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COLLEGE  OF  PHARMACY 
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TORONTO, 


RULES  REGARDING  BOOKS. 


Each  student  on  taking  a  book  from 
the  Library  becomes  responsible  for  the  loss 
or  damage  of  the  same. 

The  Librarian  shall  examine  every  book 
returned,  and  if  the  same  be  found  marked, 
or  spotted  with  ink,  with  leaves  turned  down, 
or  in  any  way  injured,  the  borrower  shall 
have  the  loss  deducted   from  his  deposit. 

Through  the  day,  books  must  be  re- 
turned on  leaving   the  reading  room. 

From  3.30  to  4  p.m.  a  bock  may  be 
obtained  for  home  reading,  but  must  be  re- 
turned by  10  a.m.  the  following  morning. 
For  longer  detention  a  fine  of  5  cents  per 
hour  will  be  imposed. 
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YEAR-BOOK  OF  PHARMACY 


COMPRISING 


ABSTEACTS  OF  PAPEES 

RELATING    TO 

PHARMACY,  MATERIA  MEDICA,  AND  CHEMISTRY 

CONTEIBUTED  TO  BRITISH  AND  FOEEIGN  JOURNALS, 
FROM  JULY  1,  1892,  TO  JUNE  30, 


1893. 

Ontario 
COLLEGE  Of"  PH-:i 

GERRARD  ST    E 
T~ORONTO 


WITH    THE 

TEANSACTIONS 


BEITISH    PHAEMACEUTICAL 
CONFEEENCB 

AT    THE 

THIRTIETH    ANNUAL    MEETING 

HELD    AT 

NOTTINGHAM, 
AUGUST,   1893. 


LONDON: 
J.  &  A.  CHURCHILL,  11,  NEW  BURLINGTON  STREET. 

MDCCCXCni. 


YEAR-BOOK  OF  PHARMACY  AND  TRANSACTIONS 

OF    THE 

Bnti5l)  pi)annarfutiral  Confnencf, 

1892-93. 

Committee    of    Publication. 

N.  H.  MARTIN,  F.L.S.,  F.R.M.S, 
President  of  the  Conference,  1893-94. 

W.  MARTINDALE,  F.C.S. 
MICHAEL  CARTEIGHE,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
THOMAS  B.  GROVES,  F.C.S. 
RICHARD    REYNOLDS,    F.T.C.,    F.C.S. 

W.  A.  H.  NAYLOR,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

Secretary  to  the  Committee. 


Editor  of  thk  Year-Book. 
LOUIS    SIEBOLD,   F.I.C,   F.C.S. 


^■J. 


BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1893-94. 

President. 

N.  H.  MARTIN,  F.L.S.,  F.R.M.S.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Wlio  have  filled  the  ofiice  of  President. 

Emeritus  Prof.  BENTLEY,  F.L.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  London. 

THOMAS  B.  GROVES,  F.C.S.,  Weymouth. 

G.  F.  SCHACHT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Clifton,  Bristol. 

RICHARD  REYNOLDS,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Leeds. 

Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 

J.  B.   STEPHENSON,  Edinburgh. 

THOMAS  GREENISH,  F.C.S.,  F.R.M.S.,  London. 

S.  R.  ATKINS,  J. P.,  Salisbury. 

F.  B.  BENGER,  P.I.C,  F.C.S.,  Manchester. 

C.  UMNEY,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 

W.  MARTINDALE,  F.C.S.,  London. 

E.  C.  C.  STANFORD,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Dalmuir. 

OGTAVIUS  CORDER,  Norwich. 

Vice-Presidents. 
M.  CARTEIGHE,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 
R.  H.  DAVIES,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 
W.  HAYES,  Dublin. 
G.  T.  PRIOR,  Oxford. 

Treasurer. 
JOHN  MOSS,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 

Honorary  General  Secretaries. 
W.  A.  H.  NAYLOR,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 
F.  RANSOM,  F.C.S.,  Hitchin. 

Honorary  Local  Secretary. 
H.   MATTHEWS,  Oxford. 

Other  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETER  BOA,  Edinburgh. 
C.  A.  BOLTON,  Nottingham. 
G.  C.  DRUCE,  Oxford. 
B.  H.  FARR,  Uckfleld. 


A.  W.  GERRARD,  F.C.S.,  London. 
J.  HODGKIN,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London. 
E.  M.  HOLMES,  F.L.S.,  London. 
J.  C.  C.  PAYNE,  Belfast. 


R.  WRIGHT,  Buxton. 

These   Officers   collectively  constitute   the   Executive   Oommiitee.       Three  retire 
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Assistant  Secretary. 
J.  C.  NIGHTINGALE,  London. 

Auditors. 
JOHN  WILFORD,  Nottingham,  and  W.  CLAYTON,  Oxford. 

Honorary  Colonial  Secretaries. 
For  Bengal C.  N.  KERNOT,  M.D.,  etc.,  Calcutta. 
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THE 

BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE. 

AN  OEGANIZATION  ESTABLISHED  IN  1863  FOR  THE  ENCOUEAGE 
MENT  OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  RESEARCH,  AND  THE  PROMOTION  OF 
FRIENDLY  INTERCOURSE  AND  UNION  AMONGST  PHARMACISTS. 


The  most  important  ways  in  which  a  member  can  aid  the  objects  of 
the  Conference  are  by  suggesting  subjects  for  investigation,  woi'king 
upon  subjects  suggested  by  himself  or  by  others,  contributing  infor- 
mation tending  to  throw  light  on  questions  relating  to  adulterations 
and  impurities,  or  collecting  and  forwarding  specimens  whose  exa- 
mination would  afford  similar  information.  Personal  attendance  at 
the  yearly  gatherings,  or  the  mere  payment  of  the  annual  subscrip- 
tion, will  also  greatly  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  executive. 

A  list  of  subjects  suggested  for  research  is  sent  to  members  early 
in  the  year.  Resulting  papers  are  read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
members  ;  but  new  facts  that  are  discovered  during  an  investigation 
may  be  at  once  published  by  an  author  at  a  meeting  of  a  scientific 
society,  or  in  a  scientific  journal,  or  in  any  other  way  he  may  desire  ; 
in  that  case,  he  is  expected  to  send  a  short  report  on  the  subject  to 
the  Conference. 

The  annual  meetings  are  usually  held  in  the  provinces,  at  the 
time  and  place  of  the  visit  of  the  British  Association ;  that  for 
1894  will  be  held  at  Oxford. 

Gentlemen  desiring  to  join  the  Conference  can  be  nominated  at 
any  time  on  applying  to  the  Secretary,  or  any  other  ofiicer  or 
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INTRODUCTION 


Ix  accordance  with  the  custom  of  former  years,  we  again  devote 
the  introductory  pages  of  this  work  to  a  brief  review  of  its  chief 
contents  as  far  as  this  is  pi-acticable  within  the  space  reasonably 
admissible  in  a  prefatory  chapter.  The  reader  will  find  that  the 
past  year  has  been  productive  of  numerous  additions  to  the  store 
•of  pharmaceutical  knowledge,  both  as  regards  new  investigations 
and  the  further  prosecution  of  researches  already  in  progress. 
Among  the  more  important  work  of  the  latter  class,  we  may  refer, 
in  the  first  place,  to  four  additional  contributions  to  the  chemistry 
of  the  aconite  alkaloids,  by  W.  R.  Dunstan,  in  conjunction  with 
E.  F.  Harrison,  F.  H.  Cai'r,  and  H.  A.  D.  Jovvett.  In  these  it  is 
shown  that  pure  crystalline  acoiiitine,  a  highly  toxic  base  of 
■definite  and  invariable  composition,  and  capable  of  producing 
constant  therapeutic  effects,  is  associated  in  Aconitum  Napellus 
with  at  least  three  amorphous  and  much  less  poisonous  alkaloids, 
viz.  aconiue,  isaconitine,  and  homoisaconitine,  which  constitute  at 
least  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  bases,  and  occur  likewise  to  a  very 
large  extent  in  many  commercial  specimens  of  aconitine.  It  is 
therefore  considered  most  important  that  in  future  none  but  the 
pure  crystalline  base  should  be  used  in  medicine.  Two  of  the 
iimorphous  alkaloids,  aconine  and  isaconitine,  have  been  isolated 
in  a  pure  condition,  and  their  properties  and  composition  investi- 
gated. Isaconitine,  which  is  regarded  as  a  new  base,  entirely 
different  from  the  variable  mixture  of  amorphous  alkaloids 
described  by  earlier  workers  under  the  name  of  napelline,  is 
found  to  occur  in  aconite  root  to  as  large  an  extent  as  aconitine, 
and  to  be  the  chief  base  present  in  the  aconitine  salts  of  commerce. 
While  differing  essentially  from  aconitine  in  its  chemical  consti- 
tution and  physiological  activity,  it  proves  to  be  isomeric  with 
the  latter  base,  to  be  readily  obtainable  from  it,  and  to  agree 
with  it  in  yielding  aconine  and  benzoic  acid  on  hydrolysis.  It 
will  be  evident  from  the  last-named  observation  that  the  propor- 
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tion  of  benzoic  acid  formed  in  the  hydrolysis  of  aconitine  cannot 
serve  as  a  satisfactory  basis  of  any  process  for  the  quantitative 
estimation  of  this  alkaloid.  The  hydrolytic  conversion  of  aconi- 
tine into  aconine  and  benzoic  acid  has  also  been  investigated  by 
A.  Ehrenberg  and  C.  Purfiirst,  Avho  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
this  decomposition  is  not  quite  so  simple  as  is  generally  repre- 
sented, but  that  there  is  at  least  one  intermediate  product  formed, 
which  is  described  by  them  as  a  new  alkaloid.  Re-determinations 
of  the  composition  of  pure  aconitine  by  the  same  chemists  induce 
them  to  adopt  the  formula  CggH^.-j  N  Ojj,  Avhich  differs  somewhat 
from  those  found  by  Wright  and  Luff,  and  by  Dunstan  and 
Umney. 

Recent  contributions  to  the  literature  of  solanaceous  alkaloids 
do  not  remove  the  doubt  cast  on  the  existence  of  hyoscine, 
Ci7  H23  N  O3,  as  a  distinct  base.  A.  Ladenburg,  while  admitting 
the  occurrence  of  scopolamine  in  commercial  hyoscine,  disputes 
the  supposed  identity  of  these  two  bodies  on  the  strength  of 
analytical  results  and  crystal  1  ©graphic  measurements.  On  the 
other  hand,  E.  Schmidt  repeats  his  assertion  that  the  commei'cial 
hyoscine  preparations  examined  by  him,  and  supplied  to  him  as 
salts  of  Ladenburg's  hyoscine,  not  merely  contain,  but  consist 
essentially  of  salts  of  scopolamine  ;  but  he  docs  not  for  the  present 
deal  with  the  question  whether  or  not  such  a  body  as  hyoscine  of 
the  formula  C17  Hog  N  O3  may  after  all  occur  in  henbane  or  other 
solanaceous  plants.  O.  Hesse,  like  E.  Schmidt,  finds  the  com- 
position of  hyo.scine  to  correspond  to  the  formula  Cj7  Ji.^i  -^  0^, 
which  exactly  coincides  with  that  of  scopolamine.  Tlie  identity 
of  Hesse's  atropamine  with  apoatropine  is  again  asserted  by 
E.  Merck,  who  also  reports  the  isolation  of  a  new  alkaloid, 
jiseudohyoscy amine,  from  Duboisia  my opor aides. 

Additional  information  is  supplied  by  T.  and  H.  Smith  and  Co. 
respecting  the  two  hitherto  but  little  known  opium  alkaloids 
xanthaline  and  gnoscopine,  originally  discovered  in  1881  and  1878 
respectively.  The  composition  of  the  former  is  represented  by 
the  formula  C37  Hg^  Ng  O9,  and  that  of  the  latter  by  Co^  H^g  X  O7  ; 
both  are  stated  to  give  characteristic  colour  reactions.  Gnoscopine 
is  found  to  be  isomeric,  but  not  identical  with  narcotine,  and  to  bo 
obtainable  from  the  latter,  the  product  of  this  conversion  being- 
perfectly  identical  with  the  base  obtained  direct  from  opium. 
Codeine  has  been  further  investigated  by  M.  Gohlich,  and  hiudaii- 
ine  by  G.  Goldschmiedt,  who  points  out  that  this  body  is  isomei-ic 
with  tetrahydropa])averine,  and  represents  its  constitution  by  the 
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formula  Cj-  H15  N  (0  Me)3  0  H.     Reports  on  strjchnine  by  J.  Tafel 
deal  with  crystalline  acid  products  obtained  in  the  oxidation  of 
this  alkaloid  by  means  of  nitric  acid,  and  indicate  a  close  analogy 
of  some  of  these  products  with  derivatives  of  tetrahydroquinoline. 
The    study    of   derivatives   of    the  cinchona    alkaloids    has    been 
continued  by  A.  Claus  and  by  "W.  J.  Comstock,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  further  light  respecting  the  constitution  of  these  bodies. 
A  number  of  quinine  double  salts  are  descx^bed  by  E.  Grimaux, 
and    some  bases  homologous  with    quinine  by   the    same    author 
in    conjunction  with   A.  Arnaud.     Apocinchonine    and    diapocin- 
chonine,  the  basic  products  obtained  in  the  action  of  hydrochloric 
acid  on  cinchonine,  have  been  investigated  by  E.  Jungfleisch  and 
E.  Leger,  who  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  latter  body  is 
not  a  chemical  compound,  but  a  mixture  of  alkaloids  among  which 
cinchoniline   and  cinchonigine  have  been  recognised.      O.  Hesse 
furnishes    some   interesting  information  on  cincholine,  a   volatile 
base  hitherto  supposed  to  be  a  constituent  of  cinchona  bark.     He 
shows  that  this  product  does  not  occur  in   that  bark   at   all,  but 
emanates  from  the  hydrocarbon  oil  employed  as  a  solvent  in  the 
course  of  the  prepai-ation  of  the  ordinary  cinchona  alkaloids.     A 
similar  observation  is  recorded  by  the  same  author  with  regard  to 
fluoroline,  formei-ly  known  as  hygrine,  Avhich  is  now  found  not  to 
be  a  constituent  of  coca  leaves,  but  to  originate  from  the  oil  used 
in  the  extraction  of  cocaine.     It  is  a  homologue  of  quinoline,  while 
cincholine  is   allied  to  the  piperidine  bases  and  homologous   with 
coniine.     The  same  chemist  also  publishes  the  results  of  a  further 
investigation  of  benzoylpseudotropeine  (tropacocaine),  a  coca  base 
previously  described  by  Giesel  and  Liebermann,  and  recently  re- 
ported upon    most   favourably    as    a   local   anaesthetic   possessing 
decided  advantages  over  cocaine.     The  existence  of  caffeine  salts 
as  definite  chemical  compounds  receives  additional  corroboi'ation 
from  a  research  by  E.   Schmidt,  and  the  evidence,  already  over- 
whelming respecting  the   identity  of  caffeine  and  theine,  is  still 
further  augmented  by  W.  R.  Dunstan  and  W,  F.  J.   Shepheard. 
The  perfect  identity  of  ulexine,  from  Ulex  Enropreus,  with  cytisine,. 
the  alkaloid  of  laburnum,  is  proved  once  more  by  A.  Partheil.     A 
comparison,  by  G.  Nothnagel,  of  natural  muscarine,  from  the  fly 
agaric,  with  the  artificial  base  obtained  from  choline,  shows   these 
two  bodies  to  be  alike  in  their  physical   and   chemical  properties, 
but  to  differ  somewhat  in  their  physiological  action.     The  constitu- 
tion of  nicotine  has  received  the  attention  of   A.  Pinner,  R.  Wolf- 
fenstein,  and  F.  Blau.    Among  other  alkaloids  which  have  recently 
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foi'ined  subjects  of  further  chemical  research  may  be  mentioned 
piperidine,  carpaine  (from  Carica  Fapaya)^  hydrastine,  berberine, 
pseudopelletierine,  and  the  sabadilla  bases. 

A  further  report  on  the  glucosides  of  digitalis,  and  moi'e 
especially  on  the  different  kinds  of  digitalin  met  with  in  commerce, 
is  published  by  H.  Kiliani,  and  is  calculated  to  assist  in  clearing 
away  some  of  the  confusion  still  existing  with  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject. According  to  this  author,  "  crystallized  digitalin"  consists 
mainly  of  digitonin,  while  Schmiedeberg's  digitalin,  which  is  now 
offered  in  commerce  in  a  pure  state  under  the  name  of  "  digitalinuvi 
veruiv,"  is  a  chemical  principle  of  marked  individuality,  and  per- 
fectly constant  in  its  action.  Cerberin,  a  poisonous  glucoside 
from  a  species  of  Cerhera,  an  East  Indian  plant  belonging  to  the 
Apocynacea',  is  described  by  P.  0.  Plugge,  and  stated  to  resemble 
digitalin  in  its  physiological  action.  The  resinous  glucosides  of 
Convolvulus  Scarnmonia  and  Ipomcea  Turpetlium  are  discussed  by 
N".  Kromer.  Some  interesting  light  is  thrown  on  the  chemical  re- 
lation between  resins  and  tannins  by  E.  Heckel  and  F.  Schlagden- 
hauffen,  who  have  obtained  from  species  of  Gardenia,  Spermolepi'i 
and  Garcinia,  resinous  constituents  showing  such  an  analogy  to 
members  of  the  group  of  tannins,  as  to  form,  so  to  say,  connect- 
ing links  or  transitions  betw^een  the  two  classes  of  compounds, 
and  to  allow  of  the  supposition  of  a  community  of  origin.  The 
tannins  of  chestnut  and  canaigre  are  dealt  with  by  H.  Trimble 
and  J.  C.  Peacock,  while  a  useful  summary  of  the  numerous  plants 
yielding  tanning  materials  is  furnished  by  F.  E.  Mafat.  A.  Hilger 
confirms  E.  Knebel's  observation  respecting  the  presence  in  kola 
nut  of  a  glucoside  yielding,  on  decomposition,  caffeine,  glucose,  and 
kola  red,  and  further  shows  that  the  theobromine,  caffeine,  cacao 
red,  and  glucose  obtainable  from  cacao  beans  are  likewise  decom- 
position products  of  a  glucoside. 

A  new  method  for  the  purification  of  chloroform  is  suggested 
by  R.  Anschiitz,  and  appears  to  be  both  simple  and  efficient.  It  is 
based  on  the  observation  that  salicylidc,  when  treated  with  com- 
mercial chlorofoi'm,  produces  a  crystalline  compound  containing 
none  of  the  impurities  of  the  latter,  and  yielding  perfectly  pure 
chloroform  on  the  application  of  gentle  heat.  The  residual  sali- 
cylidc can  be  used  over  and  over  again  in  the  same  manner.  It  is 
pointed  out,  moreover,  that  the  crystalline  compound  alluded  to, 
if  protected  against  air  and  heat,  possesses  great  stability,  and 
may  be  used  at  any  time  for  the  rapid  and  convenient  preparation 
of  absolutely  pure  chloroform  for  immediate  use.     The  nature  of 
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the  products  formed  during  the  spontaneous  decomposition  of 
chloroform  have  been  re-investigated  by  D.  Brown,  as  well  as  by 
<J.  Schacht  and  E.  Biltz,  and  the  successive  changes  occurring  in 
this  decomposition  expressed  by  definite  equations.  Attention  is 
also  called  by  the  first-named  of  these  chemists  to  the  observation 
that  in  an  atmosphere  of  pure  oxygen  the  decomposition  of  chloro- 
form is  greatly  accelerated,  whereas  in  a  vacuum  it  can  be  entirely 
checked,  even  under  the  prolonged  influence  of  light.  The  diffi- 
culty of  preparing  pure  ether  in  large  quantities  of  as  low  a  specific 
gravity  as  "720  is  referred  to  by  D.  B.  Dott,  whose  results  indicate 
that  commercial  specimens  of  so-called  pure  ether  of  low  specific 
gravity  owe  the  latter  mostly  to  the  presence  of  methyl  ether. 
C.  0.  Curtman  has  examined  a  number  of  commercial  samples  of 
amyl  nitrite,  which  he  finds  to  vary  in  strength  from  27"1  to  93'7 
per  cent.  He  regards  the  specific  gravity  and  boiling  point  of 
this  preparation  as  insufficient  data  for  judging  its  purity. 

The  body  known  as  hydrogen  nitride,  azoimide,  nitrohydric  acid, 
or  hydrazoic  acid,  which  has  absorbed  so  much  interest  during  the 
last  few  years  on  account  of  its  remarkable  properties  has  now  been 
synthetically  prepared  by  W.  WisHcenus.  The  process  adopted  for 
this  purpose  consists  in  heating  sodium  in  ammonia  gas,  and  con- 
verting the  resulting  sodamide,  Na  N  Hg,  into  sodium  nitride,  Na  Ng, 
by  the  action  of  nitrous  oxide.  The  product  of  this  reaction,  when 
dissolved  in  water  and  distilled  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  readily 
yields  a  solution  of  hydrogen  nitride,  H  N;^.  The  well-known 
accelerating  action  of  manganese  dioxide  on  the  decomposition  of 
potassium  chlorate  by  heat  is  regarded  by  C.  W.  Faulkner  as  due 
to  the  increase  of  the  exposed  surface  of  the  latter,  since  sand  is 
found  to  exercise  the  same  influence  on  this  decomposition  as 
manganese  dioxide.  The  interaction  of  potassium  chlorate  and 
iodine  is  shown  by  T.  E.  Thorpe  and  Gr.  H.  Perry  to  consist  in  the 
main  in  a  simple  interchange  of  chlorine  and  iodine,  the  products 
being  potassium  iodatc  and  free  chlorine.  The  reaction  between 
solutions  of  nitrites  and  potassium  ferrocyanide  in  the  presence  of 
acetic  acid,  pointed  out  long  ago  by  Schaffer,  has  been  further 
studied  by  C.  M.  van  Deventer,  and  found  to  be  applicable  for  the 
preparation  of  nitric  oxide,  as  well  as  for  the  detection  and  estima- 
tion of  nitrous  acid.  E.  v.  Meyer's  observation  as  to  errors  arising 
in  analytical  operations  owing  to  the  employment  of  gas  flames 
and  the  consequent  formation  of  sulphuric  acid  is  confirmed  by 
A.  Lieben  and  E.  Priwoznik.  The  fact  that  commercial  specimens 
of  reduced  iron   are   generally  very  impure'  is  attributed  by   T. 
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Appel  to  the  use  of  impure  hydrogen  gas,  since  lie  has  ascertained 
that  the  same  process  whicli  yields  a  preparation  containing  99*7 
per  cent,  of  pure  metallic  iron  wlien  hydrogen  in  a  thoroughly  pure 
condition  is  employed,  gives  a  product  containing  only  about  58 
per  cent,  when  the  purification  of  the  gas  is  omitted.  G.  C.  Schmidt 
has  investigated  tlie  action  of  nitric  acid  on  potassium  bichromate, 
and  has  satisfied  himself  that  potassium  tetrachromate  is  the  only 
product  formed  in  this  process,  and  that  the  compounds  de- 
scribed by  Darmstadter  are  mixtures  of  potassium  nitrate  and 
tetrachromate.  An  improved  method  for  the  preparation  of  pure 
strontium  salts  is  recommended  by  L.  Barthe  and  M.  Falieres,  and 
may  be  of  interest  to  pharmacists  on  account  of  the  increasing  use 
of  these  salts  as  therapeutic  agents.  The  merits  of  animal  charcoal 
as  a  decolorizer  are  discussed  by  both  T.  R.  Carswell  and  D.  B. 
Dott,  the  former  of  whom  regards  this  property  as  one  not  inher- 
ent in  pure  carbon  as  such,  but  as  due  to  the  physical  condition  of 
the  charcoal,  and  more  especially  to  its  mineral  constituents  ;  while 
the  latter,  though  partially  agreeing  with  these  conclusions,  points 
out  that  there  are  certain  colouring  compounds  which  are  much 
better  removed  by  the  purified  than  by  the  crude  charcoal,  and 
that  there  ai-e  instances  in  which  the  crude  preparation  is  not 
admissible  on  account  of  the  carbonates  contained  in  it. 

The  i-esults  of  experiments  conducted  by  C.  W.  Earle  on  the 
sterilization  of  milk  at  the  boiling-point  of  water  lend  support  to 
the  opinion  expressed  by  A.  R.  Leeds  and  E.  P.  Davis,  that  this 
treatment  is  objectionable  on  the  ground  that  it  lessens  the  digest- 
ibility and  nutritive  value  of  the  milk.  This  subject,  however,  seems 
to  require  further  investigation,  since  H.  Drouet,  in  a  report  pre- 
sented to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  arrives  at  entirely 
different  conclusions.  A  study  of  the  composition  and  physio- 
logical chemistry  of  koumiss  leads  G.  Sharp  to  infer  that  this 
preparation  is  a  more  complex  fluid  than  is  generally  supposed. 
Processes  for  the  manufacture  of  koumiss,  and  of  medicinal  pre- 
parations of  this  product,  are  suggested  by  1).  H.  Davies.  A  report 
on  alburaoses  and  peptone  by  W.  Kiihne  deals  chiefly  with  the 
separation  of  these  bodies  by  moans  of  ammonium  snlj)hatc,  and 
with  the  conditions  iTquiring  to  be  observed  to  ensure  success  in 
this  operation.  A  digestive  ferment  has  been  recognised  by 
J.  R.  Green  in  the  fruit  of  Cvcnmis  titilissimtis,  and  is  described 
by  him  as  similar  to  papain  in  its  action  on  coagulated  egg 
albumen.  M.  Arthus  and  A.  lluber  record  the  interesting  ob- 
servation  that  a  weak  solution  of  sodium  fluoride  possesses  the 
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power  of  definitely  arresting  fermentations  due  to  the  development 
of  living  organisms,  while  exercising  no  disturbing  influence  on 
chemical  fermentations,  and  that  a  sharp  line  of  demarcation  can 
thus  be  drawn  between  these  two  kinds  of  fermentative  pi^ocesses. 
The  application  of  fluorides  as  anti-fermentatives  also  forms  the 
subject  of  a  report  by  S.  Baekeland,  who  arrives  at  similar  con- 
clusions. 

A.  A.  Kauthack  has  investigated  the  chemical  nature  of  cobra 
poison,  which  he  finds  to  be  an  albumose  closely  resembling  proto- 
albumose  in  its  properties.  He  does  not  share  the  favourable  view 
entertained  by  A.  Calmette  respecting  the  value  of  hypodermic 
injections  of  gold  chloride  for  arresting  the  action  of  this  venom, 
and  regards  strj^chnine  as  entirely  useless  as  an  antidote.  A  toxic 
substance  resembling  the  ptomaines,  and  more  especially  neurine, 
has  been  isolated  by  Adamkiewicz  from  cancerous  tissue,  and  is 
described  by  him  under  the  name  of  cancroin.  A  valuable  review 
of  the  work  hitherto  done  in  the  chemical  examination  of  bacterial 
poisons  is  published  by  W.  Simon.  Characteristic  ptomaines 
have  been  obtained  by  A.  B.  Griffiths  from  the  urine  of  victims 
to  glanders,  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever  and  eczema, 
and  a  new  leucomaine  from  the  urine  of  an  epileptic  patient.  All 
these  bodies  are  found  to  be  toxic,  and  not  to  occur  in  normal 
u.rine. 

The  value  of  a  test  for  the  detection  of  typhoid  in  its  earlier 
stages  by  means  of  a  colour  reaction  of  the  patient's  urine  with 
sulphanilic  acid,  described  by  Ehrlich,  is  called  in  question  by 
G.  M.  Beringer,  on  the  ground  that  phenol,  peptone,  and  other 
bodies  capable  of  producing  this  reaction,  may  be  present  in  the 
nrine  from  other  causes.  The  occurrence  of  liEematoporphyrin  in 
ui'ine,  which  is  now  so  often  observed  on  account  of  the  extensive 
medicinal  use  of  sulphonal,  does  certainly  not  appear  to  be  due,  in 
every  instance,  to  the  administration  of  this  remedy,  since  it  has 
recently  been  observed  by  A.  E.  Garrod  and  by  M.  Sobernheim  in 
other  cases,  and  is  stated  to  be  normally  present  in  small  traces,  even 
in  healthy  urine.  A.  Geyger  show^s  that  the  results  of  the  titra- 
tion of  sugar  in  diabetic  urine  may  be  seriously  impaired  by  the 
presence  of  glycosuric  acid.  V.  Harley  expresses  his  concurrence 
in  Lepine's  view,  that  the  sugar  in  the  urine  of  patients  suffering 
from  certain  forms  of  diabetes  is  due  to  the  absence  of  a  glycolytic 
ferment  in  the  circulation.  A  five  per  cent,  solution  of  chromic  acid 
is  recommended  by  O.Rosenbach  as  a  good  reagent  for  the  detection 
in  urine  of  both  albumen  and  bile  pigments.     Attention  is  called 
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by  E.  Gerard  to  the  important  observation  that,  under  the  influence 
of  milk  diet,  patients  suffering  from  Brighfs  disease  may  pass 
urine  comparatively  free  from  albumen,  and  containing  protopep- 
tone  in  its  place,  the  latter  of  which  may  escape  observation  by 
the  usual  tests  for  albumen.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  test  the 
urine  in  such  cases  for  protopeptone,  in  order  to  avoid  fallacious 
conclusions.  The  principal  processes  in  use  for  the  estimation  of 
uric  acid  have  been  critically  examined  by  H.  C.  Geelmuyden  and 
by  E.  Deroide,  with  results  indicating  that  an  accurate  method  for 
this  determination  is  still  a  desideratum. 

J.  Clark  proposes  some  improvements  in  Reinsch's  test  for 
arsenic,  having  for  their  object  the  identification  of  arsenic  or  anti- 
mony on  the  copper  with  greater  certainty,  and  the  quantitative 
estimation  of  both  these  elements  when  they  occur  together.  For 
this  purpose  the  coated  copper  is  digested  in  a  cold,  weak  solution 
of  caustic  potash  and  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  the  resulting  liquid 
boiled,  filtered,  concentrated  by  evaporation,  then  distilled  Avith 
ferrous  chloride  and  strong  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  arsenic 
estimated  in  the  distillate  as  sulphide,  while  the  antimony  is 
determined  in  the  residue.  A  convenient  method  for  the  detection 
and  estimation  of  minute  quantities  of  lead  in  the  pi-esence  of 
copper  and  iron  is  suggested  by  F.  L.  Teed,  and  stated  to  be 
specially  suited  to  the  examination  of  lemonade  and  similar 
beverages.  It  consists  in  the  applicatioii  of  ammonium  sulphide 
preceded  by  tartaric  acid,  ammonia,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
potassium  cyanide.  The  separation  of  barium  from  strontium  and 
calcium  by  Rose's  method  is  found  by  E.  Kouklin  to  give  correct 
results  if  the  potassium  sulphate  and  carbonate  are  used  in  the 
proportion  of  five  parts  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter.  The 
quantitative  separation  and  estimation  of  chlorides,  bromides,  and 
iodides  is  effected  by  C.  Friedheim  and  R.  J.  Meyer  by  boiling  the 
acid  solution  first  with  potassium  arsenate  to  expel  the  iodine^ 
and  then  with  potassium  bichi-omate  in  order  to  remove  the 
bromine.  The  elements  thus  liberated  are  received  separately  in 
potassium  iodide  solution,  and  the  free  iodine  determined  in  each 
case  by  titration  with  sodium  hyposulphite.  Of  the  various 
methods  for  the  assay  of  alkaline  nitrites,  G.  Lunge  prefers  a 
modification  of  the  permanganate  process  as  the  most  accurate, 
simple,  and  expeditious.  A  standardized  solution  of  barium 
chromate  in  hydrochloric  acid  is  recommended  by  E.  Stolle  for  the 
titration  of  sulphuric  acid  in  soluble  sulphates.  For  the  deter- 
mination of  alkaline  sulphates,  C.  Cherix  suggests  the  precipita- 
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tioii  with  baviuni  hydrate,  followed  by  the  removal  of  the  excess 
of  the  latter  by  means  of  carbonic  anhydride  and  the  estimation  of 
the  alkaline  carbonate  in  the  filtrate  by  titi'ation  in  the  usual  way. 
In  the  determination  of  phosphoric  acid  by  means  of  ammonium 
molybdate,  the  presence  of  ai'senic  acid  is  shown  by  H.  C.  Babbitt 
to  have  no  disturbing  effect,  pi^ovided  the  temperature  of  precipi- 
tation does  not  exceed  25°  C.  A  new  method  for  the  titration 
of  tannic  and  gallic  acids  with  a  standard  solution  of  copper 
sulphate  is  suggested  by  W.  P.  Dreaper.  The  detection  of 
atropine  in  poisoning  cases  is  stated  by  L.  Fabris  to  be  rendered 
much  more  difficult  by  the  simultaneous  presence  of  strychnine, 
which  seems  to  obscure  its  chemical  reactions.  The  delicacy  of 
the  bichromate  test  for  strychnine  is  found  by  H.  Beckurts  to 
be  much  impaired  by  the  presence  of  a  large  proportion  of  brucine. 
A  new  colour  reaction  of  cocaine  is  described  by  A.  Kuboi-ne. 
The  analysis  of  quinine  sulphate  and  the  determination  of  quinine 
in  presence  of  other  cinchona  bases  have  engaged  the  attention 
of  L.  Barthe,  while  the  estimation  of  this  alkaloid  in  cinchona 
barks  forms  the  subject  of  an  essay  by  J.  H.  Schmidt. 

The  official  process  and  its  modifications  for  the  assay  of  jalaj) 
root  are  adversely  criticised  by  F.  H.  Alcock,  who  recommends  in 
their  place  a  method  based  on  the  great  solubility  of  jalap  resin 
in  amyl  alcohol,  and  the  compai^atively  slight  solubility  of  this 
alcohol  in  Avater.  Gr.  Kottmayer  has  examined  the  various 
methods  in  use  for  the  assay  of  ipecacuanha,  the  majority  of  which 
he  finds  to  give  low^  results.  He  describes  the  details  of  a  new 
method  for  which  he  claims  greater  accuracy.  Another  new 
process  for  the  same  purpose  is  suggested  by  C  C.  Keller,  who 
disagrees  with  the  statement  published  by  Caesar  and  Loretz  that 
the  best  qualities  of  ipecacuanha  root  do  not  contain  more  than 
l'8o  per  cent,  of  emetine,  and  concludes  that  a  standard  of  2"5  pev 
cent,  would  not  be  too  exacting.  Recent  observations  by  A.  A. 
Kanthack  and  R.  Caddy  seem  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the 
anti-dysenteric  value  of  this  drug  does  not  depend  upon  the 
emetine  present  in  it,  and  that  ipecacuanha  freed  from  this 
alkaloid  is  likely  to  prove  a  very  satisfactory  remedy  in  cases  of 
acute  dysentery,  in  which  the  depression  and  nausea  so  often 
produced  by  even  small  doses  of  the  ordinary  root  are  a  decided 
disadvantage.  A  suitable  process  for  the  preparation  of  such  a 
product  is  described  by  F.  C.  J.  Bird  in  a  communication  to  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  Atten- 
tion is  directed  by  E.  M.  Holmes  to  the  varieties  and  qualities  of 
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commercial  ipecacuanha,  to  the  distinguishing  features  between 
the  genuine  and  spurious  specimens,  and  to  the  difficulty  of 
detecting  the  latter  in  the  powdered  drug.  The  same  author 
refers  to  the  present  difficulty  of  obtaining  strophanthus  seed  of 
unifoi'm  character  agreeing  with  the  official  description,  and 
discusses  the  various  species  the  seeds  of  which  are  found  to 
occur  in  the  commercial  drug.  He  likewise  gives  a  summary  of 
the  present  state  of  knowledge  respecting  cubebs  and  their 
substitutes  met  with  in  commerce.  The  results  of  an  examination 
of  the  false  cubebs  derived  from  Piper  ribesioides  and  their  con- 
stituents are  reported  by  E.  Brooke.  A  spurious  drug  substituted 
for  bikhma  (the  Indian  name  for  Aconitum  pahnatnm)  is  described 
by  C.  J.  H.  Warden  and  C.  L.  Bose,  who  think  that  it  may 
possibly  be  derived  from  Acayitlwpliylluin  macrodou  or  Uijpsopliila 
paniculata.  A  fictitious  kamala  recently  occurring  in  the  market 
is  referred  to  by  H.  G.  Greenish,  and  shown  to  consist  chiefly  of 
coarsely  powdered  safflower. 

The  "  earth  sugar  "  root  of  the  Tamils,  which  has  been  known 
in  Southern  India  for  centuries,  and  has  been  employed  as  an  altera- 
tive, stimulant,  tonic,  and  as  a  remedy  for  skin  diseases,  is  reported 
upon  by  D.  Hooper,  whose  results  do  not  warrant  the  conclusion 
that  it  possesses  much  real  medicinal  value.  According  to  M.  A, 
Lawson,  it  is  the  produce  of  Ma'riia  areimria,  belonging  to  the 
natural  order  Capparidecv.  Y.  Shimoyama  and  K.  Hyrano  have 
examined  the  root  of  Valeriana  angustifolia,  a  Japanese  variety 
differing  but  slightly  from  1".  officinalis,  and  yielding  a  somewhat 
larger  proportion  of  volatile  oil.  In  a  preliminary  report  on  coto 
bark,  contributed  to  the  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  W.  Elborne  shows  that,  in  addition  to  the 
true  Bolivian  coto  and  the  drug  known  as  paracoto  bark,  a  so-called 
coto-bark  from  Venezuela  is  n^et  with  in  commerce,  which  proves 
to  be  the  bark  of  Drimys  Winteri,  var.  granatensis,  and  to  contain 
an  active  principle  closely  analogous  to,  if  not  identical  with,  true 
cotoin.  E.  M.  Holmes  gives  a  description  of  the  distinctive  fea- 
tures of  Pernambuco  jaborandi,  I'ilocarpns  Jahorandi,  the  leaves  of 
which  ai'C  known  to  yield  moi'e  alkaloid  tlian  those  of  the  Paraguay 
plant,  I'ilocarpus  pennatifolius,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  preferred 
to  the  latter.  An  examination  by  0.  Stapf  of  the  mucilaginous 
seeds  referred  to  by  Dj-mock  (Veget.  jMat.  ^fed.  of  Western  India, 
2nd  ed.,  p.  703)  as  the  produce  of  Fhijllaiilhits  inaderaspalensis,  re- 
veals their  identity  with  a  Persian  drug  known  as  "marv,"  consist- 
ing of  the  nutlets  of  Salvia  spinosa.    An  exudation  from  the  incised 
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trunk  of  Laurus  gigantcus  is  described  by  T.  Bayou  under  the  name 
of  Caparrapi  balsam,  and  stated  to  be  employed  in  Columbia  as  a 
stimulant  in  chronic  catarrhal  affections.  Some  further  informa- 
tion respecting  the  characters  of  African  copaiba  is  supplied  by  J. 
C.  Umney.  An  African  kino  is  reported  upon  by  A.  W.  Southall 
and  E.  M.  Holmes,  some  Australian  kinos  by  J.  H.  Maiden,  and 
several  Australian  gums  and  gum-resins  by  the  same  author.  The 
latter  also  gives  an  account  of  a  manna  obtained  from  Myoporum 
platycarpHm,  showing  this  drug  to  be  practically  identical  with  the 
product  of  Fraxinns  Ornus.  B.  H.  Paul  and  A.  J.  Covvnley  have 
examined  a  sample  of  the  Patna  opium  issued  by  the  Medical 
Store  Department  of  Bengal  for  medicinal  use.  They  find  it  to 
contain  8"5  per  cent,  of  morphine,  and  to  yield  a  very  satisfactory 
tincture.  Four  samples  of  Japanese  opium,  obtained  from  the 
province  of  Mije,  and  analyzed  by  M.  Uyeno,  are  stated  to  contain 
from  10  to  12'9  per  cent,  of  morphine,  associated  with  a  high  per- 
centage of  narcotine.  An  interesting  report  is  published  by  L. 
AVray,  junr.,  on  the  Malayan  fish  poison,  called  Aker  tuba,  which 
has  been  previously  referred  to  by  Greshoff  under  the  name  of 
"  derrid."  It  is  the  root  of  a  papilionaceous  woody  climber,  Derris 
elliptica,  and  is  shown  to  ow^e  its  very  remai'kable  effects  to  a  resin- 
ous principle,  "tnbain,"  of  which  one  part  is  sufiicient  to  render  one 
million  parts  of  water  poisonous  to  fish.  The  litei-ature  of  arrow 
poisons  has  received  further  conti-ibutions  from  E.  M.  Holmes, 
S.  Eldridge,  and  T.  R.  Eraser  and  J.  Tillie. 

The  alleged  efficacy  of  bilberry  leaves  as  a  remedy  in  diabetes 
appears  to  be  based  on  erroneous  observations,  the  urine  in  the 
favourable  cases  reported  upon  having  been  tested  by  the  optical 
method  onlj'.  F.  v  Oefele  points  out  that  during  the  treatment 
with  this  drug  the  indications  of  the  polariscope  are  fallacious,  as 
the  arbutin  contained  in  the  leaves  renders  the  urine  Itevo-rotatory, 
and  thus  counteracts  the  dextro-rotatory  action  of  the  glucose.  It 
may  here  be  mentioned  that,  according  to  A.  Jolles,  the  claim  of 
benzosol  (benzoylguaiacol)  as  a  successful  remedy  for  diabetes  is 
open  to  doubt  on  precisely  the  same  grounds.  The  leaves  of 
UrecMtes  siibereda,  an  apocynaceous  plant  indigenous  to  the  West 
Indian  islands,  have  been  investigated  by  R.  Stockman,  who  re. 
ports  that  the  two  bitter  glucosides  contained  in  them  are  heart 
poisons  similar  in  their  action  to  digitalin,  but  possessing  the  dis- 
advantage of  producing  cumulative  effects  in  so  high  a  degree  as 
to  render  it  improbable  that  this  plant  will  prove  of  much  value 
as  a  cardiac  tonic.     The  opinion  that   the  toxicity  of  the  yew  is 
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confined  to  tlie  male  plant  receives  support  from  an  observation 
by  F.  J.  M.  Stuart  Wortley  to  the  effect  that  taxine  is  present  in 
the  male  and  absent  in  the  female  yew.  R.  Kobert  argues  against 
the  administration  of  sarsaparilla  in  conjunction  with  mercurial 
preparations  capable  of  causing  lesions  in  the  intestinal  mem- 
branes, on  the  ground  that  the  glucosides  of  this  drug,  though 
harmless  when  administered  under  ordinary  conditions,  have  a 
poisonous  action  when  introduced  into  the  blood  or  absorbed  by 
injured  membranes.  The  anthelmintic  action  of  male  fern  and  of 
the  fixed  oil  extracted  from  it  is  shown  by  the  same  author  to  be  due 
to  the  volatile  oil  contained  in  both  as  well  as  to  the  presence  of  filicic 
acid.  Tienicide  properties  are  attributed  by  J.  Stephens  to 
cascara  sagrada  given  in  doses  of  2|  grams  of  the  fluid  extract. 
The  value  of  the  cowberry  plant,  Vaccinium  vitis-idcea,  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  rheumatism  is  confirmed  by  M.  Smirnoff. 
Aplopappiis  clareta,  a  Chilian  plant,  is  very  favourably  reported 
upon  as  a  remedy  for  gonorrhoea  and  gleet.  Morrenia  brachy- 
stephcuia,  a  plant  belonging  to  the  Asclepiadacece,  and  growing  in 
the  Ai'gentine  Republic,  is  reported  by  Del  Area  and  Sicardi  to 
be  an  excellent  galactagogue.  The  galactagogue  properties  of 
goat's  rue  (Galega  officinalis),  nettle,  cumin,  anise  and  fennel  are 
discussed  by  Miss  Grinie witch.  Paris  quadrifolia  has  recently 
been  reinvestigated,  and  is  stated  to  act  on  the  respii-atory  centres 
and  the  muscular  system  in  a  manner  similar  to  curai^e,  and  to  re- 
semble Calabar  bean  in  its  action  on  the  pupil  of  the  eye.  lu 
other  respects  its  action  is  compared  with  that  of  aconite.  Te2i- 
crium  Scordiuin,  applied  hypodei-niically  in  the  form  of  an  alcoholic 
extract  obtained  from  an  aqueous  extract  of  the  dried  plant,  is  re- 
ported by  Mosetig-Moorhof  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  local  fungoid  diseases  and  abscesses.  The  power  of 
Anagallis  arvensis  to  destroy  fleshy  growths  and  horny  warts  by 
local  applications  is  attributed  by  G.  Daccomo  and  I).  Tommasi  to 
the  presence  of  a  ferment  analogous  in  its  action  to  pepsin. 

The  root  of  Gorydalis  cava  has  been  reinvestigated  with  regard 
to  its  constituents  by  M.  Freund  and  W.  Jose})hy,  whose  i-csults 
show  that  the  basic  constituent  of  this  drug,  known  in  commerce 
as  "  corydaline,"  consists  of  three  distinct  alkaloids,  which  are 
described  by  them  under  the  names  of  corydaline,  bnlbocapnine,  and 
corycavine  respectively.  No  fewer  than  six  distinct  bases  have 
been  recognised  by  E.  Birsmann  in  the  root  of  Corydalis  nobilis, 
which,  in  addition  to  these,  has  also  afforded  indications  of  the 
presence  of  berbcrine  and  hydrobcrberine.     The  root  of  llauicoljia 
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serpentina  has  yielded  to  C.  J.  H.  Warden  and  C.  L.  Bose  a  new  al- 
kaloid for  which,  pending  further  researches,  they  propose  the  name 
psetulohrucine,  on  account  of  its  resemblance  to  brucine.     From  the 
i-oot  of  Ipomwa  Fandnrata,  which  is   employed  in  America  as   a 
remedy  for  calculus,  M.  Kromer  has  obtained  a  glucoside  differ- 
ing from  those  obtained  in  other  Convolvulaceoi.     The  aerial  tubers 
of  Dioscorea  bulbifera  procured  from  the  Gaboon  country  of  Cen- 
tral Africa  are  found  by  Heckel  and  Schlagdenhauffen  to  contain 
a  bitter  poisonous  glucoside,  while  the  underground  tubers  are 
entirely  free  from  this   toxic  principle.      An  analysis   by  F.  W. 
Meink   of  the  tubers  of  Biosccrea  Batatas,  a  species  indigenous  to 
Central  Asia,   likewise    shows    the  presence  of   a   glucoside,  but 
whether  this  also  possesses  poisonous  properties  remains  yet  to  be 
ascertained.     An  investigation  of  the  bark  of  Bhamnus  Purshiana 
by  M.  Leprince  has  led  to  the  isolation  of  a  crystalline  constituent 
of  the  composition  C^,  Hjo  O5,  which  he  regards  as  the  active  prin- 
ciple, and  for  which  the  name  cascarin  is  suggested.     Accox'ding 
to  a  subsequent  research  by  T.  L.  Phipson  this  principle  appears 
to  be  identical  with  rhamnoxanthin  obtained  from  the  bark  of 
Bhamnus  Frangula.     Cephalanthus  bark   has   been   examined  by 
C.  Mohrberg,  and  found  to  contain,  in  addition  to  tannin  and  a 
saponin,  a  feebly  acid,  toxic,  and  very  bitter  principle  of  the  com- 
position C23  Hgj^  Og.     The  bark  of  Laurelia  aromatica  is  shown  by 
O.  Witte  to  contain  an  alkaloid  similar  in  its  reactions  to  athero- 
spermine,  and  also  to  boldine.     In  the  common  nettle  the  presence 
of  a  crystalline  alkaloid  acting  as  a  poison   on  the  lower  animals 
has  been  discovered  by  Oddi  and  Lomonaco.     A  toxic  base,  asso- 
ciated with  two  resinous  principles,  has  been  obtained  from  juru- 
beba   (Solanum  paniculatum)   by   D.   Freire.       The   results    of   a 
proximate  anal3'sis  of  the  leaves  of  Andromeda  Mariana  by  A.  W. 
Dowd    reveal    the   presence   of    a  glucoside   apparently  identical 
with  the  andromedotoxin  occurring  in  other  poisonous  plants  of 
the  order  Ericaceae.     A  glucosidal  principle  has  also  been  found  to 
exist  in  Verbena  urtica?-.folia,   the  leaves  of    which  have  acquired 
some  reputation  in  the  United  States  as   a  tonic.     F.  Schlagden- 
hauffen  and  E.  Reeb  have  continued  their  reseai-ches  on  the  con- 
stituents of  Dalmatian  insect  powder,  and  report  upon  an  essential 
oil  and  two  toxic  acid  principles.     Myrobalans,  the  fruit  of   Ter- 
minalia  chebnla  and  other  species,  which  are  well  known  to  yield  a 
large  proportion  of  tannin,  are  stated  by  W.  Adolphi  to  contain  in 
addition  a  characteristic  constituent  of  the  composition  Cog  Ho  j.  Ojg 
-l-.HoO,  for  which  the  name  chebulic  acid  is  suggested.     We  have 
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to  forego  notices  of  numerous  other  vegetable  drugs,  which  have 
likewise  been  investigated  or  reinvestigated  during  the  year. 

Confirmatory  evidence  is  furnished,  both  by  J.  Brissonnet  and 
M.  Chaumier,  of  the  value  of  guaiacol  carbonate  in  the  treatment 
of  pulmonary  phthisis,  and  of  the  advantages  it  possesses  over 
guaiacol.  An  equally  or  even  still  [more  favourable  opinion  is 
expressed  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  corresponding  com- 
pound of  ci'easote,  which  is  described  under  the  name  "  creosotal," 
and  is  stated  to  split  up  in  the  intestines  into  carbonic  acid  and 
creasote,  thus  producing  the  action  of  the  latter  without  inter- 
fering with  the  digestive  process.  Benzol,  administered  in  small 
doses,  is  recommended  by  W.  Murrell  as  a  very  useful  expectorant 
and  sedative  in  chronic  bronchitis  and  winter  cough.  Asbolin,  a 
substance  obtained  from  an  aqueous  infusion  of  soot,  and  intro- 
duced as  a  remedial  agent  in  tuberculosis,  is  found  by  A.  Behal 
and  M.  Desvignes  to  consist  of  a  mixture  of  pyrocatechin  and 
homopyrocatechin.  Pangaduine,  a  preparation  from  cod-liver  oil, 
consisting  of  a  mixture  of  all  the  alkaloids  contained  in  this  oil,  is 
described  by  J.  Bouillot,  and  stated  to  be  of  great  value  in  tuber- 
culosis, gout,  rheumatism,  diabetes,  and  neurasthenic  Aveakness. 
A  combination  of  cantharidin  with  cocaine  is  referred  to  by  M. 
Hennig  as  a  product  possessing  notable  therapeutic  advantages 
over  the  cantharidates  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis and  chronic  catarrhal  affections  of  the  respiratory  passages. 
Under  the  commercial  name  "  salocoll,"  phenocoll  salicylate  is 
recommended  in  the  place  of  the  hydrochlorate  as  an  antipyretic, 
antineuralgic,  and  antirheumatic.  Agathin,  another  new  remed}' 
for  neuralgia  and  I'heumatism,  is  stated  to  be  a  salicyl-a-raethyl- 
phenylhydrazone.  Two  more  synthetical  remedies,  which  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  list  of  antipyretics,  are  "  tolypyrine  " 
and  "  tolysal,"  of  which  the  former  differs  from  antipyrine  by 
containing  an  additional  methyl  group  introduced  into  the  phenyl 
radical,  while  the  latter  is  a  combination  of  tolypyrine  witli 
salicylic  acid.  A  compound  of  sodium  salicylate  and  narccinc 
sodium,  named  "antispasmin,"  is  described  by  E.  !Merck  as  an 
excellent  hypnotic  and  sedative,  containing  the  narceine  in  a  very 
pure  and  soluble  form.  The  name  "  chloralose  "  is  applied  by  M. 
Hanriot  and  C.  Riehet  to  a  new  hypnotic,  resulting  from  the  com- 
bination of  chloral  and  glucose,  which  is  stated  to  be  superior  in 
its  action  to  chloral,  and  less  likely  to  produce  injurious  effects. 
The  body  reported  upon  as  butyl-hypnal  by  M.  iiernin  is  a  com- 
bination of  butyl-chloral  with  antipyrine.      Formanilid  is  credited 


INTRODUCTION.  15 

with  anaesthetic,  analgetic,  antineviralgic,  and  hajmostatic  propei*- 
ties.  A  preparation  introduced  under  the  name  "  coryl  "  as  a 
local  anaesthetic  in  dentistry  and  minor  surgical  operations,  is  a 
mixture  of  methyl  and  ethyl  chloride.  Eugenol-acetamide  is 
found  to  be  equal  to  cocaine  as  a  local  anaesthetic,  and  to  combine 
"with  this  effect  a  powerful  antiseptic  action.  Eucalypteol,  a 
crystalline  dihydrochloride  obtained  in  the  action  of  hydrochloric 
acid  on  eucalyptus  oil,  is  recommended  by  M.  Anthoine  as  a  useful 
internal  antiseptic,  and  the  same  property  is  claimed  for  sodium 
paracresotate  by  Demme  and  Lresch.  Diaphterin  (oxyquinaseptol), 
"which  is  formed  by  the  introductioa  of  a  second  molecule  of  oxy- 
quinoline  into  oxyquinoliue  phenol  sulphate,  is  reported  to  be  a 
valuable  and  comparatively  non-poisonous  antiseptic,  the  aqueous 
solution  of  which  is  very  suitable  for  dressings.  The  aluminium 
compounds  of  paraphenolsulphonic  acid  and  naphtholsulphonic 
acid  are  described  under  the  names  "  sozal  "  and  "  alumnol "  re- 
spectively, as  useful  astringent  antiseptics.  The  powerful  anti- 
septic action  of  formic  aldehyde  receives  further  confirmation 
from  M.  Berlioz  and  A.  Trillat,  who  regard  this  body  as  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  cori-osive  sublimate,  and  to  have  the  advantage  of 
being  non-poisonous  and  readily  diffusible.  The  disinfectant  in- 
troduced as  "  formalin  "  is  stated  to  be  a  solution  of  the  body  just 
referred  to.  Various  new  remedies  for  skin  diseases  have  also 
met  with  notices  in  this  volume. 

A  good  deal  of  attention  has  lately  been  given  to  animal  ex- 
tracts, and  more  especially  to  thyroid  extract,  which  has  gained 
a  high  reputation  as  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  myxoedema. 
Processes  for  its  preparation,  as  well  as  for  the  isolation  of  the 
active  principle  of  the  thyroid,  are  described  by  E.  White,  and  the 
same  subject  is  dealt  with  by  E.  Delpech,  who  also  gives  an 
account  of  the  pi'eparation  of  cerebral  and  testicle  extracts.  The 
administration  of  thyroid  extract  by  the  mouth  is  shoAvn  by  Di'. 
Mackenzie  to  produce  the  same  effects  as  hypodermic  injections. 

The  results  of  an  examination  of  commercial  specimens  of  liquid 
extract  of  ergot  are  published  by  W.  B.  Cowie,  who,  in  view  of 
the  discrepancies  exhibited  by  them,  suggests  definite  characters 
and  tests  for  introduction  into  the  Pharmacopoeia,  such  as  would 
ensure  the  attainment  of  a  reasonable  standard  of  uniformity. 
Variations  equally  unsatisfactory  are  .shown  to  exist  in  trade 
samples  of  the  extracts  of  jalap  and  conium,  and  the  ethereal 
extract  of  mezereon.  A  mixture  of  four  volumes  of  alcohol  and 
one  of  glycex'in  is  suggested  by  J.  P.  Remington  as  the  best  men- 
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struura  for  the  preparation  of  liquid  extract  of  cinchona.  Refer- 
ring to  the  volumetric  assay  of  narcotic  extracts  by  the  method  of 
Beckurts  or  Dieterich,  A.  Partheil  proposes  the  use  of  iodoeosin 
as  the  most  suitable  indicator.  The  necessity  of  standardizing  all 
the  official  belladonna  preparations  is  strongly  urged  by  J.  Barclay, 
who  gives  directions  for  the  preparation  of  an  alcoholic  extract 
containing  3  per  cent.,  a  weaker  dry  extract  (to  take  the  place  of 
the  present  green  extract)  containing  1  per  cent.,  a  tincture  con- 
taining '025,  and  a  liniment  containing  •25  per  cent,  of  total 
alkaloid.  Improvements  in  the  process  for  the  preparation  of 
liquid  belladonna  plaster  are  suggested  both  by  W.  A.  H.  Naylor 
and  R.  Wright  in  communications  read  before  the  Jfottingham 
Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  The  results 
of  the  useful  work  carried  out  by  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright  during 
the  last  three  years,  in  connection  with  the  alkaloidal  tinctures  of 
the  British  Pharmacopa>ia  and  their  standardization,  are  embodied 
in  an  interesting  summary  contributed  to  the  same  meeting.  With 
regard  to  the  tinctui-e  of  hemlock  fruit,  it  is  now  suggested  that 
this  preparation  should  be  standardized  to  contain  '20  per  cent,  of 
coniine,  equivalent  to  0"25  per  cent,  of  the  hydrochlorate,  since  it 
is  found  quite  easy  to  obtain  fruit  yielding  about  2  per  cent,  of 
alkaloidal  hydrochlorates  by  collecting  it  at  the  pi-oper  stage  of 
development  and  drying  it  with  due  care.  The  methods  in  use 
for  the  manufacture  of  concentrated  tinctures  and  infusions  are 
shown  by  E.  Gane  to  yield  unsatisfactory  products.  W.  Briiutigam 
supplies  some  further  information  on  the  gelatinization  of  infusion 
of  digitalis  due  to  the  action  of  a  micro-organism.  The  loss  of 
alkaloids  incurred  in  the  preparation  of  infusion  and  decoction  of 
cinchona  by  various  processes  is  discussed  by  I.  W.  Thomson. 
Easton's  syrup  forms  the  subject  of  reports  by  W.  Lyon,  W. 
Martindale,  P.  W.  Squire,  and  R.  Wright,  dealing  mainly  with  the 
liability  of  this  syrup  to  crystallization  and  the  means  for  its  pre- 
vention. A  rapid  and  convenient  method  for  the  preparation  of 
mercur-ial  ointment  is  recommended  by  H.  Borntraeger,  while  a 
new  process  for  the  assay  of  tliis  ointment  is  suggested  by  F. 
Boyeldieu. 

In  the  compilation  of  this  volume  a  further  effort  has  been  made 
to  limit  its  contents  to  matters  of  pharmaceutical  interest,  and  to 
carry  the  condensation  of  the  abstracts  as  far  as  seemed  consistent 
with  the  general  usefulness  of  the  work. 
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Purification  of  Iodine.  C.  Meineke.  {Chem.  Zeit.,  1219- 
1220 ;  1230-1233.)  Compare  also  Tear-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1890, 
20.  Ab.solutely  pure  iodine  may  be  obtained  by  fusing-  commer- 
cial iodine  in  a  mixed  solution  of  calcium  chloride  and  potassium 
iodide  to  which  a  few  drops  of  hydrochloric  acid  have  been  added. 
After  cooling  the  iodine  is  washed,  then  sublimed  with  the  addition 
of  a  little  barium  oxide,  and  the  product  re-sublimed. 

The  Action  of  Manganese  Dioxide  on  the  Decomposition  of 
Potassium  Chlorate  by  Heat.  C.W.  Faulkner.  (Amer.  Jonm. 
Pharm.,  Februaiy,  1893.)  The  author  claims  to  have  demonstrated 
that  the  well-known  accelerating  influence  of  manganese  dioxide 
in  the  production  of  oxygen  from  potassium  chlorate  is  not  due 
to  catalytic  action.  Sand  is  found  to  produce  a  similar  effect, 
and  the  author  therefore  concludes  that  the  action  is  a  purely 
mechanical  one,  due  to  dilution  of  the  chlorate  and  the  consequent 
increase  of  its  exposed  surface. 

Note  on  the  Interaction  of  Iodine  and  Potassium  Chlorate. 
T.  E.  Thorpe  and  G.  H.  Perry.  (Trans.  Ghent.  Soc,  No.  115.) 
The  interaction  is  usually  represented  by  the  equation  3  K  CI  Og 
-fL^KClO.  +  KCl  +  Kio.  +  ICl  +  Oo;  the  authors  find,  how- 
ever, that  it  primarily  and  in  the  main  involves  a  simple  inter- 
change of  iodine  and  chlorine:  2  KCl  O3  +  l2  =  2  KIOs  +  CL. 
When  care  is  taken  in  heating  the  mixture,  it  is  possible  to  con- 
vert practically  the  whole  of  the  iodine  present  into  potassium 
iodate,  the  equivalent  amount  of  gaseous  chlorine  being  liberated. 

Action  of  Potassium  Permanganate  on  Sodium  Hyposulphite. 
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C.  Luckow.  (Zeitschr.  fiir  anahjf.  Cliem.,  xxxii.  53-57.)  The 
oxidation  of  the  hyposulphite  bj  permanganate  at  the  boiling- 
point  is  found  by  the  author  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  equation 
2  Hg  83  O3  +  O7  +  H,  0  =  2  H2  S  O4  +  H2  S,  Oo- 

Alumiuiuin.  M.  Ball  and.  (Comptes  Rend  us,  cxiv.  1536- 
1538.)  The  author  finds  that  aluminium  is  only  slightly  attacked 
by  vinegar  and  saline  solutions,  and  that  it  is  less  acted  upon  by 
air,  water,  beer,  wine,  coffee,  tea,  milk,  fats,  etc.,  than  copper,  tin, 
zinc,  or  lead.  He  considers  it  as  very  serviceable  for  domestic 
utensils. 

The  Atomic  Weight  of  Cadmium.  W.  S.  Lorimer  and  E.  F. 
Smith.  (Zeit.  anorg.  Chem.,  i.  364-367.)  The  mean  of  the 
authors'  determinations  gives  the  number  112'055  (0  =  16). 

Atomic  Weight  of  Copper.  T.  W.  Richards.  (Chem.  News, 
Ixv.  236,  244,  260,  265,  281,  293,  302,  and  Ixvi.  7,  20,  29,  47, 
57,  74,  and  82.)  The  average  result  of  the  five  most  trustworthy 
.series  of  the  author's  determinations  gives  63'604  as  the  atomic 
Aveight  of  this  metal. 

Errors  arising  in  Chemical  Operations  owing  to  the  Employ- 
ment of  Gas  Flames.  A.  Liebeu.  (Monatshefte,  xiii.  286-298.) 
The  author's  results  confirm  E.  v.  Meyer's  observation  (see  Year- 
Book  of  Pharmacy,  1891,  141)  that  during  the  evaporation  of  large 
quantities  of  liqaids,  an  appreciable  amount  of  sulphuric  acid  may 
be  absorbed  from  the  gases  given  off  in  the  combustion  of  the  coal- 
gas  used  for  heating.  His  experiments  show  that  the  quantity  of 
sulphuric  acid  thus  absorbed  varies  considei*ably,  under  otherwise 
equal  conditions,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  liquid  exposed 
during  evaporation.  He  seems  to  regard  this  sulphuric  acid  as  a 
direct  product  of  the  combustion  of  coal-gas  ;  at  any  rate,  he 
argues  against  the  supposition  that  it  is  formed  from  sulphurous 
acid  by  oxidation. 

E.  Priwoznik,  (Ber.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2676- 
2680)  deals  with  the  same  subject,  but  arrives  at  the  conclusion 
that  fi"ee  sulphuric  acid  is  not  given  off  in  the  combustion  of 
coal-gas.  He  finds  that  sulphurous  acid  is  foi-med  which  is 
subsequently  oxidized,  especially  by  oxygen  condensed  on  platinum 
dishes.  Ammonium  sulphate  is  found  by  him  to  be  always 
present  in  liquids  kept  evaporating  for  some  time  over  a  gas 
flame. 

Oxidizing  and  Decolorizing  Action  of  Charcoal.  P.  Caze- 
nciive.     (Chem.  News,  March  30th,  1893.     From  Fharm.  Central- 
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halle.)  The  author  points  out  that  in  some  instances  the  de- 
colorizing action  of  charcoal  is  wholly  or  partly  an  oxidizing  action, 
and  that  in  such  cases  the  decolorizing  power  of  the  charcoal 
will  be  destroyed  or  materially  reduced  if  the  latter  be  previously 
ignited  and  cooled  in  a  current  of  dry  nitrogen  or  carbon  dioxide. 

Animal  Charcoal  as  a  Decolorizer.  T.  R.  Cars  well.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  615-G17.)  The  author's  i-esults  tend  to 
show  that  carbon  as  such  possesses  no  inherent  power  of  decolor- 
izing; that  the  use  of  animal  charcoal  for  this  purpose  depends  to 
some  extent,  especially  for  some  colours,  on  its  physical  condition 
as  an  aggregation  of  cellular  spaces,  but  mainly  on  its  mineral 
constituents ;  that  a  research,  on  these  lines  might  furnish  a  de- 
colorizing material,  having  all  the  advantages  and  none  of  the 
disadvantages  of  animal  charcoal  ;  and  that  attempts  at  purifica- 
tion are  based  on  erroneous  ideas. 

Animal  Charcoal.  D.  B.  Dott.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series, 
xxiii.  QQ"^.)  Referring  to  recent  papers  on  this  subject  by  J. 
Hodgkin  {Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  371)  and  T.  R.  Cars  well 
(preceding  abstract),  the  author  admits  that  in  many  cases  crude 
animal  charcoal  may  be  a  better  decolox'izer  than  the  purified 
pi'oduct,  especially  in  cases  where  the  colouring  matter  forms  an 
insoluble  compound  with  the  lime  of  the  crude  article,  but  he 
contends  that  there  are  colouring  compounds  which  are  much 
better  removed  by  the  purified  charcoal.  He  also  points  out  that 
the  question  of  crude  versus  purified  charcoal  is  not  one  entirely 
of  decolorizing,  and  that  there  are  instances  in  which  the  crude 
preparation  is  not  admissible  on  account  of  the  carbonates  con- 
tained in  it. 

Synthesis  of  Hydrogen  Nitride  (Azoimide).  W.  Wislicenus. 
{Ber.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2084-2087.)  Hydrogen  nitride, 
or  azoimide,  H  Ng,  also  known  by  the  names  of  hydrazoic  acid, 
imidazole  acid,  and  nitrohydric  acid  (see  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy, 
1891,  19,  and  1892,  23),  has  now  been  synthetically  prepared  by  the 
author  by  the  following  simple  process: — Metallic  sodium  is  heated 
in  a  current  of  ammonia  gas,  and  the  resulting  sodamide,  NaN  H2, 
heated  in  a  current  of  dry  nitrous  oxide.  The  products  of  this  last 
reaction  are  sodium  nitride,  sodium  hydrate,  and  ammonia.  By 
dissolving  the  sodium  compounds  in  water  and  distilling  with 
dilute  sulphui'ic  acid,  a  solution  of  hydrogen  nitride  passes  over. 
Potassium  or  zinc  may  be  employed  in  this  process  in  tlie  place 
of  sodium. 
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A  Reaction  of  Nitrites.  C.  M.  van  De venter.  (Ler.  der 
deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxvi.  589-593.)  On  mixing  a  few  drops  of  potas- 
sium ferrocjanide  with  a  weak  solution  of  potassium  nitrite  slightly 
acidified  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  then  adding  a  little  acetic  acid, 
a  deep  yellow  coloration  is  produced.  This  reaction  was  long  ago 
pointed  out  by  Schiiffer,  and  has  now  been  farther  investigated  by 
the  author,  who  finds  that  it  may  be  represented  by  the  equation 

2  Ki  Fe  (C  N)(;  +  2  H  N"  O2  +  2  C.  H4  0.  =  K,,  Fe..  (C  X) i-,  -i- 
2  K  C.,  H3  On  +  2  N  0  +  2  Ho  O, 

and  that  it  can  be  utilised  both  for  the  preparation  of  nitric  oxide, 
and  for  the  detection  and  estimation  of  nitrous  acid,  as  the  forma- 
tion of  nitric  oxide  takes  place  quantitatively.  Full  details  of  a 
quantitative  method  based  on  this  reaction  ai-e  given. 

Preparation  of  Pure  Nitric  Oxide.  F.  Emich.  (Monatshefte, 
xiii.  73-77.)  Perfectly  pure  nitric  oxide  is  obtained  by  treating 
mercury  with  a  mixture  of  sulphuric  and  nitric  acids.  The 
absolute  purity  of  the  gas  thus  obtained  can  be  proved  by  passing 
it  over  red-hot  copper,  which  absoi-bs  the  whole  of  the  oxygen 
forming  Cu^  0,  while  the  nitrogen  is  liberated  and  can  be  mea- 
sured, and  its  weight  calculated  from  the  volume.  The  proportion 
of  oxygen  is  exactly  indicated  by  the  increase  in  the  Aveight  of  the 
copper. 

Action  of  Nitric  Acid  on  Potassium  Bichromate.  G.  C. 
Schmidt.  (Ber.  der  deutfich.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2917-2918.)  In 
studying  this  action  the  author  has  only  obtained  potassium  tetra- 
chromate,  K2  Cr  O4,  SCrO-.  He  regards  the  two  crystalline 
compounds  Crg  O5  (0  K)  N  o'^  and  Crg  Og  (0  K)  N  0,,  described  by 
Darmstiidter,  as  mixtures  of  potassium  nitrate  and  tetrachromate. 

Action  of  Nitric  Acid  on  Metals.  C.  Montemartini. 
{Gazzetta  Chim.  Hal,  xxii.,  i.  250-265,  and  277-343.)  The  author 
has  investigated  the  action  of  an  excess  of  nitric  acid  of  various 
degrees  of  strength  on  iron,  nickel,  cobalt,  cadmium,  and  zinc.  He 
considers  that  the  oxidizing  action  of  the  acid  takes  place  iu 
conjunction  with  the  water  present,  the  latter  entering  into  the 
reaction.     Full  details  will  be  found  in  the  paper. 

Basic  Nitrates.  G.  Rousseau  and  G.  Tite.  (Comptes  Eendns, 
cxiv.  1181-1186,  and  cxv.  174-175.)  The  authors  describe  basic 
nitrates  of  zinc,  cadmium,  nickel,  and  calcium,  obtained  by  heating 
the  hydrated  nitrates  in  sealed  tubes  with  pieces  of  marble  or  lime. 
Their  second    paper   deals    witli    the  decomposition  of   the  basic 
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nitrates  of  copper,  bismuth,  and  uranium.     For  particulars,  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  the  oi'iginal. 

A  basic  calcium  nitrate  is  also  described  by  E.  Werner 
{Comptes  Remlus,  cxv.  169-171),  and  two  basic  nitrates  of  zinc  by 
J.  Riban  {Comptes  Bendus,  cxiv.  1357-1858). 

Metaphosphates.  G.  Tammann.  (Journ.  praJd.  Chem.  [2],xlv. 
417—474.)  The  authoi-  describes  two  metaphosphoric  acids,  viz. 
<x-met(iphosphoric  acid  and  /S-metaphosjjhoric  acid.  The  former  is 
obtained  as  a  soft,  silky  mass  by  heating  orthophosphoric  acid 
until  the  residue  coi-responds  to  the  formula  H  P  O3.  The  other 
is  obtained  by  heating  orthophosphoi-ic  acid  until  it  sets  to  a 
glassy  mass  on  cooling.  Its  potassium  salt  is  insoluble  in  solution 
of  potassium  hydrate.  The  /3-metaphosphates  are  more  stable  in 
water  than  the  a-metaphosphates  ;  they  are  all  freely  soluble,  and 
can  be  separated  from  the  a-salts  by  crystallization. 

The  greater  part  of  the  paper  is  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  meta- 
phosphates hithei'to  described. 

Supersaturated  Aqueous  Solutions  of  Carbonic  Acid.  L. 
Pratesi.  (Gazzetta  Chiin.  ItaL,  xxii.  493-498.)  The  author 
shows  that  water  which  has  been  saturated  with  carbonic  anhy- 
dride under  pressure,  and  is  then  left  for  a  short  time  under 
ordinary  pressure,  contains  a  much  larger  proportion  of  carbonic 
acid  than  water  merely  saturated  with  the  gas  under  ordinary 
pressure.  He  accounts  in  this  way  for  the  fact  that  certain 
mineral  springs  contain  a  larger  quantity  of  this  g'as  than  the 
maximum  amount  which  water  can  absorb  under  ordinary  con- 
ditions. 

The  Mineral  Waters  of  Askern,  in  Yorkshire.  C.  H. 
Bothamley.  (Proc.  Chem.  Soc.,'So.  122.)  Although  the  mineral 
waters  of  Askern  have  a  well-established  reputation  in  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  rheumatism  and  of  skin  diseases,  no  analyses  of 
them  have  been  made  since  those  of  Lankester  and  We.st,  in  or 
about  the  year  1840. 

There  are  at  present  four  wells  or  springs  in  the  peat  common 
on  the  edge  of  which  the  village  of  Askern  stands,  and  to  each  of 
these  is  attached  a  pump  room  and  a  suite  of  baths.  The  author 
has  examined  samples  of  the  waters  collected  at  intervals  extend- 
ing over  a  period  of  nearly  two  years.  They  are  surface  or 
shallow  spring  waters,  and  are  mainly  solutions  of  calcium  and 
magnesium  carbonates  and  sulphates,  containing  a  large  quantity 
of  dissolved  peaty  matter  and  a  considerable  amount  of  hydrogen 
sulphide;    minute    traces    of    iodine   and    lithium,    but   neither 
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bromine  nor  potassium,  were  detected.     The  approximate  compo- 
sition of  the  four  waters,  in  grams  per  litre,  is  as  follows : — 


Terrace  I  CRaritj-  i    Manor - 
Baths.         Baths.    I     Baths. 


Calcium  carbonate 0-8417 

silicate 0-0281 

sulphate 0-.5222 


Magnesium  sulphate 
Sodium  chloride  . 
,,       sulphate  .     . 


0-3874 
0-0346 
0-0426 


0-8232 
0-0262 
0-4434 
0-4-288 
0-0989 
00220 


0-68-2r, 
00443 
0-4938 
0-7184 
0-1190 
0-0G59 


0-6698 
0-044» 
0-5151 
0-6834 
0-120i 
O0599 


Total 


Hydrogen  sulphide 56-7c.c.  I  49-5c.c.   34-8  c.c.|  37-3  ce-. 


1-8566  :   1-8425 


2-1239      2-0936 


It  is  pointed  out  that  the  production  of  the  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  is  probably  due  to  the  action  of  an  organism,  although 
hitherto  the  author  has  failed  in  isolating  one. 

Solubility  of  Ammonia  in  Alcohol.  S.  Dele  pine.  (Jottm.  de 
Pharm.  et  de  Chim.  [o],  xxv.  496-497  ;  Journ.  Chem.  »Soc. ,  September^ 
1892.)  The  following  table  gives  the  solubility  of  ammonia  in 
ethyl  alcohol  of  various  strengths  and  temperatures.  The  weight 
of  gas  contained  in  a  litre  of  the  solution  saturated  at  760  mm.  is 
given,  also  the  density  of  the  solution,  and  the  coefficient  of 
solubility  calculated  from  these  data  and  the  density  of  the^ 
solvent. 


Degree  of  alcohol. 

100°. 

96°.    i    90°. 

80°.        70°.        C0°. 

50". 

Melt-  (  weight  of  gas  . 
ing  ]  density  .     .     . 
ice  (  sol.  coefficient  . 

130-5 

0-78> 
209-5 

146-0      173-0     206-5          —      246  0     304-5 

0-783      0-800     0-808     —          0-830'     0-835- 
245-0     '302-5      390-0         —       504-5      697-7 

i 

(  weight  of  gas  . 

10°    ■  density    .     .     . 

(  sol.  coefficient . 

108-5 

0-787 
164-3 

120-0      137-5      167  0         —       198-2,-)   227-0 

0-803      0794      0-800      —          0-831      0-85O 
186-0     234-4     288-0         —      373  0     438-6 

(  weight  of  gas  . 

20°    ■  density   .     .     . 

(  sol.  coefficient . 

750 
0-791 
106-6 

97-5      102-0      119-75    137-5      152-5     :18-2-7 
0-788      0-795      0-82ll     0-829     0-812'     0-869 
147-8     |158  3      190-5     ;223-0     260-8     338-2 

1                   ! 

(  weight  of  gas    . 

30°    '  density    .     .     . 

(  sol.  coefficient. 

51-5 

0-798 
97-0 

74-0       77-0       81-75 
0-791      0  796     0-826 
lOG-7     1114-0      1216 

100-3      129-5      152-0 

—  0-S4G     0-883- 

—  211-6      2520 

1              1 

Efflorescence  of  Crystallized  Sulphates.    A.  Baubigny  and  PL 
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Peeliard.  {Comptes  Reudus,  cxv.  171.)  The  authors  have  expei-i- 
mented  with  the  sulphates  of  zinc,  cobalt,  iron,  and  other  metals, 
and  find  that  the  efflorescence  of  these  salts  is  materially  accele- 
rated by  the  presence  of  small  quantities  of  free  acid. 

Potassium  Hydrate.  I).  B.  Dott.  (Chemist  and  Druggist, 
January  21st,  1893,  72.)  The  author  points  out  that  commercial 
specimens  of  potassium  hydrate  fall  considerably  short  of  the 
proportion  of  alkali  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia,  though  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  attaining  the  I'equired  strength  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  chemical. 

Sodium  Peroxide.  (Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  699,  and  SUd- 
(leutsche  Apotheker  Zeitung,  1892,  411.)  Sodium  peroxide,  Nag  Og, 
is  now  prepared  on  a  large  scale,  and  is  used  as  a  bleaching  agent. 
It  occurs  in  the  form  of  a  deliquescent  yellowish  mass  or  powder, 
soluble  in  water  with  evolution  of  heat  and  liberation  of  oxygen. 
Its  aqueous  solution  can  be  completely  decomposed  by  boiling, 
bat  the  dry  anhydrous  substance  is  not  decomposed  by  heat. 
When  treated  with  dilute  acids  it  forms  hydrogen  peroxide, 
provided  decomposition  is  prevented  by  cooling.  The  anhydrous 
preparation  is  formed  when  sodium  is  allowed  to  burn  in  dry  air 
or  oxygen,  and  is  more  economically  prepared  by  strongly  heating 
the  monoxide  or  its  hydrate  in  a  powerful  current  of  air,  or  by  the 
-decomposition  of  sodium  nitrate  at  very  high  temperatures.  The 
hydrated  peroxide  is  formed  by  the  addition  of  hydrogen  peroxide 
to  a  20  per  cent,  solution  of  sodium  hydrate,  and  subsequent  pre- 
cipitation by  alcohol.  As  sodium  peroxide  attacks  animal  fibres 
on  account  of  its  strong*  alkalinity,  it  is  preferably  used  for 
bleaching  purposes  with  an  admixture  of  magnesium  salts,  which 
cause  the  formation  of  magnesium  peroxide.  A  mixture  of  this 
kind  now  occurs  in  commerce  under  the  name  of  "oxygen  powder." 

Litkium  Bromate.  A.  Potilitzin.  {Journ.  Russ.  Chem.  Soc, 
xxii.  392-393.)  This  salt  is  best  prepared  by  double  decomposition 
from  lithium  sulphate  and  barium  bromate.  Both  the  anhydrous 
salt,  Li  Bn  O^,  and  the  monohydrated  compound,  Li  Br  O3,  Hg  0, 
can  be  obtained  in  a  crystallized  state. 

Preparation  of  Pure  Strontium  Salts.  L.  Barthe  and  M. 
Falieres.  (Bull.  Soc.  Chim.  [3],  vii.  104;.)  The  authors  find  that 
the  processes  in  use  for  the  preparation  of  strontium  salts  fail  to 
give  products  free  from  barium  and  calcium,  and  recommend  the 
i'ollowing  method  as  free  from  this  objection.  Powdered  stronti- 
auite  is  treated  with  hydrochloric  acid  of  I'lO  specific  gravity 
until  it  is  nearly  all  dissolved.     Ammonia  is  then  added  to  remove 


26  YEAR-BOOK    OF    PHARMACY. 

iron  and  alumina,  the  filtrate  treated  with  an  excess  of  sulphuric 
acid,  and  the  precipitate  thus  formed  Avashed  first  with  highly 
diluted  sulphuric  acid  and  afterwards  with  water,  until  it  is  free 
from  calcium  and  magnesium.  The  washed  precipitate  is  now 
treated  Avith  an  excess  of  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  ammonium 
carbonate  for  several  days  with  frequent  agitation,  then  collected, 
thoroughly  Avell  Avashed,  and  the  residue  dissolved  in  pure  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid.  The  decanted  solution  is  allowed  to  stand  for 
twenty-four  hours,  afterwards  filtered,  and  the  filtrate  mixed  Avith 
one-fifth  of  its  volume  of  strong  hydrochloric  acid  and  a  modei'ate 
quantity  of  precipitated  strontium  sulphate  (Avhich  need  not  be 
free  from  barium).  The  mixture  is  agitated  x-epeatedly  during 
the  next  few  hours,  then  filtered,  evaporated  to  dryness,  the 
residue  dissolved  in  Avater,  the  solution  again  filtered,  and  the 
filtrate  evaporated  to  the  point  of  crystallization.  The  strontium 
chloride  thus  obtained  is  absolutely  free  from  bai'ium  and  other 
impurities. 

Keduced  Iron.  T.  Appel.  (Oesterr.  Zeitschr.  fiii-  Pharm.,  1892, 
395.)  The  author  points  out  that  in  order  to  obtain  a  satisfactory 
product,  it  is  necessary  to  purify  the  hydrogen  gas  employed  in 
the  process.  It  Avas  found  that  by  exposing  the  heated  ferric 
oxide  to  a  current  of  hydrogen  Avhich  had  been  passed  successively 
through  solutions  of  potassium  permanganate,  lead  acetate, 
sulphuric  acid,  and  finally  over  fused  calcium  chloride,  a  prepara- 
tion was  obtained  which  contained  99' 7  per  cent,  of  metallic 
iron,  and  AA^as  completely  soluble  in  cold  dilute  sulphuric  acid. 
The  product  obtained  under  exactly  the  same  conditions  with 
impure  hydrogen  contained  only  58  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron. 
The  fact  that  commercial  specimens  of  i^educed  iron  are  generally 
so  very  impure  is  therefore  attributed  by  the  author  to  the  use  of 
impure  hydrogen  gas. 

New  Iron  Salts.  A.  Lachaud  and  C.  Lepierre.  (Comptes 
lietidus,  cxiv.  915-918.)  Salts  of  the  folloAving  formulae  have  been 
prepared  by  the  authors,  and  are  described  in  this  paper  : — 

h\  (S  0^),,  Fe  S  0^',  4  Am,  S  0^  +  3  H^O 
Feg  (S  0.^).,,  3  Amo  S  0^ 
FeoCSOJg,  Am.SO^. 

They  were  all  obtained  by  the  gi-adual  action  of  ferrous 
sulphate  or  ammonio-ferrous  sulphate  on  fused  ammonium 
sulphate  under  A'^arious  conditions. 

Lead  in  Glass  "Wool.      L.  Hlum.     (Zeitschr.  far  analyt.  Chem., 
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XX xi.  292.)  Attention  is  called  hy  the  author  to  the  occasional 
presence  of  lead  in  glass  wool,  and  to  the  unfitness  of  wool  thus 
contaminated  as  a  medium  for  the  filtration  of  acid  liquids. 

Adulterated  Litharge.  A,  Schneegans.  (Jour n.  P harm.  Els.- 
Lotltr.,  1893,  41.)  The  author  reports  upon  a  sample  of  litharge 
adulterated  Avith  10  per  cent,  of  Hue  sand,  coloured  with  ferric 
oxide. 

Purifications  of  Zinc.  H.  Lescoeur.  (Coviptes  Bendus,  cxvi. 
58-60.)  In  order  to  obtain  zinc  pure  enough  for  toxicological 
investigations,  the  commercial  metal  is  first  fused  with  potassium 
nitrate  to  remove  sulpliur  and  phosphorus,  and  then  with  zinc 
<;hloride  to  remove  arsenic  and  antimony.  The  product  may  still 
contain  copper,  lead,  or  iron,  which  do  not,  however,  interfere 
Avith  its  use  for  the  purpose  above  named.  Distillation  of  the 
purified  metal  Avould  yield  an  entirely  pure  product. 

Silver  Chloride.  M.  C.  Lea.  (Amer.  Joum.  Sci.  [3],  xliv.  446- 
447.)  The  loss  of  sensitiveness  to  light  suffered  by  silver  chloride 
on  heating  to  220°  C.  is  attributed  by  the  author  to  the  complete 
expulsion  of  the  moisture. 

Gold  Bromide.  C.  Patrouillard.  (Bull.  Comm.,  sx.  523.) 
This  preparation  may  be  readily  obtained  by  gently  heating  for  a 
fcAV  minutes  one  part  of  gold  chloride  with  an  equal  weight  of 
potassium  bromide,  4i-  parts  of  10  per  cent,  sulphuric  acid,  and  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  water,  then  allowing  to  cool,  and  shaking 
repeatedly  with  ether  until  the  aqueous  layer  is  nearly  colourless. 
The  united  ethereal  solutions  are  treated  with  calcium  chloride  in 
order  to  remove  the  water  present,  and  after  settling  and  decanta- 
tion  allowed  to  evaporate  at  a  slightly  elevated  temperature. 

Mercuroso- Ammonium  Compounds.  L.  Pesci.  (Pharm.  Jc7trii., 
3i'd  series,  xxiii.  4.  From  Gazz.  Ghim.  Ital.)  The  author  finds  that 
the  so-called  mercuroso-aranionium  compounds  consist  of  the  cor- 
responding mercur-ammonium  salts  mixed  Avith  metallic  mercury, 
which  separates  as  a  precipitate  on  treatment  with  a  saturated 
solution  of  ammonium  sulphate  containing  ammonia,  the  salts 
being  readily  soluble  in  this  medium.  The  grey  powder  obtained 
on  treating  calomel  Avith  ammonia  contains  metallic  mercury,  and 
is  partially  dissolved  by  ammoniacal  ammonium  sulphate  solution. 
It  is  very  unstable  in  the  presence  of  light,  but  when  preserved 
from  disturbing  influences  the  reaction  occurring  in  its  formation 
is  probably  represented  as  folloAVS  : — 

2Hg2  Cl2-f4NH3  =  Hg2NCl,  NH4Cl  +  2Hg-t-2NH4Cl. 
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Similarly,  the  reaction  between  mercurous  sulphate  and  ammonia, 
supposed  to  yield  the  compound  (N  Ho  Hg^  0)2  SO4,  is  shown  to 
proceed  as  repi'esented  in  the  equation  : — 

28  Hg2  S  O4  +  56  N  H3  + 12  H2  0  =  7  (Hgg  N)2  S  O^,  (N  'H,)^  S  O4, 
12  H2  0  +  28  Kg  +  20  (N  H  J2  S  i\. 

When  mercurous  nitrate  remains  in  a  slightly  ammoniacal 
atmosphere,  the  basic  nitrate  (HgjQNg  Ooo,  2  H2  0)  separates,  and. 
on  treatment  with  aqueous  ammonia,  a  precipitate  of  variable 
composition  is  obtained.  This  reaction  is  shown  to  be  represented 
thus  : — 

6  Hg2  (N  03)2  +  12  N  H3  +  2  H„  0  =  3  Hgo  N  •  N  O3,  N  H^  •  N  O3, 
2  H2  0  +  6  RgV  8  N  H4 -V  O3. 

Arsenious  Iodide.  D.  B.  Dott.  {Pharm.  Joum.,  3rd  series, 
xxiii.  Giy.)  The  results  of  the  author's  experiments  show  that  it 
is  practicable  to  prepare  a  salt  of  a  composition  nearly  agreeing 
with  the  formula  As  I3,  but  that  the  tendency  is  towards  a 
deficiency  of  iodine,  that  treatment  with  water  produces  extensi\'c 
decomposition  with  separation  of  a  very  basic  salt,  and  that  the 
alternative  method  referred  to  in  the  Pharmacopceia  does  not 
yield  a  salt  of  the  composition  required. 

Arsenic  Cyanide.  E.  Guenez.  (Comptes  Rendus,  cxiv.  1186- 
1189.)  The  author  has  obtained  cyanide  of  arsenic,  As  Cy3,  in 
the  form  of  yellowish  microscopic  crystals,  by  treating  finely 
powdered  arsenic  with  a  slight  excess  of  dry  cyanogen  iodide  and 
10  parts  of  perfectly  dry  carbon  bisulphide.  When  the  reaction 
ceases  it  is  completed  by  the  heat  of  a  water  bath,  and  the  pro- 
duct is  freed  from  iodide  of  arsenic  by  washing  with  carbon 
bisulphide.  The  reaction  is  represented  by  the  following  equa- 
tion : — • 

2As4-3CNI  =  AsT3  +  As(CN)3. 

Phosphorus  cyanide  has  been  obtained  by  a  similar  reaction. 

Arsenic  cyanide  is  rapidly  decomposed  by  moisture  into  ar- 
senious and  hydrocyanic  acids  ;  on  heating,  a  portion  of  the 
cyanogen  is  given  off,  paracyanogen  and  ai'senic  remaining  be- 
hind. Iodine  converts  the  compound  into  arsenic  iodide  and 
cyanogen  iodide.  A  mixture  of  arsenic  cyanide  and  potassium 
chloi-ate  explodes  violently  when  struck  with  a  hammer. 

Action  of  Alkaline  Mercuric  Cyanide  on  Maltose,  Dextrose,  and 
Dextrin.  J.  A.  Wilson.  (Chcm.  Ncics,  Ixv.  169.)  The  author's 
experiments    were    undertaken    with    the    object    of    testing   the 
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accurac}'  of  the  statement  tluit  alkaline  solutions  of  mercuric; 
cyanide  destroy  the  optical  activit}^  of  dextrose  and  maltose  with- 
out affecting  that  of  dextrin.  His  results  show  that  on  boiling 
these  carbohydrates  with  the  solution  named,  then  acidifying  the 
cooled  solutions  and  clarifying  with  animal  charcoal,  the  optical 
activity  of  dextrose  is  entii-ely  destroyed,  that  of  maltose  reduced 
to  about  one-third,  and  that  of  dextrin  to  about  nine-tenths  of  its 
original  activity.  The  tests  were  performed  under  strictly  equal 
conditions  which  are  detailed  in  the  paper. 

Synthesis  of  Sugars.  W."  E.  Stone.  (Chem.  Neivs,  Ixvi.  165- 
166,  179-180,  194.)  This  paper  consists  of  a  valuable  resume  of 
i-ecent  work  on  this  subject,  but  does  not  admit  of  being  dealt 
with  in  the  form  of  an  abstract. 

Synthetic  Sugars  from  Glucose.  E.  Fischer.  {Liebigs  Annalen, 
cclxx.  64.  From  Pharm.  Jonrn.)  The  author  describes  sugars 
containing  seven,  eight,  and  nine  carbon  atoms  respectively,  their 
compounds  with  phenylhydrazine  and  other  reagents  and  the 
corresponding  alcohols  and  carboxylic  acids.  Glucose  acted  on 
by  hydrocyanic  acid  yields  a  cyanhydrin,  which  on  hydrolysis 
gives  two  acids  which  are  stereo-isomers  of  the  formula  C7  H^4  Og, 
a-  and  /3-glucoheptonic  acids.  The  relative  proportion  of  one  to 
the  other  in  the  product  depends  largely  on  the  temperature  of 
the  reaction,  but  the  a-compound  always  predominates.  On  oxi- 
dation to  the  corresponding  dibasic  acid,  a-glucoheptonic  acid 
yields  inactive  pentoxypimelic  acid,  while  /3-glucoheptonic  acid 
similarly  treated  yields  the  dextrorotatory  form  of  that  substance. 
According  to  the  author  the  isomerism  depends  on  the  position  of 
the  last-added  alcoholic  hydroxyl  group  relatively  to  the  other 
hydroxyl  groiips.  On  reducing  the  lactones  of  the  glucoheptonic 
acids  with  sodium  amalgam,  they  yield  respectively  a-  and  /8- 
glucoheptose.  If  the  reduction  is  carried  farther,  the  correspond- 
ing alcohols  are  formed,  a-  and  y8-glucoheptites ;  a-glucoheptose 
crystallizes  in  tables  from  water;  it  is  slightly  sweet  to  the  taste, 
Iffivorotatory,  and  shows  the  phenomenon  of  bi-rotation,  the  rota- 
tory power  of  a  cold  saturated  solution  being  considerably  dimin- 
ished after  standing  for  twenty-four  hours  and  then  remaining 
stationary.  On  adding  another  carbon  atom  to  the  molecule  of 
the  heptitol  by  means  of  the  cyanhydrin  reaction,  two  stereomeric 
glucooctonic  acids  were  obtained ;  the  structural  difference  be- 
tween these  could  not  be  ascei-tained.  Their  lactones  yielded  on 
reduction  a-  and  y8-glucooctose  and  a-  and  ^-glucooctitol.  By  re- 
peating the  treatment  Avith    hydrocyanic  acid  on   a-glucooctitol, 
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stereomeric  a-  and  /3-glucononomc  acids  resulted,  and  from  these 
the  corresponding'  nonoses  and  nonitols  wore  obtained  by  reduction. 
a-Glucooctose  is  a  sweet  crystalline  substance,  laavorotatory, 
showing  bi-rotation ;  a-glucononose  was  not  obtained  ciystallino, 
but  only  as  a  thick  syrup.  The  alcohols  derived  fx-om  all  these 
new  sugars  are  crystalline  substances.  On  heating  any  one  o£ 
the  above-named  monocarboxylic  acids  with  pyridine  to  140°,  a 
mixture  of  the  two  isomeric  acids  resulted ;  this  is  exactly 
analogous  to  what  occurs  when  mannonic  or  gluconic  acid  is 
heated  with  chinoline,  and  Avhen  racernic  or  mesotartaric  acid  is 
heated  with  water.  The  acids  and  sugars  formed  all  the  usual 
compounds  with  phenylhydrazine,  most  of  them  well  characterized 
by  solubility  and  melting-point ;  while  mannononose  is  ferment- 
able by  yeast,  glucononose  resembles  raannoheptose  and  manno- 
octose  in  not  being  fermentable.  This  indicates  that  the  capability 
of  being  attacked  by  yeast  depends  on  the  configuration  of  the 
molecule,  as  well  as  on  the  number  of  carbon  atoms  contained 
in  it. 

Sugar  from  Linseed.  K.  W.  Bauer.  (Landw.  Versuchs-Stai., 
xl.  480.)  An  infusion  of  linseed,  after  being  treated  Avith  alcohol 
and  ether,  was  boiled  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  the  filtered  liquid 
mixed  with  chalk,  evaporated,  and  the  residue  extracted  with 
alcohol.  A  dextrorotatory  sugar  was  thus  obtained,  which  yielded 
with  phenylhydrazine  needles  of  an  osazone  fusing  at  204^  C. 

Occurrence  of  Sorbite  in  Treacle,  E.  0.  v.  Lippmann.  (Ber. 
der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  3218-3220.)  The  author  has  de- 
tected small  quantities  of  sorbite  in  a  sample  of  molasses  from 
mixed  sugars  of  various  sources. 

Action  of  Nitric  Acid  on  Levulan.  E.  O.  v.  Lippmann  and 
0.  Hahn.  {Ber.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  3216.)  The  chief 
product  of  this  oxidation  is  found  to  be  oxalic  acid.  No  mucic- 
acid  is  formed. 

Iodide  of  Starch.  (!.  Rouvier.  (Comptes  Uendus,  cxiv.  1366- 
1377.)  The  author  has  re-investigated  the  composition  of  iodide 
of  starch  prepai-ed  in  presence  of  an  excess  of  starch,  and  arrives 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  compound  formed  under  this  condition 
corresponds  to  the  formula  (Cg  Ilj,,  0^^  1. 

Transformation  Products  of  Starch.  C.  J.  Lintner.  {Chem. 
Centralhl.,  1892,  623.)  In  a  further  note  on  isomaltose  the  author 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  transformation  products  of  starcli 
are  not  so  numerous  as  is  supposed,  and  are  probably  limited  to 
three;  viz.,  dextrin,  isomaltose,  and  maltose. 
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Products  of  the  Oxidation  of  Starch.  P.  Petit.  (Comptes 
Re7idus,  cxiv.  1875-1377.  From  Joiirn.  Chem.  8oc.)  When  4  parts 
of  starch,  ooutaining'  20  per  cent,  of  water,  are  mixed  with  5  parts 
of  pure  ordinary  nitric  acid,  a  gummy  mass  is  obtained,  which, 
Avhea  heated  at  40°  for  several  days,  swells  up,  becomes  green, 
and  finally  yields  a  very  bulky,  white,  porous  product,  equal  in 
weight  to  the  original  starch. 

When  this  product,  which  contains  6  per  cent,  of  nitric  acid,  is 
heated  at  100°,  it  becomes  reddish- yellow,  and  then  gives  off 
I'eddish  vapours.  When  treated  with  water,  carbonic  anhydride 
and  nitrogen  oxides  are  evolved,  the  evolution  of  gas  being  very 
abundant  on  heating,  whilst  dissolution  is  practically  complete. 
In  presence  of  alcohol  there  is  less  evolution  of  gas,  and  solution 
is  much  less  complete  in  the  cold ;  but  on  heating  there  is  a 
violent  evolution  of  gas,  and  about  half  of  the  solid  matter  dis- 
solves. 

The  addition  of  ether  to  a  cold  alcoholic  solution  precipitates  a 
white,  gummy  substance,  which  gradually  becomes  less  soluble  in 
alcohol.  When  purified  by  solution  in  water,  and  reprecipitation 
by  alcohol,  it  has  the  composition  C5  Hg  O5.  It  dissolves  very 
readily  in  water,  and  the  acid  solution  is  strongly  dextrogyrate ; 
it  reduces  ammoniacal  silver  nitrate  and  Fehling's  solution  in  the 
cold.  Its  specific  rotatory  power  is  aj  =  +  152'8,  and  its  reducing 
power  is  equal  to  24"2  per  cent,  of  that  of  glucose.  The  acid  is 
monobasic  with  phenolphthalein  as  indicator,  and  with  barium 
hydrate  gives  the  salt  (C5  H5  05)0  Ba ;  but  if  this  is  left  in  contact 
with  the  mother  liquor  it  partially  redissolves,  and  about  half  as 
much  more  alkali  is  required  to  produce  a  coloration  with  the 
phenolphthalein. 

When  thrown  into  a  concentrated  solution  of  phenylhydrazine 
acetate,  the  acid  yields  a  hydrazone,  C5  H,;  04:1^2^  Ph,  crystal- 
lizing from  boiling  water  in  rudimentary  needles  that  melt  with 
decomposition  at  about  100°. 

The  acid  is  insoluble  in  cold  alcohol,  but  if  boiled  for  a  long 
time  with  water,  or  for  a  shorter  time  with  dilute  inorganic  acids, 
it  is  converted  into  a  new  acid,  C5  Hg  ^6'  which  is  readily  soluble. 
The  ammonium  salt  of  the  latter,  CyH^  Og'N  H4,  is  sometimes 
obtained  as  a  deliquescent  amorphous  product  by  the  action  of 
ammonia  gas  on  the  cold  alcoholic  solution  of  the  original  product. 
The  coi'responding  hydi^azone,  C5  Hg  O5  :  1^2  H  Ph,  forms  readily  at 
60-70°,  and  in  a  dry  vacuum  it  loses  water  and  changes  into  the 
hydrazone  of  the  acid  C5  Hg  Or,. 
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Tlie  acid  C5  Hg  Og  is  monobasic,  and  its  potassium  and  cadmium 
salts  are  amoi-phous. 

Inulin.  C.  Tanret.  (Jonrn.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chim.,  April, 
1893,  3o4.)  The  author  lias  succeeded  in  separating  from  tlie 
substance  known  as  inulin,  two  closely  resembling,  but  nevertheless 
distinct  principles,  which  he  has  named  pseudo-innlin  and  inulenin 
respectively.  Their  compositions  are  represented  by  the  formulae 
16  (Co  Hio  O5)  •  Ho  0,  and  10  (C,  H^o  O5)  •  2  H,  O.  A  full  descrip- 
tion of  inulin  and  the  two  products  named  will  be  found  in  the 
original  paper. 

Carbohydrates.  F.  Ullik.  iChem.  Centr.,  1892,  432-433. 
From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  The  carbohydrates,  exclusive  of  the 
sugars,  are  grouped  by  the  author  as  follows:— I.,  the  amylums  ; 
IT.,  cellulose;  III.,  soluble  starch;  IV.,  dextrins ;  V.,  gums;  VI., 
dextrin  acids  ;  VII.,  gum  acids  ;  VIII ,  pectins ;  IX.,  pectin  acids. 

The  author  considers  that  the  last-named,  the  pectins  and  the 
"  acid  "  bodies  derived  from  them,  belong  sti'ictly  to  the  group  of 
carbohydrates,  because,  on  the  one  hand,  glucoses  may  readily  be 
obtained  from  them,  whilst,  on  the  other,  substances  corresponding 
with  the  pectins  may  be  obtained  from  starch. 

The  addition  of  alkali,  whether  in  excess  or  not,  to  the  pectin 
acids,  does  not  alter  the  rotatory  power,  and  the  same  property 
belongs  to  some  dextrins  which  have  been  obtained  by  the  action 
of  acids,  and  also  to  maltose.  Pectin  acids  do  not  diffuse  through 
a  membrane,  but  their  salts  do  so  readily.  The  author  separated, 
a  pectin  acid  from  beetroot,  the  coefficient  of  rotation  for  which 
was  [a]D  =  300,  and  from  which,  by  oxidation,  70-80  per  cent,  of 
mucic  acid  was  obtained. 

Soluble  starch,  cellulose,  dextrose,  and  maltose  all  show  the  same 
a-otatory  power  when  dissolved  in  concentrated  sulphuric  acid. 

Soluble  stai'ch  appears  to  exist  in  different  modifications,  which 
are  distinguished  from  one  another  in  outward  appearance,  degi-ee 
of  solubility,  and  iodine  reaction,  but  they  all  have  the  same 
rotatory  power,  nameh',   [a]p  — 199'6 -200'8. 

Natural  Synthesis  of  the  Vegetable  Hydrocarbons.  L. 
Maquenne.  {Compfes  Rendus,  cxiv.  677-G80 ;  Journ.  Chem.  Soc, 
October,  1892.)  Whilst  it  is  easy  to  trace  the  connection  between 
the  carbohydrates,  the  fatty  acids,  and  the  paraffins,  and  to  form 
some  idea  of  the  mode  in  wdiich  substances  of  these  groups  are 
f(!)rmed  in  nature,  there  has  been  hitherto  no  direct  connection 
established  between  the  carbohydrates  and  the  benzene  family, 
much  less  with  the  terpenes  and  i-esins   which  are  so  abundant  in 
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the  vegetable  kingdom.  Now,  however,  it  is  shown  that  the 
heptine,  C^  H^o,  obtained  by  reducing  perseitol  with  boiling 
hydriodic  acid,  and  therefore  a  product  of  direct  synthesis,  is  not 
only  identical  with  the  heptine  extracted  by  Renard  from  resin 
oil,  but  has  the  characteristic  properties  of  the  terpenes,  and  may, 
in  fact,  be  regarded  as  a  lower  member  of  that,  or  perhaps  of  the 
mentheno,  family. 

•  Vegetable Cholesterin.  E.Gerard.  {GomptesIiendus,cxiv.  16-i-i- 
1546.)  The  cholesterin  obtained  from  phanerogamous  plants  is 
found  to  be  identical  in  all  its  properties  with  Hesse's 2:)hytosferin.  It 
is  obtained  by  preparing  an  extract  with  ether,  saponifying  it  with 
alcoholic  potash,  exhausting  the  dried  soap  with  ether,  and  evapo- 
rating. The  acicular  crystals  thus  left  are  purified  by  treating 
with  potash,  then  dissolving  in  water,  and  agitating  the  alkaline 
solution  with  chloroform.  The  product  may  be  still  further 
purified  by  converting  the  cholesterol  into  the  benzoate,  crystal- 
lizing the  latter  repeatedly  from  alcohol,  and  saponifying. 

The  corresponding  product  from  cryptogamous  plants  agreed 
in  its  reactions  with  Tanret's  ergosterin,  and  does  not  give  the 
coloration  with  concenti^ated  sulphuric  acid  and  chloroform  which 
characterizes  phytosterin  and  animal  cholesterin.  It  somewhat 
differs,  however,  from  ergosterin  in  its  melting-point  and  rotatory 
power. 

Denitration  of  Pyroxylin.  D.  Woodman,  (Journ.  Amer. 
Chem.  Soc,  xiv.  112.)  On  treating  collodion  films  and  thin  sheets 
of  celluloid  with  aminonium  sulphide,  and  then  washing  with  a 
copious  stream  of  water,  a  substance  is  obtained,  which,  when 
ignited,  burns  like  ordinary  wood  or  paper.  Its  specific  gravity 
is  1'545.  It  is  slightly  hygroscopic,  strong,  elastic,  and  translucent. 
Its  application  for  the  preparation  of  incandescent  electric-lamp 
filaments  is  suggested. 

Ether.  D.  B.  Dott.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  617-618.) 
The  author  finds  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  prepare  pure  ether  in 
large  quantities  of  as  low  a  specific  gravity  as  "720,  and  that  most 
of  the  commercial  so-called  pure  ethers  of  low  specific  gravity 
contain  methyl  ether.  He  is  inclined  to  think  that  in  the  next 
edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  specific  gravity  test  for 
pure  ether  should  be  altered  to  "  not  exceeding  '724  "  ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  methylated  ether  for  ansje-sthetic  purposes  should  be 
introduced,  of  a  specific  gravity  not  exceeding  '718. 

Preparation  of  Pure  Chloroform.  R.  Anschiitz.  {Per.  der 
deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  3512.)     Some  time  ago  the  author  showed 
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that  by  the  action  of  phosphorus  oxychloride  on  salicylic  acid 
two  crystalline  products,  sallcylide  and  polysalicylide,  could  be 
obtained,  of  which  the  former  is  soluble  in  chloroform,  forminj^ 
with  it  a  crystalline  combination  of  the  formula 


(CgH4<o^)4-2CHC1, 


The  chloroform  in  this  compound  is  loosely  combined,  and  escapes 
on  gentle  heating  ;  it  is  comparable  to  the  water  of  crystallization 
in  salts.  The  author  now  suggests  that  advantage  may  be  taken 
of  this  observation  for  the  purification  of  chloroform.  The  residual 
salicylide  can,  of  course,  be  used  over  and  over  again.  For  this 
purpose  it  is  not  necessary  to  dissolve  it  in  chloroform,  but  it 
suffices  to  keep  it  in  contact  with  the  latter  for  twenty-four  hours 
t  an  ordinary  temperature.  None  of  the  impurities  of  commercial 
chloroform  are  capable  of  forming  crystals  with  chloroform. 

Salicylide  chloroform  is  difficultly  soluble  in  chloroform.  If 
protected  against  air  and  heat,  it  can  be  kept  unchanged  for  any 
length  of  time,  and  may  be  used  for  the  rapid  preparation  of  an 
absolutely  pure  chloroform  for  immediate  use  by  the  mere  appli- 
cation of  a  gentle  heat. 

Chloroform.  D.  Brown.  (Phann.  Jonrn.,  ord  series,  xxiii. 
505-506.)  The  author  discusses  the  question  how  many  varieties 
of  chloroform  are  required  to  supply  the  demands  for  preparations 
suitable  for  anossthetic  and  manufacturing  purposes.  He  ai'rives 
at  the  conclusion  that,  although  at  present  chloroforms  are 
prepared  from  at  least  five  different  sources,  there  is  no  need  for 
more  than  two  qualities ;  viz.,  one  of  the  highest  degree  of  purity 
for  anaesthetic  purposes,  and  a  second,  not  so  highly  purified,  for 
the  use  of  manufacturers.  As  to  the  first,  he  considei-s  that 
chloroform  to  be  the  best  and  most  suitable  which,  irrespective  of 
origin,  contains  the  smallest  amount  of  impui-ity. 

Observations  on  Decomposing  Chloroform.  U.  Brown.  (I'liarm. 
Journ.,  3rd  sei-ics,  xxiii.  792-793.)  Some  time  ago  the  author 
withdrew  his  zinc  iodide  and  starch  test  in  favour  of  Professor 
Ramsay's  baryta  water  test,  for  the  first  indication  of  decomposi- 
tion in  chloroform.  He  now,  however,  finds  that  this  reagent 
deserves  the  first  place  as  an  indicator,  the  nose  the  second,  and 
that  baryta  water  may  be  dispensed  with  altogether.  Soon  after 
zinc  iodide  and  starch  begins  to  indicate,  decomposition  may 
easily  be  recognised  by  the  peculiar  odour  of  carbonyl  chloride, 
whieli  indication   renders  the  application  of  baryta  watei',  or  any 
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other  reagent,  quite  unnecessary  for  the  purpose  of  establishing' 
the  presence  of  decomposition.  During  its  first  stages  a  distinct 
reaction  is  obtained  with  zinc  iodide  and  starch,  but  none  with 
baryta  water,  a  separation  of  water  being  also  observed.  After 
further  decomposition,  zinc  iodide  and  starch  giyes  a  more  marked 
i-eaction  than  at  first,  and  baryta  water  also  reacts,  but  faintly. 
Still  following  the  decomposition,  it  is  found  that  both  reagents 
continue  to  give  marked  reactions  until  a  point  is  reached,  when 
that  produced  by  zinc  iodide  and  starch  is  observed  to  become  less 
marked,  and  finally  to  disappear  altogether,  while  the  reaction 
with  baryta  water  may  still  be  obtained.  A  small  quantity  of 
deep  straw-coloured  liquid  is  also  observed  at  this  stage  floating 
on  the  surface  of  the  chloroform.  At  this  point  there  remains  a 
considerable  quantity  of  undecomposed  chloroform,  which  may, 
either  before  or  after  separating  the  decojiiposition  products,  be 
again  put  into  an  active  state  of  decomposition  by  simply  remov- 
ing the  stopper  from  the  bottle  for  a  few  seconds,  replacing  it,  and 
again  exposing  it  to  sunlight,  when  reactions  similar  to  those 
already  described  with  zinc  iodide  and  starch  are  obtained.  The 
author  thinks  that  results  such  as  those  described  could  not  have 
been  obtained,  if  Professor  Ramsay  were  correct  in  stating  that 
carbonyl  chloride  and  hydrochloric  acid  are  the  only  products 
obtained  from  chloroform  decomposing  in  the  presence  of  air. 

The  following  equations  are  given  as  a  probable  explanation  of 
the  changes  observed  : — 

4  C  H  CI3  -f  3  02  =  4  C  0  CI.,  +  -2  Ho  0  +  2  Cl^. 

2C6C12  +  2H2  0  =  2C02  +  4HC1. 

2CHCl3-f2Cl2  =  2CCl4  +  2HCl. 

6CHCl3-f3  0o  =  2COCl2  +  2CCl4-l-2C02  +  6HCl. 

In  harmony  with  this  view,  chlorine,  water,  and  caibonyl 
chloi'ide  ai'e  found  in  the  early  stages,  the  chlorine  being  first 
recognised,  and  disappearing  with  the  water  at  a  more  advanced 
stage,  and  the  carbonyl  chloride  reaction  being  invariably  ob- 
tained, not  only  in  the  early  but  also  in  the  most  advanced  stage 
met  with. 

The  quantities  of  carbonyl  chloride  found  in  different  samples 
of  decomposing  chloroform  do  not  exceed  0"57  per  cent.,  and  the 
ratio  existing  between  it  and  the  chlorine  precipitable  by  silver 
nitrate  in  the  early  stages,  changes  as  decomposition  advances, 
the  former  decreasing  and  the  latter  increasing.  In  the  early 
stages  there  was  found  ICO  CI2  to   1"29  H  CI,  and  in  the  later 
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stages,  ICOClo  to  4-69  H  CI.  The  ratio  as  represented  by  the 
foregoing  equations  in  similar  stages  is  1  to  1  +  1  to  8,  the 
difference  being  attributable  to  loss  of  carbonjl  chloride.  The 
straw-coloured  liquid  found  in  the  advanced  stages  contains  no  free 
chlorine  ;  it  consists  of  a  strong  aqueous  solution  of  hydrochloric 
acid  in  which  very  faint  traces  of  carbonyl  chloride  are  found,  and 
contains  35"45  per  cent,  of  H  CI. 

The  author  also  confirms  the  observations  that  in  a  vacuum 
pure  chloroform  can  be  kept  unchanged  even  on  prolonged  ex- 
posure to  light,  and  that  under  ordinary  conditions  the  stability 
of  chloroform  can  be  greatly  increased  by  the  reduction  of  the 
specific  gravity  (addition  of  alcohol).  The  experiments  referred 
to  in  this  paper  were  made  with  pure  chloroform  of  1"500 
specific  gravity,  which  had  been  dehydrated  with  barium  oxide. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  interesting  observation  that  in  an 
atmosphere  of  pure  oxygen  the  decomposition  of  chloroform  is 
gi'eatly  accelerated. 

The  Decomposition  of  Chlorofoi*m.  C.  Schacht  and  E.  Biltz. 
(Pharm.  Joitrn.,  3rd  series,  xxiii,  1005-lOOG.)  The  authors'  results 
are  on  the  whole  confirmatory  of  those  desci-ibed  by  D.  Brown 
(see  preceding  abstract).  The  equations  given  by  the  latter  are 
found  to  be  correct,  but  the  authors  add  that  they  apply  ex- 
clusively to  the  decomposition  of  chloroform  which  is  perfectly 
free  from  alcohol.  They  find  that  absolutely  pure  chloroform 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  1-5020  at  15°  C.  (59°  ¥.),  The  proportion 
of  alcohol  present  in  samples  of  lower  gravity  may  be  deduced 
from  the  following  data  :  — 

Specific  gravity  at  15'C.  =  59°  F. 

Pure  cliloroform 1-5020. 

„  „  with  0-2J  p.c.  alcohol       .       1-4977. 

„    0-r,       „         „  .       1-4939. 

.,     1-0       ,'         M  ■       1-1854. 

„    2-0       „         „  .       1-4703. 

According  to  the  authors'  experience,  an  addition  of  alcohol, 
amounting  to  one  part  in  four  hundred  of  chloroform  (0-25  per 
cent.),  is  sufficient  to  prevent  recognisable  decomposition  for  one 
month  or  longer,  with  double  that  amount  (05  per  cent.)  decom- 
position is  prevented  for  nearly  twelve  months,  and  with  one  per 
cent,  for  many  years.  These,  however,  are  only  given  as  average 
statements,  liable  to  variation  in  both  directions,  according  to  the 
varying  intcTisity  of  light,  etc. 

Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether.     C.    O.   Curtman.     (J'harm.  Review, 
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July,  1892.)  The  autlior  records  the  results  of  an  extensive  scries 
of  analyses  of  commercial  samples  of  ethyl  nitrite  and  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether,  and  also  deals  with  the  principal  volumetric  and 
i^asometric  methods  for  the  assay  of  these  preparations.  The 
paper  concludes  with  u.seful  tables  for  iuterpi-eting  the  results 
obtained  by  Allen's  process.  For  particulars,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  oi-iginal  article,  a  reprint  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  87-89  and  104-107. 

Commercial  Amyl  Nitrite.  C.  0.  Curtman.  (Amer.  Journ. 
rhariti.,  August,  1892.)  The  author's  assay  of  a  number  of  com- 
mercial specimens  of  amyl  nitrite  by  Allen's  process  shows  a  vari- 
ation in  strength  from  27'1  to  9o"7  per  cent.  He  points  out  the 
necessity  for  the  introduction  of  definite  tests  for  the  purity  of  this 
substance,  and  the  insufficiency  for  this  purpose  of  a  mere  state- 
ment of  the  specific  gravity  and  boiling-point. 

Butyl-Hypnal.  ]\r.  Bern  in.  {V  Union  Pharmaceutique,  1892, 
•4-44<.)  This  pi^oduct  is  a  combination  of  antipyrine  and  butyl- 
chloral,  and  is  described  as  forming  colourless  crystals  of  bitter 
taste,  fusing  at  70°,  slightly  soluble  in  water,  and  very  soluble  in 
alcohol,  ether,  benzol,  and  chloi'oform.  It  reduces  potassium  per- 
manganate, and  is  decomposed  by  alkalies.  A  solution  of  butyl- 
hypnal  forms  a  red  coloration  Avith  ferric  chloride,  and  a  copious 
crystalline  precipitate  with  picric  acid. 

A  Method  for  the  Preparation  of  Acetylene.  M,  W.  T ravers. 
{Proc.  Chevi.  Sue,  No.  118.)  Maquenne  has  recently  published. 
(Gomptes  Bendiis,  1892)  an  account  of  a  method  of  preparing 
acetylene  by  the  interaction  of  water  and  barium  carbide, 
the  carbide  being  made  by  reducing  barium  carbonate  with  mag- 
nesium in  the  presence  of  carbon,  a  method  which  affords  about 
half  the  calculated  quantity  of  barium  carbide.  Woliler  obtained 
calcium  carbide  by  heating  calcium  zinc  alloy  with  carbon  in  a 
graphite  crucible. 

Calcium  carbide  may  be  prepared  in  quantity  by  reducing  cal- 
cium chloride  with  sodium  in  the  presence  of  carbon.  The 
operation  is  conducted  as  follows : — 45  grams  of  sodium  are 
placed  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  iron  bottle,  and  an  intimate 
mixture  of  powdered  gas  carbon  and  calcium  chloride,  which  has 
been  well  dried  on  a  hot  iron  dish,  is  then  introduced  ;  the  top  of 
the  bottle,  furnished  with  a  long  neck,  having  been  screwed  on, 
the  bottle  is  heated  to  bright  redness  during  half  an  hour;  it  is 
then  removed  from  the  fire,  stoppered,  and  cooled  with  water. 
When  broken  away  from  the  bottle,  the  product  is  dark  grey  in 
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colour,  and  consists  of  sodium  chloride,  calcium  carbide,  and  the 
excess  of  carbon  added  to  render  the  mass  less  compact  ;  usually 
about  It)  per  cent,  of  carbide  is  formed,  which  is  half  the 
theoretical  quantity.  In  practice,  1  gram  of  sodium  thus  con- 
verted into  carbide  is  found  to  yield  240  c.c.  of  acetylene,  instead 
of  487  c.c,  the  calculated  equivalent  quantity. 

Mercuriodides  of  Organic  Bases.  A.  B.  Prescott.  (Amer. 
Chem.  Journ.,  xiv.  606-611.)  The  author  describes  compounds  of 
quinine,  pyridine,  and  quinoline  obtained  by  precipitating  solu- 
tions of  the  alkaloids  with  the  requisite  amount  of  decinormal 
solution  of  potassium  mercuriodide.  The  composition  of  the  three 
compounds  is  represented  by  the  following  formulae  : — 

2  Coo  Ho^  ^-  0"'  -^  H  1, 3  Hg  Ig  +  Ha  0. 
65  H-,  X,  2  Hg  I... 
CgH,N,H,L. 

Piperazine.  W.  Majert  and  A.  Schmidt.  (Fhann.  Journ., 
from  Proc.  Chem.  Soc,  No.  119,  35.)  The  authors  state  that 
erroneous  statements  have  appeared  in  several  modern  text-books 
regarding  the  physical  and  chemical  characters  of  piperazine, 
C^  Hjo  No,  the  properties  of  the  impui-e  substances  of  like  com- 
position, diethylenediamine  and  ethylenimine,  discovered  by  Von 
Hofmann  and  Ladenburg,  having  been  confused  with  those  of  the 
former  compound.  It  is  pointed  out  that  piperazine  is  especially 
characterized  by  the  formation  of  an  insoluble  pomegranate-red 
double  salt  Avith  bismuth  iodide,  and  of  a  dibenzoyl  compound 
melting  at  191°.  The  authors  also  mention  that  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  preparing  a  series  of  hydi-ates  of  piperazine,  the  one 
most  readily  formed  being  a  hexhydrate  which  ciystallizes  from 
dilute  aqueous  solutions. 

Micro-Chemical  Distinction  of  Alkaloids  and  Proteic  Matter. 
L.  Errera.  (^Pharvi.  Jourti,.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  48.)  The  author's 
experiments  show  that  alcohol  containing  tartaric  acid  (recom- 
mended by  Stas  for  the  mici'O-chemical  extraction  of  alkaloids) 
answers  the  double  purpose  of  dissolving  the  alkaloids  and  pre- 
cipitating proteic  matter  so  as  to  differentiate  them  niicro- 
chemically.  For  the  preparation  of  the  reagent  he  recommends 
the  use  of  crystallized  tartaric  acid  and  alcohol,  in  the  propoi-tion 
of  I  g.  to  20  c.cm.  Sections  thick  enough  to  contain  one  laj'er  of 
entix-e  cells  are  soaked  in  this  liquid  for  twenty-four  hours.  They 
are  then  removed  from  time  to  time,  placed  in  distilled  water,  and 
treated  with   the   general    i-eagcnts — iodide    of    potassium,  double 
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iodide  of  mercury  and  potassium,  phospliomolybdio  acid,  etc.  In 
the  case  of  alkaloids,  these  will  have  been  removed  by  the  alcohol, 
and  the  reactions  will  therefore  not  occur  ;  but  proteids  will  have 
remained  in  the  cells,  and  the  reactions  will  be  obtained  in  the 
same  way  as  in  a  direct  examination  of  a  section. 

The  Identity  of  Caffeine  and  Theine.  W.  R.  Duns  tan  and 
W.  F.  J.  Shepheard.  (Froc.  Cheiii.  Soc,  No.  117.)  Mays,  and 
more  recently  Lauder  Brunton  and  Cash,  having  concluded  that 
"  theine  "  from  tea  differs  in  its  phj'siological  action  in  certain 
respects  from  "  caffeine  "  from  coffee,  the  authors  have  deemed  it 
desirable  to  compare  the  products  from  the  two  sources.  They 
conclude  that  their  identity  is  beyond  question.  The  observed 
differences  in  physiological  action  must  be  ascribed  either  to  im- 
purities in  the  materials  used,  or  to  differences  in  the  animals  to 
which  they  were  administered  ;  the  circumstance  that  "  theine  " 
has  been  found  to  be  more  active  and  to  be  capable  of  producing 
effects  not  produced  by  "caffeine"  tends  to  support  the  view 
that  the  "  theine  "  was  impure,  especially  as  it  is  known  that  tea 
contains  other  alkaloids. 

Caffeine  Salts.  PI  Schmidt.  (Archiv  der  Fharm.,  ccx.xxi.  1.) 
The  author  supplies  further  evidence  of  the  existence  of  definite 
chemical  compounds  of  caffeine  with  both  inorganic  and  organic 
acids,  and  describes  a  number  of  the  salts  and  the  methods  of 
their  preparation.  For  particulars  the  original  paper  should  be 
consulted. 

Caffeine-Iodol.  E.  Konteschweller.  (Pharvi.  Centralhalle, 
1893,  95.)  This  compound  is  obtained  in  the  form  of  a  pale  grey, 
crystalline,  odourless,  and  tasteless  precipitate,  by  mixing  alcoholic 
solutions  of  caffeine  and  iodol  in  molecular  propoi'tions.  It  con- 
tains 74'6  per  cent,  of  iodol  and  25'4  per  cent,  of  caffeine,  and  is 
insoluble,  or  nearly  so,  in  most  solvents.  Its  composition  is  repre- 
sented by  the  formula  Cg  H^f,  N^,  Oo  C4 1^  N  H. 

Cocaine  Hydrochlorate.  W.  Kinzel.  (Pharm.  Zeitung,  1893, 
25.)  The  author  finds  that  the  melting-point  of  the  perfectly  pure 
salt  is  201-202°  C,  and  not  181-5°  C,  as  has  been  repeatedly 
stated. 

Benzoyl  Pseudotropeine  (Tropacocaine).  O.  Hesse.  (Fharm. 
Juurn.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  241.)  This  base  occurs,  associated  with 
cocaine,  cocamine,  einnamylcocaine,  and  other  bases,  in  Java  coca, 
and  to  some  extent  in  other  coca  leaves.  It  was  first  recognised 
by  Giesel,  and  subsequently  investigated  by  Liebermann.  The 
name  tropacocaine  was  suggested  for  this  base  by  Dr.  Chadbourne 
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on  medical  rather  than  chemical  grounds.  More  recently  this 
alkaloid  and  the  products  of  its  decomposition  have  been  studied 
bj  the  author,  who  supplies  the  following  statement  of  his  results  : 
— The  base  crystallizes  in  colourless  plates  of  fatty  lustre,  melt- 
ing at  48°,  and  possessing  the  general  characters  assigned  to  it 
by    Liebermann.     Its  composition  is  represented  by  the  formula 

The  hydrochloride,  C15  Hjg  N  O.,,  H  CI,  is  very  soluble  in  water. 
When  crystallized  from  alcohol  it  has  the  form  of  large  rhombic 
crystals,  and  when  precipitated  from  alcoholic  solution  by  ether 
the  form  of  extended  laminae.  The  salt  melts  at  269°  C,  and  is 
scarcely  soluble  in  ether.     Its  water  solation  is  optically  inactive. 

The  platinum  salt  (Cjj  H^gN  03)0,  PtClgHo,  obtained  by  pre- 
cipitation, forms  small  pale  yellow  needles  sparingly  soluble  in 
water.     Liebermann  described  the  salt  as  amorphous. 

On  treating  a  solution  of  benzoyl  pseudotropeine  in  methylic 
alcohol  with  methyl  iodide,  colourless  crystals  soon  separate,  which 
consist  of  benzoyl  pseudotropeine  methyl  iodide,  Cj5  H^^  X  Oo, 
C  H3  I,  which  is  tolerably  soluble  in  hot  methylic  or  ethylic 
alcohol.  The  corresponding  chloride,  C^j  Hjy  IS'Oo,  C  H3  CI,  ob- 
tained by  treatment  with  freshly  precipitated  silver  chloride, 
crystallizes  on  evaporating  the  solution  in  stout  prisms  or  needles. 
The  platinum  salt  (C^  Hjg  N  Oo  C  R.^),,  Pt  Clg  -f  2  Ho  0,  has  the 
form  of  orange-coloured  needles,  sparingly  soluble  in  cold  water. 
The  gold  salt  (C^j  HigN  Oo  C  Hg)^,  Au  Cl^,  has  the  form  of  a  yellow 
crystalline  precipitate,  sparingly  soluble  in  cold  water.  AVhen  a 
water  solution  of  the  iodide  is  shaken  with  fz'eshly  precipitated 
silver  oxide,  a  strongly  basic  solution  of  the  benzoyl  pseudotropeine 
hydrate  is  obtained,  and  on  evaporating  this  solution  in  the  ex- 
siccator an  almost  colourless  residue  is  obtained,  which  is  readily 
soluble  in  water. 

Liebermann  stated  that  by  the  splitting  up  of  benzoyl  pseudo- 
tropeine with  hydrochloric  acid  it  was  converted  into  benzoic  acid, 
and  a  base  Avhich  he  regarded  as  being  identical  with  that  ob- 
tained from  hyoscine  by  Ladenburg.  The  author  has,  however, 
found  that  the  base  produced  from  hyoscine  has  a  different  com- 
position from  pseudotropeine,  and  it  has  been  named  by  him 
oscino. 

After  sepai'ating  the  benzoic  acid,  produced  bj-  the  action  of 
hydrochloric  acid  upon  benzoyl  pseudotropeine,  and  evaporating 
the  acid  solution,  a  crystalline  residue  is  obtained,  from  whicli  the 
base  formed  by  the  splitting  up  of  benzoyl  pseudotropeine  can  be 
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obtained  by  adding  caustic  soda  and  shaking  with  chloroform. 
On  evaporating  the  chloroform  solution,  the  pseudotropeine  re- 
mains in  the  form  of  prisms,  which  gradually  become  moist  on 
exposure,  and  melt  at  108°.  In  other  respects  it  agreed  with 
Liebermann's  description,  and  as  the  formula  of  benzoyl  pseudo- 
tropeine is  CijHi.jNO^i,  the  base  can  only  have  the  composition 
represented  by  the  formula  CyH^sNO,  as  Liebermann  found  was 
the  case. 

The  pseudotropine  hydrochloride  crystallizes,  on  evaporating 
the  water  solution,  in  the  form  of  long  needles  which  rapidly 
deliquesce.  On  adding  to  the  solution  platinum  chloride,  the 
platinum  salt  soon  crystallizes  out  as  orange-red  tabular  cry.stals 
readily  soluble  in  water.  On  evaporating  the  solution  the  salt 
crystallizes  in  fine  prisms.  In  both  cases  the  ci'ystals  have  a 
marked  lustre,  wdiich  they  rapidly  lose  on  warming  from  loss  of 
water  of  crystallization.  At  100°  C.  the  salt  becomes  anhydrous, 
and  then  melts  at  206°  C.  Analysis  gave  results  agi'eeing  with 
Liebermann's  formula— (Cg  H15  N  O)^,  Pt  CI  g  H.  +  4  Ho  O. 

The  gold  salt  has  the  form  of  yellow  laminpe,  and  melts  at  202°. 

Pseudotropine  combines  readily  with  methyl  iodide,  solidifying 
with  evolution  of  heat.  After  recrystallization  from  water,  the 
compound  has  the  form  of  colourless  rhombohedral  crystals 
generally  grouped  like  those  of  ammonium  chloride.  It  is 
anhydrous,  and  melts  at  270°  C.  The  chloride  has  the  form  of 
stout  rhombohedral  crystals,  Avhich  are  anhydrous,  readily  soluble 
in  water,  sparingly  in  alcohol.  The  platinum  salt  is  anhydrous, 
melts  at  216°  C,  and  crystallizes  well  from  hot  water.  Pseudo- 
tropinemethylhydroxide  becomes  brown  on  evaporating  its  water 
solution  in  the  exsiccator. 

Cinchona  Alkaloids.  A.  Glaus.  (Liebig's  A»nalen,  cclxix. 
232-294.)  This  paper  contains  an  account  of  a  considerable 
number  of  methyl,  ethyl,  and  benzyl  derivatives  of  quinidine, 
cinchonidine,  and  cinchonine,  and  of  compounds  of  these  deriva- 
tives.    For  particulars,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  original. 

Constitution  of  Cinchona  Alkaloids.  W.  J.  Comstock  and 
W.  Koenigs.  {Ber.  der  deuUch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  1539-1551; 
Jour7i.  Chem.  Soc,  August,  1892.)  In  the  light  of  Skraup's 
experiments,  the  authors  now  hold  the  view  that  only  one  quino- 
line  residue  is  present  in  the  cinchona  alkaloids,  and  that  the 
so-called  second  complex  (CjoHigN  0),  which  in  cinchonine  and 
cinchonidine  is  combined  with  a  quinoline  residue,  and  in  quinine 
and  quinidine  with  a  paramethoxyquinoline  residue,  consists   of 
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liydrogenized  benzene  and  pyridine  nuclei  combined  in  a  manner 
similar  to  that  which  Merling-  has  suggested  for  tropine  and 
ecgonine.  In  support  of  this  hypothesis,  the  authors  cite  the 
inferior  stability  of  the  above-mentioned  complex  (C;ioHigNO), 
in  comparison  with  that  of  a  quinoline  residue ;  furthermore, 
whilst  Merling  has  shown  that  tropine  and  ecgonine  give  tropinie 
acid,  Cg  H]o  N  0^,  on  oxidation,  Skraup  has  obtained  cincholeuponic 
acid,  CjNPIgMe  (COO  H)^,  on  oxidizing  the  cinchona  alkaloids. 

Bases  Homologous  with  Q,uinine.  E.  Grim  a  ax  and  A. 
Arnaud.  (Gomptes  Iiendus,cxiv.Q72~G7o.)  The  bases  described 
by  the  authors  in  this  paper  are  cupre'ine,  ciuinopropyline,  qtdniso- 
propijline,  and  quinamyline.  For  particulars  the  original  should 
be  referred  to. 

Quinine  Double  Salts.  E.  Grimaux.  (Compies  Eendus,  axv. 
008-610  ;  Journ.  Chem.  Soc,  February,  1893,  i.  115.)  When  30 
parts  of  crystallized  basic  quinine  sulphate  (1  mol.)  is  dissolved 
in  2-l"9  c.c.  of  hydrochloric  acid  of  the  sp.  gr.  1'050  (2  mols.), 
and  the  solution  allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously  in  dry  air, 
the  salt  (C20  Ho,  No  Oo)o,  2  H  CI,  K^  S  0.^  +  3  H..  O,  is  obtained  in 
acicular  crystals,  which  lose  3  mols.  Ho  0  at  100°.  One  part  of 
the  anhydrous  salt  dissolves  in  1"16  parts  of  water  at  25°.  The 
hydrated  salt  melts  at  120°,  and  the  anhydrous  salt  melts,  indis- 
tinctly, with  some  decomposition,  at  165-170°.  If  only  lialf  the 
quantity  of  hydrochloi-ic  acid  is  used,  solution  takes  place  much 
less  easily,  and  the  hot  liquid,  when  cooled,  deposits  basic  quinine 
sulphate.  On  further  evaporation,  it  yields  the  hydrochloro- 
sulphate. 

Quinine  hydrobromosulphate  (Cof,  Hoo  No  Oo)o,  2  H  Br,  Hg  S  O^  + 
3  Ho  0,  is  obtained  in  a  similar  manner,  by  dissolving  the  basic 
sulphate  (1  mol.)  in  hydrobromic  acid  (2  mols.).  It  forms  a 
hard,  white  mass  of  small  needles,  loses  3  mols.  Hg  0  at  100°,  and 
is  less  soluble  than  the  chlorine  compound. 

The  hydriodosulphate  is  obtained  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
forms  yellowish  crystals,  which  lose  water  in  a  dry  vacuum  or  at 
100°,  and  becomes  bi-own,  but  absorb  water  and  regain  their 
yellow  colour  when  exposed  to  the  air. 

Phosphoric  acid  yields  analogous  double  salts.  The  chlorine 
compound  has  the  composition  (Coq  Hoo  N^  Oo)o,  2  H  CI,  H3  P  0^  + 
9  Ho  O.  They  all  crystallize  in  needles,  the  bromide  with  7  mols. 
Ho  O,  and  the  iodide  with  6  mols.  IL  0. 

Analysis  of  duinine  Sulphate  and   Estimation  of  Cluinine  in 


CHEMISTRY, 


43 


Presence  of  other  Cinchona  Alkaloids.  L.  Barthe.  (Comptes 
lltndus,  exv.  1085-lOby.  From  Juuni.  Ghem.  Soc.)  The  author 
admits  that  Leger  has  the  prior  claim  as  originator  of  a  volumetric 
process  for  the  estimation  of  alkaloids,  based  on  the  use  of 
phenolphthale'in. 

If  different  weights  of  commercial  quinine  sulphate  are  agitated 
with  a  given  volume  of  water  at  15-20°,  the  quantity  of  decinor- 
mal  potassium  hydrate  requix*ed  for  the  saturation  of  the  saturated 
solutions  is  greater  the  greater  the  quantity  of  quinine  sulphate 
taken.  Moreover,  the  progressive  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
alkali  required  is  in  a  constant  ratio  Avith  the  weight  of  quinine 
sulphate  taken.  Quantities  of  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  grams  of  quinine 
sulphate  respectively  Avere  agitated  frequently  with  100  c.c.  of 
water  at  20°,  and  after  an  hour  were  filtered.  The  solutions 
required  respectively  4"6,  5'3,  &0,  G'7,  and  7'4  c.c.  of  potash  solu- 
tion. The  constant  difference,  0'7  c.c,  represents  the  quantity  of 
sulphates,  other  than  quinine,  present  in  each  gram  of  the  sulphate 
taken.  It  is  the  factor  which  measures  the  impurity,  and  the 
latter  may  be  calculated  to  ciystallized  cinchonidine  sulphate 
(equiv.  =  397);  then  07  x  100  x  6-0397  =  2-779,  the  percentage  of 
cinchonidine  sulphate  in  the  sulphate  employed. 

The  analj'sis  of  quinine  sulphate  can  thei'efore  be  made  in  the 
following  way  : — Two  quantities  of  1  gram  and  5  grams  of  the  salt 
are  each  agitated  with  100  c.c.  of  water  at  20°  for  frequent 
intervals  during  an  hour,  filtered,  and  the  filtrate  titrated  with 
decinormal  potash.  The  difference  between  the  quantities  of 
alkali  required  by  the  two  solutions,  multiplied  by  the  expression 
100  X  0■0397-^4,  gives  the  percentage  of  imp urit}- calculated  as 
cinchonidine  sulphate. 

The  solubility  of  quinine  sulphate  for  a  given  temperature 
between  12°  and  20°,  and  even  25°,  is  sensibly  different,  according 
to  the  conditions  under  which  the  solubility  is  determined.  At 
12°,  1000  c.c.  of  water  dissolve  1'482  grams  of  quinine  sulphate 
when  the  latter  is  triturated  and  agitated  with  it  for  about  an 
hour;  at  20°,  1000  c.c.  dissolve  1-744  grams,  but  if  the  liquid  is 
allowed  to  remain  in  contact  with  the  excess  of  dissolved  salt, 
and,  is  frequently  agitated,  the  temperature  can  be  reduced  to  12° 
without  any  of  the  salt  separating  from  solution  ;  that  is  to  say, 
1000  c.c.  contain  1-744  grams  of  the  salt.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  liquid  remains  at  rest  whilst  cooling  from  20°  to  12°,  or  to  15°, 
the  quantity  of  salt  remaining  in  solution  per  litre  is  1"482  to 
1'787    grams,    and   is   not  always  the   same   for    the    same  final 
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temperatui'e.  Tlie  dift'erences  are  still  greater  if  the  liquid  re- 
mains at  rest  for  24  or  48  hours,  and  the  sol  ability  may  then  be 
as  low  as  1'133  and  1"09.  The  solutions  thus  obtained  are  stable 
after  filtration,  even  at  temperatures  several  degrees  below  the 
temperature  of  saturation.  They  cannot  dissolve  any  more 
quinine  sulphate  at  the  temperature  at  which  they  were  formed, 
or  at  a  lower  tempei'ature,  but  they  can  dissolve  9"92  grams  per 
litre  of  crystallized  cinchonidine  sulphate,  and  12'42  grams  of 
crystallized  cinchonine  sulphate. 

In  order  to  estimate  quinine  in  cinchona  bark,  a  chloroform 
solution  of  the  alkaloids  obtained  by  any  of  the  ordinary  methods 
is  vigorously  and  repeatedly  agitated  with  a  measuT-ed  excess  of 
decinormal  sulphuric  acid,  evaporated  until  the  chlorofoi^m  is 
expelled,  and  the  excess  of  acid  estimated  by  means  of  standard 
alkali  and  litmus.  Sufficient  sulphuric  acid  is  added  to  the 
mixture  to  redissolve  the  alkaloids,  which  are  then  reprecipitated 
by  potassium  hydrate,  and  dissolved  in  chloroform.  The  chloro- 
form solution  is  evaporated  just  to  dryness  with  the  exact  quantity 
of  sulphuric  acid  found  in  the  first  titration  to  be  necessary  for 
complete  neutralization.  Tlie  residue  is  tritui-ated  with  200  c.c.  of 
a  solution  of  pure  quinine  sulphate  saturated  at  20° ;  after  two 
hours'  digestion,  the  liquid  is  filtered.  The  filtrate  is  a  saturated 
solution  of  quinine  sulphate  containing  the  sulphates  of  the  other 
alkaloids.  100  c.c.  are  titrated  with  potassium  hydrate,  using 
phenolphthale'in  as  indicator.  Twice  the  volume  of  alkali  re- 
quired, minus  8  c.c,  gives  the  quantity  of  impurities,  which  can 
be  calculated  to  crystallized  cinchonidine  sulphate.  The  result 
can  be  controlled  by  estimating  the  quantity  of  (|uinine  sulphate 
left  on  the  filter. 

Apocinchonine  and  Diapocinclionine.  E.  Jungf leisch  and  E. 
Leger.  (Compfes  Uendiis,  cxiv.  1192-1195.)  The  authors  have 
investigated  these  two  bases  which  Hesse  had  previously  obtained 
by  the  action  of  hydi'ochloric  acid  on  cinchonine.  Ajjocinchonine 
is  likewise  formed  when  dilute  sulphuric  acid  is  used  in  place  of 
the  hydi'ochloric  in  this  reaction,  and  exists  in  that  part  of  the 
product  which  is  insoluble  in  ether  and  in  weak  alcohol.  With 
the  latter  acid,  however,  a  lower  yield  is  obtained,  and  certain 
oxy-bases  are  formed  wliich  are  not  found  in  the  product  of  the 
action  of  hydrochloric  acid.  These  oxycinchonines  are  found  not 
to  exist  as  ini])urities  in  the  original  cinchonine  as  had  been 
.suggested. 

As  to  diapocinclionine,  the  authors  airive  at  the  conclusion  that 
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this  body  is  uot  a   chemical    compound,  but   a    mixture  of   bases 
among  which  cinchoniline  and  cinchonigine  have  been  recognised. 

Cincholine  and  Fluoroline.  0.  Hesse.  {Liehif/s  Annalen,  271, 
95-100;  Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  206-267.)  The  author 
finds  that  cincholine,  a  volatile  base  hitherto  supposed  to  be  a  con- 
stituent of  cinchona  bark,  does  not  occur  in  that  bark  at  all,  but 
emanates  from  the  hydrocarbon  oil  employed  as  a  solvent  in  the 
course  of  the  preparation  of  the  ordinary  cinchona  bases.  A  quan- 
tity of  crude  cincholine  supplied  by  Dr.  "Weller,  which  boiled 
between  280°  and  260°,  was  purified  by  conversion  into  oxalate, 
and  the  portion  boiling  between  23G^  and  240°  submitted  to 
analysis.  Its  composition  is  found  to  correspond  to  the  formula 
CjqHoiN.  It  is  a  liquid  of  higli  refractory  power,  rather  lighter 
than  watei',  and  having  an  odour  like  pyridine,  apparently  allied 
to  the  piperidiue  bases  and  homologous  wnth  coniine,  but  not 
poisonous. 

In  the  preparation  of  cocaine  a  similar  base  has  been  obtained 
by  Hesse,  Giesel,  and  others,  which  was  at  first  designated  by 
the  collective  name  hygrine,  and  since  termed  fluoroline.  This 
also  is  now  found  to  originate  from  the  oil  used  for  extracting 
cocaine  from  the  coca  leaves.  As  now  obtained  by  the  author, 
fluoroline  is  an  oily  liquid  heavier  than  water,  slightly  soluble  in 
water,  readily  in  dilute  acids,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  caustic 
soda,  communicating  to  the  liquid  a  strong  blue  fluore.scence.  It 
is  a  bomologue  of  quinoline,  having  a  composition  represented  by 
the  formula  Cjn  Hj3  IS". 

Carpaine.  M.  van  Ryn.  {Archiv  der  Pharm.,  April,  1893.) 
The  crystallizable  alkaloid  of  Carica  Papaya  has  been  further  in- 
vestigated by  the  author,  who  finds  its  composition  to  correspond 
with  the  formula  C^4  H27  N  Og.  It  fuses  at  119"5°  C,  is  very  bitter, 
dextro-rotatory,  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
chloroform. 

Strychnine.  J.  Tafel.  (Per.  der  dcutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxvi.  333- 
335.)  The  author  describes  a  number  of  characteristic  crystalline 
acids  formed  in  the  oxidation  of  strychnine  by  dilute  and  strong 
nitric  acid.  One  of  these  appears  to  be  a  derivative  of  quinoline 
or  isoquinoline.  It  is  hoped  that  further  researches  in  this 
direction  will  throw  additional  light  on  the  constitution  of  strych- 
nine. 

Derivatives  of  Strychnine.  J.  Tafel.  (Lieblg's  Anna- 
len,    cclxviii.    229-255.)      The    author's   observations    show    that 
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strychnine  derivatives  behave  in  many  respects  just  like  deriva- 
tives of  tetrahydroquinoline,  and  probably  contain  a  tetrahydro- 
quinoline  nucleus.  The  derivatives  discussed  in  this  paper  are 
nitrosoisostrychnic  acid,  N  O  •  Coo  Hgi  N  0  (C  O  0  H)  :  N  H  +  Hg  O, 
metJiylisostrychnlc  acid,  C  O  O  H  •  Coq  Hog  N  O :  JST  Me  +  2|  Hg  O, 
ethyl  nitrosoviethylisostrychnate,     N  0  *  Coq  H,!  N  O  (C  0  0  Et) :  N  H, 

CO 

deo.rystrychnine,  C.^q  Hgg  j^  y^    |     +3  Ho  0,  and   deoxystryohnic  acid, 

COOH-CooHogNrNH  +  HoO. 

Codeine.  M.  Gohlich.  {ApotheJicr  Zeitimg,  viii.  95.)  The 
isomer  of  codeine  obtained  by  Anderson  and  by  Armstrong  by  the 
action  of  moderately  dilute  sulphuric  acid  on  codeine,  is  identified 
by  the  author  Avith  the  base  recently  described  by  Merck  as 
pseudocodeine. 

The  author  also  gives  the  formulce  of  a  lai-ge  number  of  salts 
of  codeine  based  on  the  formula  C^^  Hoi  ^  O3  for  the  pure 
alkaloid. 

Laudanine.  G.  Goldschmiedt.  (Monatshefte,  xiii.  691- 
(596.)  Laudanine  is  isomeric  with  tetrahydropapaverine,  but  not 
identical  with  it.  Its  constitution  is  represented  by  the  formula 
Ci7  H15  N  (0Me).5  0  H.  It  is  optically  inactive  in  alcoholic,  as  well 
as  in  acid  solutions. 

Researches  on  Opium  Alkaloids.  T.  and  H.  Smith  and  Co. 
(Pharm.  Journ.,  ord  series,  xxiii.  793-795.)  In  this  report  the 
authors  supply  information  respecting  the  alkaloids  xanthaline  and 
gnoscopine,  originally  discovered  in  1881  and  1878  respectively.  The 
former  of  these,  which  has  not  hitherto  been  described,  is  found  to 
correspond  to  the  formula  C37  Hgj;  I^o  O9,  and  is  stated  to  be  a  white 
crystalline  powder,  melting  at  206°  C,  insoluble  in  water  and 
alkalies,  sparingly  soluble  in  boiling  spirit,  more  easily  in  benzol, 
and  very  easily  in  chloroform.  It  is  a  weak  base,  but  forms  a  well- 
defined  salt  with  mineral  acids  possessing  a  more  or  less  intense 
yellow  colour.  It  dissolves  in  sulphuric  acid  with  a  strong  yellow 
colour  like  thebaine,  but  is  not  decomposed  unless  heat  be  applied; 
on  standing,  or  more  quickly  on  the  addition  of  water,  the  dark 
orange  gives  way  to  a  pale  yellow,  and  the  sulphate  of  xanthaline 
crystallizes  out  in  soft  yellow  needles.  This  reaction  is  said  to  be 
very  striking.  By  nascent  hydrogen  it  is  converted  into  hydro- 
xanthaline,  a  new  base  of  the  formula  C37  H.,^  No  Or,.  The  least 
trace   of   this  body  produces  with    strong  sulphuric   acid  a  deep 
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violet  solution,  wliich  becomes  colourless  on  dilution  with  water, 
but  regains  its  colour  on  adding  more  acid.  The  immediate  pro- 
duction of  this  colour  without  the  addition  of  nitric  acid  readily 
distinguishes  this  base  from  cryptopine. 

Gnoscojyine  is  shown  to  have  a  composition  corresponding  to  the 
formula  Cno  Hno  N  O^,  and  to  be  isomeric  but  not  identical  with 
nai^cotine.  It  crystallizes  in  slender  needles,  which  are  only  very 
slightly  soluble  in  boiling  alcohol,  and  fuse  at  228°  C.  It  forms 
the  same  oxidation  products  as  narcotine,  and  resembles  the  latter 
in  its  reactions  with  sulphuric  and  nitric  acids.  The  authors  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  it  from  narcotine,  and  have  found  this  pro- 
duct to  be  perfectly  identical  with  gnoscopine  obtained  direct  from 
<ipium. 

Solanaceous  Alkaloids.  O.  Hesse.  (Liehig's  Ammlen,  cclxxi. 
100-126;  Journ.  Chem.  Soc,  December,  1892.)  The  greater  part  of 
tliis  paper  consists  of  a  description  of  Avell-known  salts  of  hyoscya- 
mine,  atropine,  and  hyoseine,  and  of  a  discussion  of  the  results  of 
other  chemists'  work  on  the  alkaloids  of  belladonna. 

Hyoseine  has  the  composition  Cj^  Hoj^  N  O  j,  and  not  Cjr.  H03  N"  0;,, 
as  supposed  by  Ladenburg  and  Merck;  it  melts  at  about  55°,  and 
dissolves  freely  in  ether,  chloroform,  and  alcohol,  but  is  only 
moderately  easily  soluble  in  water ;  its  specific  rotatory  power  in 
alcoholic  solution  at  15°  is  [a]n  =  —  13"7°. 

The  author  proposes  that  Ladenburg's  pseudotropine  or  hy- 
droxy tropine  should  be  called  oscine ;  the  composition  of  oscine 
is  Cg  a^s  N  Oo,  not  Cg  Hj5  N  0.  Benzoyloscine,  C^q  Hj^  'N  O4,  pre- 
pared by  heating  oscine  at  80-100°  with  an  equal  weight  of  water 
and  a  large  excess  of  benzoic  anhydride,  crystallizes  from  chloro- 
form in  needle.s,  melts  at  59°,  and  is  readily  soluble  in  ether, 
alcohol,  chloroform,  and  acids,  and  moderately  easily  in  water. 
The  aurochloride,  C15  Hjy  N  0^^,  H  Au  CI^,  crystallizes  in  small 
j-ellow  needles,  and  melts  at  184°. 

Hyoseine  and  Scopolamine.  A.  Ladenburg.  {Ber.  der 
deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2388-2394.)  The  author  reaffirms  the 
correctness  of  the  formula  C^^  H23  N"  Oo  for  hyoseine,  and  disputes 
the  identity  of  this  base  with  scopolamine  suggested  by  Schmidt 
(see  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  38).  In  support  of  his  state- 
ment he  quotes  the  i-esults  of  f  ui-ther  analyses  and  crystallographic 
measurements,  as  well  as  the  observation  that  pseudotropine  and 
tropic  acid  are  obtained  in  the  hydrolysis  of  this  base.  He  how- 
ever admits  the  occurrence  of  scopolamine  in  commercial  hyoseine; 
but  since  both  bases  have  the   same  physiological  action,  he  does 
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not  regard  tliis  circumstance  as  likelj  to  interfere  with  the 
therapeutic  application  of  hyoscine. 

Hyoscine  and  Scopolamine.  E.  Schmidt.  {Ber.  der  deutsch. 
cliem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2601-2607.)  In  reply  to  Ladenburg  (see  pi'eced- 
ing  abstract),  the  author  repeats  his  assertion  that  the  commercial 
hyoscine  preparations  examined  by  him,  and  supplied  to  him  as 
salts  of  Ladenburg's  base  (hyoscine),  not  merely  contain,  but  con- 
sist essentially  of  salts  of  scopolamine.  Whether  hyoscine  of  the 
formula  Cj-HosNOg  has  no  existence,  as  asserted  by  Hesse,  or 
Avhether  such  a  body  does  occur  after  all  in  henbane  seeds  or  other 
Solanacciv,  the  author  leaves  for  the  present  an  open  question. 

Solubility  of  Hyoscyamine  Hydrobromide.  E.Merck.  {Mercies 
JahresbericJit,  1892.)  The  author  finds  that  this  salt,  melting  at 
149-150°,  dissolves  in  0-34  part  of  water  at  15°  C.  and  in  2-2 
parts  of  alcohol  of  0'820  sp.  gr.  Hyoscine  hydrobromide  requires 
for  solution  4  parts  of  water  at  15°  C,  and  21  "5  parts  of  alcohol  of 
the  strength  just  named. 

Pseudohyoscyamine,  a  New  Alkaloid  from  Duboisia  Myoporoides. 
E.  Merck.  (ArcMv  der  Fharm.,  1803,  110-123.)  From  the 
chloroform  solution  of  the  alkaloids  of  this  plant,  after  removing 
hyoscyamine  and  hycscine  as  far  as  possible  by  crystallization,  the 
new  base,  pseudohyoscyamine  (Cj-  Hg^  N  0^),  is  separated  by  the 
addition  of  ether.  It  is  IjBvorotatory,  very  difficultly  soluble  in 
water  and  ether,  but  readily  soluble  in  alcohol  and  chloroform, 
and  crystallizes  in  small  yellowish  needles  fusing  at  133-134°  C. 
Boiling  with  baryta  water  converts  it  into  tropic  acid  and  a  base 
isomeric  with  tropine  and  pseudotropine. 

Atropamine.  E.  Merck.  {Fharm.  Joiim.,  3rd  series,  xxiii. 
606.)  The  author  continues  to  maintain  that  the  base  to  which 
Hesse  had  given  the  name  of  atropamine  is  identical  with  apo- 
atropine.  He  considers  the  data  given  by  Hes.se  in  reference 
to  the  melting-points  of  the  base,  and  of  the  hydrochloride, 
platinum  and  gold  salts,  are  to  be  regarded  as  evidence  in  favour 
of  his  view.  The  fact  that  apoatropine  is  scarcely  altered  by 
strong  caustic  soda  at  100°  C.  is  also  relied  upon  by  the  author, 
as  well  as  the  behaviour  of  the  base  towards  hydrochloric  acid  and 
Its  conversion  into  belladonnine. 

Nitroatropine.  A.  Einhorn  and  L.  Fischer.  (Ber.  der 
dndsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  1390-131tl.)  40  c.c.  of  a  mixture  of 
equal  volumes  of  strong  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids  are  treated  at 
a  temperature  of  0°  C.  with  10  grams  of  atropine  gradually  added 
in  small  successive  portions.     After  the  completion  of  the  i-eaction 
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an  excess  of  potassinm  carbonate  is  carefallj  added  to  the  mixture 
while  the  same  low  temperatui-e  is  maintained,  and  the  nitroatro- 
pine  then  extracted  bj  means  of  ether.  It  is  an  oily  liquid  which, 
when  treated  with  alcoholic  H  CI,  forms  a  crjstallizable  hydro- 
chloride. On  boilintj  nitroatropine  with  hydrochloric  acid,  and 
subsequent  oxidation  with  potassium  permanganate,  paranitro- 
benzoic  acid  is  obtained. 

Action  of  Hypochlorous  Acid  on  Tropine.  A.  E inborn  and 
L.  Fischer.  (Ber.  dcr  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  1.391-1394.)  The 
authors  describe  a  compound  of  the  composition  C7  Hg  N  CI5  0, 
obtained  by  treating  an  aqueous  solution  of  tropine  with  a  solu- 
tion of  hypochlorous  acid.  They  regard  it  as  having  a  constitution 
corresponding  to  the  formula  Cg  H5  N  CI4  :  C  H  •  0  CI. 

Aconitine.  A.  Ehrenberg  and  C.  Purfiirst.  {.Tourn.  f. 
praJd.  Chem.,  x\v.  604.)  A  redetermination  of  the  composition 
of  pure  aconitine  induces  the  authors  to  adopt  the  formula 
C32H4.3  N  Oil,  """tich  differs  somewhat  from  those  found  by  Wright 
and  Luff  and  byDunstan  and  Umnej'.  The  alkaloid  used  in  their 
investigation  was  purified  by  recrystallization  from  ether,  the 
first  and  last  fractions  being  rejected.  The  melting-point  of  the 
intermediate  fraction  was  found  to  be  193-194°  C. 

By  hydrolysis  with  alcoholic  potash,  or  by  heating  with  water 
to  150°  C,  a  series  of  successive  changes  occur  which  are  repre- 
sented by  the  following  equations  : — 

1.  C32H,3NOii-fHoO  =  C,5HooNOio  +  C7Hg02. 

Aconitine.  Picroaconitiue.     Beuzoic  acid. 

(A  new  base.) 

2.  C,,  H30  X  Oi,  +  B,  0=G,,  H37  N  0,0  +  C  H3  0  H. 
Picroaconitiue.  Napelline.         Methyl  alcohol. 

3.  C.^.Hs^NOio  +H2  0=:Co3H35N09-fC3H^02. 

Napelline.  Aconiue.  Acetic  acid. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  changes  occurring  in  this  hydro- 
lysis are  not  so  simple  as  was  supposed  when  they  were  repre- 
sented as  consisting  in  the  direct  formation  of  benzoic  acid  and 
aconine. 

The  so-called  amorphous  aconitine  of  commerce  is  found  by  the 
authors  to  be  a  variable  mixture  of  aconitine,  picroaconitiue,  and 
napelline. 

Contributions  to  the  Chemistry  of  the  Aconite  Alkaloids.  Part 
IV.  Isaconitine  (Napelline).  W.  R.  Dunstanand  E.  F.  Harri- 
son.    [Proc.  Chem.  Soc,  No.  119.)     The  authors  have  investigated 
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the  nature  and  properties  of  the  alkaloid  found  together  "with 
aconitine  in  the  roots  of  Aconitum  napellus,  to  Avhich  it  was 
proposed  to  assign  the  old,  disused  name  of  napelline  ;  this  alkaloid 
always  occurs  in  the  roots  to  as  large  an  extent  as  aconitine, 
and  in  some  cases  to  a  larger  extent.  The  preparation  of  the 
pure  substance  is  fally  described  in  the  paper.  Its  separation 
from  aconitine  is  based  on  the  superior  solubility  of  the  latter  in 
ether,  while  its  superior  solubility  in  chloroform  affords  a  means 
of  separating  it  in  greater  part  from  the  other  associated  alkaloids  ; 
it  is  finally  purified  by  recrystallizing  its  hydrochloride.  It  is 
found  to  be  isomeric  with  aconitine,  and  the  name  isaconitine  is 
therefore  now  adopted  instead  of  napelline. 

Isaconitine  has  hitherto  always  been  obtained  in  a  colourless, 
friable,  varnish-like  form,  resisting  all  attempts  to  crystallize  it ; 
it  is  readily  dissolved  by  alcohol  and  chloroform,  less  readily  by 
ether,  and  it  is  only  slightly  soluble  in  water,  though  more  so  than 
aconitine.     The  alcoholic  solution  is  feebly  dextro-rotatory. 

The  hydrochloride,  C33  H^-  N  0^2  '  H  CI,  crystallizes  from  water 
in  rosettes  soluble  in  alcohol,  containing  1  mol.  prop,  of  water. 
The  aqueous  solution  is  intensely  bitter,  and  is  laevorotatory  to 
almost  the  same  extent  as  the  aconitine  salt,  [aji,  =  —  28'74°. 

The  corresponding  hydrohroinide  and  hydriodide  form  similar 
crystals,  but  are  anhydrous ;  the  lattei-  salt  is  la3vorotatory, 
[aju  =  •  2694°.  All  these  compounds  somewhat  resemble  the 
corresponding  aconitine  salts  in  their  physical  properties. 

Isaconitine  exhibits  a  remarkable  behaviour  with  auric  chloride, 
which  sharply  distinguishes  it  from  aconitine,  and,  indeed,  fi'om 
most  other  alkaloids.  Hitherto  no  definite  aurichlovide  has  been 
obtained,  but  it  is  found  that  when  solutions  of  the  hydrochloride 
and  of  auric  chloride  are  mixed,  a  yellow,  amorphous  precipitate 
is  produced  as  in  the  case  of  aconitine  ;  on  recrystallizing  tliis 
from  alcohol,  neaily  colourless  crystals  are  obtained  of  an  auru- 
chlorisaconitine,  of  the  formula  C33  H^4,(Au  CI,)  N  Ojo.  This  is 
apparently  a  derivative  of  the  alkaloid  in  which  one  atom  of 
hydi'ogen  is  displaced  by  the  group  Au  CIg.  The  first  known 
alkaloidal  derivative  of  this  type — namely,  aurochlorcatfeine — was 
described  a  short  time  ago  by  Dunstan  and  Shepheard.  The 
production  of  such  a  compound  from  napelline  was  altogether 
unexpected.  Aurochlorisaconitine  differs,  however,  from  auro- 
chlorcaft'eine  in  not  being  reconverted  into  the  aurochloride  by  the 
action  of  hydrogen  chloride. 

When  isaconitine  is  heated  either  with  water  in  closed   tubes 
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or  under  ordinary  pressure  ^vith  mineral  acids,  it  is  gradually 
liydrolysed.  The  hydrolysis  is  more  rapidly  effected  by  aqueous 
solutions  of  soda  or  potash,  which  act  even  in  the  cold.  It  yields  the 
same  products  as  aconitine  and  the  same  proportions,  viz.,  aconine 
and  benzoic  acid,  C33  H^j  N  Oj,  +  H,  0  =  C.g  H^i  N  0^  +  C7  Hjj  Og. 

The  physiological  action  of  isaconitine  has  been  compared  vv'ith 
that  of  aconitine  by  Prof.  Cash,  who  finds  that  the  action  of  the 
two  alkaloids  is  entirely  distinct.  A  solution  of  a  pure  isaconitine 
salt  does  not  produce  the  tingling  sensation  on  the  tongue  which 
is  so  characteristic  of  aconitine  ;  and  while  aconitine  is  a  most 
violent  poison,  even  in  excessively  minute  doses,  relatively  con- 
siderable quantities  of  isaconitine  must  be  administered  to  small 
animals  in  order  to  produce  a  toxic  effect,  which  eifect  is  the 
result  of  a  physiological  action  in  the  main  distinct  from  that  of 
aconitine.  The  authors  consider  it  doubtful  whether  isaconitine 
would  prove  toxic  to  man,  except  when  given  in  veiy  large  doses. 

The  new  alkaloid  now  described  under  the  name  of  isaconitine 
is  entirely  different  fi'om  the  mixtures  of  amorphous  alkaloids 
called  napelline  by  the  earlier  workers.  It  al.so  differs  in  com- 
position and  properties  from  the  picraconitine  of  Wright  and  the 
amorphous  bases  since  obtained  from  the  roots  of  Aconitum  napellus 
by  other  investigators.  Having  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  amorphous  bases  were  prepared,  and  to  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty which  is  experienced  in  preparing  pure  isaconitine,  the 
conclusion  is  drawn  that  they  were  not  single  substances. 

Contributions  to  the  Chemistry  of  the  Aconite  Alkaloids.  Part 
V.  The  Composition  of  some  Commercial  Specimens  of  Aconitine. 
W.  R.  Dunstan  and  F.  H.  Carr.  {Froc.  Chem.  Soc,  No.  119.) 
The  authors  have  examined  a  number  of  English  and  foreign 
specimens  of  aconitine.  Some  of  these  were  obtained  from  J.  W. 
L.  Thudichum,  who  collected  them  some  years  ago  and  found  that 
they  differed  enormously  in  their  toxic  power,  many  being  nearly 
inert,  while  a  few  were  highly  poisonous. 

The  process  used  in  examining  these  "  aconitines  "  was  essen- 
tially that  described  in  the  preceding  communication,  by  means  of 
which  aconitine,  isaconitine,  homoisaconitine  (homonapelline),  and 
aconine  could  be  isolated,  and  the  quantity  of  each  approximately 
determined.  The  method  of  estimating  aconitine  first  proposed 
by  Wright,  and  recently  advocated  in  a  slightly  modified  form  by 
Allen,  in  which  the  benzoic  acid  produced  on  hydrolysis  of  the 
mixture  of  alkaloids  is  reckoned  as  derived  from  aconitine,  is 
valueless,   since  isaconitine    furnishes  benzoic  acid    in  the   same 
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proportion  as  aconitine  Avhen  liydroljsed.  Sixteen  specimens  of 
"  aconitine  from  A.  napellus  "  and  its  salts  were  examined.  Most 
of  the  samples  were  amorphous;  these  were  invariably  found  to 
contain  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  aconitine,  in  some  cases 
none,  but  were  chiefly  composed  of  the  amorphous  alkaloids 
aconine,  isaconitine,  and  homoisaconitine,  all  of  which  appear  to  be 
very  slightly,  if  at  all,  toxic.  It  would  seem  that,  as  a  rule, 
"  amorphous  aconitine "  represents  the  total  alkaloids  of  the 
root.  Of  the  crystalline  specimens  of  alkaloid  only  two  were  pure, 
most  of  them  being  contaminated  hvith  more  or  less  amorphous 
alkaloid.  The  specimens  of  aconitine  salts  examined  Avere  found, 
in  nearly  every  case,  to  be  chiefly  isaconitine  salts  containing  only 
small  quantities  of  aconitine  compounds.  Hence  it  is  not  surprising 
that  great  differences  have  been  observed  in  the  mode  of  action 
and  toxic  power  of  commercial  "  aconitine."  The  authors  consider 
it  as  most  important  that  in  future  nothing  but  pure  crystalline 
aconitine,  possessing  the  characters  fully  described  in  Part  I.  of 
this  series  of  papers,  should  be  used  in  medicine;  and  it  is  satisfac- 
tory that  a  pure  alkaloid  of  this  description  can  now  be  obtained 
in  commerce. 

Conversion  of  Aconitine  into  Isaconitine.  W.  E,.  Duns  tan 
and  F.  H.  Carr.  {Flair m.  Journ.  From  a  paper  read  before  the 
Chemical  Society,  June  15th,  1893.)  This  report  forms  conti"ibu- 
tion  No.  VI.  to  the  knowledge  of  the  aconite  alkaloids.  In  a 
previous  communication  it  has  been  shown  that  the  roots  of 
Aconitum  napellus  contain,  besides  the  highly  poisonous  aconitine, 
an  almost  non-poisonous  isomcride,  isaconitine.  The  constitutional 
relationship  of  the  two  alkaloids  is  evidently  an  intimate  one,  since 
each  alike  furnishes  the  same  hydrolytic  products,  viz.,  aconine 
and  benzoic  acid.  The  authors  now  show  that  -wh.en.aconiiine  hydro- 
hromide  (m.p.  163°)  is  heated  in  aqueous  solution,  it  very  gradually 
changes  into  the  isomeric  isaconitine  hydrobromide  (m.p.  282°). 
The  change  is  facilitated  by  the  presence  of  a  small  quantity  (1-2 
per  cent.)  of  free  hydrobromic  acid,  but  is  not  assisted  if 
sufficient  is  present  to  induce  hydrolysis  of  a  large  proportion  of 
aconitine. 

The  isaconitine  was  identified  not  only  by  the  high  melting- 
point  of  its  salt,  but  also  by  the  formation  and  analysis  of  the 
characteristic  auchlorisaconitine.  No  similar  change  could  be 
detected  in  aconitine  nitrate  when  this  salt  is  heated  either  in 
neutral  or  acid  solution,  neitlicr  could  the  conversion  be  effected 
by    heating    aconitine  with  glacial   acetic  acid,   although  in  this 
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case  anhydro-aconitine  is  produced  if  the  heating  is  continued  for 
eighteen  hours  at  120°.  Dissolution  of  aconitine  in  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid  fails  to  convert  it  into  isaconitine,  even  after  gently 
heating,  and  aconitine  sulphate  does  not  appear  to  undergo  any 
conversion  when  it  is  heated  for  many  hours  in  contact  with  very 
dilute  sulphuric  acid.  No  isaconitine  seems  to  be  produced  dur- 
ing the  hydrolj'sis  of  aconitine  by  cold  soda  solution.  The  authors 
are  making  further  experiments  in  the  hope  of  gaining  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  mechanism  of  the  conversion  of  aconitine 
hydrobromide  into  isaconitine  hydrobromide. 

Some  Modifications  of  Aconite  Aurichloride.  W.  R.  Dunstan 
and  H.  A.  D.  Jowett.  (From  a  paper  read  before  the  Chemical 
Society,  June  loth,  1893.)  This  paper  constitutes  contribution 
No.  VII.  to  the  chemistry  of  the  aconite  alkaloids  carried  out  by 
W.  R.  Dunstan  in  conjunction  with  others.  When  auric  chloride  is 
added  to  a  solution  of  aconitine  hydrochloride,  a  yellow  amorphous 
precipitate  is  thrown  down,  from  which  three  crystalline  modifica- 
tions can  be  obtained  by  employing  different  solvents.  The  a- 
aurichloride  is  obtained  by  crystallization  from  a  mixture  of 
acetone  and  water,  the  ^-aurichloride  by  crystallization  from 
strong  alcohol,  and  the  A- aurichloride  by  recrystallizing  the  ^- 
aurichloride  from  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether.  The  (3-  and 
A-modifications  when  melted  are  changed  into  the  a-salt.  The  three 
modifications  differ  in  their  crystalline  form  and  melting-points, 
but  they  all  yield  exactly  the  same  crystalline  aconitine. 

The  Alkaloids  of  Aconitum  Napellus.  W.  R.  Dunstan. 
{Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  765-768.)  In  this  paper  the 
author  deals  with  the  pharmaceutical  aspects  of  the  series  of 
investigations  of  the  aconite  bases  carried  out  by  him  in  connec- 
tion with  others  in  the  Research  Laboratory  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  during  the  last  two  years.  He  considers  that,  apart 
from  matters  of  general  scientific  interest,  these  investigations 
have  led  to  the  following  results  of  immediate  practical  import- 
ance to  medicine  and  pharmacy  : — 

1.  The  complete  definition  of  the  properties  and  proximate 
constitution  of  pure  crystalline  aconitine,  which  in  future  should 
be  exclusively  used  medicinally  for  "  aconitine,"  as  a  substance  of 
definite  and  invariable  composition,  capable  of  producing  constant 
therapeutic  effects. 

2.  The  demonstration  of  the  existence  in  the  roots  of  Aco7iituni 
napellus,  besides  aconitine,  of  three,   and  possibly  of  four,  amor- 
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plious  alkaloids  which  constitute,  as  a  rale,  at  least   75   per  cent, 
of  the  total  alkaloids. 

3.  The  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  commercial  amorphous 
"  aconitine  "  chiefly  consists  of  these  amorphous  alkaloids. 

4.  The  separation  of  two  of  these  alkaloids  (aconine  and  isa- 
conitine)  in  a  pure  state  and  a  description  of  their  composition 
and  chief  chemical  properties. 

5.  The  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  one  of  them,  present  in 
the  roots  as  a  rule  to  as  large  an  extent  as  aconitine,  pos.sesses  the 
same  chemical  composition  as  aconitine  and  f  m-nishes  on  hydro- 
lysis the  same  decomposition  products. 

6.  A  comparison  of  the  chemical  properties  of  these  two  alkaloids, 
aconitine  and  isaconitine,  has  shown  that  whilst  they  present 
•certain  similarities,  as  in  the  formation  of  somewhat  similar 
•"Crystalline  salts,  there  is  a  marked  difference  in  their  chemical 
constitution,  although  they  are  both  isomeric  heuzoylaconines  and 
.are  represented  by  the  same  empirical  formula. 

7.  It  has  been  established  that  whilst  aconitine  is  a  most 
powerful  poison  in  very  minute  doses,  neither  its  isomeride  isa- 
conitine, nor  its  hydrolytic  pi-oduct  aconine,  are  toxic  in  the  same 
doses. 

Cytisine,  the  Alkaloid  of  Cytisus  Laburnum.  A.  Partheil. 
(^ArcMv  der  Pharvi.,  ccxxx.  448^98.)  The  author  concludes  from 
the  behaviour  of  this  base  towards  methyl  iodide,  acetic  anhydride 
^nd  nitrous  acid,  that  one  of  its  nitrogen  atoms  is  in  secondary, 
^ind  the  second  nitrogen  atom  either  in  tei'tiary  or  quaternary 
■K.'ombination.  The  fact  that  methylcytisine  does  not  yield  an 
acetyl  derivative  is  regarded  as  proof  that  the  oxygen  atom  exists 
neither  in  the  form  of  niethoxyl  nor  of  hydroxyl. 

A  number  of  derivatives  of  cytisine  have  been  examined  by  the 
author  side  by  side  with  the  corresponding  products  fi'om  ulexine, 
the  alkaloid  isolated  by  Gerrard  from  TJlex  Eiiropoeus.  The  results 
afford  further  combination  of  the  perfect  identity  of  the  two  bases 
(see  also  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1891,  42,  and  1892,  47). 

Hydrastine.  M.  Freund.  {L{ehig''s  Annalen,  cclxxi.  311-408.) 
In  this  paper  the  author  gives  a  consecutive  account  of  the  results 
of  investigations  hitherto  published  by  which  the  constitution  of 
hydrastine  has  been  determined,  and  also  describes  the  more 
important  decomposition  products  of  this  alkaloid.  Foi-  particu- 
lai's,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  original  article. 

Hydrastine  3itartrate.  F.  Merck.  (Merck's  Jahresherichf , 
1892.)     The  author  has  obtained  this  salt  in  the  form  of  white 
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needles  readily  soluble  in  hot  water,  but  sparingly  so  in  cold 
Avater.     The  composition  corresponds  to  the  formula 

Coi  Hoi  NOg-  C,  He  Oc  +  4  Ho  O. 

The  salt  is  "well  adapted  for  use  in  medicine,  and  for  the  pre- 
])aration  of  perfectly  pure  hydrastine. 

Berberiue  and  Hydroberberine.  C.  Link.  (Archiv  der  Pharm., 
ccxxx.  291-320.)  In  this  paper  the  author  deals  with  the  pro- 
<lucts  of  the  action  of  bromine  on  solutions  of  berberine  and 
hydroberberine  sulphates,  and  also  with  a  number  of  compounds 
of  hydroberberine  with  ethyl  iodide  and  bromide,  and  of  these  with 
gold  and  platinum  chlorides.  For  particulars,  the  original  should 
be  consulted. 

Pseudopelletierine.  04.  Ciamician  and  P.  Silber.  (Ber.  der 
deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  1601-1604,  and  xxvi.  156-159.)  The 
nuthors  confirm  Tanret's  observation  respecting  this  base,  and 
describe  a  number  of  its  salts,  derivatives,  and  decomposition 
products. 

The  Active  Principles  of  Sabadilla.  R.  Fisher.  (^4mer.  Chem. 
Journ.,  September,  1892.)  The  greater  part  of  this  paper  consists 
of  an  historical  sketch  of  the  literature  of  the  alkaloidal  prin- 
ciples extracted  from  sabadilla,  and  should  be  referred  to  for 
particulars.  Special  reference  is  made  to  the  confusion  arising 
from  the  application  of  the  name  veratrine  to  entirely  different 
substances.  This  term  is  used  by  the  U.S. P.  to  represent  the 
mixture  of  alkaloids  as  jii'epared  from  sabadilla  seed.  Conerbe, 
who  first  investigated  the  composition  of  this  mixture,  applied 
the  name  veratinne  to  an  amorphous  alkaloid  ;  later,  Merck  applied 
it  to  his  crystalline  alkaloid,  and  this  term  w^as  used  quite  gene- 
rally until  Wright  and  Luff  named  the  crystalline  alkaloid  cevadine, 
and  mentioned  an  amorphous  alkaloid  under  the  name  veratrine, 
claiming  priority  on  account  of  Conerbe's  researches.  The  terms 
cevadine,  veratrine,  and  cevadalline,  as  used  by  these  latter  investi- 
gators, have  been  adopted  in  both  the  "  United  States  "  and 
"  National  Dispensatories,"  Maisch's  "  Materia  Medica,"  Beilstein's 
*'  Organische  Chemie,"  and  several  other  books  ;  while  Richter's 
*'  Organic  Chemistry  "  still  applies  the  name  veratrine  to  Merck's 
base,  and  mentions  cevadine  as  identical  with  it. 

The  author  regards  the  addition  of  any  acid  to  the  alcohol  used 
for  extracting  the  seeds  to  be  entirely  unnecessary,  and  considers 
extraction  by  percolation  to  be  the  most  satisfactory  process. 
The  application  of  heat  for  evaporating  the  alcohol  appears  to  be 
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free  from  objectiorx.  Ether  is  found  to  be  the  most  suitable 
menstruum  to  be  employed  in  the  estimation  of  total  alkaloids, 
giving  a  larger  yield  and  a  purer  product.  His  experience  leads 
him  to  infer  that  this  yield  has  hitherto  been  stated  too  low,  and 
may  occasionally  amount  to  nearly  2  per  cent. 

Natural  and  Artificial  Muscarine.  G.  Nothnagel.  (Ber.  der 
deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxvi.  801-S06.)  The  author  has  compared 
natural  muscarine,  from  the  Fhj  agaric,  with  the  artificial  base- 
obtained  from  choline  by  oxidation  with  nitric  acid.  He  find.s^ 
them  alike  in  their  physical  and  chemical  properties,  but  to  difFer 
somewhat  in  their  physiological  action.  Artificial  muscarine  in- 
duces paralysis  of  the  intermuscular  nerve-terminations  in  the 
frog,  and  myosis  in  the  pupil  of  the  eyes  of  birds,  -while  neither 
of  these  effects  is  produced  by  the  natural  base. 

Alkaloid  in  the  Nettle.  MM.  Odd i  and  Lomonaco.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  ;)rd  series,  xxiii.  3.)  The  authors  have  isolated  from  the 
common  nettle  a  crystalline  alkaloid,  which  is  fatal  to  frogs  in  the 
dose  of  one  centigramme.  They  found  that  an  aqueous  extract  of 
the  plant  had  but  slight  general  effect  in  the  ca.se  of  mammals, 
though  in  frogs  it  produced  paralysis  of  central  origin  and 
slackened  the  movement  of  the  heart,  finally  avi-esting  it  in  dias- 
tole. 

A  Homologue  of  Coniine.  V.  Jacobi  and  C.  Stoehr.  (Ber, 
der  ihiitsch.  clunn.  Ges.,  xxvi.  949-951.)  On  reducing  a-isobutylene- 
pyridine  with  sodium  ethoxide,  a  methylconime  of  the  formula 

^  ^^<Cc  h'  •  X  H"^^  H  ■  C  R,  •  C  H  Me 

is  obtained  in  the  form  of  a  colourless  liquid.  A  description  of 
this  base  and  of  some  of  its  compounds  is  given  in  the  paper. 

Nicotine.  A.  Pinner  and  R.  W  o  1  f  f  c  n  s  t  e  i  n.  (Ber.  der  deutsch. 
chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  1428-1433.  From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  The 
authors  have  attempted  to  obtain  compounds  of  known  constitu- 
tion from  oxynicotine,  CiqHjo  Xo  0  (obtained  by  the  action  of 
hydrogen  peroxide  on  nicotine),  by  heating  it  with  hydrochloric 
acid  and  with  barium  hydrate.  With  hydrochloric  acid,  a  com- 
pound, Cj,)  HijNo  0,  which  the  authors  name  pseudonicotine  oxide, 
is  obtained.  AVith  barium  hydrate,  nicotine  is  obtained,  together 
Avith  a  non-volatile  resin. 

Pseudonicotine  oxide  is  prepared  as  follows : — Oxynicotine  is 
heated  with  eight  times  the  quantity  of  fuming  hydrochloric  acid  for 
8-10  hours  at  140°,  the  dark-coloured  product  is  made  alkaline  with 
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soda,  and.  then  distilled  with  steam  as  long  as  the  distillate  is  alka- 
line. The  distillate  is  acidified  with  hydrochloric  acid  and  evapo- 
i-ated  to  crystallization,  Avhen  the  hydrocJdoride,  Cjq  Hj  ^  N^o  O,  2  H  CI, 
is  obtained.  This  crystallizes  from  alcohol  in  white  leaflets,  melts 
at  192°  gives,  with  mercuric  chloride,  a  double  salt  melting  at 
212°,  and  yields  a  platiiiocMoride,  Cj^  H^^  N^  O,  H^  Pt  Clg,  which 
crystallizes  in  small  needles  and  begins  to  decompose  at  120°. 
The  free  base  is  obtained  by  decomposing  the  hydrochloride  with 
sodium  hydrate  and  extracting  wuth  ether  ;  on  evaporating  the 
ether,  an  oil  is  left,  which  quickly  turns  red  on  exposui'e  to  air. 
It  is  soluble  in  w^ater  in  all  proportions,  and  is  precipitated  as  an 
oil  by  concentrated  sodium  hj-drate.  Besides  pseudonicotine  oxide, 
a  basic,  brownish-black  resin,  which  is  not  volatile  with  steam,  is 
also  formed. 

Dehydronicotine,  Cj^,  Hj2  No,  is  an  oil  which  j^asses  over  between 
265°  and  275°,  when  freshly  prepared  pseudonicotine  oxide  is  dis- 
tilled. It  does  not  turn  red  on  exposure  to  air,  and  is  somewhat 
sparingly  soluble  in  water.  The  picrate  forms  very  small,  pris- 
matic crystals,  and  melts  at  208°.  The  platinocMoride  is  orange- 
coloured,  and  does  not  melt  at  260°. 

The  physiological  action  of  pseudonicotine  oxide  and  dehydro- 
nicotine is  very  similar  to  that  of  nicotine.  The  oxygen-free 
base,  Cio  Hj,  N.2,  has  as  intense  an  action  as  nicotine  itself.  Pseudo- 
nicotine oxide  is  about  20  times  weakei*. 

Nicotine.  A.  Pinner.  (Z?er.  der  deutsch.  diem.  Ges.,  xxv. 
2807-2821  and  xxvi.  292-305.)  In  this  paper  the  author  deals 
with  bromo  derivatives  of  this  base,  and  the  compounds  and 
decomposition  products  of  dibromodehydronicotine.  His  results 
lead  him  to  infer  that  the  constitution  of  nicotine  may  be  repre- 
sented by  the  formula 

CsNH^CH-CHo    \ 

I  '      /  C  Ho. 

NMe-CH/ 
Constitution   of  Nicotine.     F.   Blau.     (Ber.  der  deutsch.   chem. 
Ges.,  xxvi.  628-638.)     The  author  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
constitution  of  nicotine  is  represented  by  the  formula 

Cs  N  H^  •  C  Ho  •  C  H./  C  H^  | 

NMe 
or 

CsNH.-CHoCH/^f^CHo. 


58  YEAR-BOOK    OF    PHARMACY. 

He  considers  such  a  constitution  as  also  in  entire  harmony  with 
the  results  described  by  Pinner. 

Action  of  Piperidine  and  Pyridine  on  Haloid  Salts  of  Cadmium. 
R.  Varet.  (Gornptes  Bejidus,  cxv.  464-466.)  The  author  de- 
scribes a  number  of  compounds  of  cadmium  chloride,  bromide,  and 
iodide  with  piperidine  and  pyridine.  For  particulars,  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  oriQ-inal. 

Oxidation  Products  of  Piperidine.  R.  Wolffenstein.  (Ber.der 
deutsch.  chem.  Gen.,  xxv.  2777-2785.)  The  author  has  investigated 
the  action  of  hydrogen  peroxide  on  piperidine.  When  the  latter 
is  treated  with  a  three  per  cent,  solution  of  twice  its  weight  of  the 
peroxide,  glutaric  acid  is  formed.  AVith  a  smaller  proportion  of 
the  same  oxidizing  agent,  amidovaleraldehyde,  C-  H^^  IST  0,  is  pro- 
duced ;  while  with  a  still  smaller  proportion  (equal  weights  of 
hydrogen  peroxide  and  piperidine),  crystals  of  the  composition 
C-  Hg  N  O  are  obtained,  which  are  isomeric  with  Schotten's 
piperidone.  The  action  of  ozone  is  analogous  to  that  of  hydrogen 
peroxide,  but  proceeds  more  slowly. 

Pyridine-like  Bases  in  Petroleum.  R.  Zaloziecki.  {Monat- 
shefte,  xiii.  493-503.)  The  dilute  acid  with  which  the  crude 
petroleum  had  been  washed  was  freed  from  tarry  matters  and 
distilled  with  an  excess  of  lime.  The  distillate  was  found  to 
contain  substances  resembling  the  pyridine  bases. 

Bases  from  Oil  of  Polei  (Mentha  Pulegium).  O.  Wallach. 
(Liebif/s  Annalcn,  celxxii.  122-125.)  The  two  bases  produced 
when  this  oil  is  heated  with  ammonium  formate  correspond  to  the 
formulae  C;  H15  N  and  C^^  H07  N  respectively.  The  former  boils 
at  170°  C,  the  latter  at  250.  Both  form  crystalline  platino- 
chlorides.  When  the  liquid  pulegone  oxime  is  reduced  W'ith 
sodium  and  alcohol,  it  is  converted  into  a  base  diifering  entirely 
from  either  of  the  two  referred  to,  but  resembling  fenchylamine 
and  menthylamine  in  some  of  its  properties. 

Pinylamine.  O.  Wallach  and  G.  Lorentz.  {Liehig\- Annalen, 
cclxviii.  Il>7  210.)  Pinylamine  is  a  thick,  colourless  oily  liquid, 
i-eadily  soluble  in  alchol,  ether,  and  chloroform,  but  nearly 
insoluble  in  w^ater.  Its  specific  gravity  at  17°  C.  is  •94o.  On 
keeping  and  exposure  it  rapidly  turns  yellow,  and  gradually 
deconipo.scs  with  liberation  of  ammonia. 

The  greater  part  of  the  paper  is  devoted  to  tlie  description  of  a 
number  of  compounds  and  derivatives  of  this  body. 

Sesamin.  J.  F.  Tocher.  (Chemist  mid  Druggist,  February  18th, 
1893,  238.)     The  author  describes  the  result  of  further  experiments 
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on  the  ci'ystalliue  constituent  isolated  by  liini  some  time  ago  from 
sesame  oil  (see  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1891,  226),  and  for  wliicli 
he  now  proposes  the  name  "  sesamin."  For  particulars,  reference 
sliould  be  made  to  the  original  ai-ticle. 

Urson.  W.  Gintl.  (Chemiker  Zeitung,  xvii.  436.)  Urson, 
C;5o  H^g  O3,  was  discovered  by  Trommsdorf  in  the  leaves  of 
Arctostaj)h)jIos  uva  ursi,  in  which  it  is  associated  with  arbutin. 
Tlie  author  has  investigated  the  chemical  structure  of  this 
body,  and  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  represented  by  the 
formula 


<^        C,5  Hot        N  o 


Cerberin.  P.  C.  Pluggo.  {ArcUv  der  Pharm.,  1893,  10-34.) 
Cerberin  is  a  poisonous  glucoside  isolated  by  the  author  from  a 
species  of  Cerhera,  an  East  Indian  plant  belonging  to  the  Apo- 
cynacese.  It  fuses  at  175-176°  C,  corresponds  to  the  formula 
C'o^  H40  Og,  and  is  not  identical  with  either  tanghinin  or  thevetin, 
Avith  which  it  agrees  in  some  respects.  Its  physiological  action 
resembles  that  of  digitalin.  Full  details  respecting  it  will  be 
found  in  the  original  paper. 

Glucosides  of  Convolvulacese.  N.  Kromer.  (Chevt.  Centr.,  1S93, 
i.  310-312. J  Tlie  glucosides  described  in  this  paper  are  scammonin, 
Cgg  Hj-g  O42,  the  resinous  glucoside  of  the  roots  of  Convolvulus 
scammonia ;  and  turpethin,  C-g  H^gs  Osri  the  glucoside  of  the  roots 
of  Ipomo'a  turpethum.  For  particulars  the  reader  is  referred  to 
the  original. 

Digitalin.  H.  Kiliani.  (ArcMv  der  Pharm.,  ccxxx.  250- 
262  ;  Journ.  Chem.  Soc,  December,  1892.)  The  leaves  and  seeds 
of  Digitalis  purpurea  contain  digitonin,  a,  crystalline  inactive  glu- 
coside resembling  saponin,  the  crystalline  substance  digitoxln,  and 
two  amorphous  glucosides,  digitalin  a,i]d  digitalein.  Of  these,  digi- 
tonin  is  useless  as  a  remedy  for  heart  disease,  and,  moreover,  causes 
.severe  local  inflammation,  whilst  digitoxin  is  unsuitable  as  a  drug 
on  account  of  its  complete  insolubility  in  water.  The  other  two 
would  be  suitable  if  prepared  pure.  The  digitalein  of  Schmiede- 
berg  is  a  mixture  ;  not  so,  however,  his  digitalin,  Avhich  is  a  chemi- 
cal principle  of  marked  individuality,  and  is  now  met  with  in 
commerce  in  the  pure  state  under  the  name  of  "  Pigitalinutn  verum." 
This  body  is  perfectly  unifoi-m  in  its  operation,  gradually  produc- 
ing cessation  of  the  heart's   action,   but  no  injurious    secondary 
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effects.  Other  preparations,  such  as  ^''  Digital imim  crystallisatum  " 
and  "D.  piirum  pnlveratum,"  are  impure,  and  consequently  irregular 
and  often  injurious  in  their  action.  The  first  of  these,  indeed,  is 
nearly  pure  digitonin. 

"  Bigltalinum  veriim  "  is  an  amorphous,  white  powder,  which  is 
insoluble  in  chloroform  and  in  ether,  swells  up  in  water,  and  dis- 
solves in  it  to  the  extent  of  1  part  in  1000.  50  per  cent,  alcohol 
dissolves  1  part  in  100,  absolute  alcohol  still  more.  The  pui-e  sub- 
stance has  but  a  feebly  bitter  taste.  As  tests  for  its  purity,  the 
following  may  be  used : — (1)  A  few  particles  placed  in  a  test-tube 
with  2  c.c.  of  10  per  cent,  aqueous  potash  should  remain  white 
for  at  least  one  minute  ;  the  presence  of  the  other  amorphous  gluco- 
sides  causes  an  immediate  yellow  coloration.  (2)  It  is  stirred  with 
water  to  a  thin  paste,  22  parts  of  amyl  alcohol  added,  with  shaking, 
for  every  100  parts  of  water  used,  and  the  whole  alloAved  to  remain 
in  a  corked  flask  ;  if  digitonin  is  present,  it  separates  out  within  24 
hours  in  small,  crystalline  agglomerates.  When  heated  with  strong 
hydrochloric  acid,  best  with  the  addition  of  50  per  cent,  alcohol, 
digitalin  is  converted  into  digitaligenin,  Cjg  Hoo  0^,  dextrose,  and 
digitalose,  C;  Hj.i  O5,  a  sugar  which  could  not  be  obtained  cr\-stal- 
line,  but  which,  when  oxidized  with  bromine,  yields  digitalonic 
lactone,  C-  Hjo  O5.  This  substance  crystallizes  in  fine,  colourless 
prisms,  easily  soluble  in  water  and  alcohol,  sparingly  in  ether.  It 
begins  to  liquefy  at  130°,  and  melts  completely  at  138-139°.  If  it 
is  heated  with  aqueous  soda,  and  the  diluted  solution  treated  with 
silver  nitrate,  silver  digitalonate,  C7  Hjg  Og  Ag,  crystallizes  out  in 
tiny  needles. 

Note  on  the  Preparation  of  Dlgitogen'ni.  The  method  previously 
given  should  be  modified  by  carrying  out  the  hydrolysis  in  alcoholic 
solution.  Digitonin,  C27  H^g  0^4  +  5  H3  0  (1  part),  is  heated  with 
93  percent,  alcohol  (8  parts),  and  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid 
of  sp.  gr.  1'19  (2  parts)  for  1^  hours  in  a  reflux  apparatus  on  the 
water-bath,  and  the  mixture  allowed  to  cool  slowly.  The  digito- 
genin  which  separates  out,  to  the  extent  of  about  25  per  cent,  of 
the  digitonin  employed,  is  removed,  tlie  filtrate  saturated  with 
chalk,  the  greater  part  of  the  alcohol  distilled  off,  and  the  residue 
diluted  with  water  and  shaken  out  with  chloroform.  The  chloro- 
form extract  is  dried  with  sodium  sulphate,  the  chloroform  distilled 
oft',  and  the  residue  crystallized  from  93  per  cent,  alcohol ;  by  this 
means  a  further  yield  of  5  per  cent,  of  digitogenin  is  obtained. 

Cantharidin.  L.Spiegel.  (Ber.  der  dentsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv. 
1  IGb   I'lTo  ;ind  2956-29G0.)     This  paper  is   exclusively  devoted  to 
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the  products  obtainod.  in  the  action  of  phenylhydrazine  on  canthar- 
idin.     For  particulars,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  original. 

Preparation  of  Cantharidin.  M.  Debuchy.  (Joitm.  de  Fharm. 
et  de  Chim.,  xxv.  13.)  The  author  recommends  the  application  of 
methyl-formic  ether  in  the  place  of  the  menstrua  usually  em- 
ployed for  extracting  the  cantharides,  and  the  use  of  petroleum 
ether  in  place  of  carbon  bisulphide  for  washing  the  impure 
cantharidin. 

Helenin.  M.  Posth.  {Fharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  341.) 
The  author  has  ascertained  that  helenin,  C,5H2q  O2,  is  not  the  an- 
hydride of  alantic  acid,  but  has  the  characters  of  a  lactone,  and 
while  it  is  convertible  into  a  salt  of  alantic  acid  by  warming  with 
solution  of  caustic  alkali,  alantic  acid  (m.p.  94°  C.)  is  converted 
into  the  lactone  (m.p.  76°)  by  heating,  with  separation  of  water. 
The  methyl  ester  of  alantic  acid  yields,  on  heating,  helenin  and 
methylic  alcohol.     The  amide  yields  helenin  and  ammonia. 

Reduction  Products  of  Santonin.  G.  Grassi-Cristaldi. 
{Gazz.  Chim..  ItaL,xxu.  123-129.)  The  products  described  in  this 
paper  are  santonone^  santononic  acid,  isosantonone,  and  isosantononic 
acid.     For  particulars,  reference  .should  be  made  to  the  original. 

Reactions  of  Santonin.  J.  Schermer.  (Apotheker  Zeitung, 
1893,  77.)  On  fusing  santonin  with  potassium  cyanide,  the  mix- 
ture assunaes  a  red  colour,  changing  quickly  to  brown-yellow ;  the 
solution  of  the  fused  mass  in  water  is  brown,  and  shows  a  green 
fluorescence.  On  fusing  santonin  with  potassium  hydrate  a  red 
coloration  is  produced,  which  becomes  darker  on  further  heating. 
Treated  with  water  the  fused  mass  forms  a  red  solution,  changing 
to  brownish-yellow,  and  ultimately  to  yellow.  The  colour  reaction 
with  sulphuric  acid  and  ferric  chloride  is  best  applied  by  dissolving 
the  santonin  in  sulphuric  acid  in  a  test-tube,  and  adding  to  the 
solution  1  c.c.  of  water  containing  half  a  drop  of  ferric  chloride 
solution.  A  yellow  coloration  is  thus  obtained  which,  upon  the 
application  of  heat,  changes  to  a  fine  violet. 

Santonic  Acid.  L.  Francesconi.  (Gazzetta  Chim.  Ital.,  xxii. 
181-205.)  The  paper  deals  with  derivatives  of  santonic  acid, 
0^5  H20  O4,  giving  a  description  of  the  oximes  of  this  acid  and  of 
ethyl  'santonate,  the  hydrazone  and  amine  of  ethyl  santonate,  and 
hyposantonic  acid,  0^5  Hog  O3.  For  particulars  the  original  should 
be  consulted. 

Ahietic  Acid.  H.  Mach.  (Chemiker  Zeitimg,  xvii.  436.)  The 
author  has  redetermined  the  composition  and  molecular  weight  of 
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this  acid  obtained  from  colophony,  and  lias  obtained  nambers  indi- 
cating that  the  correct  formula  for  the  pure  acid  is  C^,  H.,^  Oo. 

The  Constitution  of  Lapachic  Acid  (Lapachol)  and  its  Deriva- 
tives. >S.  C.Hooker.  (Proc.  Chem.  aS'oc,  No.  cxiii.)  Lapachic 
acid  is  found  in  a  crystalline  state  in  the  gi-ain  of  a  number  of 
South  American  woods,  the  lapacho  tree,  from  which  it  derives  its 
name,  growing  plentifully  in  the  Argentine  Republic  ;  the  author 
has  obtained  his  material  chiefly  from  Surinam  greenheart. 
Paterno,  in  1882,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  lapacliic  acid 
(lapachol)  was  a  homonucleal  amylenehydroxijnapJilliaquinone,  and 
he  subsequently  expressed  the  view  that  it  was  an  a-quinone 
derivative,  because  lapachone,  a  neutral  isomeric  substance  into 
which  it  is  converted  by  sulphuric  acid,  in  his  opinion  resembled 
a-  rather  than  /3-naphthaquinone.  The  author  shows  that 
although  Paterno  correctly  regarded  lapachol  as  an  a-quinone, 
his  reason  for  doing  so  was  wrong,  as  lapachone  is  derived  from 
/3-naphthaquinone.  He  proposes  to  term  lapachone  ^-lapachone, 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  isomeric,  pale  yellow  substance — a  true 
a-quinone  derivative — a-lapachone,  which  is  obtained  on  ti-eating 
lapachol  with  concentrated  muriatic  acid.  The  nature  of  the 
changes  involved  in  the  formation  of  a-  and  /3- lapachon.es  from 
lapachol  is  fully  discussed  in  the  paper,  the  formuhe  assigned  to 
them  being  as  follows: — 


O 


() 


C  H  •  C  H  •  C3  H7  /\/^C  H.  ■  C  H  •  C3  H7 


OH 


0 


(Lapachic  acid)  Lapachol 

o 


0" 

u 

a-Lapacbone. 


C  H.  •  C  H  •  C3  H7 


/j'-Lapachone. 


It  is  shown  that  Paterno's  isolapachone,  in  reality,  contains 
less  hydrogen  than  the  lapachones,  and  that  it  is  doubtless  a 
/i-n;ii)litha'|ninone-])i'Opyl-furfuran. 

Conversion  of  Maleic  into  Fumaric  Acid,  and  of  Fumaric  into 
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Maleic  Acid.  8.  Tanatar.  (Joam.  IZuss.  Chem.  Soc,  xxii.  MIO- 
SIS.) On  heating  an  aqueous  solution  of  male'ic  acid  at  200°  C. 
in  a  sealed  tube  for  two  hours,  it  is  almost  entirely  converted  into 
fumaric  acid.  Malic  acid,  is  not  formed  as  an  intermediate  pro- 
duct in  til  is  reaction. 

Fumaric  acid  may  be  completely  converted  into  male'ic  acid  by 
heating  it  with  an  equal  volume  of  phosphoric  acid  in  a  retort. 
The  distilled  product  is  maleic  anhydride,  which,  after  purifica- 
tion by  recrystallization  from  chloroform,  can  be  readily  con- 
verted into  maleic  acid  by  heating  with  water. 

IsaraMc  Acid.  M.  Conrad.  (Ber.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges., 
XXV.  2^46-2448.)  The  conversion  of  tartaric  acid  into  isarabic 
acid  by  the  action  of  ferrous  sulphate  has  been  attributed  by 
Ballo  to  the  reducing  effects  of  the  latter.  The  author's  experi- 
ments do  not  suppoi't  this  view,  but  point  to  the  process  being 
one  of  dehydration  i-ather  than  of  reduction,  as  suggested  by 
Scheibler. 

The  Oxidation  of  Tartaric  Acid  in  Presence  of  Iron.  H.J. 
H.  Fenton.  (Proc.  Chem.  Soc,  No.  123.)  If  a  small  quantity  of 
hydrogen  peroxide  be  added  to  a  solution  of  tartaric  acid  contain- 
ing a  trace  of  ferrous  salt,  a  yellow  colour  is  produced  which 
changes  to  violet  on  adding  alkali ;  an  excess  of  the  peroxide  must 
be  avoided.  As  other  organic  acids  do  not  behave  in  this  manner, 
the  interaction  may  be  utilised  in  detecting  tartaric  acid.  The 
violet  colour  is  discharged  by  acids,  sulphuric  acid  producing  a 
transient  green  coloration,  and  is  reproduced  by  alkali. 

The  compound  which  gives  the  colour  with  ferric  salts  is  crystal- 
line, and  appears  to  be  represented  by  the  formula  C3  Hj  O3.  It 
is  best  obtained  by  dissolving  tartaric  acid  in  a  limited  quantity 
of  boiling  water,  and  then  adding  about  -^^  of  its  weight  of 
reduced  iron ;  the  liquid  is  then  heated  until  clear.  After  the 
solution  has  been  well  cooled,  hydrogen  peroxide  is  carefully  added 
drop  by  drop,  the  temperature  being  maintained  constant  until 
the  liquid  is  nearly  black ;  slightly  liydrated  phosphoric  oxide  is 
next  added  in  small  quantities  at  a  time,  the  mixture  being  still 
well  cooled,  and  finally  the  compound  is  extracted  with  ether. 
The  ether  is  then  distilled  off,  and  the  residue  mixed  with  cold 
water ;  the  resulting  white  230wder  is  washed  with  a  small 
quantity  of  cold  Avater.  The  compound  is  a  powerful  reducing 
agent,  and  behaves  as  a  ketone  with  phenylhydrazine,  hydroxyla- 
mine,  and  hydrogen  cyanide.  The  author  is  further  investigating 
the  properties  and  constitution  of  the  product  in  question. 
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Constitution  of  Angelic  and  Tiglic  Acids.  I.  Kondakoff. 
(Joiirn.  Bass.  Chem.  Soc,  xxii.  375-330,  and  xxiii.  178-2L7.)  The 
author  adduces  a  number  of  observations  in  support  of  the  for- 
mulae C  Ho :  C  H  •  C  H  Me  •  C  0  0  H  and  C  H3  •  C  H  :  C  Me  •  C  0  0  H 
for  angelic  and  tiglic  acids  respectively.  He  also  arrives  at 
the  conclusion  that  angelic  acid  is  not  a-ethylacrylic  acid,  but 
a-methylisocrotonic  acid,  and  that  the  isomerism  between  angelic 
and  tio-lic  acids  is  occasioned  by  a  structural  difference  between 
tliem,  and  is  not  a  case  of  geometrical  isomerism. 

Angelic  and  Tiglic  Acids.  H.  P.  Talbot.  {TecJmol.  Quart., 
v.,  Nos.  1  and  2.)  This  essay  consists  of  a  summary  of  the 
various  investigations  on  angelic  and  tiglic  acids,  and  an  index 
(both  of  authors  and  subjects)  to  the  literature  of  the  subject 
from  1842  to  1892. 

Presence  of  Myristic  Acid  in  Ox  Bile.  M.  Lassar-Cohn. 
(Ber.  der  deutscli.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  1829-1835.  From  Journ.  Chem. 
Soc.)  In  the  preparation  of  cholic  acid  by  the  Mylius  method,  the 
foreign  acids  are  separated  by  precipitation  with  barium  chloride 
in  a  solution  containing  20  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  The  author 
has  examined  the  mixed  barium  salts  so  obtained,  and  has  sepa- 
rated from  them  myristic,  palmitic,  stearic,  and  oleic  acids. 
He  finds  about  0"004  per  cent,  of  myristic  acid  calculated  on  the 
bile  taken. 

The  following  method  of  separation  was  employed  : — The  mixed 
barium  salts  from  100  litres  of  bile  are  boiled  with  water  (6  litres) 
and  sodium  carbonate  (400  grams).  The  mixture  is  filtered,  the 
filtrate  evaporated  to  dryness,  the  residue  extracted  with  alcohol, 
and  the  alcoholic  solution  evaporated  to  dryness.  100  litres  of 
bile  yield  480  grams  of  the  crude  sodium  salts.  The  sodium  salts 
are  dissolved  in  water  and  fractionally  precipitated  with  barium 
acetate.  The  successive  separations  of  barium  salts  ai-e  severally 
decomposed  w^ith  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  fatty  acid  separated 
from  the  aqueous  liquor,  dissolved  in  90  per  cent,  alcohol,  a  little 
ammonia  added,  and  fractionally  precipitated  with  a  10  per  cent, 
.solution  of  magnesium  acetate.  The  magnesium  salts  are  decom- 
posed with  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  free  fatty  acid  crystallized 
from  70  per  cent,  alcohol. 

The  pure  magnesium  salt  of  the  myristic  acid  may  be  more 
readily  obtained  by  completely  precipitating  the  crude  sodium 
salts  with  barium  acetate,  decomposing  the  mixed  barium  salts 
with  hydro(;hloric  acid,  and  fractionally  precipitating  the  acids  so 
obtained  with  magnesium  acetate  in  alcoholic  solution. 
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The  Acids  of  Ox  Bile.  M.  Lassar-Cohn.  (Ber.  der  deutsch. 
chem.  Ges.,  xxvi.  146-151.)  It  has  been  previously  shown  that 
cholic  acid  is  associated  in  ox  bile  with  myristic,  palmitic,  stearic, 
and  oleic  acids  (see  preceding  abstract).  In  addition  to  these, 
choleic  acid,  C.i^  H^q  0^,  is  present,  which  the  author  obtained  from 
the  bile  to  the  extent  of  0"08  per  cent.,  which  is  little  more  than 
one-half  of  the  proportion  obtained  by  LatschinofE  in  ox  bile  from 
St.  Petersburg.  The  author  gives  the  percentages  of  the  various 
acids  in  bile  as  follows  : — Cholic  acid,  4-790  ;  choleic  acid,  0'085  ; 
myristic  acid,  0004  ;  resinous  acids,  0' 120;  stearic,  palmitic,  and 
oleic  acids,  together  0'146,  loss  0'050. 

Ricinoleic  and  Ricinelaidic  Acids.  K.  Mangold.  (Monat- 
shefte,  xiii.  326-.329.)  The  view  expressed  by  Hazura  and 
Griissner  that  ricinoleic  acid  is  not  a  single  substance,  but  a 
mixture  of  two  acids,  is  not  shared  by  the  author,  who  considers 
that  the  formation  from  it  of  two  distinct  hydroxystearic  acids 
by  oxidation  is  better  explained  by  the  assumption  that  a  single 
acid  gives  rise  to  two  stereoisomeric  oxidation  products.  He 
further  finds  that  ricinelaidic  acid,  when  oxidized  with  alkaline 
potassium  permanganate,  likewise  yields  two  distinct  and  well- 
characterized  acids. 

Chrysophanic  Acid.  V.  Grandis.  (Chem.  Gentralbl,  1892, 
592-593.)  Chrysophanic  acid  prepai"ed  by  the  author  from 
chrysarobin  in  accordance  with  Liebermann's  directions  proved 
to  be  identical  in  nearly  all  its  properties  with  the  product 
described  by  that  chemist.  It  showed,  howevei-,  a  notable  in- 
constancy in  its  melting-point,  the  numbers  obtained  varying 
between  162°  and  187°  C.,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  product 
was  repeatedly  recrystallized  from  benzol.  The  sublimed  acid, 
after  recrystallizaticn,  was  found  to  fuse  at  190-191°  C. 

Resolution  of  Lactic  Acid  into  its  Optically  Active  Com- 
ponents. T.Purdie  and  J.  W.  Walker.  (Chemical  Neivs, 
Ixvi.  33.)  The  authors  have  succeeded  in  resolving  lactic  acid 
into  two  optically  active  forms  by  fractional  crystallization  of  its 
strychnine  salt.  The  salt  of  the  la3Vorotatory  acid  crystallizes  out 
first,  being  far  less  soluble  than  the  salt  of  the  dextrorotatory 
acid. 

Succinic  Acid  as  a  Product  of  Fermentation.  A.  Rau .  (Apothe- 
ker  Zeitung,  1892,  411.  From  Revue  Hycjiene,  xiv.  225-242.)  The 
author's  researches  tend  to  show  that  succinic  acid  is  a  normal 
product  of  alcoholic  fermentation,  and  that,  contrary  to  the  con- 
clusion arrived  at  by  Pasteur,  its  formation  does  not  depend  on  a 
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simultaneous  production  of  glycerin,  and  bears  no  definite  relation 
to  the  proportion  of  glycerin  produced.  The  quantity  of  succinic 
acid  formed  seems  to  vary  according  to  the  more  or  less  energetic 
action  of  the  yeast-cells.  Unlike  glycerin,  the  succinic  acid  is 
not  diminished  by  lowering  the  temperature  of  fermentation,  and 
it  is  not  increased  by  the  addition  of  chemical  ferment-foods. 

Wines  were  found  to  contain  succinic  acid  in  proportions  vary- 
ing from  0'3  to  1"5  grams  per  litre. 

Oxidation  of  Cinnamic  Acid.  R.Fittigand  R.  Rner.  (Lie- 
hig's  Annalen,  cclxviii.  27-32.)  The  authors  have  investigated 
the  action  of  potassium  permanganate  on  cinnamic  acid,  and  find 
that  the  chief  product  of  this  oxidation  is  phenylglyceric  acid, 
Cg  Hjo  O^.  This  body  does  not  fuse  at  117^  C,  as  stated  by  An- 
schiitz  and  Kinnicutt,  but  at  141-142°.  In  addition  to  this  pro- 
duct, benzaldchyde,  benzoic  acid,  and  oxalic  acid  are  foi-med. 

Improvement  in  the  Manufacture  of  Salicylic  Acid.  P.  AV. 
Hofniann.  (Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  412.)  The  author's 
process  renders  distillation  unnecessary  in  the  preparation  of  this 
acid.  The  crude  product  is  treated  with  solution  of  stannous 
chloride,  which  precipitates  a  dark  oily  mass  containing  most  of 
the  impurities.  From  the  clear  supernatant  liquid  pure  salicylic 
acid  is  obtained  by  precipitation  with  hydrochloric  acid  and  sub- 
sequent washing. 

Action  of  Heat  on  Salicylic  Acid.  C.  Graebe  and  A.  Eichen- 
griin.  (Liebig's  Annalen,  cclxix,  323-325.)  At  a  temperature  of 
195-220°,  salicylic  acid  is  to  a  large  extent  converted  into  phenyl 
salicylate.  If  at  this  stage  the  product  is  distilled,  a  considerable 
(|uantity  of  xanthone  is  formed. 

Salicylacetol.  P.  Fritsch.  (Pharm.  CentralhaUe,  xxxiv.  194.) 
The  body  introduced  under  this  name  is  obtained  by  treating 
raonochloracetone  Avith  sodium  salicylate,  and  has  a  composition 
corresponding  to  the  formula  C  Hg"  C  0  •  C  Ho'  Oo  C  •  Cq  H,  0  H. 
It  forms  needle-shaped  crystals  which  fuse  at  71°  C,  and  are  in- 
.soluble  in  cold,  slightly  soluble  in  hot  water,  and  freely  soluble  in 
chloroform,  ether,  and  warm  alcohol. 

Benzoparacresol.  A.  Petit.  {Jonm.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Clam., 
Mtiich,  1^'J'.).  2!*4.)  Benzoparacresol  is  a  crystalline  solid  of  slight 
ethereal  odour,  insoluble  in  water,  but  veiy  soluble  in  ether  and 
chloroform,  and  melting  at  70-71°  C.  It  is  prepared  by  treating 
paracresol  with  sodium  benzoate  in  the  presence  of  oxychloride  of 
])hi).sph()i-us  and  crystallizing  tlu-  ])i-()ilnct  from  hot  alcohol. 

Dulciu  (Sucrol),  a  New  Sweetening  Agent.     {A}wtheker  Zeitung, 
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1892,  550;  Oesterr.  Zeitsch:  fiir  Fharm.,  1893,  261.)  The  com- 
pound  introduced  as  a  substitute  for  saccharin  under  the  name 
*'  dulcin,"  which  has  subsequently  been  changed  to  "  sucrol,"  is 
paraphenetolcarbamide,  Cg  H^  (0  C.  H5)  N  H  C  0  N  H..  It  was 
■first  of  all  obtained  by  Berlinerblau  in  1883  by  a  somewhat  costly 
process,  and  is  now  prepared  from  paraphenetidine  by  the  action 
of  ammonia  and  carbon  oxychloride.  It  is  stated  to  be  free  from 
tiny  injurious  effects,  and  to  possess  a  sweetening  power  of  200 
times  its  weight  of  cane-sugar.  It  occurs  in  the  form  of  minute 
oi-ystals  or  of  a  crystalline  powder  fusing  at  160°  C,  soluble  in 
alcohol,  ether,  and  hot  hydrochloric  and  acetic  acids.  100  c.c.  of 
water  dissolve  0'16  gram  at  20°  C,  and  0'65  gram  at  80°  C.  It 
can  be  separated  fi^om  mixtures  containing  it  by  shaking  with 
ether  and  allowing  the  ethereal  solution  to  evaporate.  As  a  test 
for  its  recognition,  a  minute  quantity  of  the  dry  substance  is 
lieated  in  a  small  test-tube  with  3  drops  of  carbolic  and  the 
same  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  ;  after  cooling,  the  liquid  is  well 
mixed  with  half  a  test-tube  full  of  water,  and  ammonia  is  then 
<3arefully  poured  upon  the  surface  of  the  mixture  so  as  to  form 
a  distinct  layer.  A  blue  ring  will  thus  be  produced  at  the  line 
of  contact  between  the  two  liquids.  The  coloration  becomes 
gradually  more  intense,  and  finally  extends  throughout  the  alka- 
line liquid. 

Guaiacol.  A.  Behal  and  E.  Choay.  {Repertoire  de  Fharm., 
March,  1893,  101.)  The  author  finds  that  commercial  guaiacol  is 
very  impulse,  and  usually  does  not  contain  more  than  50  per  cent, 
■of  the  pure  compound.  A  pure  preparation  can  be  obtained  by 
dissolving  58  grams  of  sodium  in  600  grams  of  methyl  alcohol, 
and  adding  270  grams  of  pyrocatechin,  also  previously  dissolved 
in  methyl  alcohol.  The  mixture  is  heated  to  120-130°  C.  with  an 
excess  of  methyl  iodide,  then  allowed  to  cool,  and  the  alcohol  re- 
covered by  distillation.  The  residue  is  treated  with  sodium  oxide, 
and  the  solution  agitated  with  ether  to  remove  a  small  quantity 
of  veratrol  present.  The  guaiacol  is  liberated  by  means  of  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  then  distilled.  If  the  portion  passing  over  at 
*205-207°  be  cooled  by  means  of  methyl  chloride,  the  product 
obtained  in  crystals  consists  of  pure  guaiacol.  It  is  a  white 
solid,  crystallizing  in  prisms,  melting  at  28-5°  and  boiling  at 
205°  C.  Its  specific  gravity  at  0°  is  1*1534,  and  at  15°  1-143.  It 
has  a  sweet  and  strongly  astringent  taste. 

Creasote.  A.  Behal  and  E.  Choay.  (Comptes  Eendus,  cxvi. 
200.    From  Pharm.  Journ.)     Commercial  creasotes  are  found  to  be 
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mixtures  of  very  variable  composition.  Their  analysis  may  be 
effected  by  taking  advantage  of  the  facts  that — (1)  hydrobromic 
acid  removes  methyl  from  the  methyl  ethers  of  the  phenols,  (2) 
that  raonophenols  can  be  removed  by  steam,  (3)  that  polyphenols 
cannot  be  thus  removed,  (4)  that  ether  abstracts  from  aqueous 
solutions  pyrocatechin  and  homopyrocatechin  as  well  as  mono- 
phenols,  and  (5)  that  pryocatechin  and  homopyrocatechin  are 
sepai-able  by  benzene.  In  carrying-  out  the  process  a  current  of 
hydrobromic  acid  is  passed  into  creasote  mixed  with  some  water,, 
by  which  proceeding  the  ethers  of  polyphenols  are  demethylated. 
By  distillation  with  steam  the  monophenols  are  carried  over  and 
can  be  separated  from  the  distillate  by  shaking  with  ether. 

Pyrogallol.  P.  Cazeneuve.  (Gomptes  Rendas,  cxiv.  1485.)' 
Gallic  acid,  when  combined  with  aniline,  is  converted  into  pyro- 
gallic  acid  at  a  very  much  lower  temperature  than  when  heated 
alone.  Tlie  author  bases  upon  this  observation  a  simple  method 
for  the  preparation  of  pyrogallol  in  a  high  state  of  purity.  The 
combination  of  gallic  acid  with  aniline  is  heated  to  120°C.,  until 
the  evolution  of  carbonic  anhydride  ceases  ;  on  cooling,  aniline 
pyrogallate  crystallizes  in  long  needles,  which  only  require  to  be 
treated  with  benzol  to  i-emove  the  whole  of  the  aniline  and  to 
leave  the  pyrogallol  in  a  very  pure  condition.  After  recrystal- 
lization  the  product  melts  at  132°  C.  Older  statements  give  iho: 
melting-point  of  pyrogallol  as  1 15°  C. 

Origin  of  Resins  and  Tannins.  E.  Hcckel  and  F.  Schlagden- 
hauffen.  {Gomptes  Rendus,  cxiv.  1291.  From  P harm.  Jour n.^ 
The  authors  have  made  some  observations  on  plants  belonging  to 
the  genera  Gardenia  and  Spermolepis,  which  tend  to  show  that 
there  is  a  close  relationship  chemically  between  resinous  matters 
and  tannins,  certain  resins  recently  examined  hy  them  having- 
shown  a  manifest  transition  between  these  two  categories  of" 
natural  compounds.  In  certain  species  of  gardenia,  natives  of' 
New  Caledonia,  a  resinous  substance  protecting  the  leaf  buds? 
occurs  in  abundance,  and  is  employed  by  the  natives  for  a  vaWrfty- 
of  medicinal  and  economic  purposes.  An  elementary  analy&fs-  of" 
this  substance  gave  figures  wliich  disclosed  remarkable  dilTerences; 
when  contx^asted  with  those  furnished  by  other  I'esins,  such  as- 
copal,  niyri-h,  sandarac,  etc. ;  and,  when  compared  with  the  results-- 
of  the  analysis  of  different  kinds  of  tannins,  there  was  as  remark- 
able a  resemblance'.  Tiie  resin  accords  most  completely  in  its; 
constitution  with  ciucliotannic  acid,  an  lit  is  noteworthy  in  this 
connection   that   the  cinchonas  and  the  gardenias  both    belon^-  to* 
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the  Bahiucece.  In  spite  of  the  considerable  differences  in  physical 
properties,  in  solubility,  in  molecular  state,  and  density,  there 
would  thus  appear  to  be  a  suiFiciently  great  analogy  in  the  con- 
stitution of  this  resinous  matter  and  tannin  to  allow  of  the 
^supposition  of  a  veritable  community  of  origin.  A.  similar  fact 
4vas  disclosed  in  the  examination  of  an  abundant  excretion  from 
the  Spermolepis  gummifera,  which  the  authors  suggest  would  be 
more  correctly  named  S.  tannifera.  This  is  a  tanno-resinous  sub- 
stance formed  in  the  wood  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the  ligneous 
■eel I- walls.  It  contains  about  80  per  cent,  of  gallo-tannic  acid, 
and  the  resin  present  is  closely  akin  to  tannin  in  its  constitution. 
Apparently,  therefore,  this  forms  a  connecting-link  between  the 
tannins  and  resins. 

Chestnut  Tannia.  H.  Trimble.  (Chem.  Neus,  Ixvii.  7,  8.) 
7";i]l  per  cent,  of  tannin  were  obtained  from  the  bark,  and  7"85 
from  the  wood  of  the  chestnut.  The  bark  tannin  extracted  by 
ether  was  darker  than  that  from  the  wood  ;  but  after  thorough 
iiurification,  both  proved  to  be  identical. 

Canaigre  Tannin.  H.  Trimble  and  J.  C.  Peacock.  (Amer. 
Journ.  Pharm.,  April,  1893,  161-1G9.)  Canaigre  is  the  tuberous 
root  of  liiimex  hymenosepalas,  a  plant  growing  abundantly  in  the 
sandy  soil  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona.  The  tannin 
isolated  from  it  by  the  authors  has  the  following  percentage  com- 
position : — C  =  58-10,  H  =  5-33,  0  =  36'57.  It  appears  to  belong  to 
a  group  of  which  the  tannins  from  mangrove  and  rhatany  are 
typical  representatives.  A  full  description  of  this  tannin  and  of 
its  decomposition  products  is  given  in  t|ie  paper. 

Chlorophyll.  H.  Molisch.  (Nature,  No.  1185,  255.)  The 
author  denies  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  that  iron  is  an  in- 
variable constituent  of  chlorophyll.  He  finds  it  to  occur  in 
organic  combination  both  in  the  walls  and  contents  of  cells,  but 
not  in  living  protoplasm.  He  has  never  been  able  to  find  a  trace 
of  iron  in  the  ash  of  pure  chlorophyll. 

Further  Researches  on  Chlorophyll.  E.  Schunck.  (Proc.  Eoy. 
Soc,  1.  302-317.  From  Joum.  Chem.  Soc.)  When  the  residue 
obtained  by  evaporating  to  dryness  a  solution  of  phyllocyanin  in 
aqueous  potash  is  heated  nearly  to  fusion,  it  suddenly  turns 
brown.  The  aqueous  solution  of  the  mass,  on  treatment  with 
acetic  acid,  gives  a  bulky,  brown  precipitate,  which  is  ultimately 
.obtained  in  lustrous,  plum-coloured  needles.  It  is  soluble  in  con- 
centrated hydrochloric  acid,  glacial  acetic  acid,  chloroform,  ether, 
or   boiling    alcohol,    and    insoluble  in    carbon   bisulphide.       The 
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solutions  are  crimson,  and  their  spectra  show  no  absorption  bands 
at  the  red  end.  This  substance  is  possibly  identical  with  Hoppo- 
Seyler's  dichromatic  acid  or  phyllopoi'phyrin. 

On  treating-  chlorophyll  with  concenti-ated  acids,  phylloxanthin 
is  formed  in  addition  to  phyllocyanin  ;  concentrated  hydrochloric 
acid  extracts  the  latter  from  the  ethereal  solution  of  the  two 
substances,  and  on  exposing  the  ethereal  solution  to  the  air. 
brown  cakes  are  obtained,  which  are  dissolved  in  a  little  chloro- 
form, alcohol  added,  the  deposit  Avashed  with  alcohol,  dried,  and 
dissolved  in  boiling  glacial  acetic  acid.  Phylloxanthin  is  deposited 
on  cooling,  and  is  again  dissolved  in  hot  acetic  acid,  allowed  to 
separate,  and,  after  being  deposited  several  times  from  ether,  i.'^ 
obtained  as  a  dark  green,  amorphous  powder  still  containing  a 
little  fatty  matter.  It  sometimes  separates  from  its  ethereal 
solution  in  small,  stellate  groups,  but  is  deposited  from  boiling 
alcohol  in  a  granular  state  ;  it  is  soluble  in  ether,  carbon  bisul- 
phide, benzene,  aniline,  light  petroleum,  and  chloroform,  giving 
brownish-gi-een,  fluorescent  solutions.  It  begins  to  decompose  at 
160°,  and  on  burning,  leaves  a  residue  of  ferric  oxide ;  iron 
seems  to  be  an  essential  constituent.  Nitric  or  chromic  acid 
turns  its  acetic  acid  solution  deep  yellow ;  with  concentrated 
nitric  acid,  phjlloxanthin  yields  oxalic  acid.  The  chlorofornt 
solution  is  bleached  by  light  on  exposure  to  air;  bromine  in  small 
quantities  turns  the  chloroform  solution  bright  green,  whilst 
excess  of  bromine  gives  a  yellow  colour.  A  dark  blue  solution  is. 
obtained  with  concentrated  hydrochloric  or  sulphuric  acid.  The 
reactions  with  copper  acei*ite,  ferrous  oxide,  silver  oxide,  metallic 
tin  in  acid  solution,  and  alcoholic  alkalies  are  described. 

"  Alkaline  chlorophyll  "  is  best  prepared  by  extracting  fresh 
grass  leaves  with  boiling  alcoliol  (80  per  cent.)  ;  the  solution  i.s 
filtered  hot,  and,  on  cooling,  deposits  crude  chlorophyll.  This  is 
boiled  for  some  time  with  alcoholic  soda,  filtered,  and  the  filtrate 
saturated  with  carbonic  anhydride.  The  precipitate  is  extracted 
with  cold  alcohol,  saturated  sodium  chloride  solution  added  to  the 
solution,  the  precipitate  dissolved  in  boiling  alcohol,  and  tht^ 
solution  evaporated  to  dryness.  The  residue,  after  washing  with 
a  little  cold  water,  is  found  to  be  a  sodium  conijjoiind  ;  on  treat- 
ment Avith  the  requisite  quantity  of  acetic  acid,  extracting  Avith 
ether,  and  evaporating  the  ethereal  solution,  a  green  substance 
free  from  sodium  is  obtained.  This  the  author  tci-ms  alhaclilorO" 
jjlujlL  It  is  amorphous,  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  chloroform, 
benzene,    carbon     bisulphide,     or    aniline,    giving     bluish-green 
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solutions  exhibiting  a  red  fluorescence  ;  but  insoluble  in  boiling 
water  and  light  petroleum.  Its  solutions  are  much  more  stable 
towards  light  than  are  those  of  chlorophyll.  With  acetic  acid,  it 
seems  to  yield  phyllotaonin. 

Chlorophyll.  N.  Monte verde.  (Ann.  Agrun.,  xviii.  268-270. 
From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  The  author  discusses  the  question  of 
how  many  different  pigments  are  contained  in  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  chlorophyll.  If,  after  Fremy,  the  alcoholic  extract  of 
leaves  of  wheat  be  treated  with  baryta  water,  and  the  precipitate 
exhausted  with  alcohol,  a  yellow  solution  is  obtained  ;  on  adding 
some  drops  of  water  and  shaking  Avith  light  petroleum,  the  yellow 
is  separated,  and  can  be  purified  by  agitation  with  fresh  portions 
of  alcohol  or  light  petroleum,  the  latter  dissolving  carotin,  and  the 
former  xanthophyll.  The  solution  of  carotin  agrees  exactly, 
optically  and  chemically,  with  that  of  crystallizable  carotin  ex- 
tracted from  carrots  or  dead  leaves  ;  its  spectrum  shows  three 
absorption  bands  between  F  and  H.  The  crystals  of  xanthophyll 
are  distinguished  from  those  of  carotin  by  their  form,  colour,  and 
by  microchemical  reactions,  as  to  which,  the  author  entirely  con- 
firms Borodin.  Whilst  hydrochloric  acid  precipitates  carotin  from 
its  alcoholic  solution  without  alteration,  it  decomposes  xantho- 
phyll, giving  rise  to  a  blue  substance,  and  the  three  absorption 
bands  between  F  and  H  are  replaced  by  continuous  absorption  at 
that  end  of  the  spectrum.  Etiolated  leaves  of  wheat  contain  only 
very  small  quantities  of  carotin,  but  after  a  short  daily  exposure 
to  light  crystallizable  cai'otin  can  be  obtained  from  them.  The 
author  has  found  these  two  colouring  matters  in  the  yellow 
autumnal  leaves  of  many  ligneous  plants.  He  has  extx'acted  from 
the  leaves  of  tScrophnlaria  nodosa  a  third  pigment,  agreeing  with 
the  "  golden  yellow  "  of  Borodin.  The  young  leaves  of  Potamogetun 
natans  are  yellow-brown,  the  colour  cells  containing,  in  addition 
to  the  yellow  and  green  pigments,  a  red  one  which  disappears  later 
on.  This  substance  is  not  crystallizable,  is  insoluble  in  water,  but 
dissolves  easily  in  alcohol  to  a  cherry-red. 

When  an  alcoholic  solution  of  chlorophyll  is  shaken  with  ben- 
zene or  light  petroleum,  tlie  upper  layer  contains  both  green 
colouring  matter  and  carotin.  If  this  is  decanted,  mixed  with  a 
large  quantity  of  absolute  alcohol,  and  water  added  drop  by  drop, 
a  point  can  be  hit  at  which  all  the  green  colouring  matter  is 
transferred  to  the  alcohol,  the  other  solvent  retaining  the  carotin. 
(The  slightest  excess  of  water  causes  all  the  green  pigment  to 
leave  the  alcohol.)     By  repeating  this  process  several  times,  each 


72  YEAR-BOOK    OF    PHARMACY, 

time  decanting  oiS  the  solution  of  carotin,  the  authoi*  obtains  a 
purified  green  pigment,  which  gives  only  the  first  four  absorption 
bands  and  a  continuous  absorption  in  the  extreme  violet.  The 
cyanophyll  spectrum  of  Kraus  is,  therefore,  a  combined  spectrum, 
of  the  pure  green  pigment  and  carotin.  The  pure  green  pigment 
does  not  crystallize.  Heated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  it  yields  pure 
broAvn-yellow  chlorophyllane  with  absorption  bands  I.,  IV. a,  IV. &, 
II.,  III.,  and  an  absorj^tion  in  the  extreme  violet ;  flocks  of  pui'e 
phyllocyanin  are  also  formed. 

The  alcoholic  extract  of  certain  plants  does  not  behave  as 
above  described  ;  the  benzene  or  light  petroleum  may  take  only 
the  carotin,  leaving  the  green  pigment  and  xanthophyll  in  the 
alcohol.  In  this  case  the  author  speaks  of  an  "inferior  green 
pigment,"  yielding  with  hydrochloric  acid  "  inferior  chloro- 
phyllane" and  "inferior  phyllocyanin."  This  inferior  green 
pigment  crystallizes  in  tetrahedra,  hexagonal  plates,  and  stars,  but 
oftenest  in  a  very  irregular  manner.  The  pure  crystals,  appearing 
to  the  eye  as  a  dark-brown,  almost  black,  powder,  are  identical 
with  the  chlorophyll  crystals  which  Borodin  obtained  by  moisten- 
ing microscopic  sections  with  alcohol  and  allowing  them  to  dry. 
They  ai'e  easily  soluble  in  alcohol,  insoluble  in  light  petroleum, 
carbon  bisulphide,  and  commercial  benzene,  but  soluble  in  pure 
benzene  (this  explains  the  contradiction  between  Tschirch  and 
Borodin).  The  alcoholic  solution  is  fluorescent;  its  spectrum  has 
absorption  bands  I.  to  IV.,  and  possibly  bands  between  F  and 
H.  The  band  IV. 6  is  entirely  absent,  from  which  one  must 
conclude  that  chlorophj'llane  is  not  present,  as  Tschirch  believed. 

The  author  concludes  that  living  leaves  contain  only  the  in- 
ferior green  pigment.  Treatment  of  the  leaves  with  boiling 
water,  however,  nearly  always  transforms  the  inferior  green  into 
the  superior.  This  transformation  can  only  be  efi^ected  in  the 
leaves  themselves,  for  the  crystals  of  inferior  green  pigment  do 
not  yield  the  superior  when  boiled  in  alcoholic  solution. 

Influence  of  Phosphoric  Acid  on  the  Formation  of  Chlorophyll. 
0.  Loew.  (Lot.  Centralbl.,  xlviii.  o71.)  Tlie  results  of  the 
author's  cxpei-iments  support  the  view  that,  like  iron,  phosphoric 
acid  is  necessary  for  the  production  of  normal  chlorophyll. 

Further  Notes  on  Madder  Colouring  Matters.  E.  Schunck 
and  ij.  ]\larcli  lewski.  {Pror.  Clu'in.  Soc,  No.  12G.)  Many 
years  ago  one  of  the  authors  described  under  the  name  of  rubiadin 
a  yellow  colouring  matter  obtained  from  madder.  It  is  now 
shown  that  madder  contains  a  glucoside   of   this  substance,  the 
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prepai-ation  and  properties  of  which  are  described.  The  glucoside 
crystallizes  in  yellow  needles  melting  at  about  270°.  On  acetyla- 
tion  by  Liebermann's  method,  it  yields  a  pentacetyl  derivative. 
On  treatment  with  baryta  water,  it  yields  a  dark  red  lake,  one 
hydrogen  atom  being  displaced  by  barium.  On  hydrolysis,  it  is 
converted  into  rubiadin  and  ordinary  dextrose,  Co^  Hoq  Og  +  H,  0 
=  C^is  Hio  0^  +  Cg  Hj,  Og. 

Rubiadin  crystallizes  in  lustrous,  yellow  needles  melting  at  290°. 
It  very  closely  resembles  purpnroxanthin,  and  is  probably  the 
corresponding  derivative  of  methylanthracene. 

Indigo-Green.  V.  H.  Soxhlet.  {Chem.  Zeit.,  xv.  913-914.) 
If  commercial  indigo  extract  be  mixed  with  a  large  excess  of 
ammonia,  and  the  mixture  kept  in  securely  corked  bottles  for 
about  ten  days,  a  yellowish-green  colouring  matter  is  formed 
resembling  Berzelins'  viridinesulphonate.  This  indigo-green 
appears  to  consist  of  two  distinct  colouring  matters,  a  yellow  and 
a  green  one.  After  slight  acidification  with  dilate  sulphuric  acid 
and  treatment  with  salt  brine,  it  is  suitable  for  wool-dyeing. 

Products  from  Indigo-Blue.  C.  O'lSTeill.  {Chem.  News,  Ixv. 
124  ;  Journ.  Chem.  Soc,  August,  1^2.)  When  pure  indigo-blue 
is  treated  with  20-30  times  its  weight  of  glacial  acetic  acid,  and 
gradually  with  about  j  its  weight  of  permanganate  or  a  corre- 
sponding quantity  of  lead  or  manganese  peroxide,  the  mass 
thickens,  the  blue  disappears,  and  by  filtering,  washing,  and 
drying  in  a  vacuum,  or  at  20-25°  in  the  air,  a  crystalline  sub- 
stance is  obtained  in  quantities  amounting  to  140  per  cent,  of  the 
indigo  used  ;  this  the  author  terms  "  occyacetoindigotin."  This 
compound  is  insoluble  in  all  solvents  ;  is  permanent  in  dry  air 
and,  in  the  cold,  in  most  neutral,  acid,  and  oxidizing  agents,  but 
is  attacked  by  alkalies  and  decomposed  by  heat,  yielding  in  the 
presence  of  moisture,  acetic  acid,  isatin,  indigo,  and  an  oxidized 
product,  crystallizing  from  chloi'oform  in  silky,  golden-yellow 
crystals,  slightly  soluble  in  water,  and,  unlike  isatin,  soluble  in 
carbon  bisulphide.  In  dry  heat,  oxyacetoindigotin  loses  31-32 
per  cent,  of  its  weight,  and  is  resolved  into  glacial  acetic  acid, 
indigo,  and  a  resinous  substance  soluble  in  chloroform.  With 
sodium  hydrate  in  the  cold,  oxyacetoindigotin  yields  indigo, 
.sodium  acetate,  and  a  salt  of  an  acid,  indigotic  acid,  Cjo  Hog  N^  Ojo, 
which  separates  from  alcohol  in  brilliant  crystals;  it  can  also  be 
ciystallized  from  hot  water,  although  1000  parts  of  cold  water  are 
required  for  its  solution.  It  decomposes  at  240°,  yielding,  among 
other  products,  aniline.     It  is  polybasic,  and,  of  two  sodium  salts, 
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C.52  Hog  Na.  N^  O1.3  and  C32  Ho- Na  N^  Oi.,  the  former  is  very 
soluble  and  not  crystalline,  the  latter  is  less  soluble  and  crystallizes 
well  from  water.  When  lieated  with  glacial  acetic  acid,  oxyaceto- 
indigotin  is  decomposed  into  acetic  acid,  indigo,  and  brilliant, 
yellow  crystals,  containing  a  new  substance  of  the  composition 
C3H3XO. 

Constituents  of  Gutta-Percha.  O.  Oesterle.  (Amer.  Juimi. 
Fharm.  From  Archiv  der  Pharm.,  1892,  641.)  (1)  Gntta,  a  white, 
amorphous  hydrocarbon  (CioHig)^,  melting  at5o°C.,  soluble  in 
chloroform,  carbon  bisulphide,  fixed  and  volatile  oils,  and  in 
hydrocarbons  altered  by  light  and  air,  forming  a  yellow,  friable 
mass  partly  soluble  in  alkalies  and  alcohol,  and  incompletely 
soluble  in  the  first-mentioned  solvents.  (2)  Alhan,  C^o  Hg4  Ogr 
melts  at  195°  C,  is  soluble  in  hot  alcohol  (upon  cooling  separates 
in  small,  lustrous  scales)  and  the  usual  solvents,  but  insoluble  in 
water  and  alkalies  ;  upon  heating  with  alcoholic  potassium  hydrate 
solution,  it  yields  a  hydrocarbon,  alhene.  (o)  Fluavil,  friable, 
yellow,  amorphous  (CiqHiqO),,,  melta  at  82-85°  C. ;  it  has  the 
same  solubilities  as  alban.  (4)  Giittan,  an  unstable  compound,  in 
many  respects  resembling  gutta.  These  constituents  obtained 
from  an  authentic  sample  of  gutta-percha  from  Payena  Leerii  are 
identical  with  those  obtained  from  the  commercial  article.  Of  the 
constituents,  gutta  is  the  one  showing  the  characteristic  plasticity 
of  gutta-percha ;  alban  does  not  interfere  in  the  value  of  the  gutta- 
percha, while  the  presence  of  any  considerable  quantity  of  fluavil 
makes  it  brittle.  All  of  these  substances  are  indifferent  to  the 
ordinary  chemical  reagents  ;  but  the  alteration  of  the  gutta  and 
guttan  by  exposure  to  light  and  air,  also  to  electrical  influences, 
causes  a  deterioration  of  the  gutta-percha,  although  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  say  at  present  if  these  decomposition  products  are  i-olated 
to  fluavil  and  alban. 

Spontaneous  Conversion  of  Isoprene  into  Caoiitchouc.  W.  A. 
Tilden.  (Chein.  Netvs,  Ixv.  265.)  The  author  observed  that 
some  isoprene,  prepared  from  turpentine,  and  stored  in  bottles, 
changed  spontaneously  into  india-rubber,  the  liquid  being  at  the 
same  time  acid,  and  still  containing  some  unchanged  isoprene. 
The  presence  of  a  small  quantity  of  acetic  or  formic  acid  produced 
by  atmospheric  oxidation  is  suggested  as  a  possible  cause  of  this 
change. 

Terpenes  from  Resins.  O.  Wallacli  and  T.  Hhcindorff. 
{Liebifs  Anualen,  cclxxi.  ;308-oll.)  The  volatile  products  ob- 
tained in  the  distillation  of  copal,  olibanum,  and  colophony  contain 
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pinene  and  dipentene.     The  distillate  from  eleml  contains  dextro- 
pliellandi'ene. 

Terpin  Hydrate  from  Eucalyptus  Oil.  E.  Merck.  (Archiv  der 
Phanu.,  ccxxx.  1G9-173.)  The  author  finds  that  eucalyptus  oil, 
when  mixed  with  niti'ic  acid  and  alcohol,  causes  the  gradual  for- 
mation of  the  same  terpin  hydrate  Avhich  Wallach  obtained  under 
the  same  conditions  from  oil  of  turpentine. 

Citronellic  Aldehyde.  E.  Kremers.  (Amer.  Ghem.  Journ., 
xiv.  203-212.)  The  substance  emploj^ed  by  the  author  in  his 
investigations  was  the  so-called  cifronellon,  from  the  oil  of  Euca- 
lyptus maculata,  var.  citriodora,  and  was  supplied  by  Schimmel  of 
Leipzig.  The  oil  Avas  distilled  under  a  reduced  pressure  of  15 
mm.,  and  the  larger  portion,  which  came  over  between  195°  and 
220°,  was  collected  apart.  It  had  a  specific  gravity  of  0"875  at 
21°,  and  showed  a  I'otatory  power  of  [a]o=+6"81°.  On  analysis 
numbers  were  obtained  corresponding  with  the  formula  C^o  H^g  0, 
which  is  also  in  harmony  with  the  general  behaviour  of  the 
substance. 

Citronellic  aldehyde  is  an  unsaturated  compound  and  readily 
absorbs  bromine  in  the  ratio  C^QH^gO  :  Br^,  but  the  additive  pro- 
duct is  so  unstable  that  it  cannot  be  obtained  in  a  crystalline 
condition.  With  sodium  hydrogen  sulphite,  the  crystalline  solid, 
CjQ  Hjg  0,  Na  H  S  O3,  was  formed,  and  from  it  the  aldehyde  was 
again  liberated  on  treatment  with  sodium  carbonate. 

Citronellic  aldehyde  appears  to  form  an  oxime  with  hydroxyl- 
araine  hj-drochloride,  but  the  compound  was  not  isolated  in  a 
crystalline  form.  No  satisfactory  condensation  product  was  ob- 
tained with  phenylhydrazine.  On  oxidation  with  ammoniacal 
silver  oxide,  the  aldehyde  yields  an  acid  which  forms  a  by  no 
means  characteristic  silver  salt,  Cjq  Hjn.  Oo  Ag  ;  whilst,  with  per- 
manganate, it  pi'oduces,  in  addition  to  oxalic  and  formic  acids,  two 
acids,  the  salts  of  which  were  not  obtained  in  a  sufiiciently  pure 
state  to  enable  their  composition  to  be  determined. 

Citrene.  (ScMmmel  and  Go's  Report,  April,  1893.)  The  sub- 
stance referred  to  under  this  name  consists  of  the  terpenes  of  oil 
of  lemon  obtained  as  a  bye- product  in  the  preparation  of  citral 
(see  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  175).  It  is  spoken  of  as  a  likely 
adulterant  of  oil  of  lemon. 

Action  of  Sulphuric  Acid  on  Citrene.  G.  Bouchardat  and  J. 
Laf  ont.  (Gomptes  Reudus,  cxv.  1083-1085.)  The  authors  have 
studied  this  action,  and  find  that  it  results  in  the  formation  of 
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inactive  polymers  of  this  hydrocarbon,  the  most  abundant  of  which 
is  diterpilene,  C^q  H^^. 

Pinene.  0.  Wallach.  {Liebig's  Annalen,  cclxviii.  210-21G.) 
In  this  paper  the  author  defends  his  constitutional  formula  of 
pinene  against  the  criticisms  of  Wagner,  and  contends  that  it  is 
the  best  repi^esentation  of  the  constitution  of  this  body  that  can 
be  given  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge. 

Menthene.  A.  Reissert  and  A.  Junghahn.  (Ber.  der 
deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2698-2700.)  Menthenc  can  be  prepared 
in  a  pure  state  by  heating  menthol  with  twice  its  weight  of 
potassium  bisulphate  in  a  reflux  apparatus  at  180-200°  C.  for 
nearly  8  hours,  then  distilling  the  product  Avith  steam,  and  frac- 
tionating the  resulting  oil.  The  portion  boiling  at  107-108°  is 
pure  menthene,  and  forms  a  thin  colourless  dextro-rotatory  liquid 
of  0"814  specific  gravity  (at  20°  C),  and  a  peculiar  odour  unlike 
that  of  menthol.  The  author  describes  a  nitrosochloride  of  men- 
thene of  the  formula  Ci,,  Hjg  N  O  CI. 

The  Camphor  Group.  U.  Alvisi.  (Gazz.  Chim.  Ital.,  xxii. 
265-275  ;  Juiirn.  Chem.  Soc,  November,  1892.)  An  attempt  made 
to  prepare  a  cyanhydrin  from  camphor  was  unsuccessful,  hydrogen 
cyanide  having  no  action  on  camphor  either  at  the  ordinary  tem- 
perature or  at  60-80°,  or  even  when  in  the  nascent  condition. 
The  monobromocamphor,  melting  at  144°,  prepared  by  Cazeneuve 
by  the  action  of  hypobromous  acid  on  camphor,  could  not  be  iso- 
lated, the  product  of  the  reaction  after  purification  containing  6 
to  11  per  cent,  of  bromine.  On  boiling  a-dibromocamphor  with 
concentrated  aqueous  potash,  it  is  in  great  part  converted  into  the 
monobromocamphor  melting  at  7G°.  It  further  appears  that  in 
the  conversion  of  a-dibromocamphor  into  monobromocamphor  by 
lieating  it  with  potassium  permanganate  in  alkaline  solution,  the 
action  of  the  permanganate  is  quite  secondary,  being  limited  to 
the  foi'mation  of  some  resinous  and  other  bye-products. 

Oxidation  Products  of  Camphoric  Acid.  L.  Balbiano.  (Chem. 
Centr.,  1892,  612.)  When  camphoric  acid  is  oxidized  in  alkaline 
solution  by  means  of  potassium  permanganate,  oxalic  acid,  is 
formed,  together  with  a  new  acid  of  the  composition  Cg  Hj,;  Og. 

Notes  on  Essential  Oils.  8chimmcl  and  Co.  (Report  for 
.Vpril,  lS;»;5j  Notices  of  the  following  appear  in  this  i-eport : — 
The  oils  of  camphor,  cassia,  bergaraot,  lemon,  sweet  orange,  pine 
needle,  geranium,  guaiacum  wood,  lavender,  and  bitter  almonds. 
For  particulars,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  original  report  or 
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to  a  copious  extract  from  the  same  iu   Phann.  Journ.,  -hd  series, 
xxiii.  849-8.50  and  867-868. 

Essential  Oils.  Schimmel  and  Co.  {Zeitschr.filranalyt.Chem., 
xxxi.  o57-;3.58.)  Oil  of  Lavender. — The  true  oil  contains  no 
camphor,  and  but  traces  of  substances  of  low  boiling-point. 
Cineole,  which  occurs  in  considerable  proportions  in  oil  of  Lavan- 
dula spica,  is  likewise  absent  from  the  true  oil,  the  chief  con- 
stituents of  which  are  an  alcohol,  CioHjgO,  identical  with 
Semmlcr's  linalool,  and  its  acetate.  The  alcohol  boils  at  197-199° 
and  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0-878  at  15°.  Heated  witli  dehy- 
drating agents,  it  yields  dipentene  and  terpinene,  also  other  pro- 
ducts. On  oxidation,  it  yields  geranaldeliyde  ("  citral  "),  whose 
sp.  gr.  is  0-8972 ;  refractive  index,  1-490.  Geranaldehyde  is 
converted  by  dehydrating  agents  into  cymene.  Linalool  absorbs 
4  atoms  of  bromine  ;  with  hydrogen  chloride  it  yields  a  liquid  of 
the  composition  Cjo  Hjg  Cl^.  Acid  anhydrides  produce  the  corre- 
sponding ethers,  which  are  substances  of  agreeable  odour.  The 
acetate  occurs  to  the  extent  of  40  per  cent,  in  oil  of  bergamot,  and 
has  the  characteristic  odour  of  that  oil. 

Thoms'  method  of  valuing  oil  of  cloves  affords  results  agreeing 
within  1  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  Panajotow's  proposal  for 
the  detection  of  geranium  oil  in  oil  of  rose,  by  means  of  a  magenta 
solution  decolorized  by  sulphurous  acid,  is  found  to  be  useless. 

Oil  of  Sandal-Wood.  R.  A.  Cripps.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd 
series,  xxiii.  461-462.)  The  autlior's  results,  which  are  fully  de- 
tailed in  the  paper,  induce  him  to  suggest  that  the  official  descrip- 
tion of  the  characters  and  tests  of  this  oil  should  be  modified  as 
follows  : — "  Thick  in  consistence,  pale  yellow  or  nearly  colourless, 
possessing  a  strongly  aromatic  odour,  a  pungent  and  spicy  flavour, 
and  a  neutral  or  slightly  acid  reaction.  Its  specific  gravity  shouUl 
not  be  below  -970.  At  60°  F.  (15°-5  C.)  it  forms  a  clear  or  at 
most  a  faintly  opalescent  solution  with  five  times  its  volume  of  a 
mixture  of  five  fluid  parts  of  rectified  spirit  with  one  fluid  part  of 
distilled  water.  It  rotates  the  plane  of  polarization  of  a  i-ay  of 
polarized  light  strongly  to  the  left.  Two  drops  of  the  oil  added 
to  six  drops  of  nitric  acid,  sp.  gr.  I'o,  on  a  white  tile,  should  give  a 
yellow  to  bright  reddish-brown  coloration,  without  any  green, 
indigo,  or  violet  tint  at  the  edges  during  five  minutes.  For  com- 
plete saponification  in  alcoholic  solution,  it  requires  not  more  than 
1  per  cent,  of  potassium  hydrate." 

The  author  considers  it  is  not  improbable  that  farther  expeii- 
enc3   may  show  these   tests   to  be  not   sufficiently  restrictive,  for 
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thougli  tliey  would  detect  comparatively  small  additions  of  cedar- 
wood,  copaiba,  and  castor  oils,  oj-  of  oil  of  turpentine,  thej  would 
fail  in  the  case  of  small  quantities  of  West  Australian  or  West 
Indian  sandal-wood  oils. 

Test  for  the  Purity  of  Oil  of  Sandal-Wood.  E.  Mesnard. 
(Comptcs  Eendns,  cxiv.  1546-1547.)  Pure  oil  of  sandal-wood, 
Avlien  mixed  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  forms  a  viscous 
liquid  which  becomes  pasty  and  rapidly  changes  to  a  pale  bluish- 
grey  or  greyish  solid  mass  which  adheres  strongly  to  glass.  In 
the  presence  of  an  admixture  of  oil  of  cedar,  cubebs,  copaiba,  or 
turpentine,  the  mixture  does  not  completely  solidify,  and  remains 
of  a  deep  tint  with  a  distinct  lustre. 

Assay  of  Oil  of  Ulustard.  A.  Schlicht.  {Zeitschr.  filr  anahjt. 
Chem.,  XXX.  661-665.)  The  author  recommends  the  following 
modification  of  the  method  of  Dircks  : — The  mustard  oil  is  shaken 
for  some  time  in  a  corked  flask  with  a  mixture  of  20  parts  of 
potassium  permanganate  and  5  parts  of  potassium  hydrate  (both 
of  which  must  be  free  fi'om  sulphates),  and  the  mixture  is  finally 
heated  nearly  to  boiling.  The  whole  of  the  sulphur  is  thus 
oxidized  to  sulphuric  acid.  After  slight  cooling,  5  c.c.  of  alcohol 
are  added  for  every  gram  of  permanganate  used.  This  completes 
the  precipitation  of  the  manganese  present.  The  mixture  is  com- 
pletely cooled,  largely  diluted,  made  up  to  a  known  volume,  and 
filtei'cd.  A  measured  portion  of  the  filtrate  is  slightly  acidified 
with  hydrochloric  acid,  and  treated  with  a  solution  of  iodine  in 
potassium  iodide  until  a  feeble  yellow  colour  remains  even  after 
warming.  Tliis  reproduces  any  sulphuric  acid  which  has  been 
reduced  by  the  aldehyde,  and  also  removes  the  aldehyde  itself. 
The  sulphuric  acid  is  now  determined  by  barium,  and  the  weight 
of  barium  snlpliatc  multiplied  by  0"42492  gives  the  amount  of 
mustai'd  oil. 

Oil  of  Star-Anise.  (Schivnnel  and  Go's  Eeport,  April,  1893.) 
The  portion  of  this  oil  distilling  at  157-170°  C.  is  found  by  the 
finthoi-s  to  consist  of  two  terpenes,  one  of  which  is  Isevo-phellan- 
di-ene,  boiling  at  170-175°,  while  the  other  is  dextropinene, 
boiling  at  157-163°.  The  former  has  an  optical  rotation  of 
-5° 40',  and  the  latter  +21° 30',  both  in  a  100  mm.  tube. 

The  Oils  of  Lavender  and  Bergamot.  J.  Bertram  and  H. 
Walbaniii.  (.lonrn.  prakt.  Chem.,  .\lv.  590-603.)  The  main  con- 
stituent of  French  oil  of  lavender  is  an  alcohol  of  the  formula 
C'^f,  H^O,  identical  Avith  Semmler's  "  linalool  "  (sec  Yertr- i^ooZ;  of 
Pharmacy,  1892,  71).    It  is  associated  iu  the  oil  with  its  acetate  and 
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other  ethereal  salts.  On  oxidation  with  potassium  bichromate  and 
sulphuric  acid,  this  alcohol  yields  citral  (geranaldehjde,  see  Year- 
Book  of  Pliannncy,  1692,  175).  The  acetate  derived  from  linalool 
is  also  contained  in  oil  of  bergamot,  which  owes  its  odour  to  this 
constituent. 

The  Essential  Oil  of  Melaleuca  Viridiflora.  G.  Bertrand. 
(Comptes  liendus,  cxvi.  1070.)  The  leaves  of  this  New  Caledonian 
plant,  belonging  to  the  Myrtacea\  yield  about  2"5  per  cent,  of  a  pale 
3'ellow,  dextro-rotatory  volatile  oil,  having  a  specific  gravity  of 
0"922,  and  an  odour  resembling  that  of  oil  of  cajeput.  It  contains 
traces  of  valerianic  acid,  valerianic  ether,  and  benzoic  aldehyde. 
Its  principal  constituents  are  shown  by  the  author  to  be  a  dextro- 
rotatory terebenthene,  Cj,,  H^q,  eucalyptol,  a  hydrocarbon  (probably 
citrene)  boiling  at  175°C.,  and  a  terpineole. 

Pine  Oil.  Schimmel  and  Co.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series, 
xxiii.  342.)  The  authors  have  examined  several  samples  of  the 
oil  met  with  iu  commerce,  comparatively  with  an  undoubtedly 
genuine  sample,  and  have  found  that  in  some  instances  the 
commercial  oil  was  nothing  more  than  ordinary  turpentine 
scented  with  acetic  ether,  or  mixed  with  a  small  proportion  of 
true  pine  oil.  The  genuine  oil  differs  from  these  imitations  in 
containing  a  considerable  portion  of  oil  boiling  above  185°. 
This  cannot  be  distilled  without  decomposition,  except  by  the  aid 
of  steam,  and  it  is  considered  to  be  of  the  nature  of  an  ester,  to 
which  the  oil  owes  its  agreeable  smell.  The  portions  of  hio-hest 
boiling-.point  yielded  on  saponification  Isevo-borneol,  havino-  a 
melting-point  of  206°,  and  fat  acids,  chiefly  acetic.  Another  con- 
stituent of  the  genuine  oil  is  la3vo-pinene,  while  the  spurious  oil 
yields  dextro-pinene,  thus  showing  that  it  has  been  prepared  with 
American  turpentine.  The  oil  of  Finns  Picea  and  that  of  AMes 
canadensis,  resemble  genuine  pine  oil  in  containing  la^vo-borneol 
and  la?vo-pinene.  The  former  also  contains  limonene.  Another 
oil,  said  to  be  obtained  from  the  green  cones  of  Abies  excelsa,  did 
not  contain  borneol,  but  consisted  almost  entirely  of  liBvo-pinene 
and  lasvo-limonene.  By  fractional  distillation  the  great  difference 
of  commercial  samples  may  be  ascertained,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  tabular  statement  of  results  obtained  in  that  way. 
The  genuine  oil  yields  on\j  a  small  portion  distilling  under  170° 
(leevo-pinene),  and  there  I'emains  a  considerable  portion  boiling 
above  185°,  consisting  chiefly  of  borneol  acetate  and  other  esters 
of  borneol.  Ltevo-limonene  must  also  be  regarded  as  an  essential 
constituent  of  pine  oil. 
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The  quantitative  results  of  the  authors'  examination  are  given 
in  the  following'  table  : — 


Genuine  Pine  Oil. 
From  Picea  vulgaris,  Lk.,  sp.  gr.  0-933 

at  15°,  rotatory  power  —23°     .     . 
Pinus   Picea,    sp.  gr.  0"875    at   15°, 

rotatory  power  —58-40°   .... 

Abie.f  canadensis,  L.,  sp.  gr.  0-907  at 

15°,  rotatory  power  —  20-54° 
Pinus  Piunilio,  Haenke,  sp.  gr.  0-865 
at  15",  rotatory  power —9°    .     .     . 
Abies  excelsa,  Lk.,  sp.  gr.  0-854  at 
15°,  rotatory  power —72-40°      .     . 
CoMMER.  Samples. 
I. 

rotatory  power +14° 

II. 
sp.  gr.  0-873  at  15°,  rotatory  power  + 
4° 

in. 

sp.  gr.  0808,  optically  inactive     .     . 


17  p.c. 

8  „" 

11  „ 

0  .. 

16  „ 

96  „ 

95  ,, 

100  .. 


170°-185° 


33  p.c. 

55  „ 

cont'd. 

limonene. 

37  „ 

70  „ 

76  ., 

cont'd 

limonene. 

1  ., 


1    n 


Residue . 


50  p.c. 

37 

52 

30     „  / 


Essential  Oil  of  Licari  Kanali.  P.  Barbier.  (Gomptes  Eendits, 
cxiv.  674-675.)  Tliis  oil  was  found  by  Moi-in  to  contain  a  sub- 
stance, CjQ  H|g  O,  which  the  present  author  terms  licareol.  It  is 
a  colourless,  somewhat  oilj  liquid,  Avhich  boils  at  199-200°,  and 
has  a  sp.  gr.  of  08819  at  0°,  and  0-8662  at  15-4°.  Its  rotatory 
power  at  154°  is  [a]u=  — 18° 21',  and  its  refractive  indices  at  the 
same  temperatui'C  are  1'4635  for  the  red,  and  1'4775  for  the  blue 
rays.  It  is  energetically  attacked  by  a  mixture  of  potassium 
bichromate  and  sulphuric  acid,  and  among  the  products  of  oxida- 
tion a  ketone,  licareone,  Cm  Hjp  0,  occurs  as  a  liquid  of  penetrat- 
ing odour  and  0-8913  sp.  gr.  at  0°,  boiling  at  188-190°,  and 
reducing  alcoholic  solutions  of  ammonio-nitrate  of  silver. 

The  Essential  Oils  of  Garlic  and  Onion.  V.  W.  Semmler. 
{Archiv  der  I'harm.,  ccxxx.  434-448.)  The  author  finds  that 
neither  of  these  two  oils  contains  allyl  sulphide  nor  any  sesqui- 
terpene. 

Oil  of  garlic  {Allium  sativuvi)  contains  GO  per  cent,  of  diallyl 
hisulpliide,  So  (C^  115)2  j  about  6  per  cent,  of  alhjlpropyl  bisulphide, 
C3H- S'SPr;  20  per  cent,  of  a  fraction  passing  over  between  112 
and  122°,  and  having  the  empirical  formula  Cg  Hjy  S3 ;  and  about 
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10|  per  cent,  of  a  fraction  boiling  above  122°C.,  and  corresponding 
to  the  formula  Cg  H^q  S^. 

Oil  of  onion  {Allium  Cepa).  The  chief  fraction  of  this  oil  boils 
at  75-83°  C,  and  has  a  composition  answering  to  the  formula 
Cg  H|2  So.  From  the  fractions  boiling  above  100°  a  substance  was 
isolated  apparently  identical  with  one  of  the  compounds  obtained 
from  oil  of  asafoetida.  The  residue  boiling  above  125°  C.  contains 
higher  sulphides. 

Oil  of  Thuja.  O.  Wallach.  (Liehigs  Annalen,  cclxxii.  99-122.) 
The  fraction  of  this  oil  boiling  between  160°  and  190°  C.  contains 
pinene,  that  boiling  between  190°  and  200°,  which  constitutes  the 
bulk  of  the  oil,  consists  of  a  mixture  of  levo-fenchone,  Cjq  Hjg  O, 
and  tliujune,  Cjo  Hio  O)  which  can  be  separated  by  repeated  frac- 
tional distillation.  The  fraction  boiling  above  200°  C.  has  not  yet 
been  investigated. 

Calcium  Oxalate  in  the  Bark  of  Trees.  G.  Kraus.  {Ann. 
Agron.,  xviii.  271-272.)  The  author  has  experimented  with  the 
barks  of  various  trees  containing  notable  quantities  of  calcium 
oxalate,  and  has  determined  the  proportion  of  the  latter  in  each 
case  at  different  times  of  the  year.  He  arrives  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  oxalate  is  not  an  excretion  but  a  reserve  deposit,  which 
is  redissolved  in  spring  and  summer  according  to  the  needs  of  the 
plant. 

Presence  of  Boron,  Lithium,  and  Copper  in  Plants.  N".  Passerini. 
{Staz.  Sper.  Agrar.,  xx.  471-476,  and  xxi.  56.5-.573.)  The  author 
has  detected  boron  and  lithium  in  the  leaves,  and  copper  in  the 
rhizomes  of  Iris  germanica,  and  all  the  three  elements  named  in 
the  stems  of  tomatoes. 

Boric  Acid  as  a  Normal  Constituent  of  Hops  and  Beer.  J.  Brand. 
{Zeitschr.  fur  das  ges.  Braitw.,  1892,  xv.  427.)  The  author  finds 
that  boric  acid  occurs  normally  in  beer,  and  that  it  emanates  from 
the  hops.  It  is  not  contained  in  barley  or  malt,  but  in  every 
A'ariety  of  hops.  100  c.c.  of  beer  or  5  grams  of  hops  suffice  for  its 
detection. 

Tea.  Y.  Kozai.  {Bied.  Centr.,  1892,  488-489.)  The  propor- 
tion of  the'ine  and  of  total  nitrogen  in  tea-leaves  from  shrubs 
growing  in  full  light  is  much  greater  than  that  found  in  the  leaves 
after  excluding  the  light  from  the  shi'ubs  for  several  weeks.  The 
different  age  of  the  plants,  under  otherwise  equal  conditions  as  to 
locality,  soil,  light,  etc.,  seems  to  effect  no  definite  variation  in  the 
composition.  The  exclusion  of  light  from  the  shrub  is  found  to 
have  no  influence  on  the  proportion  of  tannin. 
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Crystallized  Vegetable  Proteids.  T.B.Osborne.  (.4/uer.  Chem. 
Journ.^  662-689.)  The  author  describes  a  number  of  crystallized 
globulins  obtained  from  Brazil  nuts,  hemp  seed,  castor-oil  beans, 
Hax  seed,  oats,  and  squash  seeds.  For  particulars  the  original 
sliould  be  consulted. 

A  Digestive  Ferment  in  Cucumis  Utilissiinus.  J.  R.  Green. 
{Annals  of  IJotany,  July,  1892,  195;  PJuirm.  Journ.,  3rd  series, 
xxiii.  85-86.)  The  author  has  examined  the  fruit  of  the  Kachree 
gourd,  Cucumis  utilissimus,  and  finds  that  it  contains  in  the  juice 
and  pericarp  a  proteohydrolytic  ferment,  capable  of  dissolving 
coagulated  eg^  albumen.  This  ferment  is  either  of  the  nature  of 
globulin  or  associated  with  a  globulin  in  the  cells  of  the  plant. 
Like  papain,  it  acts  best  in  a  slightly  alkaline  medium,  less  readily 
in  a  nentral  one,  and  least  of  all  in  the  presence  of  acid.  It  re- 
sembles papain,  too,  in  effecting  a  very  complete  decomposition 
of  the  albumen,  giving  rise  to  peptone,  and  later  to  leucin.  It  is 
therefore  a  ferment  allied  to  the  trypsin  rather  than  to  the  pepsin 
of  tlie  animal  organism. 

The  Fermentation  of  Arabiuose  by  Bacillus  Ethaceticns.  P.  F. 
Frank  land  and  J.  MacGregor.  (Proc.  Ghem.  Soc,  No.  cxiv.) 
The  products  are  qualitatively  the  same  as  were  obtained  in  the 
fermentations  of  glycerol  by  the  same  organism,  consisting  of 
ethyl  alcohol,  acetic  acid,  carbon  dioxide,  hydrogen,  and  traces  of 
succinic  acid,  together  with  another  acid,  which  was  not  identified, 
although  its  carbon  dioxide  equivalent  was  determined.  When, 
however,  the  fermentation  is  conducted  in  a  space  closed  by  a 
mercury  seal  instead  of  cotton  wool,  a  notable  proportion  of  formic 
acid  also  occurs  amongst  the  products.  The  carbonic  anhydride 
and  hydrogen  are  evolved  in  equimolecular  proportions.  When 
the  fermentation  is  conducted  in  a  closed  space,  the  products  are 
formed  approximately  in  the  proportions  3  C^  Hg  0  :  3  Co  H^  0.->  : 
-iCH^Oo,  the  formic  acid,  as  well  as  the  carbon  dioxide  and 
hydrogen  found,  being  all  collected  together  as  formic  acid  in  this 
statement.  In  the  fermentations  conducted  in  flasks  plugged  only 
with  cotton  wool,  on  the  other  hand,  the  alcohol  and  acetic  acid 
were  in  the  proportion  2  C,  Hg  O  :  3C^Ilj^0.^.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  in  the  fermentation  of  arabinose  by  Bacillus  ethaceticus 
the  propoi'tion  of  acetic  acid  to  alcohol  is  greater  than  in  that  of 
dextrose,  and  still  greater  than  in  that  of  mannitol  and  glycerol, 
but  less  than  in  that  of  glyceric  acid. 

Fat-decomposing  Ferments  in  Plants.  W.  Sigmund.  (Bied. 
L'enlr.,  xxi.  350.)     The  experiments   were  made   with  oily  seed.s, 
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chiefly  rape.  The  ferments  soluble  in  water  and  glycerin,  but 
insoluble  in  alcohol,  were  dried  at  30°,  and  mixed  to  an  emulsion 
with  weighed  amounts  of  fatty  oils.  In  twenty-four  hours, 
titration  with  decinormal  alkali  showed  a  distinct  increase  of  free 
acid.  The  action  of  the  ferment  is  similar  to  that  of  the  panci^eas 
ferment.  Subsequent  experiments  showed  that  the  co-opei"ation 
of  an  organized  ferment  in  the  decomposition  of  the  oil  is  not 
possible,  and  the  ferment  of  the  seeds  showed  the  characteristic 
property  of  all  enzymes,  being  when  dry  soluble  at  100°,  but  when 
damp  it  loses  its  activity  at  80°,  so  that  heated  dry  seeds  gave 
active,  boiled  seeds  inactive,  extracts.  Experiments  with  germi- 
nating seeds  gave  similar  results,  except  that  the  increase  of  acid 
was  considerably  greater,  and  that  the  ferment  of  the  germinated 
seeds  seemed  to  be  more  sensitive  to  heat  in  the  dry  state.  The 
ferment  has  also  the  power  of  decomposing  alkyl  salts,  as,  for 
instance,  spermaceti,  which  do  not,  like  glycerides,  belong  to  fats 
in  the  narrower  sense. 

Vegetable  Ferments.  J.  R.  Green.  (Phnrm.  Journ.,  3rd 
series,  xxiii.  946-949,  970-972,  991-994,  1008-1010,  1030-1033, 
and  1047-1052.)  This  is  an  elaborate  and  interesting  sketch  of 
the  literature  of  this  subject  which,  however,  cannot  be  dealt  with 
in  the  form  of  an  abstract.  We  must  therefore  confine  ourselves 
here  to  a  mere  reference  to  the  source  given. 

Recent  Contributions  to  the  Chemistry  and  Bacteriology  of  the 
Fermentation  Industries.  P.  F.  Prankland.  (Published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts  and  reprinted  in  Fharm.  Journ.,  3rd 
-series,  xxiii.  654-656,  753-756,  775-778,  814-819,  855-860,  873- 
<S75,  and  939-941.)  As  it  is  impossible  to  deal  justly  with  this 
■elaborate  paper  in  the  form  of  an  abstract,  we  can  do  no  more  in 
this  place  than  to  call  the  reader's  attention  to  it  and  refer  him 
to  the  sources  given.  The  paper  is  copiously  illustrated  by 
woodcuts. 

The  Composition  of  Butter  Fat.  MM.  Schrodt  and  Kenzold. 
{Chem.  Bepert.,  xx.  228.  From  Pharm.  Journ.)  The  authors  have, 
during  a  whole  year,  made  continuous  examinations  of  the  butter 
obtained  from  more  than  two  hundred  cows.  From  their  observa- 
tions they  conclude  that — (1)  the  amount  of  volatile  acids  is 
determined  by  the  period  of  lactation,  and  is  not  affected  by  the 
feeding:  as  the  period  of  lactation  advances,  there  is  a  gradual 
diminution  of  the  volatile  acids ;  (2)  generally  a  low  amount  of 
volatile  acids  is  accompanied  by  a  high  amount  of  insoluble  fat 
acids,  causing  increase  of  the  refraction  exponent  ;   (3)   the  low 
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amount  of  volatile  acids  is  sometimes  due  to  causes  that  are  still 
unexplained  ;  (4)  in  consequence  of  the  possible  low  amount  of 
volatile  acids,  the  determination  of  that  factor  is  insufficient,  and 
it  must  be  accompanied  by  the  determination  of  insoluble  fat 
acids,  as  well  as  the  refraction  exponent. 

Koumiss.  G.  Sharp.  (Pharm.  Joiirn..  3rd  series,  xxiii.  512- 
517.)  In  this  essay  the  author  deals  with  the  life-history  and 
with  the  composition  and  physiological  chemistry  of  koumiss. 
The  average  composition  was  found  by  analysis  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Casein  (true) 

2-340   percent. 

Serum  albumen     . 

-320 

Acid  albumen 

•220 

Globulin 

-100 

Proteoses  (albnmose)     . 

•IGO 

Acidity  (due  clnefly  to  lactic,  acetic, 

succinic  acids,  etc.)    . 

■o7C> 

Fat        .... 

1-910 

Sugars  (by  fermentation) 

2500 

Alcohol  (calculated  as  C,  Hj 

OH  by 

weight) 

1-060 

Urea      .... 

•017 

Carbonic  acid  gas  . 

•GU 

Ash        ...         . 

•210 

In  addition  to  these,  small  quantities  of  leucin,  tyrosin,  glycocine^ 
pyrocatechin,  lecithin,  indole,  and  uric  acid  were  recognised.  Ko 
peptone  could  be  detected.  The  uric  acid  is  regarded  as  probably 
a  decomposition  product  of  prote'ids.  The  alcohols  were  found 
to  comprise  etliyl,  butyl,  and  cinnamyl  alcohols.  In  addition  to 
acetic  and  lactic  acids,  butyi'ic  and  pi'opionic  acids  were  detected 
among  the  volatile  fatty  acids. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  koumiss  is  a  more  complex  fluid  than 
is  generally  supposed.  The  presence  of  indole  and  pyrocatechin 
seems  to  show  that  the  decomposition  which  tlie  pi'oteids  of 
koumiss  undergo  is  nearer  akin  to  that  brought  about  by  putrefac- 
tion of  proteids  than  to  any  of  the  other  forms  of  decomposition 
■  (by  acids,  heat,  etc.).  This  the  author  regards  as  somewhat 
strange,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  koumiss  is  such  a  useful  agent  in 
the  treatment  of  diseases  more  particularly  dependent  on  putre- 
factive bodies. 

Sterilization  of  Milk.  C.  W.  Earle.  (Chicago  Med.  T(ec., 
iii.  472.)  Tlie  autlioi-  agi-ees  with  A.  R.  Leeds  and  E.  P.  Davis  in 
objecting  to  the  sterilization  of  milk  at  the  boiling-point  of  water, 
on  the  e-round  that  such  treatment  lessens  the  digestibilitv  and 
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nutritive  value  of  the  milk  (compare  abstract,  Year-Booh  of 
Fharmacy,  1892,  82).  He  aLso  concurs  in  the  view  that  the  main 
object  of  sterilization  may  be  attained  at  a  temperature  of 
70°-80°  C,  -without  the  risk  of  injury  to  the  milk  as  food. 

Boiled  Milk  as  Infants'  Food.  H.  Drouet.  (Avier.  Journ. 
Pharm.,  September,  1892.)  In  a  report  presented  to  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  on  the  use  of  milk  in  artificial  alimentation 
of  infants,  the  author  arrives  at  the  following  conclusions : — 

1.  While  some  infants  readily  digest  unboiled  milk,  the 
digestibility  of  milk  is  not  in  the  least  diminished,  in  the  large 
majority  of  cases,  by  boiling. 

2.  The  nutritive  power  of  boiled  milk  is  to  a  large  extent 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  infants. 

3.  Boiled  milk  is  preserved  unaltered  for  a  longer  time  than 
unboiled  milk. 

4.  Milk  is  often  the  vehicle  of  contagious  disease-germs,  and 
pre-eminently  those  of  tuberculosis. 

5.  Contagion  from  that  source  is  pi-evented  by  boiling  the 
milk. 

6.  It  is  therefore  considered  most  advisable  that  milk  intended 
for  alimentation  be  boiled. 

Digestibility  of  Raw  and  Boiled  Meat.  A.  Stutzer.  {Landw. 
Versiichs-Stat.,  xl.  o21-o22.)  The  author's  experiments  confirm 
the  observation  that  boiling  diminishes  the  digestibility  of  jneat. 
The  difference  in  digestibility  between  boiled  and  raw  meat  is 
found  to  be  most  considerable  in  the  presence  of  a  small  quantity 
of  hydrochloric  acid. 

Pupin.  A.  B.  Griffiths.  (Compfes  Uendus,  cxv.  320-321.) 
From  the  skin  of  the  pupae  of  various  lepidoptera  the  author  has 
obtained  a  colourless,  amorphous  bod}^,  of  the  formula  C^^  Hog  No  O5, 
which  he  describes  under  the  name  of  j^upin.  It  is  soluble  in 
strong  hydrochloric  acid  and  precipitated  from  this  solution  by 
water.  On  prolonged  boiling  with  strong  acids,  it  splits  up  into 
leucine  and  carbonic  anhydride. 

Albumoses  and  Peptone.  W.  Kiihne.  (Zeit.  Biol.,  xxix.  1-40; 
Journ.  Chem.  Sac,  Api-il,  1893,  i.  233.)  Solutions  containing  a 
mixture  of  albumoses  and  peptone  give  a  precipitate  of  albumoses 
when  satui'ated  with  ammonium  sulphate,  the  peptone  remaining 
in  solution.  After  filtration,  the  filtrate,  if  set  aside,  will  sub- 
sequently give  a  further  precipitate  if  more  salt  is  added.  This 
has  been  explained  by  supposing  that  the  saturation  was  in  the 
first  instance  incomplete,  or  that  the  peptone  is  partially  changed 
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back  into  albumose.  The  present  i-esearch  shows  that  the  former 
is  the  more  probable  explanation.  There  are  many  precautions 
necessary  in  order  to  precipitate  the  last  traces  of  albumose.  It 
is  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  use  large  volumes  of  the 
saturated  solution  in  addition  to  merely  adding  crystals  of  the 
salt  to  the  protei'd  mixture.  Furthei',  it  is  found  that  whereas  the 
greater  part  of  the  albumose  is  precipitated  by  the  salt  if  the 
reaction  of  the  mixture  is  made  acid,  the  residue,  which  is  difficult 
of  precipitation,  comes  down  more  readily  if  the  reaction  is  made 
alkaline.  It  is  further  necessary,  after  the  solution  of  peptone  is 
obtained,  to  remove  the  salt  employed ;  a  method  for  doing  this 
by  the  use  of  barium  carbonate  after  concentration  is  fully 
described.  If  pancreatic  juice  has  been  used  for  the  preparation 
of  peptone,  care  also  must  be  taken  that  leucine  and  tyrosine 
are  removed  also.  In  drying,  concentrating,  etc.,  especially  if 
sulphuric  acid  is  used,  a  brownish  product  is  formed  ;  this  is 
minimised  by  care  in  the  manipulations.  This  substance  is  pre- 
cipitable  by  ammonium  sulphate  ;  it  is  not,  however,  albumose,  and 
gives  no  biuret  reaction.  If  a  precipitate  forms  in  dialysis,  it  is 
not  necessarily  of  proteid  nature  ;  if  hard  water  is  used,  it  may  be 
calcium  sulphate. 

Nuclein.  H.  Malfatti.  (Zeitschr.  fiir  phjsiol.  Ghe')n.,  xvii. 
8-9.)  Further  experiments  by  the  author  have  failed  to  confirm 
the  opinion  previously  expressed  that  nucleic  acid  prepared  from 
Liebermann's  nuclein  unites  with  guanine,  foi-ming  a  compound 
corresponding  to  the  nucleic  acids  obtained  from  natural  nuclein. 

Dextrose  in  Blood.  M.  Pickardt.  (Zeitschr.  filr  physioL 
GJiem.,  xvii.  217-219.)  After  freeing  the  blood  from  proteids  and 
pigment  by  zinc  acetate,  it  can  be  readily  shoAvn  to  contain  a 
dextrorotatory  constituent  fermentable  with  yeast,  reducing- 
Fehling's  solution,  and  proving  to  be  dextrose  by  its  behavioui' 
towards  phenylliydrazine. 

Absorption  of  Oxygen  by  Haemoglobin.  C.  Bohr  and  S.  Torup. 
(Chem.  Centralbl,  1^92,  i.  ;i21  and  480-487.)  The  proportion  of 
oxygen  absorbed  by  solutions  of  haemoglobin  is  shown  by  the 
authors  to  vary  with  the  concentration  of  the  solution.  The  dry 
crystals  of  oxyhaemoglobin  always  seem  to  contain  a  considerably 
smaller  amount  of  absorbed  oxygen  than  the  solutions  from  which 
they  are  obtained.  The  authors  distinguish  several  modifications 
of  oxyhajmoglobin,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  uniform  relation 
between  the  quantities  of  absorbed  oxygen,  the  di-y  substance, 
and  the  proportion  of  iron  of  the  different  modifications. 
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Occurrence  of  Strychnine  in  the  Brain  in  Poisoning  Cases. 
.MM.  Cirandval  ami  Lajoiix.  (licpertoire  de  Pharm.,  Jul}", 
1892.)  The  authors  confirm  an  observation  previou.sly  made  by 
(Jay,  Schlagdenhauffen,  and  Garnier,  that  in  cases  of  poisoning  by 
strychnine  this  alkaloid  can  be  detected  in  the  brain. 

Elimination  of  Creasote.  Dr.  Imbert.  (Btdl.  gen.  de  Thi'rap., 
■Septembei-,  1892.)  The  author  finds  that  creasote  after  its 
internal  administration  is  almost  entirely  eliminated  with  the 
urine.  Only  traces  of  it  arc  found  in  the  expectorations.  The 
elimination  through  the  kidneys  is  fairly  rapid,  the  greater  part 
of  the  creasote  taken  passing  away  with  the  urine  within  twelve 
liours  after  its  administration. 

Elimination  of  Morphine  by  the  Salivary  Glands.  J.Rosen- 
thal. (U  Union  Med icale,  ^Lnvch  2ord,  189o.)  The  author  calls 
attention  to  the  observation  that  some  time  after  the  administra- 
tion of  morphine  by  hypodermic  injections,  this  alkaloid  makes 
its  appearance  in  unmistakable  quantity  in  the  saliva. 

The  Behaviour  of  Gallic  and  Tannic  Acids  in  the  Organism. 
C.  h\  Morner.  (Medical  Chronicle,  July,  1892.)  The  autlior 
confirms  Stockman's  observation  that,  while  gallic  acid  is  partly 
eliminated  from  the  system  unchanged,  tannic  acid  is  partly 
excreted  in  the  urine  as  gallic  acid  unassociated  with  any  tannic 
or  pyrogallic  acid.  He  has  further  estimated  the  amount  of 
gallic  acid  present  in  the  urine  after  definite  doses  of  gallic  and 
tannic  acids.  For  this  purpose  he  employed  a  method  similar  to 
that  suggested  by  Wolkow  and  Baumann  for  the  estimation  of 
homogentisic  acid  in  the  urine,  which  depends  on  the  reducing 
action  of  gallic  acid  on  amraoniated  silver  solution.  He  finds 
that  the  proportion  of  gallic  acid  excreted  in  the  ui-ine  largely 
depends  on  the  amount  given  in  one  dose.  If  a  drachm  to  a 
drachm  and  a  half  be  taken,  30  per  cent,  passes  in  the  urine  ;  if 
30  grains,  only  21  per  cent.  After  22  grains,  only  .5  per  cent, 
could  be  detected  ;  after  7-15  grains,  only  2  per  cent. ;  whilst  a  dose 
of  3  grains  was  not  followed  by  the  appearance  of  any  gallic  acid 
in  the  urine.  The  fa?ces  were  found  to  be  quite  free  from  gallic 
acid,  and  the  conclusion  is  arrived  at  that  a  certain  poi'tion  of  the 
latter  is  burnt  up  in  the  system  in  its  passage  through  the  bod3^ 
When  tannic  acid  was  taken,  only  very  little  gallic  acid  could  be 
detected  in  the  urine.  The  administration  of  even  as  much  as  30 
to  60  grains  of  tannic  acid  was  followed  by  the  appearance  of  so 
small  a  trace  of  gallic  acid  in  the  urine  that  it  could  not  be 
estimated.      Only    when  two  drachms   of   tannic    acid   had  been 
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administered  was  the  quantity  of  gallic  acid  sufficient  to  allow  of 
its  quantitative  estimation,  but  onl}-  one  per  cent,  of  the  tannic  acid 
consumed  occurred  in  the  urine  in  the  form  of  gallic  acid.  No 
tannic  acid  was  found  in  the  faeces,  and  it  is  therefore  considered 
probable  that  the  greater  part  is  burnt  up  in  the  body.  The 
author  suggests  as  an  explanation  that  the  tannic  acid  forms 
insoluble  or  difficultly  soluble  compounds  with  albumen,  wliich 
pass  into  the  intestine  and  there  slowly  decompose.  The  con- 
version of  tannic  into  gallic  acid  is  so  gradual  that  the  small 
quantities  of  the  latter  thus  produced  are  burnt  up  and  therefore 
never  appear  in  the  urine.  On  the  other  hand,  when  gallic  acid 
is  taken,  a  more  complete  absorption  takes  place,  and  therefore 
a  small  quantity  only  is  burnt  up  and  the  larger  portion  excreted. 

Elimination  of  Snlphonal.  W.J.Smith.  {Zeifschr.  physiol. 
Chem.,  xvii.  1-7.)  After  the  administration  of  sulphonal,  only 
a  small  quantity  of  this  substance  is  eliminated  by  the  urine 
in  an  unchanged  condition.  The  greater  part  undergoes  changes 
in  the  organism,  the  chief  end  product  being  ethylsul phonic  acid. 

Localization  of  Mercury  in  the  Animal  Organism.  M.  Ull- 
mann.  {Pharni.  Post.,  xxv.  1099-1101.)  When  mercury  has 
become  deposited  in  the  organism,  the  largest  amount  is  found  in 
the  kidneys,  liver,  and  spleen,  in  the  order  given.  The  stomach 
contains  very  small  but  weighable  quantities,  while  rather  more 
is  found  in  the  intestines.  Small  weighable  quantities  are  found 
in  the  heart  and  skeletal  muscles,  and  occasionally  also  in  the 
lungs.  The  brain,  salivary  glands,  abdominal  gland,  thyroid 
gland,  bile,  and  bone  substance  may  contain  unweighable  traces, 
or  none  at  all. 

Cancroin.  Ur.  Adamkiewicz.  (Pharm.  Zeituvg,  1892,  755; 
Amer.  Journ.  Pharm.,  February,  1893.)  Canci'oin  has  been  ob- 
tained by  the  author  from  cancer  tissue,  upon  wliich  Coccidium 
sarkolytus  is  parasitic.  It  is  a  functional  product,  and  as  such 
presents  protection  against  the  parasite  itself.  It  has  a  remark- 
able similarity,  physically  and  physiologically,  to  the  ptomaines, 
especially  to  neurine,  and  the  latter  could  replace  cancroin  in  its 
specific  action  towards  the  cancer-cell ;  it  is  possible  that  the  two 
substances  are  identical.  The  name  cancroin  is  not  exclusively 
applied  to  the  poison  in  the  cancerous  tissue,  but  also  to  a  solution 
containing  25  per  cent,  of  neurinc  neutralized  with  citric  acid, 
then  saturated  with  carbolic  acid,  and,  lastly,  diluted  with  twice 
its  volume  of  water. 

Cobra   Poison.     A.  A.  Kanthack.     (Journ.  Phrjsiol,  xu'i.  272- 
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299;  also  Lancet,  3589,  p.  129(3.)  The  venom  of  the  cobra  is  an 
albnmose  closely  resembling  in  its  properties  proto-albumose. 
It  does  not  contain  any  globulin,  and  is  free  from  alkaloids.  Its 
poisonous  effects  are  more  or  less  rapidly  destroyed  by  chlorine 
water,  caustic;  alkalies,  iodine  trichloride,  potassium  permanga- 
nate, phenol,  gold  chloride,  silver  nitrate,  mercuric  chloride,  and 
alcohol.  Experiments  to  establish  immunity  against  the  poison 
proved  entirely  unsuccessful.  The  author  is  unable,  on  the 
strength  of  repeated  expei^iments,  to  share  the  favourable  view 
entertained  by  A.  Calmette  {Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chim.,  xxv. 
589)  respecting  the  curative  effects  of  hypodermic  injections  of 
gold  chloride.  Strychnine,  which  has  also  been  recently  re- 
commended as  a  remedy,  is  neither  a  chemical  nor  a  physiological 
antidote. 

Bacterial  Poisons.  W.  Simon.  (Fharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series, 
xxiii.  7-9,  25-26,  and  43-47.  From  Pharm.  Bevieiv.)  In  this 
essay  the  author  gives  a  review  of  the  work  done  in  the  chemical 
examination  of  products  resulting  from  bacteria.  The  subject  is 
divided  into  three  sections,  viz.  : — 

I.  Historical  sketch. 
II.  Ptomaines. 
III.   Ptomaines  in  food. 

As  a  report  of  this  description  cannot  be  adequately  dealt  with 
in  the  form  of  an  abstract,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  source 
above  mentioned. 

Chemical  Reactions  of  Tuberculous  Pus.  M.  Debraye  and 
E.  Legrain.  {American  Druggist,  March,  1893.  From  Journ.  de 
Pharm,.  et  de  Chim.)  Several  drops  of  the  pus  are  diluted  with 
2  or  3  c.c.  of  distilled  water,  and  mixed  with  a  small  fragment 
of  K  H  0  or  Na  Ho ;  to  this  mixture  are  added  a  few  drops 
of  an  uncoloured  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper.  If  the  pus  is 
warm  a  rose  colour  is  obtained,  and  a  violet  coloration  with  the 
tuberculous  pus  only  if  it  contains  the  tubercular  bacillus  and 
has  never  been  contaminated  by  the  pyogenic  microbes.  The 
cause  of  this  phenomenon  is  at  present  obscui-e. 

A  New  Ptomaine.  A.  B.  Griffiths.  (Gomptes  Eendus,  cxv. 
418.)  The  ptomaine  reported  upon  in  this  paper  is  a  toxic  base 
crystallizing  in  prismatic  needles  having  the  composition  C-  Hg  N  Oo. 
It  is  formed  when  Micrococcus  tetragenus,  an  organism  found  in  the 
sputum  of  consumptives,  is  cultivated  on  peptonized  gelatin,  and 
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is  evidently  a  decomposition  product  of  the  proteid  matter  of  the 
latter,  formed  by  the  agenc}'  of  this  microbe. 

Ptomaines  of  Infectious  Diseases.  A.B.Griffiths.  ( Com-pies 
liendus,  cxiv.  1382-1384.  From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  The  author 
has  continued  his  researches  on  this  subject,  and  has  isolated  two 
ptomaines  from  the  urine  of  victims  to  glanders  and  pneumonia. 
Neither  of  these  bodies  occur  in  normal  urine.  The  one  extracted 
from  urine  in  cases  of  glanders  forms  white  crystals  of  the  com- 
position Cj^HjoNoOg.  The  hydrochloride,  platinochloride,  and 
aurochloride  are  all  crystalline.  Its  solutions  give  a  greenish 
precijjitate  with  phosphotang'stic  acid,  a  brownish  white  pre- 
cipitate with  phosphomolybdic  acid,  a  yellow  precipitate  with 
pici'ic  acid,  and  a  precipitate  with  Nessler's  solution.  The  base 
is  poisonous,  and  when  injected  under  the  skin  of  a  rabbit,  pro- 
duces abscesses  at  the  point  of  injection,  peculiar  nodular  lesions 
in  the  lungs,  etc.,  and  finally,  death. 

The  ptomaine  from  the  urine  of  pneumonia  patients  form.s 
white,  microscopic  needles,  soluble  in  Avater,  forming  an  alkaline 
solution.  It  forms  a  hydrochloride,  platinochloride,  and  auro- 
chloride, and  its  solutions  give  a  white  precipitate  with  phospho- 
tungstic  acid,  a  yellowish-white  precipitate  with  phosphomolybdic 
acid,  a  yellow  precipitate  with  picric  acid,  and  a  brownish  pre- 
cipitate with  Nessler's  solution.  The  base  has  the  composition 
C20  Hog -^^2 ^3,  ^^^  ^^^  specific  rotatory  power  is  [a]D  = -f  23'5°. 

Ptomaines  from  the  Urine  in  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever. 
A.  B.  Griffiths.  (Comptcs  Eeiidus,  cxv.  GG7-(3G9.)  The  author 
has  isolated  from  the  urine  of  patients  suffering  from  erysipelas 
a  highly  poisonous  ptomaine  of  the  composition  Cji^H^sNOs- 
Another  very  toxic  ptomaine  has  been  obtained  by  him  from  the 
urine  of  persons  affected  with  puerperal  fever.  ISTeither  of  these 
bodies  occur  in  healthy  urine. 

A  Ptomaine  from  the  Urine  of  Patients  suffering  from  Eczema. 
A.  B.  Griffiths.  (Comptes  BeJulus,  cxvi.  I'lOo.)  The  author  has 
isolated  from  the  urine  of  patients  suffering  from  eczema  a  white 
crystalline  toxic  alkaloid  of  the  formula  C^HjsN  O,  for  Avhicli  he 
suggests  the  name  "  ec^ejjuuc."  This  ptomaine  does  not  occur  in 
normal  urine. 

A  New  Leucomaine.  A.  B.  Griffiths.  (Comptes  Eeitdus,  cxv. 
185-lbG.)  The  body  described  by  the  author  was  obtained  from 
the  urine  of  an  epileptic  patient  by  rendering  the  urine  alkaline 
with  sodium  carbonate,  shaking  with  half  its  volume  of  ether, 
then  agitating  the  filtered  ethereal  extract  with  an  aqueous   solu- 
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tion  of  tartai-ic  acid,  precipitating;  the  alkaloid  from  the  acid 
liquid  with  sodium  carbonate,  and  purifying'  it  by  i-ecrystallization 
from  ether.  It  is  a  white  substance  cr^-stallizing  in  prisms,  which 
are  soluble  in  water  Avith  a  faintly  alkaline  reaction,  and  have  a 
composition  corresponding  to  the  formula  C12  Hjg  N5  O7.  It  forms 
a  crystalline  hydrochlorate  and  aurochloride,  yields  a  greenish- 
white  precipitate  with  mercuric  chloride,  a  yellowish  one  witli 
silver  nitrate,  a  white  one  with  phosphotungstic  acid,  a  brownish- 
white  one  with  phosphomolybdic  acid,  and  a  yellow  one  with 
tannic  acid.  It  is  poisonous,  producing  trembling,  intestinal  and 
urinary  evacuations,  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  couvulsions,  and 
death. 

The  Value  of  Ehrlich's  Urine  Test  for  Typhoid  Fever.  G.  M. 
Beringer.  (Amer.  Journ.  Pharm.,  November,  1892.)  The 
colour  produced  by  urine  with  a  solution  of  sulphanilic  acid  has 
been  claimed  by  Ehrlich  as  a  means  of  detecting  typhoid  in  its 
earlier  stages,  even  before  the  appearance  of  the  typical  symptoms. 
A  small  quantity  of  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of  sodium  nitrite  is 
added  to  the  urine,  and  then  a  quantity  of  a  saturated  solution  of 
sulphanilic  acid  in  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  hydrochloric  acid, 
followed  by  the  addition  of  ammonia.  The  test  is  stated  to  pro- 
duce a  deep  red  colour. 

The  author  has  critically  examined  this  and  other  modes  of 
applying  the  test,  and  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  claims  put 
forth  for  it  cannot  be  admitted.  While  the  failure  of  the  reaction 
may  indicate  the  absence  of  typhoid,  the  occurrence  of  the  re- 
action would  not  warrant  the  diagnosis  of  typhoid  unless  sup- 
ported by  other  evidence,  as  many  of  the  products  producing  the 
reaction,  notably  phenol  and  peptone,  may  be  present  in  the  urine 
from  other  causes. 

Catechol  in  the  Urine  of  Hydrophobic  Rabbits.  R.  Moscatelli. 
(VircJioivs  Archiv,  cxxviii.  181.)  The  author  reports  that  a  notable 
proportion  of  catechol  can  be  invariably  detected  in  the  urine  of 
rabbits  during  the  hydrophobic  state  induced  by  injections  of 
Pasteur's  material. 

A  Crystalline  Globulin  occurring  in  Human  Urine.  D.  Noel 
Pat  on.  {Proc.  Boy.  Soc.  Edin.,  xix.  102-115.  From  Journ. 
Chem.  Soc.)  In  the  urine  of  a  patient  recovering  from  a  prolonged 
attack  of  diarrhoea,  the  percentage  of  proteids  was  found  to  be 
very  high— 2-00  per  cent.,  of  which  1-92  consisted  of  globulin.  On 
another  occasion,  the  total  proteids  were  3-82,  of  which  globulin 
was   3-732.      It    was   obtained  by  precipitation  with   ammonium 
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suljiliate,  filtering,  washing,  and  dialjsing ;  the  crystals  were 
elongated  and  rhombic,  and  larger  than  those  of  tyrosine,  but, 
instead  of  being  a  cicular,  they  were  terminated  by  a  chai^acteris- 
tic  angular  extremity — coagulation  occurs  below  60°  and  above 
56° — dried  at  110°,  they  were  found  to  consist  of  C  51-89  per 
cent.,  H  6-88,  N  16-06,  S  1-24,  O  23-93. 

Hffimatoporphyrin  in  Urine.  M.  Sobernheira.  (Deutsch. 
med.  irocZ/en.'.'c/i/-.,  July,  1892.)  The  author  detected  this  body  in 
the  urine  of  a  boy  suffering  from  enteric  fever.  No  sulphonal 
had  been  administered  in  this  case. 

Hffimatoporphyrin  in  Urine,  O.  Ham  mar st en.  (Zeitschr.  fllr 
analyt.  Chem.,  xxxi.  233-235.  From  Jonru.  Chem.  Soc.)  Owing  to 
the  increased  use  of  sulphonal,  cases  of  htematoporphyrinuria  seem 
to  become  more  frequent.  The  following  is  the  method  employed 
by  the  author  for  examining  urine  in  Avhich  the  colour  and  spectro- 
scopic characters  indicated  the  presence  of  ha?matoporphyrin. 
The  urine  was  first  precipitated  with  barium  acetate,  and  the 
filtrate  from  this  precipitate  ti-eated  with  barium  acetate  and 
sodium  carbonate  alternately,  until  a  filtered  sample  gave  a  white 
precipitate  with  these  reagents.  The  precipitates  were  washed 
and  extracted  with  acidified  alcohol.  The  acid  extract  was  shaken 
with  an  equal  volume  of  chloroform  and  several  times  its  bulk  of 
watei',  when  most  of  the  colouring  matter  passed  into  the  chloro- 
form. This  was  rapidly  withdrawn  fi>om  the  weak  alcohol,  washed 
well  with  water,  and  evaporated  in  shallow  basins  in  the  dark. 
The  brown  residue  was  soluble  in  chloroform  with  splendid 
purple  colour,  and  could  be  ci'ystallized  from  warm  alcohol  in 
needles  resembling  Nencki  and  Sieber's  ha?matoporphyriii  hydro- 
chloride. It  was  insoluble  in  cold  water  and  in  highly  dilute 
acids,  sparingly  soluble  in  cold  alcohol;  in  these  i-espects,  and  in 
the  situation  of  the  absorption  bands,  which  wei'e  slightly  nearer 
to  the  red  end  of  the  spectrum,  differing  from  Nencki  and  Sieber's 
product.  In  only  one  case  out  of  the  four  met  with  did  the  sub- 
stance obtained  appear  to  be  identical  with  that  of  Nencki  and 
Siebei- ;  in  another  case  the  chromogen  of  a  similar  colouring 
matter  was  observed.  Of  the  four  absorption  bands  in  the  spec- 
trum of  a  solution  of  ha^matoporpliyriu  in  ammonia  and  zinc 
chloride,  those  between  C  and  D,  and  between  b  and  F,  disappear 
within  24  hours,  the  former  first.  The  other  two  bands  are  per- 
manent. 

Haematoporphyrin  in  Urine.  A.  F.  Gar  rod.  (Journ.  Pathol, 
and  JinclcrioL,  i.   187-197.)     The  author  finds   that  traces   of  this 
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substance  occur  normally  in  healthy  urine,   and   arc  increased   in 
many  diseases. 

Cystin  and  Cystein.  K.  Brcnzinger.  (Zeitschr.  filr  physiol. 
Chem.,  xvi.  552-558.  From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  Cystein  reacts  with 
mercui'ic  chloride,  forming  the  compound  001114X28204  Hgg  Clg. 
This  salt,  when  treated  with  ethyl  iodide,  yields  ethylcyste'ui, 
C.jHgNOo"  S  Et,  which  forms  nacreous  plates  and  melts  at 
22(3-228°.  Like  phenyl  cystein,  ethylcystein,  when  boiled  with 
sodium  hydrate  and  Fehling's  solution,  is  decomposed  into  mer- 
captan  and  ammonia.  It  is,  however,  more  slowly  decomposed 
than  phenylcystein.  By  the  use  of  alkalies,  and  also  by  nitrous 
acid,  pyruvic  acid  is  not  obtained  from  ethylcystein,  as  this  acid 
is  so  easily  further  changed. 

Cystin  forms  a  benzoyl  derivative  which  is  decomposed  by 
hydrochloric  acid  into  benzoic  acid  and  cystin.  With  isocyanic 
acid,  cystin  forms  an  uramido-acid,  which  with  the  loss  of  water 
easily  passes  into  the  corresponding  hydantoin. 

A  number  of  unsuccessful  efforts  to  form  cystin  synthetically 
were  made. 

Reducing  Agents  in  Normal  Human  Urine.  G.  S.  Johnson. 
(Gliem.  Neivs,  Ixvi.  91.)  In  correcting  a  misquotation  in  Neu- 
bauer  and  Vogel's  Analyse  des  Hams,  p.  57,  the  author  points  out 
that,  when  removing  reducing  substances  from  urine  by  means  of 
mercuric  chloride,  he  disposes  of  the  excess  of  mercury  by  adding 
ammonia  solation  cautiously  until  precipitation  is  complete  ;  under 
these  circumstances,  both  the  solution,  and  the  precipitate  when 
decomposed  by  hydrogen  sulphide  under  water,  are  free  from 
substances  reducing  copper  oxide.  He  recognises  that  when 
hydrogen  sulphide  is  used  to  remove  the  excess  of  mercury,  a 
decidedly  reducing  solution  is  produced. 

A  New  Sugar  in  Urine.  E.  Salkowski  and  M.  Jastrowitz. 
(Zeitschr.  filr  analyt.  Chem.,  xxxi.  Part  6.)  The  authors  state 
that  persons  addicted  to  the  morphine  habit  eliminate  with  the 
urine  a  sugar  producing  a  yellow  precipitate  with  alkaline  copper 
solutions,  but  giving  negative  results  with  the  polarization  and 
fermentation  tests. 

Disturbing  Influence  of  Glycosuric  Acid  on  the  Titration  of 
Sugar  in  Urine.  A.  Geyger.  (Pharm.  Zeitung,  1892,  1488.) 
The  author  calls  attention  to  the  observation  that  the  presence  of 
glycosuric  acid  in  diabetic  urine  gives  rise  to  great  variations  in 
the  amount  of  sugar  indicated  by  Fehling's  solution,  according  to 
the  degree  of  dilution  of  the   urine.      Whenever  such   anomalies 
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are  observed  in  the  titration,  the  urine  under  examination  should 
therefore  be  tested  for  glycosuric  acid  by  acidifying  with  dilute 
sulphuric  acid,  shaking-  with  ether,  etc. 

Detection  of  Small  Quantities  of  Sugar  in  Urine.  J.  Seegen. 
{Pharm.  Centralhalle,  xxxlii.  730.)  The  urine  is  repeatedly  filtered 
through  blood  charcoal  until  it  passes  through  quite  colourless. 
The  charcoal  is  then  washed  with  water,  the  first  washing  rejected, 
and  the  second  and  third  washings  collected  and  tested  with. 
Fehling's  solution,  with  which  they  will  react  like  a  pure  solution 
of  glucose,  if  the  ui-ine  under  examination  contained  sugar. 
Two  or  three  filtrations  are  sufficient  to  effect  decolorization,  but 
in  the  presence  of  bile  constituents  the  filtered  urine  remains 
coloured  ;  but  in  this  case  the  test  is  nevertheless  pi'oceeded  with 
just  as  if  decolorization  had  been  effected.  Urines  containing 
much  urates  must  be  strongly  acidified  with  hydrochloric  acid, 
put  aside  for  24  hours,  neutralized,  and  then  treated  as  above. 

Pancreatic  Diabetes.  V.  Harley.  (Brit.  Med.  Jonrn.,  1892, 
ii.  451-454.)  The  author  accepts  Lopine's  view  that  the  sugar  in 
the  urine  of  patients  suffering  from  this  form  of  diabetes  is  due  to 
the  absence  of  a  glycolytic  ferment  in  the  circulation  (see  Year- 
Book  of  Pharmary,  1891,  111). 

Detection  of  Albumen  in  Urine.  E.  Gerard.  (Joimi.  da  Pharm. 
et.  de  Chim.,  August,  1892,  104.)  The  author  points  out  that  under 
the  influence  of  milk  diet,  patients  suffering  from  Bright's  disease 
may  pass  urine  comparatively  free  from  albumen  and  containing 
propeptone  in  its  place.  Such  urine  may  fail  to  show  any  coagula- 
tion on  heating,  and  may  produce  with  nitric  acid  a  precipitate 
soluble  in  excess.  The  presence  of  propeptone  in  such  cases  may 
be  verified  by  the  formation  of  a  flaky  precipitate  on  mixing  the 
urine  with  a  saturated  solution  of  sodium  chloride,  the  precipita- 
tion being  promoted  by  the  subsequent  addition  of  acetic  acid. 
The  author  considers  it  advisable,  tliorefore,  not  to  rely  merely  on 
the  test  for  coagulable  albumen  in  cases  of  suspected  albuminuria, 
but  also  to  test  for  propeptone.  The  latter  may  be  quantitatively 
estimated  by  slightly  acidifying  the  urine  with  acetic  acid,  and 
adding  an  excess  of  sodium  chloi-ide,  which  is  followed  after 
twenty-four  hours  by  an  addition  of  ammonium  sulphate.  The 
precipitate  is  now  collected,  washed  with  a  weak  solution  of  sodium 
chloride  and  ammonium  sulphate,  then  dissolved  in  water  with 
the  aid  of  acetic  acid,  and  reprecipitated  by  alcohol.  It  is  now 
once  more  collected,  Avashed  with  alcohol,  dried  and  weighed. 

Detection  of  Albumen  and  Bile  Pigments  in  Urine  by  Means  of 
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Chromic  Acid,  0.  Rosen  bach.  (Chem.  GentralhL,  1892,  557.) 
The  author  uses  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  chromic  acid  as  a  reagent 
for  both  albumen  and  bile  pigments.  In  the  presence  of  albumen, 
the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  this  solution  to  the  slightly  aciditied 
urine  causes  the  formation  of  a  flocculent  precipitate.  In  order 
to  test  for  bile  pigments,  the  reagent  should  be  added  in  successive 
.small  quantities  of  one  single  drop  at  a  time,  shaking  well  after 
each  addition.  The  presence  of  bile  pigments  is  thus  indicated  by 
the  production  of  a  deep  green  coloration.  If  too  much  of  the 
reagent  be  used,  this  change  may  be  ovei-looked,  as  a  brownish-red 
coloration  is  formed. 

Estimation  of  Uric  Acid  in  Urine  by  the  Haycraft-Herrmann 
Method.  E.  Deroide.  {Bull  Soc.  CMm.  [3],  vii.  363-364.)  The 
precipitation  of  the  uric  acid  as  silver  urate  is  always  accompanied 
by  the  simultaneous  precipitation  of  silver  compounds  of  the 
xanthine  group  insoluble  in  ammonia.  This  is  found  by  the 
author  to  be  the  reason  why  the  results  of  this  method  are  in- 
variabl}^  too  high. 

Precipitation  of  Uric  Acid  as  Ammonio-Magnesium  Urate.  0. 
Guerin  and  H.  Thorion.  (Jonrn.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Ghim.,  xxvi. 
l202.)  The  results  obtained  in  the  estimation  of  phosphoric  acid 
in  urine  are  too  high,  owing  to  the  simultaneous  precipitation  of  ani- 
riionio-magnesium  urate,  (C5  H,  ^^4  O3  H)i(,  (N  114)3  Mg  +  45  Ho  0, 
which  causes  the  pyrophosphate  obtained  after  ignition  to  contain 
a  corresponding  excess  of  magnesia.  If  the  ignited  precipitate 
be  redissolved  in  hydrochloric  acid  and  again  precipitated  as 
ammonio-magnesium  phosphate,  this  .soured  of  error  in  the  estima- 
tion of  phosphoric  acid  in  urine  is  eliminated. 

Estimation  of  Uric  Acid.  H.  C.  Geelmuyden.  (Zeitsclir.  fur 
anahjt.  Chem.,  xxxi.  158-180.  From  .Tourn.  Chem.  Soc.)  An 
accurate  process  for  estimating  uric  acid  in  urine  is  still  a  desidera- 
tum. Salkowski's  method  of  precipitation  with  ammoniacal  silver 
and  magnesium  solution  is  open  to  the  objection  that  other  nitro- 
genous substances,  especially  xanthine  and  its  congeners,  are 
precipitated  with  the  uric  acid.  The  necessity  for  applying  a 
correction  for  the  solubility  of  uric  acid  in  the  final  wash  water  is 
a  further  objection.  Ludwig's  modification  is  no  improvement, 
and  introduces  fresh  sources  of  error.  The  author  has  sought  to 
employ  the  precipitation  of  uric  acid  by  barium  chloride  as  a 
means  of  estimation,  and  has  obtained  promising  results,  but  is 
obliged  to  discontinue  the  investigation  without  bringing  the 
method  to  perfection.     Instead  of  weighing  the  precipitate,  it  is 
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preferable  to  determine  the  nitrogen  in  it  by  Kjeldahl's  method. 
From  a  solution  of  sodium  hydrogen  urate,  the  uric  acid  can  be 
almost  absolutely  precipitated  by  adding  barium  chloride,  heating 
for  half  an  hour  on  th.e  water-bath,  allowing  the  mixture  to  remain 
until  next  day,  and  filtering  off.  Solutions  containing  as  little 
as  9  milligrams  in  100  c.c.  give  very  satisfactoxy  results.  The 
presence  of  ammonium  chloride  or  of  disodium  hydrogen  phosphate, 
or  of  the  two  together,  is  without  influence  ;  but  free  acid  or  free 
alkali,  and  the  latter  especially  in  presence  of  phosphates,  prevents 
complete  precipitation.  The  acidity  of  normal  urine  has  a  similar 
effect,  so  that  neutralization  is  requisite  ;  but  this,  in  the  presence 
of  pho.sphates,  presents  peculiar  difficulties.  If,  however,  the 
addition  of  alkali  is  stopped,  either  when  precipitation  of  earthy 
phosphates  commences,  or  when  litmus  paper  wetted  with  the 
liquid  just  remains  blue  after  drying,  precipitation  of  the  uric 
acid  seems  to  be  complete,  but  other  nitrogenous  substances 
appear  to  be  thrown  down,  since  the  results  calculated  from  the 
nitrogen  found  come  out  higher  than  by  Salkowski's  method. 
The  excess  is  the  greater,  the  richer  the  urine  is  in  uric  acid,  and 
in  one  case  amounted  to  70  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  uric 
acid  obtainable  from  the  barium  precipitate  (in  a  case  where  the 
barium  method  showed  0"0059  gram,  or  13  per  cent,  more  than 
Salkowski's)  was  O'OOSGo  gram,  or  8  per  cent,  less  than  Salkow- 
ski's ;  neither  could  it  be  ascertained  that  more  than  a  trace  was 
lost.  Dilution  of  the  iirine  leads  to  lower,  but  apparently  un- 
trustworthy results,  since  a  degree  of  dilution  which  would  not 
interfere  with  a  satisfactory  estimation  if  using  a  pure  urate,  yet 
when  applied  to  urine,  reduces  the  amount  of  nitrogenous  substance 
precipitated  to  a  small  fraction  of  that  shown  by  Salkowski's 
method.  The  subject  needs  and  seems  to  deserve  further  investi- 
gation. 

Estimation  of  Creatinine  in  Urine.  J.  .Moitessier.  (Bull,  de  la 
Soc.  Chim.  [3],  vi.  907-908.)  The  author  adversely  criticises 
the  process  of  Gautrelet  and  Vieillard  and  that  of  Hoppe-Seyler 
for  the  estimation  of  creatinine  in  urine,  and  contends  that  the 
only  method  affording  accurate  and  concordant  results  is  that  of 
Neubauer. 

A  Colour  Reaction  of  Saliva.  C.  Rosenthal.  (Bull  dePharm. 
de  Brnxelles,  x.xxvi.  23G.  From  Fharm.  Journ.)  On  the  addition 
of  a  few  drops  of  nitric  acid,  saliva  is  stated  to  coagulate  slightly, 
and  to  assume  a  golden  yellow  tint,  with  a  rapidity  proportional  to 
the  degree  of  heat.     The   reaction  resembles  that   produced  with 
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xanthroprotein.  A  precipitate  is  slowly  deposited  for  some  time. 
This  is  turned  brown  by  alkalies,  and  bright  orange  by  an  excess 
of  the  same.  If  the  saliva  be  obtained  from  individuals  affected 
with  kidney  disease  or  cancer  of  the  stomach,  the  coloration 
produced  is  stated  to  be  first  red,  then  violet  ;  and  a  similar  result 
is  affirmed  to  occur  in  the  case  of  healthy  persons  whose  salivary 
glands  are  excited  by  tobacco,  pilocarpine,  etc. 

Detection  of  Carbon  Bisulphide  in  the  Blood  in  Cases  of  Poison- 
ing. A.  Westberg.  {Zeit^chr.  filr  analyt.  Chem.,  xxxi.  484-486.) 
About  15  c.c.  of  the  fresh-drawn  blood  are  mixed  with  half  its 
volume  of  water,  and  distilled  under  reduced  pressure  in  a  stream 
of  carbonic  anhydride  or  hydrogen.  The  carbon  bisulphide  can  be 
detected  in  the  distillate  by  treatment  with  an  ethereal  solution 
of  triethylphosphinc,  which  is  the  most  delicate  reagent  for  this 
.substance.  Another  very  sensitive  test  consists  in  the  conversion 
of  the  bisulphide  (contained  in  the  distillate)  into  potassium 
xanthate,  evaporation  to  dryness  in  the  vacuum,  and  testing  the 
residue  with  sulphuric  acid  and  ammonium  molybdate,  whereby 
a  red  coloration  is  produced.  The  sulphocyanide  reaction  is  much 
less  delicate. 

Detection  of  Mercury  in  the  Organism.  E.  Ludwig.  (Chem. 
Gentralb!.,  1892,  941.)  The  finely  divided  organs  are  extracted  for 
some  hours  with  hot  20  per  cent,  hydrochloric  acid,  to  which,  after 
cooling,  small  succes.sive  portions  of  potassium  chlorate  are  added; 
the  clear  filtered  liquid  is  repeatedly  agitated  with  zinc  dust,  the 
latter  allowed  to  settle,  then  washed  first  with  water,  and  sub- 
.sequently  with  water  containing  a  trace  of  alkali,  then  again  with 
water,  and  finally  with  alcohol.  It  is  dried  on  a  glass  wool  filter 
by  suction  in  a  current  of  air,  and  the  mercury  then  volatilized 
from  it  by  heat,  and  recognised  in  the  usual  manner. 

Estimation  of  Hydrochloric  Acid  in  the  Contents  of  the  Stomach. 

G.  Langermann  .  (VircJww's  Archiv,  cxxviii.  408-412.)  The 
method  recommended  by  the  author  is  that  of  Hayen  and  Winter, 
and  is  worked  as  follows  : — Into  each  of  three  vessels,  5  c.c.  of  the 
material  to  be  tested  are  placed  ;  excess  of  concentrated  solution  of 
sodium  carbonate  is  added  to  the  first,  and  all  three  are  evaporated 
on  the  water-bath  ;  the  second  is  heated  an  hour  longer  to  drive  off 
all  free  hydrochloric  acid  ;  sodium  carbonate  is  then  added,  and  it 
is  once  moi'e  concentrated ;  the  third  is  dried,  and  then  incinerated, 
and  thus  all  combined  {i.e.,  with  prote'id),  chlorine  is  given  off. 
All  three   are  raised  for  a  few  minutes  to  a  red  heat  when  dry. 
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The  residues  are  taken  up  with  distilled  water,  a  little  nitxnc  acid 
is  added,  and  the  mixture  boiled  to  drive  off  carbonic  anhydride. 
The  chlorine  is  estimated  in  each  in  the  usual  way  by  silver 
nitrate  ;  the  first  gives  the  total  chlorine  ;  the  second  gives  the  fixed 
and  combined  chlorine ;  the  third  gives  the  fixed  chlorine  only.  The 
difference  between  the  first  and  second  gives  the  value  of  the  free 
hydrochloric  acid.  The  difference  between  the  second  and  third 
gives  the  value  of  the  combined  hydrocliloi'ic  acid. 

Volumetric  Estimation  of  Peptones,  ^L  Roux.  (Journ.  de 
Pharm.  ei  de  Chim.  [5],  xxv.  544-545.)  The  peptone  solution  m 
fi-eed  from  albumen  and  any  reducing  substances  present,  and  is- 
then  titrated  with  Fehling's  solution.  The  colour  of  the  solution 
changes  through  light  blue,  violet,  lilac,  to  purple,  and  ultimately 
to  grey.  The  purple  tint  is  taken  as  the  end  of  the  titration. 
1  c.c.  of  Fehling's  solution  thus  indicates  0"004  gram  of  peptone. 

Estimation  of  Peptone.  M.  Hallopeau.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  from 
Comptes  Bendu.s,  cxv.  356.)  The  author  suggests  the  use  of  mercuric 
nitrate  for  determining  the  amount  of  peptone  as  being  preferable 
to  other  methods.  By  that  reagent  a  Avhite,  flocculent,  and  volu- 
minous precipitate  of  mercuric  peptonate  is  obtained,  which 
separates  rapidly  and  may  be  washed  on  a  weighed  filter  until  the 
filtrate  no  longer  gives  a  reaction  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 
The  weight  of  the  dry  precipitate,  multiplied  by  the  coeflicient 
0'666,  gives  the  quantity  of  peptone.  The  liquid  from  Avhich  pep- 
tone has  been  fully  precipitated  by  mei-curic  nitrate  should  not 
give  a  precipitate  with  phosphomolybdic  acid.  It  is  necessary  that 
the  mercuric  nitrate  used  should  be  free  from  the  excess  of  nitrie 
acid  which  is  commonly  present  in  the  salt,  and  would  partialh' 
i"e-dissolve  the  mercuric  peptonate.  The  salt  should  therefore  be 
heated  on  the  water- bath  with  ten  times  its  weight  of  water  for 
twenty  minutes,  the  filtered  solution  brought  nearly  to  the  boiling- 
point,  and  a  few  drops  of  sodic  carbonate  added  until  the  precipi- 
tated oxide  no  longer  re-dissolves.  The  solution  is  then  filtered 
and  diluted,  so  that  a  litre  contains  about  one  hundred  grams  of 
the  salt-  It  is  stated  that  the  presence  of  chlorides,  in  the  propor- 
tion they  exist  in  commercial  peptones,  or  in]the  gastric  juice,  does 
not  interfere  with  the  determination  of  peptone  by  this  method, 
provided  a  sufficiently  large  excess  of  the  mercuric  nitrate  is  used. 
The  partial  and  imperfect  precipitation  of  peptone  by  the  mercuric 
chloride,  formed  by  the  mutual  decomposition  of  sodic  chloride  and 
mercuric  nitrate,  necessitates  the  addition  of  a  quantity  of  mercuric 
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nitrate  sufficient  to  ensure  the  presence  of  an  excess  of  this  salt. 
It  is  also  necessary  that  the  liquid  in  which  peptone  is  to  be  deter- 
mined should  be  free  from  other  albuminoids.  When  that  is  not 
the  case,  these  substances  must  be  eliminated  before  the  precipita- 
tion with  mercuric  nitrate.  For  that  purpose  the  liquid  probably 
containing  free  hydrochloric  acid  is  exactly  neutralized  witli  sodic 
carbonate.  The  syntonin  thus  separated  is  collected  by  filtration, 
and  the  filtrate  slightly  acidified  with  acetic  acid  is  heated  on  a 
■water-bath  for  half  an  hour.  After  separating  the  coagulated 
albumen,  nitric  acid  is  carefully  added  to  the  filtrate  until  it  be- 
comes turbid.  The  liquid  is  then  shaken,  the  deposit  of  hemi- 
albumose  allowed  to  settle,  and  separated  by  filtration.  The  filtered 
liquid,  thus  deprived  of  albumen,  syntonin,  aftid  heinialbumose,  is  to 
be  neutralized  almost  completely  with  sodic  carbonate  and  mixed 
with  about  its  own  volume  of  mercuric  nitrate  solution  to  throw 
down  the  precipitate  of  mercuric  peptouate. 

Action  of  Fehling's  Solution  on  Phenylhydrazine.  H.  Strache 
and  M.  Kitt.  {Monatslipfte,  xiii.  316-319.)  Hot  Fehling's  solu- 
tion oxidizes  phenylhydrazine  with  the  formation  of  benzol  and 
phenol  and  liberation  of  the  whole  of  the  nitrogen.  The  authors 
find  that,  for  every  molecule  of  phenylhydrazine  operated  upon,  3 
molecules  of  cupric  oxide  are  reduced  to  the  cuprous  state,  the  end 
of  the  reaction  being  indicated  by  the  complete  decolorization  of 
the  reagent.  With  cold  Fehling's  solution  the  oxidation  is  much 
less  complete,  aniline  being  among  the  products  formed. 

Colorimetric  Estimation  of  Salicylic  Acid  in  Presence  of 
Phenols.  A.  Fagans.  (Chem.  Zeihmg,l%'d?>,  &^.)  The  author's 
method  is  based  on  the  observation  that,  in  alcoholic  solution,  sali- 
cylic acid  reacts  with  ferric  chloride,  forming  the  well-known 
coloration,  while  phenols  do  not.  Full  details  are  given  in  the 
paper. 

Cluantitative  Separation  of  Salicylic  and  Benzoic  Acids.  Miss 
J.  Schaap.  (Pharm.  Jouni.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  84.  From  Ned.  TijJ. 
Pharm.)  The  mixture  of  acids  is  dissolved  in  a  sufficiency  of  hot 
water,  the  liquid  allowed  to  cool,  and  the  salicylic  acid  precipi- 
tated by  excess  of  bromine  water.  The  precipitate  is  a  di-bromo 
compound,  and  contains  the  whole  of  the  salicylic  acid.  The  ben- 
zoic acid  may  be  directly  estimated  by  rendering  the  filtrates 
faintly  alkaline  with  sodium  carbonate,  and  evaporating  to  a  small 
bulk  on  a  water-bath,  to  expel  excess  of  bromine.  The  residues 
being  placed  in  separatory  funnels,  and  acidified  with  hydrochloric 
acid,  are  .shaken  out  with  chloroform,  which  is  then  filtered  through 
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a  dry  filter  and  allowed  to  evaporate  spon-taneously  in  weighed 
glass  dislies. 

The  results  are  stated  to  be  satisfactory. 

Estimation    of  Tannic   and   Gallic    Acids.      W.  P.    Dreaper. 

(Abstract  of  a  Paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
May  31st,  1898.)  A  quantity  of  tlie  solution  to  be  tested  equiva- 
lent to  about  0  5  gram  of  tannin  is  lieated  to  90°  C.  with  the 
addition  of  1  gram  of  barium  carbonate,  the  mixture  then  removed 
from  the  source  of  heat,  and  immediately  titrated  with  a  solution 
of  copper  sulphate  containing  30  grams  of  the  crystallized  salt  in 
1  litre.  The  titration  is  complete  as  soon  as  a  drop  of  the  filtered 
mixture  turns  pink  on  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  a  weak  solution  of 
potassium  fei'rocyanide.  At  the  end  of  the  experiment  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  mixture  should  not  be  less  than  30°  C.  0"5  gram  of 
pure  tannic  acid  will  thus  require  25  c.c.  of  the  copper  solution 
for  complete  precipitation  ;  but  allowance  should  be  made  for  the 
error  due  to  the  indicator  in  c.c.  of  standard  solution  added  to 
different  quantities  of  water,  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

c.c.  of  standard  solution 

c.c.  of  water.  required. 

20 0-3 

30 0-4 

60 0-7 

100 .  1-0 

150 1-5 

Grallic  acid,  if  present,  is  likewise  precipitated  in  this  test  ;  0'5 
gram  of  the  puz-est  commercial  acid  requires  45  c.c.  of  the  copper 
solution.  In  order  to  determine  the  tannic  acid  in  the  presence  of 
gallic  acid,  the  titration  is  first  carried  out  with  25  c.c.  of  the  solu- 
tion in  the  manner  above  described.  After  this  another  50  c.c.  of 
the  solution  are  mixed  with  28'6  c.c.  of  solution  of  gelatine  (con- 
taining 20  grams  per  litre);  the  mixture  is  now  satui-ated  with 
dry  common  salt,  then  acidified  with  10  c.c.  of  normal  solution  of 
sulphuric  acid,  and  agitated  with  5  grams  of  barium  sulphate.  The 
mixture,  which  now  measures  100  c.c,  is  filtered,  and  50  c.c.  of  the 
filtrate  (equivalent  to  25  c.c.  of  the  oi'iginal  solution)  heated  to  90° 
with  1  gram  of  bai'ium  carbonate,  and  titrated  as  before.  The 
difference  between  the  two  titi-ations  repi'esents  the  number  of  c.c. 
required  for  the  complete  precipitation  of  the  tannic  acid. 

Proportion  of  Lead  in  Commercial  Tartaric  and  Citric  Acids. 

M.  liuchet.     {I'harvi.  Zntuny,  1892,  GGU.)    The  autlior  lias  tested 
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a  number  of  commercial  samples  of  these  acids,  and  found  the 
average  amount  of  combined  lead  in  fourteen  of  these  to  beO'0363 
per  cent.  Besides  this  they  contained  an  average  proportion  of 
U'0071  of  lead  in  the  metallic  state. 

A  New  Test  for  Acetone.  A.  Sch wicker.  (Chem.  Zeitung, 
XV.  914.)  The  solution  to  be  tested  is  mixed  with  a  few  drops  of 
ammonia  and  a  few  drops  of  decinormal  solution  of  iodine.  The 
small  quantity  of  iodide  of  nitrogen  thus  formed  disappears  on 
shaking  and  warming  ;  if  it  does  not,  it  can  be  removed  by  the 
careful  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  an  exceedingly  weak  solution  of 
sodium  hyposulphite.  If  acetone  was  present,  iodoform  will  be 
produced  shortly  after  the  disappearance  of  the  iodide  of  nitrogen, 
and  a  characteristic  pungent  odour  will  become  perceptible,  and 
may  be  rendered  more  distinct  by  the  addition  of  a  little  more 
iodine  solution.  The  odour  is  not  appreciably  masked  by  the  am- 
monia. The  liquid  to  be  tested  must  be  free  from  aldehyde.  The 
presence  of  alcohol  does  not  interfere  with  the  reaction. 

Determination  of  Higher  Alcohols  in  Spirits  of  Wine.  C. 
Bardy.  (Gomptes  lieudns,  exix.  1201-1204;  Pharm.  Jonrn.,  3rd 
series,  xxiii.  261.)  A  preliminary  examination  is  made  by  agitat- 
ing 10  c.c.  of  the  alcohol  to  be  tested  with  50  c.c.  of  saturated 
solution  of  sodium  chloride.  Two  results  may  thus  be  pro- 
duced. 

(1)  The  salt  solution  forms  a  clear  mixture  with  the  alcohol,  thus 
indicating  that  the  amount  of  impurity  is  small.  In  this  case  500 
c.c.  of  the  alcohol  are  mixed  in  a  capacious  separator  with  450  c.c.  of 
solution  of  sodium  chloride,  and  subsequently  with  sufficient  water 
to  re-dissolve  the  salt  separated.  60  to  70  c.c.  of  carbon  bisulphide 
are  then  added,  the  whole  is  well  shaken,  and  after  some  minutes' 
rest  the  bisulphide  is  separated.  This  operation  is  repeated  three 
times.  The  bisulphide  will  then  contain  the  whole  of  the  butyl 
and  amyl  alcohols,  and  to  extract  these  it  is  shaken  with  2  c.c.  of 
strong  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  acid  removed,  after  settling,  into  a. 
flask  of  125  c.c.  capacity.  This  operation  is  also  repeated  sevei'al 
times,  and  the  united  acid  liquor  is  freed  from  bisulphide  by  warm- 
ing. An  equal  volume  of  glacial  acetic  acid  is  now  added,  the  neck 
of  the  flask  closed  with  a  reflux  condenser,  and  the  mixture  heated 
to  100°  C.  for  four  hours  to  promote  formation  of  acetic  ethers. 
The  contents  of  the  flask  are  then  mixed  with  100  c.c.  of  salt  solu- 
tion ;  if  higher  alcohols  were  present,  the  ethers  will  separate  as 
an  oily  layer  on  the  surface.     This  oily  liquid  is  separated  and 
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measured  at  15°  C. ;  the  volume  expressed  iii   c.c,  and  multiplied 
bj  O'S,  gives  the  percentage  of  butyl  and  amyl  alcohols. 

(2)  An  oilv  layer  separates  at  the  surface  of  the  salt  .solution 
in  the  preliminary  experiment.  In  that  case  larger  amounts  of  the 
higher  alcohols  are  present,  and  the  operations  above  described  are 
now  carried  out  with  a  smaller  quantity  (25  c.c.)  of  the  alcohol, 
lOO  c.c.  of  saturated  salt  solution,  and  8  to  10  c.c.  of  water. 
The  quantity  of  bisulphide  of  cai'bon  should  not  be  reduced.  Since 
the  latter  dissolves  only  the  butyl  and  amyl  alcohols,  the  liquid 
from  which  the  bisulphide  has  been  separated  must  be  examined 
for  propyl  and  isopropyl  alcohols.  For  this  purpose  it  is  filtered 
through  moist  paper  and  distilled,  the  distiUate  being  collected  in 
a  tube  containing  an  alcoholometer  until  this  instrument  indicates 
50°.  At  that  point  the  whole  of  the  pi'opyl  alcohol  will  have 
passed  over,  and  may  be  determined  in  the  distillate  by  titration 
with  permanganate. 

Test  for  Cocaine.  A.  Kuborne.  (Pharvi.  Centralhalle,  1892. 
■Ill  and  4;32.)  1  c.c.  of  strong  nitric  acid  is  added  to  a  small 
quantity  of  the  alkaloid,  and  evaporated  to  dryness  on  a  water- 
bath  ;  the  cold  residue  is  mixed  with  one  drop  of  an  amyl  alcohol 
solution  of  potassium  hydrate,  and  the  mixture  again  heated  on 
the  water-bath,  when  the  presence  of  ^cocaine  will  be  indicated  by 
the  production  of  a  deep  violet  coloration.  A  similar  coloration 
is  obtained  under  the  same  conditions  Avith  atropine,  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  the  atropine  reaction  is  produced  in  the 
cokl  and  is  destroyed  by  subsequent  heating  on  the  Avater-bath. 

The  Bichromate  Test  for  Strychnine.  H.  Beckurts.  (Archiv 
der  Pharm.,  189o.)  This  test  is  rendered  much  less  delicate  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  proportion  of  brucine.  If  the  strychnine 
be  associated  Avith  40  times  its  weight  of  brucine,  the  reaction  is 
not  only  much  less  distinct,  but  requires  a  much  larger  quantity  of 
.strychnine  than  otherwise  in  order  to  be  recognisable. 

Detection  of  Atropine  in  Poisoning  Cases.  L.  Fabris.  {Gazz. 
Ghim.  Ital.,  xxii.  ^}i7-350.)  The  author  calls  attention  to  the 
observation  that  the  chemical  detection  of  atropine  in  cases  of 
poisoning  is  rendered  much  moi-c  diflicult  by  the  simultaneous 
presence  of  strychnine,  which  seems  to  obscure  the  reactions  of 
the  former  base.  But  though  the  chemical  tests  may  fail  in  such 
cases,  the  recognition  of  atropine  by  means  of  its  physiological 
action  is  not  interfered  with. 

Estimation  of  Theine  in  Tea.  N.  V.  Sokolof  f.  (Jonm.  Rn/fs. 
Chem.  Soc,  xxiv.  1;>().)      The   di-ied  tea  is   moistened    with    15   to 
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20  drops  of  alcoholic  ammonia  and  extracted  with  chloroform. 
The  solution  is  evaporated,  the  residue  mixed  Avith  magnesia, 
and  extracted  with  three  successive  quantities  of  boiling'  water, 
the  filtered  aqueous  solutions  are  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  the 
resulting  thei'ne  purified  by  dissolving  in  water  and  extracting 
with  chloroform. 

Estimation  of  Theobromine  in  Cacao-Beans.  P.  Siiss.  {Apothe- 
l-er  Zeitung,  1893,  78.)  The  crushed  beans  are  intimately  mixed 
with  an  equal  weight  of  purified  sand,  and  6  grams  of  the 
mixture  thoroughly  extracted  with  petroleum  ether  to  remove  all 
the  fat.  The  residue  is  boiled  for  half  an  hour  with  200  c.c.  of 
distilled  water  aud  6  grams  of  freshly  prepared  pure  lead  hydrate, 
strained,  expressed  and  filtered ;  the  insoluble  portion  is  twice 
boiled  Avith  100  c.c.  of  distilled  Avatei',  and  the  united  filtrates  are 
evaporated  to  10  c.c,  then  transferred  to  a  separating  funnel  and 
agitated  for  three  minutes  with  100  c.c.  of  chloroform.  After 
complete  separation  the  chloroform  is  removed  and  the  same 
treatment  repeated  three  times.  From  the  united  chloroform 
solutions,  the  greater  portion  of  the  solvent  is  removed  by  dis- 
tillation, the  residual  liquor  transferred  to  a  tared  beaker,  the 
flask  rinsed  with  warm  chloroform,  and  the  contents  of  the  beaker 
and  rinsings  evaporated  to  dryness  on  a  water-bath.  The  alkaloid 
is  thus  obtained  in  the  form  of  a  Avhite  crystalline  powder 
practically  free  from  impurities. 

Detection  of  Coal-Tar  Colours  in  Wines.  A.  Trillat.  {Cnmiotes 
Jxendus,  cxiv.  1278.)  The  reagent  used  by  the  author  is  formic 
aldehyde,  which  precipitates  the  extractive  and  natural  colouring- 
matters  of  wine,  without  affecting  any  coal-tar  colours  that  may 
be  present. 

Detection  of  Cherry-Juice  in  Raspberry- Juice.  M.  Wimmer. 
(Ghem.  Neics,  February  24th,  1893,  From  Pharm.  Zeilitng.)  The 
juice  is  mixed  with  an  excess  of  solution  of  basic  acetate  of  lead, 
and  the  mixture  filtered.  Pure  raspberry-juice  thus  yields  a 
nearly  colourless  filtrate,  while  in  the  presence  of  cherry-juice  the 
filtrate  is  blue  or  bluish-red. 

Butter  Testing.  B.  Fischer.  (Pharm.  Zeit.,  1892,  439.  From 
Pharm.  Journ.)  For  the  purpose  of  a  preliminary  examination 
the  author  recommends  that  the  specific  gravity  of  the  butter  fat 
at  100°  C.  should  be  taken  as  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  tests, 
together  with  the  determination  of  the  saponification  number  by 
Kottstorfer's  method.  According  to  the  determinations  made  by 
Sell,  the  specific  gravity  of  butter  fat  at   100°  C.  varies   between 
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0-867  and    0-868,   while  the   specific  gravities  of  the  other  kind* 
of  fat  Avliich  have  to  be  taken  into  account  are  as  follows  :— 

Artificial  butter 0-861 

Ox  fat 0-859 

Lard 0-8G0 

The  low  specific  gravity  of  a  sample  is  therefore  ground  foi- 
suspicion,  and  any  sample  having  a  specific  gravity  of  0-865,  or 
less  than  that,  will  require  to  be  further  tested. 

For  determining  the  saponification  number,  one  or  two  grams  of 
the  clear  filtered  butter  fat  should  be  heated  with  25  c.c.  of  a  half- 
normal  alcoholic  solution  of  potash  in  a  flask,  to  the  neck  of  which 
a  long  tube  is  attached  to  serve  as  a  reflux  condenser.  Heat  is  to 
be  applied  in  a  boiling  water-bath  and  kept  up  for  half  an  hour. 
Phenolphthalein  is  added  after  the  liquid  has  cooled,  and  the 
quantity  of  uncombined  alkali  ascertained  by  titration.  The 
number  of  milligrams  of  K  H  O  required  for  the  saponification  of 
1  gram  of  normal  butter  fat,  or  the  Kottstorfer  number,  is  from 
227  to  240.  For  all  other  kinds  of  animal  fat  and  for  margarine 
this  number  is  195.  If,  therefore,  in  testing  a  particular  sample, 
the  determination  of  the  Kottstorfer  number  gives  a  value  of  from 
227  to  230,  it  may  be  considered  free  from  suspicion.  In  cases  of 
the  admixture  of  foreign  fat,  the  value  found  is  generally  210,  and 
less  than  that.  But  even  when  a  normal  number  is  obtained,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  saponification  number  of  cocoa-nut 
fat  is  260.  Generally  speaking,  however,  when  the  specific  gi^avity 
of  a  sample  is  not  less  than  0-866,  and  the  Kottstorfer  number  is 
not  less  than  227,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  sample  is  free  from 
any  other  suspicion  than  that  of  the  presence  of  cocoa-nut  fat. 

Of  the  more  exact  methods  of  testing,  the  author  gives  prefer- 
ence to  that  of  Hehner  and  Angell,  and  that  of  Reichert  and 
Meissl,  as  modified  by  Wollny,  the  former  measuring  the  amount 
of  fat  acid  insoluble  in  water  and  the  latter  the  amount  of  volatile 
fat  acid.  In  carrying  out  the  first-named  test,  a  mixture  of  from 
3  to  4  grams  of  clear  filtered  fat  with  2  gi-ams  of  caustic  potash 
and  50  c.c.  of  alcohol  is  to  be  heated  on  a  water-bath  until  the 
fat  is  completely  saponified.  The  alcohol  is  then  evaporated  off, 
the  soap  dissolved  in  150  c.c.  of  hot  water,  and  decomposed  by 
dilute  sulphuric  acid.  The  liquid,  with  the  melted  fat  acids 
floating  on  its  surface,  is  then  transferred  to  a  previously  weighed 
filter  half  filled  Avith  hot  watei-,  and  washed  with  hot  Avater  until 
the  Citrate  has  no  acid  reaction.     The  fat  acid  in  the  filter  is  then 
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solidified  bj  dipping  the  funnel  into  cold  water  and  transferred 
■with  the  filter  to  a  glass  capsule  of  known  weight,  the  whole 
dried  at  100°  C.  and  weighed.  The  Hehner  number  thus  obtained 
is  for  normal  butter  at  the  utmost  88,  while  for  other  kinds  of  fat 
it  is  from  95  to  97. 

For  the  Reichert  test  a  mixture  of  5  grams  of  clear  filtered  fat, 
2  c.c.  of  50  per  cent,  caustic  soda  solution,  free  from  carbonate, 
and  10  c.c.  of  96  per  cent,  alcohol  is  heated  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  upon  a  boiling  water-bath  in  a  flask  of  300  c.c.  capacity,  and 
having  a  reflux  condenser  attached  to  its  neck.  The  alcohol  !.•< 
then  distilled  off  from  the  flask,  the  soap  residue  mixed  Avitli 
100  c.c.  of  freshly  boiled  distilled  water,  and  the  whole  kept  hot 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  After  cooling  the  soap  solution  to  50°  C, 
it  is  mixed  with  40  c.c.  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid  (25  c.c.  H,  S  O4  to 
1  litre),  some  fragments  of  pumice  stone  dropped  in,  and  distilled 
until  the  quantity  collected  amounts  to  110  c.c.  This  distillate  is 
passed  through  a  dry  filter,  and  100  c.c.  of  it  mixed  with  phenol- 
phthalein,  titrated  with  decinormal  baryta  solution.  The  number 
of  cubic  centimetres  required  for  neutralizing  the  volatile  fat  acid 
in  the  distillate  is  the  Reichert  Meissl  Wollny  number.  For 
normal  butter  fat  it  varies  from  24  to  28.  Samples  giving  the 
lower  figure  may  be  regarded  as  free  from  suspicion,  but  results 
below  24  point  to  probable  adulteration,  as  almost  all  other  kinds 
of  animal  fat  give  lower  numbers,  margarine  0  5  to  TO,  and 
cocoanut  fat  gives  3'00. 

The  author  considers  that  it  is  a  safe  plan  to  apply  this  last 
described  test  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  all  samples  giving 
values  above  24  may  be  passed  as  free  from  suspicion,  or 
adulterated  in  a  manner  that  does  not  at  present  admit  of  being- 
proved.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  value  obtained  is  less  than 
24,  every  possible  means  must  be  employed  for  arr-iving  at  a 
conclusion  whether  adulteration  has  been  practised  or  not.  When 
the  value  obtained  is  20  or  18,  a  judicious  analyst  will  be  content 
to  declare  the  sample  doubtful,  but  not  actually  proved  to  be 
adulterated.  He  considers  that  such  a  course  does  not  in  any 
way  lay  the  analyst  open  to  reproach  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  would  secure  for  him  the  respect  of  those  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  from  their  acquaintance  with  the  subject.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  mode  in  which  the  analytical  data  obtained  by  these 
methods  in  testing  samples  of  butter  may  bo  made  use  of  as 
indicating  their  purity  or  adulteration,  the  following  examples 
selected  from  actual  practice  are  given  : — - 
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Kottstorfer. 

Hehner. 

WoUny. 

1    .    .    .    . 

232-4 

22-48 

2 

219-31 

90-21 

23-73 

doubtful. 

3     .     .     .     . 

235-12 

88-65 

16-92) 
17-19) 

do. 

4     .     .     .     . 

228-39 

89-31 

18-70 

do. 

.5     .     .     .     . 

196-41 

9602 

0-755 

adulterated. 

<;.... 

207-09 

93-46 

9-44 

do. 

7     .     .     .     . 

196-34 

95-58 

0-75 

do. 

8     .      .      .      . 

213-30 

92-42 

6  00 

do. 

9     .      .      .      . 

218-40 

91-40 

15-57 

do. 

10     ...     . 

230-60 

88-78 

22-37 

doubtful. 

11     ...     . 

235-12 

88-65 

16-92  ) 

17-19  j 

do. 

12     .... 

228-39 

89-31 

18-70) 

not  proved 

13     ...     . 

234-03 

87-29 

20-46  [ 

to  be 

14     ...     . 

227-64 

89-64 

2a-75) 

adulterated. 

In  the  author's  opinion  positive  proof  of  adulteration  is  afforded 
only  in  cases  where  the  results  of  the  different  methods  of  testing 
are  in  perfect  accord  with  each  other. 

Preservation  of  Solutions  of  Metaphenylenediamine  and  its 
Employment  as  a  Eeagent.  G.  Denigcs.  (Journ.  de  Fharm.  et 
de  Chim.  [5],  xxv.  591-594.  From  Journ.  Ghem.  Soc.)  Two 
grams  of  the  hydrochloride  are  dissolved  in  100  c.c.  of  ammonia 
in  a  stoppered  flask,  and  5  grams  of  powdered  animal  black  is 
added  to  the  solution.  The  whole  is  well  shaken  three  or  four 
times  at  intervals  of  an  hour,  and  allowed  to  remain  until  next 
day.  If  the  solution  is  not  quite  colourless,  the  shaking  is 
repeated.  The  liquid  can  be  preserved  indefinitely  over  the 
animal  black,  and  the  portion  withdrawn  for  use  by  means  of  a 
pipette  can  easily  be  seen  to  be  quite  limpid.  To  detect  hydrogen 
peroxide,  1-2  c.c.  of  the  reagent  is  heated  to  boilitig  during  one 
minute  with  some  drops  of  the  liquid  to  be  tested ;  in  presence  of 
the  peroxide,  a  blue  colour,  moi'e  or  less  intense,  is  produced, 
which  is  pei'ceptible  after  two  minutes'  boiling  if  the  liquid  only 
contains  a  few  milligrams  per  litre.  This  coloration  becomes 
red  on  the  addition  of  soda  or  potash.  For  the  detection  of  nitrous 
acid,  5  drops  of  the  reagent  are  placed  in  a  tube  with  5  c.c.  of 
10  per  cent,  sulphuric  acid  ;  the  mixture  should  not  be  coloured  ; 
100  c.c.  of  the  water  to  be  tested  are  added,  and  heated  to  boiling 
during  five  minutes ;  a  yellow  colour,  apparent  on  looking  down 
the  tube,  indicates  the  presence  of  nitrites.  Tlie  nitrites  may 
bo  quantitatively  estimated  by  adding  nitrite  solution  of  known 
strength  to  distilled  water  and  comparing  as  in  nesslcrizing. 
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Determination  of  the  lodine-Ahsorption  of  Oils  and  Fats. 
D.  W.  Falirion.  {Chevuker  Zeitmuj,  18'.l2,  8G2.)  The  author 
recommends  the  foUowing^  modified  process: — About  0'150  gram 
of  the  sample  is  dissolved  in  10  c.c.  of  chloroform,  10  c.c.  each  of 
iodine  and  mercuric  chloride  solutions  are  added,  and  the  mixture 
is  allowed  to  stand  for  two  hours;  after  adding  20  c.c.  of  potas- 
sium iodide  solution  and  100-150  c.c.  of  water,  the  excess  of 
iodine  is  titrated  with  sodium  thiosulphate  solution.  If  in  the 
determination-  it  be  found  that  the  blank  test  requires  less  than 
twice  the  quantity  of  thiosulphate  solution  used  in  the  case  of 
the  oil  or  fat,  the  estimations  must  be  repeated,  using  20  c.c. 
each  of  iodine  and  mercuric  chloride  solution  for  0"150  gram  of  oil 
or  fat. 

Detection  of  Sesame  Oil  in  Olive  Oil.  A.  Gassend.  (Chevi. 
Centr.,  1892,  459.)  The  author  points  out  that  the  red  colox'ation 
produced  by  sesame  oil  in  the  i-eaction  with  sugar  and  hydro- 
chloric acid  is  shared  by  some  specimens  of  African  olive  oil.  On 
adding  a  small  quantity  of  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  sodium 
bisulphite,  the  red  coloration  produced  by  such  olive  oils  is  quickh' 
discharged,  whereas  that  due  to  sesame  oil  remains  for  more  than 
ten  minutes.     In  this  manner  they  may  be  easily  distinguished. 

Test  for  Sesame  Oil.  G.  Ambiihl.  (Schivz.  Wochenschr.  fiir 
Fharm.,  1892,  ;)8l.)  Sesame  oil  may  be  readily  detected  as  an 
admixture  in  olive  oil,  cotton-seed  oil,  and  oil  of  arachis  by  Bau- 
douin's  reaction  with  sugar  and  hydrochloric  acid.  0"15  gram  of 
sugar  is  dissolved  in  20  c.c.  of  hydrochloric  acid  of  not  less  than 
1'18  specific  gravity.  10  c.c.  of  the  oil  to  be  tested  are  now  added, 
and  the  mixture  is  well  shaken  and  allowed  to  separate.  In  the 
presence  of  sesame  oil,  the  acid  layer  will  immediately  on  separa- 
tion show  a  distinct  and  permanent  red  coloration.  In  the  case  of 
pure  olive,  cotton-seed  and  arachis  oils,  nothing  but  a  dirty 
yellowi.sh  -  brown  colour  is  produced  after  some  time.  Old, 
strongly  rancid  sesame  oil  gives  sometimes  an  indigo-blue  instead 
of  a  wine-i'ed  coloration. 

Detection  of  Cineol  (Eugenol)  in  Volatile  Oils.  E.  Hirschsohn. 
(Pharm.  Zeitschr.  fur  Bussland,  1893,  Nos.  4  and  5.)  3-15  drops  of 
the  oil  are  agitated  w4th  0-01-0'05  gram  of  iodol.  If  necessary, 
more  of  tlie  oil  is  added  drop  by  drop  until  perfect  solution  re- 
sults ;  the  mixture  is  then  set  aside  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
examined  at  intervals  to  see  whether  any  crystals  have  separated ; 
if  so,  these  crystals  are  tested  for  cineol  by  heating  with  solution 
of  potassium  hydrate  and  noting  the  odour.     Tlie  nature   of  the 
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crystalline  compouud  has  not  as  yet  been  ascertained.  By  dis- 
tillino^  the  oils  with  steam  and  applying'  the  reaction  to  the  first 
portion  of  the  distillate,  the  delicacy  of  the  test  is  greatly  in- 
creased. 

Volumetric  Estimations  and  Analytical  Separations  by  Means  of 
Potassium  Ferrocyanide  and  Ferricyanide.  C.  Luckow.  (Chem. 
Zeit.,  XV.  1491-1492.  From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  The  use  of 
potassium  ferrocyanide  is  somewhat  restricted,  as  so  many  ferro- 
cyanides  are  insoluble.  For  instance,  in  the  important  titration  of 
zinc  ores  it  is  necessary  to  remove  iron  and  other  metals  before 
titrating  with  the  ferrocyanide.  The  author,  therefore,  has  made 
an  attempt  to  introduce  fei-ricyanide  instead.  Having  prepared  a 
potassium  ferricyanide  free  from  sulphates  and  chlorides,  it  was 
found  that  this  substance  may  be  used  in  acid  solutions  even  in 
presence  of  ferric  oxide,  and  that  no  precipitates  are  formed  in 
presence  of  mercuric,  lead,  manganous,  uranic,  and  stannic  salts. 

These  different  properties  of  the  two  double  iron  cyanides  render 
it  possible  to  estimate  some  metals  volumetrically  in  presence  of 
one  another,  or  to  estimate  them  gravimetrically,  as  most  ferri- 
cyanides  may  be  readily  filtered  off.  Zinc,  for  instance,  may  be 
accurately  estimated  either  volumetrically  or  gravimetrically  by 
means  of  potassium  ferricyanide  in  its  acetic  or  nitric  acid  solution, 
even  in  presence  of  lead,  which  may  then  be  titrated  in  the  filtrate 
with  potassium  ferrocyanide.  Tin  may  be  titrated  by  means  of 
potassium  ferrocyanide,  even  in  presence  of  arsenic  and  antimonic 
acids,  after  the  solution  has  been  evaporated  with  oxalic  acid  and 
then  mixed  with  a  little  dilute  sulphuric  acid. 

The  ferricyanide  solution  should  give  no  coloration  with  a 
uranium  solution,  and  no  precipitate  with  a  lead  salt.  If  it  should 
do  so,  it  must  be  mixed  with  a  little  chlorine-water,  and  the  salt 
recrystallized. 

AVhen  titrating  with  ferrocyanide  or  ferricyanide,  it  is  not 
possible  to  add  the  indicator  sti'aight  to  the  liquid  under  examina- 
tion, but  use  must  be  made  of  test  papers.  The  indicator  used 
must  show  either  the  disappearance  of  the  last  trace  of  the  metal 
or  else  the  slightest  excess  of  the  precipitant. 

The  author  prepares  his  test  papers  as  follows  : — A  moderately 
thick  but  dense  and  smooth  kind  of  filter  paper  is  cut  into 
strips  of  30  centimetres  in  length  and  15  in  Avidth.  Across  the 
narrow  part,  at  a  distance  of  about  4  centimetres  from  each 
other,  stripes  are  made  with  the  solution  of  the  indicator,  which 
consists  of  cuiiric  acetate  or  ferric  chloride,  if  ferrocyanide  is  used  ; 
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or  cobaltous  or  ferrous  sulpliate,  when  a  ferricjanide  is  employed 
in  the  titration.  When  both  are  used  in  succession,  a  mixture  of 
ferrous  ammonium  sulphate  and  ferric  chloride  is  used. 

When  apparently  enough  of  the  ferrocyanide  or  ferricyanide 
solution  has  been  added  to  the  solution  to  be  tested,  a  little  drop 
is  taken  out  by  means  of  a  thin  pencil  and  put  at  a  distance  of 
about  5  mm.  from  one  of  the  stripes,  when  the  reaction  will  make 
its  appearance  if  the  least  excess  is  pi'esent. 

The  author  recommends  using  for  the  titration  not  more  than 
30  c.c.  of  liquid,  containing  about  0"lo  gram  of  metal.  The  pro- 
cess may  also  be  performed  by  adding  an  excess  of  the  i"eagent, 
and  titrating  this  in  the  usual  manner.  But  amongst  the  ferro- 
cyanides,  there  are  some,  like  the  zinc,  nickel,  and  cobalt  salts, 
which  are  very  difficult  to  filter  off,  although  this  presents  no 
difficulty  with  mercury,  lead,  and  silver  salts.  The  ferricyanides 
are,  however,  more  easily  filterable. 

Sensitive  Litmus  Indicator.  J.  Liittke.  (Zeitschr.  fiir  anahjt. 
Chem.,  xxxi.  G92.)  An  indicator  of  great  delicacy  may  be  obtained 
by  extracting  100  grams  of  litmus  with  warm  water,  concentrating 
the  solution  to  200  c.c,  then  mixing  it  w4th  20  c.c.  of  hydrochloric 
acid  1"12  sp.  gr.,  and  dialysing  until  the  acid  is  removed.  The 
residual  colour  is  extremely  sensitive  to  traces  of  acid  or  alkali. 
This  indicator  can  be  obtained  in  a  solid  form,  possessing  great 
stability,  by  mixing  the  concentrated  solution  with  an  excess  of 
alcohol,  and  collecting,  washing,  and  drying  the  precipitate  thus 
formed. 

Employment  of  Borax  for  Standardizing  Acids.  E.  Rimbach. 
{Ber.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxvi.  171.)  The  author  I'ecommends 
borax,  purified  by  two  or  three  recrystallizations,  in  place  of  sodium 
carbonate,  for  standardizing  normal  acids.  The  best  indicator  for 
this  purpose  is  methyl-orange,  which  is  not  affected  by  boric  acid. 
1  c.c.  of  normal  acid  corresponds  with  "190872  gram  of  crystallized 
borax,  and  1  gram  of  the  latter  is  equivalent  to  5*2391  c.c.  of 
normal  acid. 

Application  of  Potassium  Tetroxalate  in  Alkalimetry.     C.  L. 

Parsons.  {Journ.  Anal.  CAeiH.,  vi.  372-380.)  The  author  states 
that  very  exact  results  are  obtained  in  alkalimetry  by  means  of 
potassium  tetroxalate,  provided  this  salt  is  pure  and  has  the  exact 
compo.sition  indicated  by  the  formula  K  H  C2  O4,  H2  C2  0^4-  2  H2  O. 
In  using  it  for  the  titration  of  fixed  alkalies,  he  employs  phenol- 
phthalein  as  an  indicator,  but  in  the  titration  of  ammonia  he  uses 
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litmus.  The  tetroxalate  can  be  very  easily  prepared  in  a  perfectly 
pure  condition. 

Determination  of  the  Strength  of  Nitric  Acid  by  the  Specific 
Gravity.  G.  Lunge  and  L.  Marclilewski.  {Zeitschr.  filr 
angeio.  Chem.,  1892,  10-12 ;  3.30-331.)  The  results  obtained  in 
the  determination  of  the  strength  of  nitric  acid  by  its  specific 
gravity  are  too  high  when  the  acid  contains  nitric  peroxide.  The 
authors  have  therefore  constructed  new  tables  giving  the  corrected 
specific  gravity  when  the  amount  of  this  impurity  is  known.  The 
latter  may  be  readily  determined  by  adding  the  acid  from  a  burette 
to  a  measured  volume  of  standard  permanganate  solution  until 
complete  decolorization  has  been  effected. 

Volumetric  Estimation  of  Sulphuric  Acid  in  Soluble  Sulphates, 
E.  Stolle.  {Zeitschr.  filr  angezv.  Chem.,  1892,234-235.)  The 
author  uses  a  standardized  solution  of  barium  chromate  in  hydro- 
chloric acid,  which  is  added  from  a  burette  to  the  solution  of  a 
weighed  quantity  of  the  substance  in  a  500  c.c.  flask,  until  the 
sulphuric  acid  is  completely  precipitated.  After  adding  sufficient 
ammonia  to  precipitate  the  excess  of  bai-ium  chromate,  the  mixture 
is  made  up  to  500  c.c,  filtered,  and  the  chromic  acid  estimated  in 
a  measured  portion  of  the  filtrate  by  means  of  ferrous  sulphate. 

Volumetric  Estimation  of  Sulphuric  Acid  in  Alkali  Sulphates. 
C.  Cherix.  (Ghern.  Zeitung,  xvi.  885.)  The  sulphates  are  de- 
composed with  barium  hydi-ate,  the  excess  of  the  latter  removed 
by  carbonic  anhydride,  and  the  alkaline  carbonate  determined  in 
the  filtrate  by  titration  in  the  usual  way.  From  the  proportion  of 
carbonate  thus  found,  the  amount  of  sulphate  is  readily  calculated. 

Gasometric  Estimation  of  Nitric  Acid.  M.  Gliiser.  (Zeitschr. 
fiir  analgt.  Chem.,  xxxi.  285-288.)  The  presence  of  dissolved 
oxygen  is  known  to  impair  the  results  of  nitric  acid  estimations 
based  on  the  liberation  and  measurement  of  nitric  oxide.  The 
author  prevents  the  action  of  the  oxygen  on  the  nitric  oxide  by 
collecting  the  gas  over  a  one  per  cent,  solution  of  potassium  iodide. 
Treatment  of  the  gas  with  solution  of  sodium  hydrate  is  necessary 
only  in  cases  in  which  the  substance  operated  upon  contains 
carbonates. 

Estimation  of  Phosphoric  Acid  in  the  Presence  of  Arsenic  Acid 
by  Means  of  Ammonium  Molybdate.  H.  C.  Babbitt.  (Jown. 
Anal.  Chem.,  vi.  381.)  The  ])re.sence  of  arsenic  acid  is  found  by 
the  author  to  have  no  disturbing  effect  on  the  accuracy  of  phos- 
phoric acid  estimations  by  this  process,  provided  the  temperature 
of  precipitation  does  not  exceed  25°  C. 
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ftuantitative  Separation  and  Estimation  of  Chlorine,  Bromine, 
and  Iodine.  C.  Friedheim  and  R.  J.  Meyer.  (Zcif.  anorrj. 
Chem.,  i.  407— i22.)  The  mixture  is  distilled  "with  potassium 
arsenate  and  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  the  iodine  thus  passing  over 
received  in  potassium  iodide  solution,  and  then  titrated  with 
sodium  hyposulphite.  After  cooling,  the  residue  in  the  retort  is 
mixed  with  strong  solation  of  potassium  bichromate,  the  mixture 
distilled,  the  bromine  now  passing  over  absorbed  by  potassium 
iodide  solution,  and  the  iodine  thus  liberated  titrated  as  before. 
The  chloride  remaining  in  the  retort  is  estimated  gravimetrically 
with  silver  nitrate,  after  acidification  with  nitric  acid. 

Assay  of  Sodium  Nitrite.  G.  Lunge.  (C/iem.  iVeiys,  Ix v.  13-1.) 
The  author  considers  both  the  aniline  and  sulphanilic  acid  methods 
of  assay  as  tedious  and  untrustwoi-thy,  while  his  modification  of 
the  permanganate  process  gives  exact  results,  and  is  at  the  same 
time  simple  and  expeditious. 

Separation  of  Aluminium  and  Lithium.  K.  and  E.  Sponholz. 
(Zeitschr.  fur  analyt.  Ghevi.,  xxxi.  521-522.)  Aluminium  cannot 
be  completely  separated  from  lithium  by  means  of  ammonia  with- 
out repeating  the  precipitation  at  least  five  times.  By  the  follow- 
ing process,  one  or  at  most  two  precipitations  are  found  to  be 
sufficient.  The  dilute  solution  is  heated  with  an  excess  of  solution 
of  ammonium  acetate  and  gradual  additions  of  very  small  quantities 
of  ammonia  to  lessen  the  free  acidity.  The  precipitate  is  collected 
and  washed  with  hot  water  containing  ammonium  acetate.  The 
presence  of  sulphates  or  of  alkaline  earths  does  not  interfere  with 
the  process. 

Estimation  of  Barium  in  the  Presence  of  Calcium  and  Mag- 
nesium. F.  ^V.  Mar.  (Amer.  Journ.  Sc,  xliii.  521-525.)  One 
gram  of  the  mixed  chlorides  is  dissolved  in  the  smallest  possible 
quantity  of  boiling  water,  and  the  solution  gradually  and  in- 
timately mixed  with  25  c.c.  of  fuming  hydrochloric  acid ;  after 
cooling,  the  precipitation  of  the  barium  chloride  is  completed  by 
the  addition  of  5  c.c.  of  pure  ether.  The  precipitate  is  collected, 
washed  with  hydi'ochloric  acid  containing  10  per  cent,  of  ether, 
dried  at  150-200°  C,  and  weighed.  The  results  are  stated  to  be 
very  satisfactoiy. 

Separation  of  Barium  from  Strontium  and  Calcium  by  Hose's 
Method.  E.  Kouklin.  (Journ.  Rush.  Chem.  Soc.,xxu.32Q.)  The 
author  finds  that  Rose's  method  for  sepai-ating  bai'ium  from  stron- 
tium and  calcium,  by  boiling  the  solution  of  their  salts  with  an 
excess  of  a  solution  containing  potassium  carbonate  and  sulphate. 
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gives  correct  results  provided  tbe  solution  employed  contains  the 
two  potassium  salts  in  the  proportion  of  five  parts  of  sulphate  to 
one  of  carbonate.  In  this  case  the  amount  of  strontium  sulphate 
formed  is  so  exceedingly  small  as  to  remain  in  solution.  The 
barium  is  completely  precipitated  as  sulphate,  and  the  strontium 
as  carbonate,  with  the  exception  of  the  trace  just  alluded  to,  which 
passes  into  solution  as  sulphate. 

Note  on  the  Dry  Test  for  Chromium.  L.  W.  McCay.  (Chem. 
Neic^,  Ixv.  221.)  The  author  points  out  that  when  the  yellow 
fused  mass  obtained  by  heating  chromium  compounds  with  sodium 
nitrate  is  dissolved  in  water,  the  solution,  after  acidification,  often 
assumes  a  greenish  or  greyish  blue  colour  instead  of  the  reddish 
vellow  one  characteristic  of  alkaline  bichromates.  This  is  due  to 
the  formation  of  nitrite  in  the  fusing  mass,  and  the  subsequent 
reduction  of  the  chromate  by  the  liberated  nitrous  acid. 

Detection  and  Estimation  of  Minute  Cluantities  of  Lead  in  the 
Presence  of  Copper  and  Iron.  F.  L.  Teed.  (Analyst,  xvii.  142- 
143.)  Traces  of  lead  maybe  detected  and  estimated  in  lemonade 
and  similar  beverages  by  the  following  process: — A  measured 
quantity  of  the  lemonade  is  mixed  in  a  cylinder  or  white  basin 
with  a  few  c.c.  of  ammonia,  a  few  drops  of  solution  of  potassium 
cyanide,  and  then  with  a  drop  of  ammonium  sulphide.  The  pre- 
sence of  lead  will  be  indicated  by  the  dark  coloration  produced, 
and  its  quantity  can  be  estimated  by  imitating  the  coloration 
with  known  quantities  of  lead  precipitated  under  the  same  con- 
ditions. Iron  does  not  interfere  with  the  test,  as  it  is  kept  in 
solution  by  the  tartaric  acid,  and  is  then  converted  by  the 
l)otassium  cyanide  into  a  ferro-  or  ferri-cyanide,  which  is  not 
affected  by  ammonium  sulphide.  In  the  case  of  liquids  not  con- 
tainino-  tartaric  acid,  a  little  of  this  acid  should  be  added  if  iron 
is  likely  to  be  present.  Copper  does  not  interfere  with  the  test, 
as  copper  sulphide  is  soluble  in  potassium  cyanide. 

As  a  very  delicate  test  for  the  detection  of  lead  in  sulphuric 
acid,  the  author  proposes  the  addition  to  the  stz'ong  acid  of  a  drop 
of  hydro(;hloric  acid  or  of  a  small  crystal  of  common  salt.  Chloride 
oi'  lead  is  thus  precipitated  and  recognised  by  a  peculiar  pearly 
opalescence  of  the  liquid. 

Separation  and  Estimation  of  Lead,  Silver,  and  Zinc  in  Galena 
and  Blende.  E.  Aubin.  (Bull.  Ue  la  Soc.  CJdm.  [oj,  vii.  184- 
i;>.5.  From  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.)  The  author  recommends  the 
following  rapid  process  for  the  commercial  analysis  of  galenas 
and  blendes.     The    powdered  mineral  (lU   grams)  is  treated  with 
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fuming  nitric  acid  (.50  c.c.)  in  a  conical  flask  (1  litre)  ;  the  whole 
is  then  evaporated  to  dryness  on  the  sand-bath,  taken  up  by  nitric 
acid  (20  c.c.  of  sp.  gv.  1'33),  and  the  solution  diluted  to  about 
400  c.c.  with  water.  The  siliceous  gangue  and  lead  sulphate  are 
now  collected  on  a  double  tared  filter,  and  after  being  washed, 
dried,  and  weighed,  the  lead  sulphate  is  extracted  from  the 
weighed  precipitate  by  trituration  in  a  glass  mortar  with  hot 
sodium  tartrate  solution  (20  per  cent.).  The  siliceous  gangue 
remains  i;nchanged,  and  is  again  collected  on  the  tared  filters  and 
weighed  ;  the  weight  of  lead  is  thus  determined.  The  liquid  con- 
taining the  silver  and  zinc  is  now  made  up  to  a  standard  volume 
(500  c.c.)  ;  in  part  of  this  (50  c.c),  after  separating  the  iron  and 
aluminium  by  ammonia,  the  zinc  is  precipitated  with  ammonium 
hydrosulphide,  and  the  precipitate  collected  and  dissolved  in 
hydrochloric  acid;  the  solution,  after  being  filtered,  is  precipitated 
hot  with  sodium  carbonate,  and  the  zinc  weighed  as  oxide.  The 
remaining  liquid  (450  c.c),  containing  the  silver,  is  rapidly 
evaporated  to  20-30  c.c.  and  cooled,  the  clear  solution  is  decanted 
from  the  crystalline  deposit,  and  pure  sodium  chloride  (1  gram) 
added  to  it  to  precipitate  the  silver  as  chloride  ;  this  is  then  col- 
lected, dried,  and  weighed  on  a  double  tared  filtei". 

Detection  of  Traces  of  Gold.  T.  K.  Rose.  (Chemical  Neic-^, 
Ixvi.  271.)  The  author's  method  is  based  on  the  purple  of 
Cassius  reaction.  When  several  litres  of  boiling  water  are 
poured  into  a  large  beaker  containing*  10  c.c.  of  a  saturated 
aqueous  solution  of  stannous  chloride,  acidified  with  hydrochloric 
acid,  so  as  to  mix  the  two  liquids  as  rapidly  as  possible,  a  yellowish 
white  gelatinous  precipitate  of  stannous  hydrate  is  produced. 
But  if  the  water  contain  the  smallest  trace  of  gold,  the  precipitate 
appears  distinctly  purple  red,  owing  to  the  purple  of  Cassius 
simultaneously  formed.  It  is  stated  that  one  part  of  gold  ia 
100,000,000  can  thus  be  detected. 

Conversioa  of  Arsenic  into  Arseniuretted  Hydrogen  for  the 
Purpose  of  its  Quantitative  Estimation.  F.W.Schmidt.  (Zeit. 
anorg.  Clieni.,  i.  353-359.)  The  author  finds  that  the  conversioii 
of  arsenic  into  arseniuretted  hydrogen  may  be  rendered  complete 
by  the  addition  towards  the  end  of  the  operation  of  a  hydrochloric 
acid  solution  of  stannous  chloride  to  the  contents  of  the  vessel  in 
which  the  gas  is  evolved.  By  this  addition  the  arsenic  still 
renaaining  in  the  liquid  is  precipitated  in  a  very  finely  divided 
state,  in  which  it  is  readily  acted  upon  by  the  nascent  hydrogen 
and  converted  into  As  Hg. 

I 
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Volumetric  Estimation  of  Arsenic  Acid.  G.  Franc  esc  hi. 
(L'Orosi,  XV.  192-194.)  The  process  recommended  hy  the  author 
consists  in  the  precipitation  of  the  arsenate  in  neutral  solution 
bv  ferric  chloride,  potassium  sulphocyanide  being  used  as  an 
indicator.     I^o  sodium  acetate  is  to  be  employed  in  this  process. 

Improvements  in  Eeinsch's  Test  for  Arsenic.  J.Clark.  (Proc. 
Chem.  Soc,  No.  124.)  Reinsch's  process,  as  carried  out  in  the 
ordinary  way,  is  capable  of  demonstrating  the  presence  of  very 
minute  quantities  of  arsenic,  and,  according  to  Letheby,  it  with- 
ih-a\vs  every,  and  the  smallest,  trace  of  arsenic  from  organic 
mixtures ;  but  there  are  two  objections  to  its  use  in  medico-legal 
cases. 

1st,  Wlien  the  quantity  of  arsenic  is  small,  a  stain  is  obtained 
which  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  identify  as  arsenic,  because  the 
coated  copper,  when  heated,  is  apt  to  give  a  layer  of  chloride  of 
copper  and  organic  matter,  instead  of  arsenious  acid ;  and,  2nd, 
It  is  not  suitable  for  the  quantitative  estimation  of  arsenic,  as  it 
is  not  possible  by  means  of  heat  to  volatilize  the  whole  of  the 
ai'senic  from  the  copper. 

The  author's  improvements  consist  in  identifying  the  arsenic  or 
antimony  on  the  copper  with  greater  certainty,  and  at  the  same  time 
estimating  the  amount  of  each  when  they  occur  together.  For  this 
purpose  he  digests  the  coated  copper  in  a  cold  mixture  of  dilute 
caustic  i^otash  and  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  which  dissolves  the 
arsenic  and  antimony,  and  converts  them  into  arsenate  and  anti- 
nionate  of  potassium.  The  solution  is  then  boiled,  filtered,  to  get 
I'id  of  the  oxide  of  copper,  evaporated  to  a  small  bulk,  and  distilled 
with  ferrous  chloride  and  strong  hydrochloric  acid.  The  distillate 
is  then  saturated  Avith  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  the  arsenic 
Aveighed  as  sulphide,  after  being  freed  from  traces  of  sulphur  by 
wa.shing  with  carbon  bisulphide  and  alcohol.  The  residual  liquid, 
from  which  the  arsenic  has  been  thus  i-emoved  by  distillation,  is 
then  tt'sted  for  antimonv. 

Quantitative  Spectrum  Analysis.  Cr.  and  H.  Kriiss.  (Zeif. 
anorcj.  Chem.,  i.  104-12r).)  Tliis  paper  is  divided  itito  three 
sections: — 1.  Comparison  of  various  methods  of  quantitative 
.spectrum  analysis.  2.  Influence  of  temperature  on  the  absorp- 
tion spectrum  of  coloured  solutions.  3.  Improved  form  of 
Viei-ordt's  Spectrophotometer.  A  drawing  is  given  of  the 
apparatus  given  in  the  third  .section.  For  particulars  the 
original  should  be  consulted. 

Employment  of  Ferrous  Sulphate  in  Agriculture.     II.   Boiret 
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and  G.  Paturel,  (Ann.  J gron  ,  win.  -418  l-iU.;  The  autliors 
consider  fei'i-ous  sulphate  as  beneficial  only  in  such  soils  as  con- 
tain an  excess  of  lime,  its  chief  effect  consisting  in  the  production 
of  gjpsnni.  It  causes  no  increase  in  the  proportion  of  phosphoric 
acid  in  the  crops,  nor  any  decrease  in  that  of  the  potash,  as  has 
hpcn  previously  stated. 
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PART  II. 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY, 

Sarsaparilla.  K.  Kobert.  (Pharm.  Rundscltau,  iS9-2,  Oil.) 
The  glucosides  of  sarsaparilla,  when  injected  into  the  blood,  have 
a  poisonous  action  which  is  not  produced  by  their  internal  ad- 
ministration, as  they  are  not  absorbed  into  the  system  except  by 
injured  membranes.  The  author  is  opposed  to  the  simultaneous 
administration  of  mercurials  and  sarsaparilla,  since  the  lesions  of 
the  intestinal  membranes  frequently  caused  by  the  former  may 
allow  of  the  absorption  of  the  poisonous  glucosides. 

Valeriana  Officinalis  var.  Angustifolia.  Y.  Shimoyama  and 
K.  Hyrano.  (Apotheker  Zeittmrj,  vii.  439.)  The  authors  have 
examined  the  root  of  the  Japanese  variety  of  valerian,  which 
differs  slightly  from  Valeriana  ojficinalis.  The  root  yields  a  some- 
what larger  proportion  (2" 7  per  cent.)  of  volatile  oil.  The  latter 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  0"805  at  17°  C.  and  is  Ltvorotatory. 
Valerianic  acid  was  detected  in  the  aqueous  distillate. 

Ipomcea  Pandurata.  j\I.  Kromer.  (Pharm.  Zeitschr.  filr  Euss- 
laiuL)  From  the  root  of  this  plant,  which  is  employed  in  America 
as  a  remedy  for  calculus,  the  author  has  obtained  a  glucoside  of 
the  formula  C-g  Hjgg  Ogg,  differing  from  those  contained  in  other 
Convolvulace^e.  A  description  of  this  body,  iposmein,  and  of  some 
of  its  decomposition  products,  will  be  found  in  the  paper. 

Ipecacuanha  freed  from  Emetine  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent.  ^\. 
Kanthack  and  A.  Caddy.  (Practitioner^  i.  411.)  The  authors 
have  investigated  the  therapeutic  value  of  ipecacuanha  deprived  of 
its  emetine,  and  their  results  confirm  the  observation  that  such  a 
drug  proves  a  most  satisfactory  remedy  in  cases  of  acute  dysentery, 
and  is  free  from  the  disadvantage  of  causing  depression  or  nausea 
so  often  produced  by  even  small  doses  of  the  ordinary  root.  It 
appears  from   these  researches  that   the  antidysenteric  value   of 
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ipecacuanha  does  not  depend  on  the  emetine  present  in  it,  and 
preparations  are  now  being-  made  and  tried  from  wliicli  the  alkaloid 
iias  been  removed  while  the  antidysenteric  principle  is  retained. 
Experiments  in  this  direction  are  still  in  progress. 

The  Assay  of  Ipecacuanha.  G.  Kottmayer.  (Phann.  Post., 
1892,  i'13  and  933.)  The  author  criticises  various  methods  in  vise 
for  tlie  assay  of  ipecacuanha,  and  suggests  the  following  process, 
Avhich  he  finds  to  give  the  most  exact  results:— The  powdered  I'oot 
should  be  used  without  drying,  since  heating  renders  the  extraction 
of  the  alkaloid  more  difficult;  the  moisture  should  therefore  be 
estimated  in  a  separate  portion.  15  grams  of  the  powdered  root 
are  placed  in  a  bottle  with  148  c.c.  of  90  per  cent,  alcohol  and  2  c.c. 
of  hydrochloric  acid  of  sp.  gr.  1-12  (measured  at  15°  C),  and 
digested,  with  frequent  agitation,  at  40°  C.  for  four  days ;  after 
cooling  to  15°  C,  100  c.c.  are  removed,  mixed  in  a  capsule  with  20 
c.c.  of  a  10  per  cent,  alcoholic  lead  acetate  solution  (50  per  cent,  of 
alcohol),  and,  after  the  addition  of  1'5  grams  of  slaked  lime,  evapor- 
ated, with  occasional  stirring,  to  a  pasty  consistency ;  5  grams  of 
powdered  glass  are  then  incorporated,  and  the  heating  is  continued 
on  a  water-bath  with  constant  stirring  until  a  dry  powder  results. 
This  is  extracted  for  ten  hours  with  chloroform,  the  chloroform 
solution  evaporated  in  a  weighed  vessel,  di'ied  at  100°  C,  and 
weighed.  The  crude  alkaloid  thus  obtained  is  dissolved  in  2  c.c. 
of  normal  hydrochloric  acid,  the  insoluble  matter  collected  on  a 
weighed  filter,  thoroughly  washed,  dried,  and  weighed.  The  total 
residue  minus  the  weight  of  the  insoluble  resin  leaves  the  weight 
of  the  pure  alkaloid. 

The  methods  of  assay  tested  by  the  author  were  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Zinofl'sky's  method  (titration  with  Mayer's  reagent). 

2.  Fliickiger's  method  (extraction  with  hot  ammoniated  chloro- 
form). 

3.  Fliickiger's  method  modified  by  Kremel  (dissolving  the  resi- 
due in  dilute  acid,  liberating  the  alkaloid  with  ammonia,  and 
extracting  with  chloroform). 

4.  Kremel's  process  (drying  a  paste  made  of  the  I'oot,  lime,  and 
water,  and  extracting  with  chloroform). 

5.  Extraction  of  the  root  with  ammoniated  alcohol,  evaporating 
to  dryness,  and  exhausting  with  chloroform. 

6.  A  modification  of  Lloyd's  method. 

7.  The  author's  process  as  described  above. 

No.  1  gave  very  discordant  results,  and  was  therefore  rejected, 
Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  5  all  gave  low  results,  and  in  the  case  of  No.  6  the 
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alkaloid  was  obtained  in  a  very  impure  condition.     The  results  ai'e 
tabulated  as  follows  : — 

Ipecacuanha.  Percentage  of  alkaloid. 

2.  3.  4.  5. 

Eio     .         .     3-09,  312,  3-00  1-72,  1-86     1-72     1-74 

Singapore  .     3-04  1-62,  1-74       —        — 

Carthagena     2-24,  2  10  1-23,  1-38       —        — 

Ipecacuanha  Root.  MM.  Caesar  and  Loretz.  {Apoth.  Zeif., 
yii.  4G-4.  From  Fharm.  Journ.)  The  authors  have  examined 
samples  of  ipecacuanha  collected  in  Central  America  and  imported 
from  Rio,  as  well  as  a  sample  imported  from  Panama,  known  as 
Cai-thagena  ipecacuanha,  and  a  third  kind  cultivated  in  Singapore. 
The  determination  of  the  relative  proportions  of  bark  and  wood 
gave  the  following  I'esults  : — ■ 

Bark.    Wood. 
Eio  ipecacuanha     .     Best  quality .        .77        23 
„  „  .     Second  quality      .     Cro     34-.5 

Carthagena 84        16 

.     Selected        .        .     91-5       8-5 
Singapore 91         9 

The  average  percentage  amounts  of  pure  emetine  in  these 
samples  was  : — ■ 


Per  cent 

1. 

Rio  ipecacuanha 

Best  quality     . 

.     1-45 

2. 

.1             .. 

Selected  . 

.     1-05 

3. 

,,             „ 

Second  quality 

.     0-65 

4. 

M                                »» 

Inferior  quality 

.     0-53 

5. 

Carthagena 

Selected  . 

.     1-85 

6. 

,, 

Best  quality     . 

.     1-40 

7. 

11 

Second  quality 

.     0-90 

8. 

Singapore 

Imported  1891 

.     0-54 

9. 

n 

Woody  portion 

.     0-23 

The  method  of  examination  adopted  for  the  determination  of 
emetine  gave  a  purer  product  than  Fltickiger's  method,  and  the 
purity  of  the  emetine  is  considered  to  be  important  for  correct 
comparison. 

The  Singapore  drug  closely  resembles  that  of  Rio;  but  though  it 
is  of  tolerably  good  quality,  it  cannot  be  expected  to  form  any 
considerable  addition  to  the  supply  for  some  time  to  come.  The 
Carthagena  drug  is  described  as  having  a  reddish-brown  or 
frequently  dirty  greyish-brown  colour.  The  roots  are  from  4  to 
8  centimetres  thick,  15  centimetres  long ;  they  have  but  slight 
vermicular  contortions,   with   less  prominent  thin  projections  at 
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both  ends,  and  present  distinct  puffed-oat  rings  Avithout  deep 
constrictions.  The  cortical  portion  is  grey  inside,  presenting  a 
compact  horny  texture,  and  it  is  readily  separable  from  the 
yellowish-coloured  woody  meditullium.  A  fourth  kind  of  ipecacu- 
anha, imported  into  London  as  East  Indian,  is  described  as  being 
entirely  distinct  from  the  root  of  Cephaelis  Ipecacuanha ;  and  when 
the  powdered  drug  was  tested  for  emetine,  as  directed  in  the 
German  Pharmacopoeia,  it  gave  no  indication  of  the  presence  of  an 
active  constituent. 

The  Asfiay  of  Ipecacuanha.  C.  C.  Keller.  (Pharm.  Zeitung, 
xxxviii.  2;).)  10  gi'ams  of  the  dried  and  finely  powdered  root  are 
well  agitated  in  a  bottle  of  150  c.c.  capacity  with  40  grams  of 
chloroform  and  60  grams  of  ether.  10  grams  of  solution  of 
ammonia  are  then  added,  and  the  agitation  repeated  at  frequent 
intervals  during  one  hour,  after  which  another  5  grams  of  solution 
of  ammonia  are  added,  and  again  well  agitated  with  the  mixture. 
After  settling,  50  grams  of  the  decanted  solution,  representing  5 
grams  of  the  dried  root,  are  carefully  distilled  in  a  weighed  Erlen- 
meyer  flask  ;  the  varnish-like  i-esidue  is  twice  treated  with  10  c.c.  of 
ether,  and  evaporated  by  forcing  a  current  of  air  through  the  flask. 
After  the  last  traces  of  ether  have  been  removed,  the  residue  is 
dried  in  a  water-bath  and  weighed.  For  the  titration  of  the  alka- 
loid it  is  dissolved  in  10  c.c.  of  absolute  alcohol  with  the  aid  of 
heat,  sufficient  water  added  to  produce  a  permanent  turbidity,  and 
the  titration  then  carried  out  with  decinormal  hydrochloric  acid 
in  the  presence  of  a  few  di'ops  of  htematoxyliu  solution  as  an 
indicator.  Each  c.c.  of  the  decinormal  acid  represents  0"025-4 
gram  of  emetine.  An  improvement  of  this  assay  consists  in  the 
i-emoval  of  the  fat  from  the  ipecacuanha  root  by  percolation  with 
ether  previous  to  the  process  described.  This  preliminary  treat- 
ment renders  the  subsequent  titration  more  easy  and  distinct. 

The  author  disagrees  with  the  statement  recently  publislied  by 
Caesar  and  Loretz  that  the  best  qualities  of  ipecacuanha  root  do 
not  contain  more  than  I'So  per  cent,  of  emetine.  From  his  own 
results  he  concludes  that  a  standard  of  2'5  per  cent,  would  not  be 
too  exacting. 

Constituents  of  Bryony  Root.  G.  Masson.  (Joum.  de  Pharm. 
et  de  Chim.,  xxvii.  3UU.)  The  author  has  isolated  from  this  root 
two  principles,  bryonin  and  bryoi-esin,  answering  respectively  to 
the  formulae  C^^  H^^  0,,  and  C37  Hg^Oig-  The  former  is  a  glucoside 
occurring  in  the  dried  root  to  the  extent  of  1-1'2  per  cent.  Its 
decomposition  by  boiling  with  dilute  acids  yields  glucose,  a  I'esin, 
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and  bryogenin,  dg  Hu,  O.j.  Bryoresin  exists  in  the  root  in  alkaline 
combination,  and  possesses  pnrcifativc  effects. 

Some  Products  of  Cassava.  E.  E.  E  well  and  H.  W.  Wiley. 
(Amer.  Ghem.  Jonni.,  vol.  xv.  No.  4.)  Some  four  years  ago  one 
of  the  authors  described  a  plant  which  has  been  grown  in  Florida 
for  many  years  under  the  name  of  sweet  cassava,  the  botanical 
name  of  which  is  Jatropha  manihot  or  aipi.  From  the  analysis 
made  at  that  time  it  was  found  that  the  plant  was  valuable  for 
feeding  purposes,  being  very  rich  in  carbohydrates,  although 
rather  poor  in  albuminoids.  Lately  the  subject  has  been  studied 
to  a  much  greater  extent  with  the  object  of  preparing  as  large  a 
number  of  products  as  possible  from  the  plant,  with  the  deter- 
mination of  their  chemical  properties  and  food  values. 

A  large  quantity  of  the  root  was  obtained  from  Florida,  the 
bark  separated  from  the  root,  and  each  subjected  to  analysis  with 
the  followino-  results  :  — 


Peeled  root. 

Fibre 
after  re- 
moval of 

starch. 

Bark  o 

f  root. 

Fresh. 

Dry. 

Dry. 

Fresh. 

Dry. 

Moisture 

Ether  extract 

Albuminoids  (nitrogen  X  6-35). 
Starch  (diastase  extract  inverted 

with  H  CI) 

Fibre 

61-30 
0-17 
0-64 

30-98 
0-88 
0-51 
5-52 

0-44 
1-66 

80-06 
2-26 
1-31 

14-27 

0-30 
1-02 

64-C4 

10-68 

1-42 

21-94 

61-30 
0-66 
2-29 

3-83 

2-02 

29-90 

1-70 
5-91 

9-89 

Ash 

5-23 

Undetermined 

77-27 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

With  the  starch  in  the  analysis  given  above  are  reckoned  also 
the  soluble  carbohydrates,  consisting  almost  exclusively  of  cane 
sugar,  and  of  which,  in  an  analysis  of  another  portion  of  the  dry 
substance,  as  much  as  17  per  cent,  was  found.  The  undetermined 
portion  consists  of  the  digestible  fibre  and  carbohydrates  of  the 
pentose  series. 

The  ash  of  the  peeled  root  was  found  to  contain  almost  one-half 
of  its  total  weight  of  potash  salts,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  carbonate 
and  phosphate.  In  the  ash  of  the  bark,  silica  was  found  to  be  the 
predominant  constituent,  amounting  to  more  than  50  per  cent. 
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Quite  a  number  of  preparations  were  made  from  the  starch  of 
the  root,  including  tapioca,  glucose,  alcohol,  and  cane  sugar. 

The  general  result  of  the  authors'  investigation  tends  to  demon- 
strate that  the  cassava  is  a  plant  of  high  economic  value,  and 
■worthy  of  the  attention  of  those  interested  in  the  carbohydrate 
products  of  the  country. 

Starches  in  Root  Drugs.  E.  S.  Bast  in.  (Ajwihecarrj,  De- 
cember, 1892.)  The  starches  reported  upon  by  the  author  are 
those  of  Sarsaparilla,  Rhatany,  Bryonia,  Stillingia,  Phytolacca, 
Pareira,  Althcea,  Licorice,  Ipecacuanha,  Gelseniium,  Calumha,  Bella- 
donna, Sumhul,  lihuharh,  Ramex  crispus,  Piper  methysHcicm, 
Asclepias,  Symphytum,  Mastenvort,  and  Apocynum.  As  the  descrip- 
tions do  not  admit  of  useful  condensation,  the  reader  is  referred 
for  particulars  to  original  article,  or  to  a  reprint  of  it  in  Pharm. 
Journ..  .Srd  series,  xxiii.  747-7-48  and  769-770. 

Constituents  of  the  Eoot  of  Corydalis  Cava.  ]\I .  F  r  e  u  n  d  and 
W.  Joseph y.  {Ber.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  2411-2415.) 
The  basic  constituent  of  this  drug,  known  in  commerce  as  "cory- 
daline,"  is  obtained  as  follows  : — The  finely-cut  roots  are  extracted 
"with  alcohol,  the  alcohol  distilled  off,  and  the  aqueous  solution 
"which  remains  filtered  from  resin ;  ammonia  i.s  then  added  to  the 
filtrate,  and  the  precipitated  base  extracted  with  ether.  On  con- 
centrating the  ethereal  solution,  a  product  is  first  obtained  which 
melts  about  160°;  but  the  mother  liquors,  if  fui-thor  concentrated 
and  mixed  "\vith  alcohol,  yield  a  crystalline  precipitate,  which  is 
purified  by  recrystallization  from  alcohol.  The  "  corydaline  "  thus 
obtained  melts  at  126-130°  C.  The  authors  have  examined  this 
product,  and  find  that  it  consists  at  least  of  three  distinct  alka- 
loids ;  viz.,  corydaline,  C20  H07  N  O4,  fusing  at  134'5°,  and  possessing 
the  properties  assigned  to  it  by  Dobbie  and  Lauder  (Year-Booh  of 
Pharmacy,  1892,  49);  hulhocapiiine,  C^^  Hgg  No  O7,  differing  from 
corydaline  by  being  soluble  in  an  excess  of  alkali,  and  fusing  at 
198-199°  C;  and  corycavine,  C03  Hog  N  O5,  which  melts  at  214-215°, 
and  is  less  soluble  in  absolute  alcohol  than  corydaline,  but,  like  the 
latter,  insoluble  in  alkalies.  The  further  investigation  of  these 
two  new  bases  is  j)r()coeding. 

Constituents  of  Corydalis  Nohilis.  E.  Birsmann.  (Pharm. 
Post.,  1892,  1304.)  The  author  has  isolated  from  the  root  of  this 
plant  six  distinct  alkaloids,  of  which  two  are  described  in  this 
jiaper,  "while  the  remaining  four  are  still  under  investigation.  In- 
dications of  tlie  presence  of  hydi-obcrberine  and  berberine  were 
also  obtained. 
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A  False  "Bikhma."  C.  J.  H.  Warden  and  C.  L.  Bose. 
(Fhariii.  Journ.,  ;>rd  series,  xxiii.  302-305.)  Bikhma  (also  called 
Bickhnia  or  Bishma)  is  the  Indian  name  for  Aconitum  palmatum. 
The  spurious  drug  reported  iipon  by  the  authors  was  obtained 
from  the  Monghyr  district,  and  consisted  of  rhizomes  entirely 
different  from  those  of  the  true  Aconituvi  pahnatinn.  In  their 
opinion  they  may  possibly  be  derived  from  Acantlwphjllum  mac- 
rodon  or  Gypsophila  paniculata.  The  most  important  constituents 
were  found  to  be  saponins.  A  full  description  of  the  drug  will 
be  found  in  the  original  article. 

The  "  Earth  Sugar  "  Root  of  the  Tamils.  D.  Hooper.  {Pharm. 
Jui'.ru.,  3rd  sei'ies,  xxiii.  548-549.)  This  drug  has  been  known  in 
.Southern  India  for  centuries,  and  has  been  employed  as  an  alter- 
ative, stimulant,  tonic,  and  as  a  remedy  for  skin  diseases.  Its 
botanical  origin  has  only  recently  been  discovered  by  M.  A. 
Lawson,  who  examined  a  flowering  and  fruit-bearing  specimen  of 
the  plant  received  from  Dr.  Mootoosawmy,  of  Tanjore,  and  identi- 
fied it  as  3Icerua  a?"e;m7-m,belonging  to  the  natural  order  Coppari- 
dece.  This  plant  has  been  described  by  Roxburgh  under  the 
name  of  Capparis  heteroclita.  It  is  a  large  unarmed  climbing 
shrub ;  leaves  elliptic,  corymbs  terminal,  calyx  four-cleft ;  corolla 
regular,  four-petalled  ;  stamina  on  the  receptacle,  which  is  as  long 
as  the  tube  of  the  calyx.  The  most  remarkable  part  of  the  plant 
is  the  fruit ;  this  is  a  beaked  berry  2  to  5  inches  long,  deeply' 
constricted  between  the  seeds,  fleshy,  elongate,  moniliform,  one  or 
more  seeded.  There  is  only  one  seed  in  each  single  berr^-  or  lobe 
of  the  compound  fruit. 

The  roots  are  plump  Avlien  fresh,  from  1  to  1-^-  inches  in  dia- 
meter, long,  cylindrical,  contorted,  Avith  a  light  brown  surface. 
When  dried  they  become  darker  in  colour  and  wrinkled  longi- 
tudinally, and  several  ii-regularly  disposed  transverse  markings  of 
a  lighter  colour  are  observed  on  the  surface.  The  transverse 
section  of  the  root  exhibits  a  central  hard  woody  centre  of  a 
yellowish  colour,  and  several  similar  but  smaller  woody  bundles 
are  scattered  throughout  the  waxy-looking  parenchyma  of  the 
cortical  portion.  In  the  bazaars  the  drug  is  sold  in  circular  discs, 
like  calumba  root,  having  been  sliced  transversely  when  in  a  fresh 
state  and  allowed  to  dry  in  the  sun.  The  taste  is  sweet  and 
mawkish,  and  there  is  no  distinctive  odour  as  there  is  in  liquorice 
root.  The  outer  brown  covering  of  the  root  is  supposed  to  be 
harmful,  and  is  removed  pi'evious  to  use. 

From  an  analvsis  of  the  drug,  which   reveals  nothing  but   the 
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ordinary  plant  eonstitaeiits,  the   author    inclines   to  the    opinion 
that  it  possesses  very  little,  if  any,  real  medicinal  value. 

Gillenia  Stipulacea.  G.  L.  Curry.  {Amer.  Journ.  Pharm., 
October,  1892,  513-514.)  The  author  has  isolated  from  the  root 
of  this  plant  a  white  crystalline  glucoside  for  which  he  proposes 
the  name  gillein.  A  dose  of  |-grain  is  sufficient  to  produce  nausea 
approaching-  emesis.  The  glucoside  is  coloured  red  by  sulphuric 
acid,  and  yellow  by  nitric  acid,  and  it  deepens  the  colour  of 
solution  of  chromic  acid.  It  differs  in  these  characters  essentially 
from  gillenin  obtained  by  W.  B.  Stanhope  from  Gillenia  trifoUata. 
The  author's  analysis  also  shows  the  presence  in  this  drug  of 
suo-ar,  o-um,  extractive,  and  a  tannin  striking  a  greenish-black 
colour  with  a  solution  of  ferric  chloride. 

The  druo-  is  best  administered  in  the  form  of  a  decoction  or  of  a 
ten  per  cent,  tincture  made  with  alcohol  of  50  per  cent. 

Eupatorilim  Perfoliatum.  H.  F.  Kaercher.  (Amer.  Journ. 
Pharm.,  October,  1892.)  A  quantity  of  the  root  collected  in  Ohio 
was  dried  and  submitted  to  proximate  analysis  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Per  cent. 

Fat  and  resin  (soluble  in  ether)       .         .         .  0-60 

Resin  and  active  bitter  principle     .         .         .  l-u9 

Glucoside undetermined 

Mucila,ge l'"-'' 

Dextrin 3"00 

Glucose l-'i-J 

Siiccharose 5"(J0 

Undetermined  extractive  (soluble  in  water)     .  4-'J0 

Soluble  in  dilute  sodium  hydrate  solution      .  '2-4'2 

Soluble  in  diluted  hydrochloric  acid       .         .  2*70 

luulin 4-90 

Other  products  (soluble  in  hot  water)     .         .  3-40 

Lignia 17-62 

Cellulin 24-69 

Ash 10-67 

Moisture 12-40 

Eupatorium  Perfoliatum.  C.  II.  Sham  el.  (/Imer.  Chcm.  Journ., 
xiv.  224-225.)  The  di-ied  plants,  gathered  at  the  period  of 
flowering,  were  extracted  with  hot  alcohol  for  several  hours.  The 
alcohol  was  distilled  off,  and  the  residue  treated  with  dilute 
liydrochloric  acid,  whereby  a  black,  gummy  mass  separated, 
which  was  removed  by  filtration.     The   filtrate   was  neutralized 
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■\vitli  sodium  carbonate  and  extracted  witli  ether.  On  evaporation 
of  the  ethereal  solution,  the  active  principle,  eupatorin,  was  de- 
posited as  a  yellow  powder.  Ifc  contains  no  nitrogen,  does  not 
fuse,  but  decomposes  at  250°,  is  insoluble  in  water  and  in  concen- 
ti-ated  sulphuric  and  hydrochloric  acids,  but  dissolves  in  dilute 
nitric  acid  foi-ming  a  light-brown  solution,  Avhich,  when  allowed 
to  evaporate  spontaneously,  furnishes  beautiful  prisms  and  six- 
sided  plates.  These  crystals  of  the  nitrate  are  readily  soluble  in 
water,  and  the  solution  has  a  strong  toxicological  eft'ect.  They 
melt  at  102-103°,  and,  when  deprived  of  their  water  of  crys- 
tallization, have  a  coiBposition  corresponding  to  the  formula 
<^.^o  H25  Ose,  H  N  O,,. 

Assay  of  Jalap  Eoot.  F.  H.  Alcock.  {Pharm.  Joum.,  ord  series, 
xxiii.  107.)  The  author  considers  that  the  official  process  and  its 
modifications  for  the  assay  of  jalap  do  not  give  entire  satisfaction, 
and  recommends  in  their  place  a  method  based  on  the  gi-eat 
solubility  of  jalap  resin  in  amylic  alcohol,  and  the  comparatively 
slight  solubility  of  this  alcohol  in  water.  The  modus  operandi  is 
as  follows  : — Place  one  gram  of  powdered  jalap — free  from  agglu- 
tinated lumps — in  a  suitable  bottle,  add  20  c.c.  of  amylic  alcohol, 
and  shake  well  from  time  to  time.  After  a  few  hours,  strain  the 
liquid  off  through  a  little  cotton  wool  into  a  glass  separator, 
wash  out  the  bottle  with  5  c.c.  of  amylic  alcohol,  and  place  the 
washings  on  the  marc  in  the  funnel ;  repeat  with  5  c.c.  more  if 
necessary,  so  as  to  ensure  the  presence  of  all  the  resin  in  the 
separator. 

Now  shake  up  the  amylic  solution  of  the  resin  with  small 
quantities  of  water  at  50°  C.  (equal  measures  of  hot  and  cold 
water  will  do),  set  aside  for  the  liquids  to  separate,  remove  the 
lower  aqueous  layer,  and  repeat  the  washing  with  water  until 
nothing-  more  of  a  non-resinous  natui'e  is  removed.  Afterwards 
transfer  the  solution  of  the  resin  to  a  weighed  dish  containing 
10  c.c.  of  distilled  water,  wash  out  the  separator  with  a  little 
amylic  alcohol,  placing  the  washings  in  the  dish,  evaporate  on  a 
water-bath  in  the  usual  way,  and  when  dry,  Aveigh. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  method  are  : — 

1.  That  less  of  the  water-soluble  matter  is  removed  than  by 
the  official  process. 

2.  After  careful  treatment  with  the  amylic  alcohol  no  resin 
remains,  rectified  spirit  dissolving  from  the  residue  only  water- 
soluble  matters  and  no  resin. 
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3.  It  is  a  cheap  process  because  commou  fasel  oil  once  dis- 
tilled can  be  used,  but  in  this  case  more  water-soluble  matter  is 
removed  and  more  washing  required. 

The  author's  examination  of  many  samples  of  commercial 
powdered  jalap  confirms  the  often- expressed  opinion  that  the 
official  standard  of  10  per  cent,  of  resinous  constituents  is  too 
high  at  the  present  date. 

Constituents  of  Scorzonera  Hispanica.  E.  O.  v.  Lippmann. 
{Her.  der  deutsch.  chem.  Ges.,  xxv.  3220-3221.)  The  author  has 
detected  the  presence  of  coniferin  and  small  quantities  of  vanillin 
in  this  plant.  He  succeeded  in  isolating  the  former,  but  the 
latter  could  not  be  separated  from  other  aldehydic  substances 
present. 

Constituents  of  the  Tubers  of  Stachys  Tuberifera.    A.  v.  PI  ant  a 

and  E.  Schulze.  {Landio.  Versiwhs-Stat.,  xli.  123-129.)  The  most 
prominent  constituent  is  stachyose,  which  the  authors  find  to 
amount  to  14"2  per  cent,  in  the  fresh,  and  73'0  per  cent,  in  the 
dry  tubers.  Its  proportion  in  the  sap  is  15"6  per  cent.  Besides 
tliis  the  tubers  contain  a  second  carbohydrate,  which  yields  fur- 
furaldehyde  by  De  Chalmot  and  Tollens'  method,  and  yields  a 
pentose  when  treated  with  dilute  acids.  It  exists  in  the  dry 
tubers  to  the  extent  of  3'5  per  cent. 

The  alkaloid  resembling  beta'ine,  isolated  from  these  tubers 
by  A.  V.  Planta  a  few  years  ago  (see  Year-Booh  of  Pharviacy,  1891, 
1G4),  is  more  fully  descinbed  in  this  paper  under  the  name  sfachy- 
drine.  It  forms  colourless,  transparent,  delique.scent  crystals, 
melting  at  210°  C,  and  having  a  composition  represented  bj-  tlio 
formula  C7  H13  N  O2. 

Rauwolfia  Serpentina.  C.  J.  H.  Warden  and  C.  L.  Boso. 
{Pharm.  Journ  ,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  101-102.)  The  root  of  liauicolfia 
serpentina  has  been  previously  investigated  with  regard  to  its 
proximate  composition  by  one  of  the  authors,  who  noted  the 
presence  of  one  or  more  alkaloidal  principles.  The  pi-esent  paper 
deals  chiefly  with  the  reactions  and  physiological  properties 
of  an  alkah)id  for  wliicli,  pending  further  researches,  they  propose 
tlic  provisional  name  of  pseiulohrucine.  It  resembles  brucine  in 
many  respects,  but  differs  from  it  in  others.  The  foHowing  table 
shows  the  comparative  behaviour  of  the  two  alkaloids  towards 
reaefcnts : — 
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Reao:ent. 


Brncine. 


Cone,  sulph.  acid  con- 
taining a  trace  of  nitric 
acid. 

Cone,  hydroc.  acid  .     .     . 

Acetic  acid 

Cone,  nitric  acid     .     .     . 


Sulph.   acid   and  biclno- 
mate  of  potash. 

Suli)huric  acid  and  Mn  Oo. 

Chlorine 


Mereurous   nitr.ate,    witli 

sUght  excess  of  H  N  O3. 

Mayer's  reagent      .     .     . 

Nitric  acid  and  Sn  CIo. 

Sulphuric   acid   and    po- 
tassium nitrate. 


Sulphocyanide   of  potas- 
sium. 

Bichromate  of  potassium 
in  acetic  acid  solutiou. 


Platinic  chloride 


Auric  chloride    .     . 


Potassium  ferro-cyanide. 


Alcoholic       solution      of 
iodine. 


Pink. 


Colourless. 
Colourless. 
Scarlet,  soon  passing  into 
yellow. 


Yellow  with  tinge  of  red. 


Orange. 

Red :  colour  soon  dis- 
charged, decolorized 
by  ammonia. 

Pink  on  warming,  colour 
deei:)ens  on  standing. 

Pale  yellowish  ppt.,  fioc- 
culent. 

Purple  discharged  by  ex- 
cess of  both  reagents. 

Eed  changes  soon  into 
yellow. 


White  ppt.,  sol.  in  excess 
of  acetic  acid,  repptd. 
by  Na  H  0. 

Copious  yellow  ppt., 
with  difficulty  soluble 
in  large  excess  of  acetic 
acid. 

Thick  yellowish  floe, 
ppt.,  with  difficulty 
soluble  in  acetic  acid, 
but  with  exception  of  a 
few  flocks  completely 
soluble  in  Na  H  O. 

Dirty  white  floe,  ppt., 
soon  changing  to 
flesh  colour,  soluble  in 
excess  of  acetic  acid, 
but  insol.  in  Na  H  0. 

Light  yellow  ppt.,  soluble 
in  dilute  Ho  S  O4.  The 
presence  of  acetic  acid 
in  slight  excess  pre- 
vents precipitation. 

Alcoholic  solution  of 
alkaloi'l,  rosette  cry- 
stals. 


Alkaloid  suspected  to 
be  Brucine. 

Yellow. 


Y'ellow. 
I  Yellow. 

Scai'let,  does  not  become 

yellow  so  soon   as   the 

brucine,  but  only   after 

standing  for  some  time. 
Slight  purple,  not  unlike 

the  strychnia   reaction, 
I     but  not  so  marked. 
Violet  changing  to   dark 
{     brown. 
Eed  :  colour  not  so  soon 

discharged,    decolorized 

by  ammonia. 
Y'^ellow  on  warming,   but 

no  pink  colour. 
Pale  yellowish  ppt.,  floc- 

culent. 
No  purple  colour. 

Eed,  with  greenish  pur^Dle 
tint  at  the  edges  ;  red 
colour  deepens  on  stand- 
ing. 

White  ppt  ,  sol.  in  excess 
of  acetic  acid,  repptd. 
by  Na  H  O. 

Copious  yellow  ppt.,  with 
difficulty  sol.  in  largr; 
excess  of  acetic  acid. 

Thick  yellowish  floe, 
ppt.,  readily  sol.  in 
acetic  acid,  but  almost 
insoluble  in  Na  H  0. 


Beautiful  purplish  red 
ppt.,  soon  chaijging  to 
dirty  brown,  with  a 
green  tinge,  sol.  in  ex- 
cess of  acetic  acid,  but 
insol.  in  Na  H  0. 

Light  yellow  ppt.,  sol.  in 
dil.  H,,SO,.  The  pre- 
sence of  acetic  acid  in 
slight  excess  does  not 
prevent  precipitation. 

Alcoholic  sol.  of  alka'oid, 
no  crystalline  forms  on 
microscopic  examina- 
tion. 


K 
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Comparative  physiological  experiments  witli  pseudobrucine  and 
brucine  on  frogs  showed  the  former  to  be  weaker  and  slower  in 
its  action. 

The  authors  intend  to  determine  the  ultimate  composition,  etc., 
of  pseudobrncine  as  soon  as  they  are  satisfied  that  they  have 
obtained  it  in  the  pure  state. 

The  root  is  employed  as  a  domestic  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  a  large  number  of  affections,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  evidence 
to  indicate  that  it  is  supposed  to  possess  any  toxic  properties. 

Dioscorea  Batatas.  F.  W.  Me  ink.  (Amer.  Journ.  Fharm., 
March,  189o.)  This  plant  is  indigenous  to  Central  Asia,  and 
belongs  to  the  natural  order  of  DioscoreaccEe.  The  author's 
analysis  of  the  tubers  shows  the  presence  of  a  glacoside  in  ad- 
dition to  the  ordinary  plant  constituents. 

The  Tubers  of  Dioscorea  Species.  J.  M.  Maisch.  {Amer.  Journ. 
Fkarm.,  March,  1893.)  Heckel  and  Schlagdenhauffen  have  re- 
cently investigated  the  tubers  of  Dioscorea  hulhlfera  {Revue  des 
Sciences  natnr.  appL,  March,  1892),  and  ascertained  that  in  the 
Gaboon  country  of  tropical  Africa  the  aerial  tubers  are  looked 
upon  as  being  decidedly  poisonous,  while  in  other  French  colonies 
they  are  considered  inoffensive.  Their  investigation  shows  that 
the  aerial  tubers  procured  from  the  Gaboon  country  contain  a 
bitter  glucoside  possessing  poisonous  properties,  Avhile  the  under- 
ground tubers  are  entirely  free  from  this  toxic  principle.  In 
connection  with  this  subject  the  author  refers  to  the  detection 
of  a  glucoside  in  the  aerial  tubers  of  D.  Batatas  (preceding  ab- 
stract), and  suggests  a  further  investigation  to  determine  whether 
this  also  possesses  poisonous  properties.  He  also  gives  a  tabulated 
summary  of  the  results  of  analyses  hitherto  published  of  various 
species  of  Dioscorea. 

Phytolacca  Decandra.  II.  Trimble.  (Amer.  Journ.  Pharm., 
June,  IM'.;.)  A  concentrated  alcoholic  percolate  of  poke  root  was 
precipitated  by  water,  and  the  separated  precipitate  purified  by 
solution  in  alcohol  and  precipitation  by  chloroform  ;  this  pre- 
cipitate was  dis.solved  in  potassium  hydrate  solution  and  precipi- 
tated b}-  diluted  sulpliuric  acid,  then  dissolved  in  alcohol  and 
precipitated  by  ether.  The  dried  and  finished  product  was 
obtained  as  an  amorphous,  greyish,  seal}',  somewhat  glistening 
j)Owder,  which  caused  much  frothing  on  being  .shaken  with  water. 
Its  taste  was  slightly  bitter  and  acrid,  and  wlien  inhaled  it  acted 
as  a  sternutatory.  It  was  slightly  soluble  in  cold  and  boiling- 
water,  soluble  in  alcohol,  insoluble  in  ether  and  chloroform.    Acetic 
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acid  dissolved  it  with  tlio  aid  of  lieat,  and  formed  a  jelly  on 
cooling.  Alkalies  formed  with  it  soluble,  amorphous  compounds 
that  scaled  on  drying.  Sulphuric  acid,  when  concentrated,  dis- 
solved it  with  a  cherry-red  colour,  changing  to  violet  and  purple. 
On  the  application  of  heat,  the  substance  commenced  to  decompose 
at  about  208°  without  fusing,  and  at  a  higher  temperature  it  was 
consumed  without  leaving  an  appreciable  residue.  On  combustion 
numbers  were  obtained  corresponding  to  the  formula  C54  Hgo  O23 
for  the  substance  dried  in  an  air-bath  at  110°  C.  It  is  suggested 
that  this  constituent  is  probably  a  saponin. 

The  Activity  of  Male-Fern  (Aspidium  Filix  Mas).  R.  Kobert. 
(Pharm.  Post.,  1892,  1825.)  The  author  points  out  that  the  anthel- 
mintic action  of  this  drug  is  by  no  means  solely  due  to  the  filicic 
acid,  but  in  a  great  measure  also  to  the  volatile  oil  contained  in 
the  rhizome  and  also  in  the  fixed  oil  extracted  from  it. 

Taenicide  Action  of  Cascara  Sagrada.  J.  Stephens.  (Pharm. 
Zeitimg,  January  14tli,  1803.)  The  author  has  employed  a 
mixture  of  24  grams  of  fluid  extract  of  cascara  sagrada  with  100 
grams  of  syrup  of  orange  as  a  successful  remedy  for  tapeworm. 
It  is  given  in  doses  of  three  teaspoonfuls  to  adults  and  one  and  a 
half  teaspoonfuls  to  children. 

Cascara  Sagrada.  Isolation  of  the  Active  Principle.  M.  Le- 
prince.  (Comptes  Rendns,  cxv.  286-288.)  The  author's  inves- 
tigation of  the  bark  of  Bhamnus  Purshiana  has  led  to  the  isolation 
of  a  crystalline  constituent  of  the  composition  C^o  Hjo  0-,  which  he 
regards  as  the  active  principle,  and  for  which  he  suggests  the  name 
cascarin.  It  may  be  obtained  by  the  following  process.  The 
powdered  bai-k  is  treated  with  a  hot  solution  of  sodium  carbonate, 
the  infusion  neutralized  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  filtered,  and 
the  filtrate  evaporated  in  a  vacuum.  After  drying  the  residue  at 
60°  C,  it  is  extracted  with  acetone,  the  solution  acidulated  with 
dilute  sulphuric  acid  and  poured  into  a  large  quantity  of  hot  water. 
The  deposit  thus  formed  is  collected  after  twenty-four  hours  and 
purified  by  a  repetition  of  the  treatment  with  acetone,  etc.  The 
product  crystallizes  in  minute,  prismatic  needles  of  an  orange- 
yellow  colour,  free  from  odour  and  taste,  insoluble  in  water, 
.slightly  soluble  in  chloi^oform,  and  readily  so  in  alcohol,  in  mix- 
tures of  alcohol  and  ether,  and  in  aqueous  solutions  of  alkalies. 
These  alkaline  solutions  have  a  purplish -red  colour. 

The  Active  Constituent  of  Cascara  Sagrada.  Identity  of 
Cascarin  with  Rhamnoxanthin.  T.  L.  P  hip  son.  {Co7npte.< 
liendns,  cxv.  474.)     The  yellow  crystalline   principle  isolated  by 
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Leprince  fi'om  the  bark  of  Ehamnus  Pnrshiana,  and  described 
under  the  name  of  cascarin  (see  preceding  abstract),  is  regarded 
by  the  author  as  identical  with  rhamnoxantliin  obtained  by  him 
in  1858  from  the  bark  of  Iihamnus  Frangida,  and  first  observed  in 
the  latter  by  Buchner  in  1853.  • 

Mangrove  Bark.  (Kew  Bulletin,  cxx.  227.)  The  bark  of  the 
mangi-ovc  tree,  Bhizophora  mangle,  yields  33  per  cent,  of  extract 
and  25  per  cent,  of  a  characteristic  tannin,  giving  rise  to  the  for- 
mation of  an  insoluble  red  colouring  matter  on  boiling  with  dilute 
acids.  The  inspissated  juice  is  inferior  for  tanning  purposes  to 
gambier. 

Mangrove  Bark.  H.  Trimble.  (Pharw.  Jouni.,  February, 
1893.)  The  author's  examination  shows  this  bark  to  contain 
23'92  per  cent,  of  tannin  (equal  to  27T9  per  cent,  in  the  absolutely 
dry  bark),  12'04  per  cent,  of  moisture,  1"72  of  mucilage,  0'81  of 
glucose,  7'02  of  albuminoids,  4'27  of  starch,  27*49  of  cellulose, 
O'lO  of  ash  (containing  a  large  proportion  of  sodium  chloride), 
an  undetermined  quantity  of  red  colouring  matter,  and  traces 
of  fat  and  wax.  The  tannin,  which  is  the  most  important 
constituent,  has  a  comjiosition  corresponding  to  the  formula 
C25  H25  0||,  and  appears  to  be  identical  with  the  tannin  of  horse- 
chestnut,  rhatany,  and  toi'mentil,  and  possibly  also  with  that  of 
mimosa  or  wattle  bark. 

Paracoto  Bark.  0.  Wallach  and  T.  Rheindorff.  (Liebig's 
Annalen,  cclxxi.  300-308.)  In  the  course  of  the  extraction  of  the 
therapeutic  constituents  of  this  bark,  a  volatile  oil  is  obtained  as 
a  bye-product,  which  the  authors  find  to  be  composed  chiefly  of 
methyleugenol  and  a  lajvorotatory  sesquiterpene,  cadinene,  which 
has  also  been  observed  to  occur  in  the  oils  of  cubebs,  savin, 
cadinum,  betel,  camphor,  galbanum,  olibanum,  asafoetida,  patchouli, 
juniper,  and  coto-bark.  The  three  products  isolated  from  this  oil 
by  Jobst  and  Hesse  are  regarded  by  the  authors  as  mixtures. 

Geoffroya  Barks.  0.  Hiller-Bombien.  (Archiv  der  I'harvi., 
l^i92,  513-548 ;  Amer,  Journ.  Pharm.,  January,  1893.)  The  con- 
troversy regarding  the  origin  of  these  barks,  Avhich  were  used 
as  anthelmintics  during  the  last  and  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, was  never  decided,  but  was  gradually  forgotten  with  the 
omission  of  the  barks  from  the  various  Pharmacopoeias.  The 
"  grey  barks  "  of  the  time  were  derived  from  species  of  Geoffroya, 
and  the  "yellow  barks"  from  a  species  of  Xanfhoxylon.  Hiitten- 
schniied  in  1824  isolated  fi-om  the  "grey  bark  "  an  alkaloid  which 
he  called  ^^  surinamine,"  and  which  was  subsequently  also  known 
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as  geoifroyine.  From  the  "yellow  bark,"  which  he  believed  to  be 
the  produce  of  Geoff roya  Jamaicensls,  he  isolated  an  alkaloid  named 
''' jmnaicine" ,  which  however  Avas  subsequently  proved  to  be 
identical  with  herherine.  Following  the  directions  given  by 
Hiittenschmied,  the  author  was  able  to  pi-epare  surinaraine  from 
the  true  bark,  and  to  confirm  the  reactions  assigned  to  it.  Its 
composition  was  found  to  correspond  to  the  formula  C10H13NO3. 
On  further  examination  it  has  proved  to  be  identical  with  methyl- 
tyrosin,  with  avgeline  prepared  from  the  resin  of  Ferreira  spedabilis, 
and  with  rhatanine,  a  substance  extracted  from  a  commercial 
rhatany  extract,  which  in  all  probability  was  adulterated  with  an 
extract  from  a  species  of  Ferreira.  The  barks  of  Andira  inermis 
and  A.  antheliniintica  also  contain  this  principle,  which  the  author 
therefore  proposes  to  call  andirine  in  preference  to  the  names 
(surinamine,  geoifroyine,  rhatanine,  and  angeline)  previously  used 
for  it. 

Drimys  Chilensis.  0.  Witte.  (Bevue  internat.  de  Bib.  vied., 
1892,  984.)  The  author  has  obtained  from  the  bark  of  this  plant 
a  volatile  oil,  belonging  to  the  group  of  terpenes,  also  a  crystalline 
substance,  apparently  a  camphor. 

Cephalanthiis  Bark.  C.  Mohrberg.  {Chem.  Centr.,  1892,  ii. 
863  ;  Journ.  Ghem.  Soc,  February,  1893.)  By  extracting  cephal- 
anthus  bark  with  boiling  water  and  fractionally  precipitating  the 
extract  with  lead  acetate  in  three  fractions,  there  were  obtained, 
in  the  first,  cephalanthin  and  colouring  matters  ;  in  the  second, 
a  tannin  ;  and  in  the  third,  a  saponin.  But  the  greater  portion  of 
the  cephalanthin  is  contained  in  the  pressed  bark,  and  is  obtained 
by  boiling  this  with  lime  water,  precipitating  the  lime  with  car- 
bonic anhydride,  and,  finally,  the  cephalanthin  with  hydrochloric 
acid.  It  is  very  bitter,  even  in  dilution  of  1 :  15,000,  very  soluble 
in  alcohol,  ethyl  acetate,  ammonia,  and  soda,  slightly  in  hot  and 
cold  water,  ether,  and  chloroform,  not  at  all  in  benzol  and  light 
petroleum.     It  is  a  feeble  acid  of  the  composition  Coo  H34  O^. 

When  injected,  cephalanthin  acts  as  a  poison  dissolving  the 
blood  corpuscles,  the  colouring  matter  of  which  goes  into  the 
serum  and  the  urine  as  oxyhajmoglobin,  and  is  then  changed  into 
metha^moglobin.  ,  Cramp,  vomiting,  and  paralysis  appear,  and 
jaundice,  caused  by  an  enormously  increased  secretion  of  bile. 
Among  the  earlier  symptoms  are  movements  of  the  intestines, 
but  neither  the  heart,  vagus  nerve,  nor  vasomotor  system  is 
affected. 

The  cephalanthus  tannin  mentioned  above   is  a  reddish-yellow 
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powder,  soluble  in  alcohol  and  hot  water,  and  gives  a  o-i^een 
coloration  with  ferric  salts.  It  is  probably  a  mixture  of  "  true 
tannic  acid  "  with  another  substance,  the  cephalethin  of  Claasen. 
The  cephalanthus  saponin  is  a  poison  which  dissolves  the  blood 
corpuscles  ;  it  is,  however,  not  \ery  active. 

Laurelia  Aroniatica.  O.  Witte.  (Reime  internat.  de  Bib.  vied., 
1892,  984.)  The  bark  of  this  Chilian  tree  is  found  by  the  author 
to  contain  an  alkaloid  w^hich  he  proposes  to  name  laureline.  It  is 
somewhat  similar  in  its  reactions  to  atherospermine  and  also  to 
boldiue.  The  plants  from  which  these  alkaloids  have  been  ob- 
tained belong  to  the  order  Monimiacece,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  the  three  alkaloids  are  closely  related. 

Assay  of  Cinchona  Barks.  J.  H.  Schmidt.  (Chem.  Centr., 
1892,  ii.  940-917.  From  Fharm.  Centralhalle,  xxxiii.  594-595.) 
20  grams  of  air-dried,  finely  powdered  bark  are  treated  for  24 
hours  with  10  c.c.  of  10  per  cent,  ammonia,  20  c.c.  of  90  per  cent, 
alcohol,  and  170  c.c.  of  ether,  with  repeated  agitation.  100  c.c.  of 
the  liquid  is  then  placed  in  a  beaker,  27  c.c.  of  water  and  3-4  c.c. 
of  normal  hydrochloric  acid  added,  and  the  whole  set  aside  for 
24  hours  to  evaporate  spontaneously.  The  residual  liquid  is  then 
heated  on  the  water-bath  to  remove  alcohol  and  ammonia,  and 
neutralized  with  hydrochloric  acid.  If  the  liquid  is  too  acid,  the 
excess  must  be  neutralized  with  cinchonine,  not  with  ammonia  or 
pota.sh.  With  vei-y  rich  Ledgerlana  barks,  1-2  c.c.  of  acid  may  be 
necessary  for  the  complete  dissolution  of  the  alkaloids.  The 
supernatant  liquid,  which  amounts  to  about  15  c.c,  is  exposed  to 
the  air  in  order  to  precipitate  a  red  colouring  matter,  filtered  when 
clear,  2-3  gi-ams  of  Rochelle  salt  added,  heated  for  15  minutes  on 
the  water-bath,  and  then  set  aside  for  24  hours.  The  precipitated 
tartrates  are  then  collected  and  washed  by  suction,  with  the 
smallest  possible  quantity  of  water.  If  all  the  quinine  and 
cinchonidine  are  precipitated,  the  mother  liquor  will  not  give  any 
turbidity  when  warmed  with  liochelle  salt.  An  allowance  must 
be  made  of  O0008  gram  of  quinine  for  each  c.c.  of  mother  liquor, 
and  00004  gram  for  each  c.c.  of  wash  water.  The  tartrates  are 
then  dissolved  in  water  containing  hydrochloric  acid,  and  re- 
peatedly shaken  with  ether,  until  the  latter  is  no  longer  coloured. 
The  alkaloids  are  then  precipitated  with  soda,  and  extracted  by 
repeated  agitation  with  ether ;  the  ethereal  extract  being  evapor- 
ated, dried  at  100-110°,  and  weighed.  With  Cinchona  succirubra 
and  C.  officinalis,  the  residue  invariably  contains  cinchonidine,  but 
this   is  not  the  case  with   rich   Ledgeriana  bark.     Tlie  residue  is 
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therefore  treated  with  a  saturated  ethereal  solution  of  cinchonidine, 
Avhich  dissolves  the  quinine  only  ;  the  ethereal  extract  is  carefully 
decanted,  the  residue  washed  with,  a  few  c.c.  of  pure  ether  and 
again  weighed,  the  loss  of  weight  giving  the  amount  of  quinine. 
From  the  ethereal  solution  the  quinine  can  also  be  readily  obtained 
as  a  pure  tarti'ate,  and  its  amount  estimated  either  by  the  polari- 
.scope  or  b}'  De  Vrij's  method. 

The  Alleged  Value  of  Bilberry  Leaves  as  a  Remedy  in  Diabetes. 
F.  V.  Oefele.  (Pharm.  Zeituwj,  June  7th,  1898.)  The  author  is 
of  opinion  that  the  reported  efficacy  of  the  leaves  of  the  bilberry 
{Vaccinium  myrtillns)  is  based  on  erroneous  observations,  the  urine 
in  the  favourable  cases  reported  upon  having  been  tested  merely 
by  means  of  the  polariscope.  He  points  out  that  the  arbutin  con- 
tained in  the  leaves  renders  the  urine  Lnevorotatory,  thus  counter- 
acting the  dextro-rotatory  action  of  the  glucose.  In  order  to  draw 
sound  conclusions,  it  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  examine  the  urine 
with  Fehling's  solution  and  by  the  fermentation  test.  The  author 
thinks  that  an  improvement  in  the  patient's  general  health  may 
nevertheless  take  place  through  the  cheering  effect  produced  on 
his  mind  by  the  favourable  result  obtained  by  the  analyst  in  the 
sugar  estimation  by  the  optical  method. 

Coca  Leaves.  0.  Hesse.  (Liebig's  Annaleti,  cclxxi.  180-228.) 
In  this  paper  the  author  gives  a  resume  of  the  results  obtained  by 
Liebermann,  Einhorn,  Giesel,  himself  and  others  with  regard  to 
the  constituents  and  compounds  obtained  from  this  di'ug.  For 
particulars,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  original. 

Senecio  Ksempferi.  Y.  Shimoyama.  (Apotheker  Zeitung,  vii. 
-153.)  The  author  has  examined  the  leaves  of  this  .Japanese  ever- 
green plant,  and  has  found  them  to  contain  an  acid  crystalline 
principle  of  the  formula  C^  Hg  O2,  to  which  the  leaves  owe  their 
property  of  imparting  a  red  colour  to  the  skin.  A  full  descrip- 
tion of  the  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  this  constituent  are 
given. 

Verbena  Urticaefolia.  R .  ]\i.  M  c  F  a  r  I  a  n  d.  (Amer.  Journ.  Pharm. , 
August,  1892.)  The  leaves  of  this  plant  have  acquired  some  repu- 
tation in  domestic  practice,  as  a  tonic,  and  are  usually  administered 
in  the  form  of  a  decoction.  The  fresh  root  is  also  considered  to  be 
of  some  medicinal  value,  an  infusion  of  it  having  been  administered 
with  advantage  in  intermittent  fevers.  This  infusion,  like  the  root 
itself,  has  a  characteristic  bitter  taste.  The  author  has  subjected 
the  dried  root  to  an  analysis,  and  has  isolated  from  it  an  amorphous 
glucoside  possessing  the  bitter  taste  of  the  drug.     This  principle 
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may  be  obtained  by  extracting  the  drug  with  alcohol,  recovering 
the  solvent  by  distillation,  and  pouring  the  residue  into  acidulated 
water.  After  standing  a  short  time  the  mixture  is  filtered  and  the 
filtrate  repeatedly  agitated  with  ether,  and  subsequently  with 
chloroform,  the  latter  of  which  extracts  the  bitter  glucoside.  The 
ethereal  solution  contains,  in  addition  to  resin,  a  crystalline  acid 
principle. 

The  other  constituents  of  the  root  were  found  to  be  as  follows  : — 

Moisture 10-80  per  cent. 

Volatile  oil,  fat,  and  caoutchouc        .     0-91  ,, 

Eesiu         ......     0"55  ,, 

Mucilage 2-iO  „ 

Dextrin      ......     o"28  ,, 

Glucose 5-32  ,, 

Saccharose         .....     4'84  „ 

Pectin  and  albuminoids     .        .         .     3-84  ,, 

Starch 1'76  „ 

Cellulose,      ligniu,    and     incrusting 

matter        .....  iO-ol  „ 

Ash 13-82  „ 

Andromeda  Mariana.  A.  W.  Dowd.  (Amei-.  Joum.  Fharm.^ 
September,  lb92,  458.)  This  shrub,  popularly  known  as  "  stagger 
bush,"  belongs  to  the  natural  order  Ericacece,  and  grows  in  low, 
sandy  places,  throughout  New  Jersey  and  southward  near  the 
coast.     The  leaves  are  said  to  be  poisonous  to  cattle. 

The  author's  proximate  analysis  of  the  leaves  shows,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  plant  constituents,  the  presence  of  a  sweet  glucosidal 
principle,  which  is  probably  identical  with  the  andromedotoxin  so 
prevalent  in  poisoiu)us  plants  belonging  to  the  same  natural  order. 

Urecbites  Suberecta.  K.  Stockman.  (lievue  de  Clin,  et  de 
TherajJ.,  1892,  and  Med.  Chronicle,  February,  1893.)  Urechites 
.ncberecta  is  indigenous  to  Jamaica  and  other  West  Indian  islands, 
and  belongs  to  the  natui-al  order  ApoajHacece.  The  leaves  contain 
two  bitter  poisonous  glucosides,  urechitin  and  iirecliitoxin.,  which 
Jiave  been  examined  by  the  author  with  regard  to  their  physio- 
logical action.  The  former  (urechitin)  causes  vomiting,  muscular 
weakness,  and  reduction  of  the  heart's  action.  Urechitoxin  pro- 
duces similar  effects,  but  is  less  poi.sonous.  Both  arc  heart  poisons, 
similar  in  their  action  to  digitalin,  and  possessing  in  a  very  high 
degree  the  disadvantage  of  reducing  cumulative  eifects.  So  much 
is  this  the  case,  that  it  is  considered  improbable  that  Urechites 
snherecjd  will  ever  prove  of  much  value  as  a  cardiac  tonic. 

Genipa  Brasilieiisis.   W.  Kwasnik.    (C/<e»i.  Zen/.,  xvi.  109-110.) 
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The  crushed  fresh  leaves  of  this  pLant  were  repeatedly  extracted 
with  strong  alcohol  at  60° C,  and  the  united  extracts  filtered  and 
distilled.  The  residue  was  extracted  with  hot  water,  the  filtered 
solution  treated  with  lead  acetate,  and  subsequently  with  basic  lead 
acetate,  the  excess  of  lead  removed  from  the  ultimate  filtrate  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  the  clear  liquid  evaporated  to  the  con- 
sistence of  a  syrup.  A  crystalline  constituent  was  thus  obtained 
which,  on  examination,  proved  to  be  identical  with  mannite. 

Pernambuco  Jaborandi.  E.  M,  Holmes.  {Fharm.  Journ.,  3rd 
series,  xxiii.  IOCS.)  This  drug  is  the  produce  of  Pilocarpus 
JaboraniL,  a  species  distinct  from  P.  pennatifolms.  The  most 
marked  features  in  this  species  are  :  —  (I)  the  deciduous  pinkish- 
yellow  flowers  with  slender  pink  pedicels ;  (2)  the  less  quadrate, 
larger,  and  more  convex  carpels,  as  compared  with  those  of  P. 
pennatif alius;  (3)  the  more  leathery  leaflets,  with  elliptic  outline, 
unequal  base,  and  prominent  veinlets  on  the  upper  surface,  the 
leaflets  being  normally  in  four  pairs. 

As  the  leaves  of  P.  Jaborandi  are  known  to  yield  more  alkaloid 
than  the  Paraguay  plant,  the  former  only  should  be  official.  For 
pharmaceutical  purposes  the  leaves  are  described  as  follows  : — 

Leaves  coriaceous,  elliptical,  entire,  emarginate,  somewhat  rigid, 
10-15  cm.  long  by  2^-5  broad,  tapering  equally  towards  either 
end,  oblique  at  the  base,  with  the  veinlets  on  the  upper  surface 
distinctly  prominent. 

Paico.  {Rtipertoire  de  Fharm.,  March,  1893,  120.)  The  name 
paico  applies  to  a  Chilian  drug  consisting  of  the  flowering  tops  of 
Amhrina  ambrosioides  and  A.  chilensis.  It  is  administered  in  doses 
of  one  tablespoonful  of  an  elixir  prepared  by  mixing  an  alcoholic 
percolate  with  simple  syrup,  and  is  stated  to  be  valuable  in  chronic 
catarrh  of  the  stomach.  Its  therapeutic  properties  are  attributed 
to  an  aromatic  essential  oil  contained  in  it. 

Proportion  of  Ash  in  Marjoram  Leaves.  G.  Rupp.  (Pharm. 
Zeitung,  February  18th,  1893.)  The  author  finds  the  average 
proportion  of  ash  in  the  German  marjoi-am  herb  to  be  14'5,  includ- 
ing 2-5  per  cent,  of  sand,  and  that  in  the  French  drug  lG-5  per 
cent.,  including  3-0  per  cent,  of  sand.  The  ash  of  the  German 
herb  is  generally  richer  in  manganese  than  that  of  the  French, 
and  to  this  it  owes  its  greenish  colour. 

Composition  of  the  Tobacco  Plant.  R.  J.  Davidson.  {Virg. 
Stat.  Pal.,  1892,  No.  1-4.)  The  author  has  estimated  the  average 
proportions  of  moisture,  nitrogen,  and  ash  constituents  in  the  air- 
dried   leaves,   stems,  and  roots  of  four  varieties  of  tobacco,  and 
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finds  that  about  one-third  o£  the  fertilizing  constituents  are  con- 
tained in  the  roots  and  stems,  which  should  therefore  be  returned 
to  the  soil. 

Constituents  of  Arnica  Montana.  B.  Borner.  (Pharm.  Central - 
halle,  1892,  688.)  The  most  important  constituent  of  arnica  flowers 
is  arnicin,  Cj.t  H.^,^  Oo,  which  occui'S  in  them  to  the  extent  of  4 
per  cent.  It  forms  minute  yellow  or  reddish-yellow,  somewhat 
deliquescent  crystals,  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  acetone  and  benzol, 
insoluble  in  water  and  alkalies,  fusing  at  40°,  and  boiling  at  83°  C. 
In  addition  to  this  the  flowers  contain  malic  acid,  dextrose,  and 
fatty  matters  composed  of  the  glycerides  of  lauric  and  palmitic 
acids,  with  a  small  quantity  of  a  hydrocarbon  of  the  marsh  gas 
series,  crystallizable  from  acetone  in  pearl}'  scales  and  fusing  at 
60°  C. 

Constituents  of  Insect  Powder.  F.  Schlagdenhauffen  and 
E.  Reeb.  {Pharm.  Zeitung,  1892,  374.)  In  continuing  their 
investigations,  the  authors  obtained,  by  distilling  Dalmatian  insect 
powder  with  steam,  a  pale  yellow  oil  of  a  chamomile-like  odour,  in 
which  was  suspended  a  small  quantity  of  a  crystalline  substance. 
The  aqueous  distillate  contained  formic,  acetic,  and  propionic  acids, 
and  another  organic  acid,  which  was  found  to  be  poisonous,  called 
chrysanthemic  acid ;  the  sodium  salt  of  this  acid  was  insoluble  in 
alcohol.  The  residue  from  the  distillation  was  found  to  still  have 
toxic  properties ;  by  extracting  this  residue  with  petroleum  ether, 
evaporating,  dissolving  in  alcohol,  neutralizing  with  potash,  evapo- 
luting  to  dryness,  taking  np  with  water,  filtering,  acidifying  the 
filtrate  with  tartaric  acid,  extracting  with  ether,  and  evaporating 
the  ethereal  solution,  another  poisonous  acid,  'pyretlirotoxic  acid,  Avas 
obtained  as  a  yellow,  uncrystallizable,  soft  mass,  which  proved 
to  be  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  chloroform,  petroleum  ether,  benzol, 
acetic  ether,  and  acetone.  Caucasian  insect  powder  yielded  almost 
identical  results. 

The  Toxicity  of  the  Yew.  F.  J.  M.  Stuart  Wortley.  {Pharm. 
Jouni.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  183.)  The  author  expresses  the  belief 
that  the  actual  poisonous  principle  of  the  yew  has  not  yet  been 
definitely  determined.  He  also  describes  some  experiments 
undertaken  with  a  view  to  testing  the  theory  that  the  male  plant 
is  poisonous,  whilst  the  female  yew  is  harmless,  to  cattle.  Aix-- 
dried  and  powdered  leaves  from  each  wei-e  treated  with  ether  to 
remove  chloi-ophyll,  wax,  etc.,  and  an  alcoholic  extract  Avas  pre- 
pared from  the  residue.  This  extract  was  subsequently  macerated 
with  water,  and  the  filtered  aqueous   solution   used  in  the  experi- 
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raents.  It  was  found  that  taxirie  is  contained  cliiefly,  or  entirely, 
in  the  male  yew. 

Vaccinmm  Vitis-Idsea.  Dr.  Smirnoff.  (Bull,  de  Therap., 
189:2,  470.)  The  autlior  confirms  the  value  of  the  cowberry  plant 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  rheumatism.  He  has  employed  it  in 
the  form  of  a  decoction  of  the  whole  plant  made  in  the  proportion 
of  30  to  GO  grams  to  500  c.c.  of  water. 

Gymnocladus  Canadensis.  J.  H.  Martin.-  (Amer.  Joum.  Pharm., 
Xoveniber,  1892.)  This  tree  is  known  in  Canada  and  the  Northern 
States  as  cMcot  or  stump  tree,  and  in  Pennsylvania  and  southward 
as  the  Kentucky  coffee  hean  and  Kentucky  magnolia.  It  reaches 
the  height  of  50  to  100  feet.  The  bark  of  the  trunk  is  thick 
and  scaly,  and  the  outer  portion  can  be  easily  removed.  The 
wood  is  dense,  of  a  rose  colour,  and  admits  of  a  high  polish;  it 
is  therefore  used  extensively  for  furniture.  The  leaves  when 
green  are  steeped  in  water  and  used  as  a  fly  poison.  The  pods, 
when  preserved  like  those  of  tamarind,  are  said  to  have  a  slight 
aperient  effect.  The  roasted  beans  are  used  as  a  substitute  for 
coffee.  The  immature  beans,  however,  are  stated  to  possess  toxic 
properties,  paralyzing  the  centre  of  respiration,  lowering  the  blood 
pressure,  and  increasing  the  nerve  sensibility.  On  submitting 
various  paints  of  the  tree  to  proximate  analysis,  no  indications  of 
the  presence  of  an  alkaloid  could  be  obtained.  The  physiological 
activity  of  the  plant  seems  to  be  due  to  saponin,  which  was  found 
in  all  the  parts  examined. 

Anagallis  Arvensis.  G.  Daccomo  and  D.  Tommasi.  (Revue 
de  Therap.,  lix.  470.)  The  authors  find  that  this  plant  contains  a 
ferment  analogous  in  its  action  to  pepsin  and  pancreatin.  It  is 
without  action  upon  starch,  and  can  be  isolated  from  the  plant 
in  the  form  of  a  white  amorphous  substance  soluble  in  water. 
The  authors  attribute  to  this  ferment  the  property  of  the  plant 
of  destroying  fleshy  growths  and  even  horny  warts  by  local 
applications. 

Epipliegus  Virginiana.  A.  C.  Koeppen.  {Amer.  Joum.  F harm., 
June,  189o.)  This  American  plant,  commonly  called  "  beech 
drop,"  is  parasitic  on  the  roots  of  the  beech  tree.  Its  medical 
properties  are  regarded  as  astringent  and  depurative.  The  author's 
chemical  examination  of  it  shows  the  presence  of  a  glucoside,  an 
alkaloid,  and  a  crystalline  organic  acid,  together  with  tannin,  resm, 
mucilage,  sugars,  and  fat. 

Solidago  Rugosa.  W.  P.  Oberhauser.  (Amer.  Joum.  Pharm., 
March,  1893.)     A  quantity  of  the  plant  was  collected  during  the 
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flowering  season,  and  after  careful  drying  submitted  to  analysis, 
with  the  following  results  : — 

rer  cent. 
Volatile  oil      .         .         .         .         .         •         •     0996 

Fixed  oil 2-210 

Wax 0-906 

Caoutchouc 1-330 

Chloiophjll  and  resin 4-244 

Mucilage l-'JOO 

Dextrin 10-200 

Sugar 0-666 

Pectin 0-640 

Calcium  oxalate 0-135 

luulin 0-690 

Pararabiu 1*000 

Liguin 4-090 

Incrusting  matter 8-580 

Cellulin 8'230 

Undetermined  extractive        ....     9-895 

Tannin 2-700 

Moisture 9-710 

Ash 19-050 

Loss 11-958 

A  search  for  glucosides  and  alkaloids  gave  negative  results. 

The  volatile  oil  distilled  from  the  flowei'S  was  coloui-less,  and 
had  a  specific  gravity  of  08486  at  15°  C. ;  that  from  the  leaves 
was  straw-coloured,  and  had  a  specific  gravity  of  0-8502.  Both 
boiled  at  130°  C,  and  contained  a  large  proportion  of  terpene. 
The  odour  was  similar  to  that  of  oil  of  origanum. 

Aplopappus  Clareta.  {Lancet,  1241.)  This  Chilian  plant  is 
very  favoui-ably  reported  upon  as  a  remedy  for  gonorrhcpa  and 
gleet.  It  is  administered  in  the  form  of  an  extract,  which  is 
dissolved  in  twenty  to  forty  times  its  weight  of  water,  and  the 
solution  given  in  doses  of  one  to  two  tablespoonfuls. 

Jurubeba.  Solanum  Paniculatum.  D.  Freire.  {Chem.  ami 
Drugg.,  May  27th,  1893.)  This  South  American  drug  has  been 
examined  by  the  author,  who  isolated  from  it  an  alkaloid  and  two 
resinoid  principles.  The  alkaloid — jurubebine— when  injected  in 
very  minute  quantities  into  a  small  bird,  produces  marked  tetanic 
convulsions,  ending  in  death.  Of  the  resinoid  substances,  jupebe- 
bine  has  an  extremely  purgative  action,  such  as  that  of  podo- 
phyllin,  which  it  closely  resembles.  The  second,  jupebin,  is  non- 
active.  The  author  finds  that  the  poisonous  alkaloid  occurs  chiefly 
in  tilt'  leaves. 

Adonis  Vernalis.     E.  Merck.     (Jahrcshericht  for  1892.)     The 
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author  has  isolated  from  this  plant  a  ci'ystalline  constituent  of  the 
formula  C-HjqO-,  for  which  he  suggests  the  name  adonite.  Ac- 
cording to  experiments  carried  out  by  R.  Kobert,  it  does  not  seem 
to  possess  any  marked  physiological  properties.  It  fuses  at  102°  C, 
has  a  slightly  sweet  taste,  is  very  soluble  in  water,  and  optically 
inactive. 

Sophora  Secundiflora.  {Pharm.  Joum.  From  Keiv  Bulletin,  Ixix. 
210.)  The  Sojjhora  secundiflora  (nat.  ord.  Legutninosce)  is  a  small 
tree  or  shrub  of  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas,  and  forms  dense  thickets 
on  the  borders  of  streams.  Its  wood  is  heavy,  hard,  close-grained, 
and  of  an  orange  colour  streaked  with  red.  The  leaves  and  seeds 
are  said  to  produce  tetanus  in  animals  eating  them,  and  a  whole 
pod  to  be  sufficient  to  kill  a  man.  The  seeds,  which  are  stated  to 
contain  an  exceedingly  poisonous  alkaloid,  sopliorine,  are  used  by 
Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  San  Antonio  to  produce  intoxica- 
tion, half  a  seed  producing  exhilaration,  which  is  followed  by 
sleep  lasting  two  or  three  days. 

Mosula  Japonica.  Y.  Shimoyama  and  H.  Ono.  (Apotheker 
Zeitung,  vii.  439-4-iO.)  Mosula  japonica  is  a  Japanese  plant  be- 
longing to  the  order  Labiata^.  It  has  a  characteristic  thymol-like 
odour,  due  to  the  presence  of  an  essential  oil,  of  which  it  yields 
2"I3  per  cent.  The  authors  have  examined  this  oil,  and  find  it  to 
have  a  specific  gravity  of  0'820  at  17*5°  C,  to  be  Itevorotatory, 
and  to  contain  44  per  cent,  of  thymol. 

Medicinal  Plants  of  Brazil.  T.  Peckolt.  (Pharm.  Rundschau. 
Pharm.  Joum.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  429-430.)  The  following  plants 
are  discussed  in  this  paper  : — 

Amaryllidacece,  Alstrcemeria  caryophyllata,  A.  Ctmha,  A.  monti- 
cola,  Bomarea  salsilloides,  B.  spectahilis,  Fourcroya  Gubensis,  F. 
gigantea. 

Ii-idaceo',,  Alophia  Selluviana,  Cipura  paludosa,  Cypella  coirulea, 
G.  Northiana,  Lanshergia  cathartica,  L.  juncifolia,  L.  purgans,  L. 
Caracasana,  Folia  Bonariensis,  Sisyrinchium  galaxoides. 

Xyridacece,  Abolhoda  Brasiliensis,  A.  Poarchon. 

For  particulars,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  original  paper. 

Agave  Americana.  G.  Michaud  and  J.  F.  Tristan.  (Amer. 
Ghem.  Joum.,  xiv.  548-550.)  This  plant  is  extensively  grown  in 
Mexico  for  the  siake  of  the  juice  of  the  stalk,  from  which  a  fer- 
mented intoxicating  drink  called  p^dque  is  made.  The  author's 
have  isolated  the  .saccharine  constituent  of  this  plant,  which  they 
describe  under  the  name  "  agavose,"  and  find  to  have  a  composition 
represented  by  the  formula  CioHooOn.     It  is  optically  inactive. 
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reduces  Fehling's  solution,  and  yields  a  laevogyre  sugar  on  in- 
version. 

Morrenia  Brachystephana.  MM.  Del  Area  and  Sicardi. 
(Semaine  Med.,  July,  1892.)  This  plant  grows  in  the  Argentine 
Republic,  where  it  is  known  as  tasi,  and  belongs  to  the  order 
Asclepia'lace(je.  It  is  reported  to  be  an  excellent  galaetagogue,  the 
root,  leaves,  and  fruit  being  employed  in  the  form  of  an  infusion 
or  decoction. 

Galaetagogue  Eemedies.  Miss  Grinievv-itch.  (Bull.  gen.  de 
Thcrap.,  August  oOth,  1892.)  The  authoress'  investigation  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  herb  of  Galega  officinalis  (goat's  rue),  the 
nettle,  cumin,  anise,  and  fennel  are  reliable  galactagogues,  theii" 
activity  being  in  the  order  named.  No  undesirable  effect  was 
observed  from  these  remedies,  either  upon  the  Avomen  while 
taking  the  medicine,  nor  the  children  whom  they  nursed.  The 
milk  was  normal  in  density,  a  slight  increase  of  fat  being  noticed. 
The  herbs  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  extract,  while  anise  and 
the  other  fruits  may  be  taken  in  powder  in  doses  of  1  gram,  from 
twice  to  five  times  a  day. 

Some  Medicinal  Products  from  the  Straits  Settlements.  E.  Lf . 
Holmes.  (I'hann.  Journ.,  ord  series,  xxiii.  388-390.)  J^jo/i. — 
Under  this  name,  which  signifies  poison,  various  compounds  are 
employed  for  poisoning  arrows  in  different  provinces  of  the  Straits 
.Settlements.  In  Perak  there  are  two  tribes  of  aboi-igines  who 
use  arrow-poison ;  viz.,  the  Semangs  in  the  north,  and  the  Sakais 
in  the  south.  The  Semangs  and  the  Sakais,  living  in  the  plains, 
employ  the  poisonous  milky  juice  of  Antiaris  toxicaria,  which  they 
call  ipoh  kayu  (i.e.,  tree  poison).  The  Sakais  of  the  hills  use  a 
poison  prepared  from  three  hill  plants  known  as  ipoh  aker  (i.e., 
I'oot  poison),  prual,  and  aker  lampong.  An  interesting  account 
of  the  mode  of  preparation  of  these  poisons  was  published  by  L. 
Wray  in  the  Keiv  Bulletin  for  November,  1891,  and  will  be  found 
reprinted  in  the  present  paper. 

An  examination  of  herbarium  specimens  of  the  ipoh  aker  and 
aker  lampong  has  satisfied  the  author  that  they  both  belong  to  the 
genus  Htrychnos,  and  probably  constitute  two  distinct  species.  As 
to  the  prual,  the  material  under  investigation  was  not  sufi^icient 
to  determine  its  botanical  source,  but  it  seems"  certain  that  it  is 
not  a  Strychnos.  The  two  species  of  Strychnos  referred  to  have 
been  examined  with  regard  to  their  physiological  properties  by 
R.  Stocknuin,  who  finds  that  thoy  resemble  digitalis  in  their  action 
on   the   heart,   and   do   not  produce  the    characteristic    effects  of 
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Strychnos  Nnx-vomica.  The  authoi"  calls  attention  to  this  observa- 
tion as  a  point  ol'  special  interest,  since  no  species  of  Oriental 
Stryclmos  has  hitherto  been  shown  to  differ  essentially  in  action 
from  nux-vomica.  An  account  of  Dr.  Stockman's  physiological 
experiments  will  be  found  in  I'harm.  Journ.,  May  20th,  1893, 
945-946. 

Minyalc  Plang. — This  product  may  be  called  piano-  oil,  the  Malay 
word  minyak  signifying  oil.  it  is  a  dai-k-brown  viscid  liquid, 
exuding  from  incisions  in  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree 
which  is  moi-e  than  one  hundred  feet  in  height.  An  examination 
of  the  herbarium  specimen  sent  by  L.  Wray  leads  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  tree  belongs  to  the  Aiiacardiacece,  and  that  it  is  a 
new  species  and  possibly  even  a  new  genus ;  but  in  the  absence 
of  specimens  of  the  ripe  fruit,  no  definite  opinion  could  be  arrived 
at.  The  oil  is  in  great  repute  among  the  natives  as  a  cure  for 
skin  diseases,  particularly  psoriasis,  pityriasis,  and  ichthyosis, 
which  are  known  by  the  Malayan  name  of  "  kurap."  It  is  of  the 
consistence  of  liquid  storax,  and  has  comparatively  little  odour. 
It  mixes  readily  with  i-ectified  spirit  of  wine,  forming  a  dark- 
brown  solution.  Rubbed  on  the  skin  in  its  pure  state  it  produces 
a  greasy,  but  not  a  stick}'  sensation. 

Milor. — Under  this  name  a  whitish  bark  with  an  odour  of 
coumarin,  and  a  herbarium  specimen  of  the  plant  in  flower,  have 
been  received.  According  to  L.  Wray,  it  is  a  climbing  plant 
which  grows  on  the  hills,  and  is  apparently  one  of  the  Apocynacece. 
The  bark  and  leaves  have  a  sweet  scent,  and  are  employed  by  the 
natives  as  a  perfume.  The  flowers  are  white.  The  author  con- 
siders the  plant  to  be  an  unnamed  variety  of  Alyxia  stellata,  and 
the  fragrance  of  the  bark  to  be  due  to  coumarin. 

Itah  Temhaga. — The  root  of  this  plant  is  employed  as  an  aphro- 
disiac by  the  Malays.  The  plant  yielding  it  has  been  identified 
as  Smilax  calophylla. 

Itah  Visi. — The  root  of  this  plant  is  used  for  the  same  purpose 
as  the  Itah  temhaga,  but  is  said  to  be  more  eflicacious.  It  is  the 
produce  of  Smilax  my osoti flora. 

Aher  Sindarah. — The  root,  as  implied  by  the  name  aker,  is  the, 
part  employed  in  medicine  by  the  Malays  and  aborigines.  It  is 
used  in  the  form  of  an  infusion  to  produce  abortion.  The  plant 
belongs  to  the  natural  order  Anonacece,  and  corresponds  with 
Goniothalamus  m acrophyllus. 

Buah  Slisis. — The  herbarium  specimen  of  this  plant  sent  by  L. 
Wray  proves  to  be  Ocinum  hasiUcum.     The  seed,  which  is  the  part 
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used,  is  employed  in  the  treatment  of  dysentery  and  diarrhoea. 
It  has  the  property  of  forming  a  mucilage  with  a  large  quantity 
of  water. 

Biali. — This  drug  consists  of  leaves  said  to  be  used  as  a  substi- 
tute for  opium.  They  are  supposed  to  be  derived  from  a  Rubi- 
aceous  plant  of  the  genus  Nauclea. 

Sintoh. — This  is  the  prepared  stem  of  a  climber,  which  is  used 
as  a  substitute  for  soap.  The  drug  consists  of  a  dark-brown 
fibrous  mass,  closely  resembling  the  preparation  used  for  a  similar 
purpose  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  which  is  obtained  from  the 
roots  and  stems  of  Entada  scandens  (Legnminosce). 

Kulit  Laicang  (i.e.,  hidit,  bark;  laivang,  clove).- — This  name  is 
usually  applied  to  barks  having  an  odour  or  flavour  of  cloves. 
The  specimen  examined  had,  however,  a  flavour  of  sassafras 
rather  than  cloves.  The  name  Kulit-lawang  appears  to  be  loosely 
employed  in  the  East  Indies  to  describe  various  barks  of  trees 
derived  from  the  genus  Cinnamomum.  The  herbarium  specimen 
received  with  the  bark  had  neither  flowers  nor  fruit,  but,  so  far  as 
could  be  determined  fi'om  the  leaves  alone,  it  probably  belonged 
to  Cinnamomum  vimineum. 

Sideroxylon  Sp. — The  herbarium  specimens  received  under  this 
name  were  apparently  derived  from  Sideroxylon  Malaccense, 
natural  order  Sapofacece,  The  wood  of  this  tree  is  exported  into 
Bombay,  and  used  to  give  a  flavour  resembling  that  of  rum  to 
spirits  and  liqueurs.     The  plant  is  said  to  yield  an  inferior  gutta. 

Pambotano.  (Merck's  Bulletin,  1892,  253.)  The  Mexican 
remedy  known  as  pambotano  is  stated  by  H.  Baillon  to  be 
obtained  fi'om  Calliandra  Houstoni,  belonging  to  the  Mimosce.  It 
is  a  powerful  astringent,  owing  its  properties  to  the  pi-esence  of  a 
peculiar  tannin  which  shares  with  the  tannin  of  Calliandra  grandi- 
fiora  the  characteristic  feature  of  turning  red  on  exposure  to  tlie 
air. 

The  Active  Constituents  of  GrindeliaRobusta.  A.  Schneegans. 
(Phann.  Juurn.,  ord  series,  xxiii.  72.)  The  contradictory  state- 
ments that  have  been  published  concerning  the  active  principles 
of  Grindelia  robuda  have  led  the  author  to  re-investigate  this 
plant.  Rademacker,  in  1876,  found  in  Grindelia  an  alkaline  body, 
wliich  he  obtained  in  a  crystalline  form,  also  a  crystalline  acid 
capable  of  forming  salts  with  bases.  In  1888,  Libby  obtained 
fi-om  the  same  plant  several  resins,  one  of  which  had  an  acid 
reaction.  In  the  same  year,  W.  H.  Clark  treated  both  (7.  ruhnsta 
and    G.  squarrosa   according    to    Dragendorif's  method  for    plant 
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analysis,  and  obtained  a  body  reacting  like  a  glucoside,  and 
which  appeared  to  be  of  the  nature  of  a  saponin,  but  did  not  give 
the  characteristic  red  colour  of  saponin  with  concentrated  sul- 
phuric acid.  This  body  had  a  weak  acid  reaction.  Another 
substance  was  also  found  by  him,  giving  a  reaction  for  alkalies 
with  oi'dinary  alkaloidal  precipitants,  but  which  could  not  be 
isolated,  treatment  with  alkali  and  extraction  with  ether  yielding 
only  a  neutral  body  not  giving  a  precipitate  with  alkaloidal  re- 
agents. J.  L.  Fischer,  in  1888,  obtained  an  alkaloidal  substance 
and  prepared  its  sulphate  in  a  crystalline  form.  The  author 
obtained  a  saponin  consisting  of  two  glucosides,  one  precipitated 
by  the  acetate  and  the  other  by  subacetate  of  lead,  both  of  which 
differ  from  the  saponins  of  Quillaia  bark  and  Senega  in  having  a 
slight  acid  reaction.  The  reaction  in  the  glucoside  precipitate  by 
acetate  of  lead  is  very  weak,  and  may  be  due  to  contamination 
with  the  glucoside  precipitated  by  the  subacetate  of  lead.  The 
author  also  detected  the  presence  of  an  alkaloid,  but  in  very 
small  quantity. 

Paris  Guadr if olia.  H.  Baillon.  (Pharm.Jonrn.  'From  Merck's 
Bulletin,  1892,  312.)  The  author  states  that  the  botanical,  physio- 
logical, and  chemical  study  of  the  Parisette  {Paris  quadrifolia) 
lias  of  late  been  again  taken  up.  The  plant  has  been  shown  to 
contain  a  glucoside  called  Paridine  (C32H5gOi4),  decomposable 
by  alcohol  and  hot  hydrochloric  acid  into  Paridol  and  glucose. 
Another  glucoside,  Paristyphine  (Cgg  Hg^  Ojg),  has  been  discovered 
by  Walz.  F.  Heim,  who  is  now  conducting  a  research  on  the 
subject,  considers  that  extracts  of  the  plant  contain  one  or  more 
alkaloids,  as  well  as  glucosides,  and  A.  Gautier  has  described  a 
inethod  for  extracting  both  at  once.  As  a  medicine,  Parisette 
acts  on  the  respiratory  centres,  and  also  affects  the  muscles  in  a 
similar  manner  to  curare.  Its  action  on  the  pupil  resembles  that 
of  the  Calabar  bean  in  being  antagonistic  to  belladoima.  C.  Richet 
compares  its  properties  with  those  of  aconite,  for  which  it  may 
sometimes  serve  as  a  substitute.  The  leaves  are  the  least  active 
parts  of  the  plant,  whilst  the  seed  possesses  no  activity.  The 
rhizome  is  moi-e  active  in  autumn  than  at  other  times.  The  fruit 
also  is  then  fully  matured  and  best  fit  for  use. 

Constituents  of  Chimaphilla  Umbellata  (C.  Maculata).  J.  C. 
Peacock.  {Amer.  Journ.  Pharm.,  1S92,  295.)  Chimaphilin, 
which  can  be  obtained  from  all  parts  of  this  plant,  crystallizes  in 
yellow  needles  fusing  at  113-114°  C,  and  having  a  composition 
corresponding  to  the  formula  C24  Hgi  O4.     On  heating  beyond  the 
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melting-point  they  sublime  without  undergoing  any  decomposition. 
They  are  soluble  in  alcohol,  chloroform,  ether,  benzol,  petroleum 
ether,  and  acetic  acid.  They  have  but  little  taste,  but  produce  a 
tino-ling  sensation  on  the  tongue  and  fauces.  The  author  finds 
that,  in  addition  to  chimaphilin,  this  plant  contains  three  other 
crystalline  constituents  differing  in  their  physical  and  chemical 
properties  from  all  hitherto  known  constituents  of  members  of 
the  Ericaced'. 

Basic  Constituents  of  Vicia  Sativa.  E.  Schulze.  (Zeitsch\ 
fiir  pliysiol.  Chem.,  xvii.  193-216.)  The  seedlings  of  this  plant 
were  found  to  contain  the  following  nitrogenous  bases  : — Aspara- 
gine,  glutamine,  leucine,  phenylalanine,  traces  of  tyrosine,  besidcs^ 
guanidine,  choline,  and  beta'ine.  The  nngerminated  seeds  also 
contain  viscine,  but  this  disappears  during  the  progress  of  ger- 
mination. 

Plants  capable  of  yielding  Tanning  Materials,  v.  E.  Mafat. 
(Absti-act  of  a  prize  essay  in  Journ.  Soc.  Chem.  Incl.,  July,  1892.) 
Algarobilla. — The  pods  of  different  species  of  Prosojris,  containing' 
60-65  per  cent,  of  tannin ;  importsd  from  South  America,  par- 
ticularly Chili. — Leguminosai. 

Alder  {Betula  Alnus). — In  Europe  Ahius  glutinosa  and  Alnus 
firma,  and  in  Japan  Alnus  finna,  are  indigenous.  The  bark, 
leaves,  and  fruit  contain  13  to  15  per  cent,  of  tannin ;  the  36  per 
cent,  given  by  some  authorities  may  be  doubted.  The  Japanese 
alder  contains  25  per  cent,  of  tannin,  and  colours  tlie  leather  but 
little;  the  European  alder  is  used  in  Russia,  and  gives  a  deep 
colour. — Betulacece. 

'"'' Arhousier"  (^Arbutus  UneJo)  grows  in  Europe;  its  leaves  are 
used  for  tanning  in  Asia  Minor,  and  contain  as  much  as  36"4  per 
cent,  of  tannin. — Ericacece. 

''  Airelle-myrtille"  {Vaccinimn  Mijriillus). — This  plant,  more 
commonlj^  known  as  bilberry,  is  abundant  in  France,  Germany, 
and  England.  Its  tannin  is  rapid  in  its  action,  and  3'5  kilos,  of 
the  dried  and  ground  plant  will  make  1  kilo,  of  sole  leather  in  a 
short  time.  The  plant  is  best  pruned  like  sumac,  the  leaves  are 
not  affected  by  moisture  when  gathered,  which  cannot  be  said  of 
oak  bark. — Ericacew. 

Alcornoque  (Botcdichia  virgilioides)  is  South  American;  the 
root,  wood,  bai'k,  and  leaves  contain  tannin. — Legumiiioscv. 

Acaciii. — Various  species  of  acacia  yield  the  fruit  or  pods  known 
as  balibabalah,  cassia  grains  ("grain  de  cassier"),  bablah,  neb- 
neb,  and  Indian  pods  ("gousses  de  Flnde").     Bablahs  were  first 
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imported  into  Europe  in  1830  as  a  mordant ;  the  percentage  of 
tannin  in  them  is  from  25-32,  according  to  species.  The  export- 
ing countries  are  India,  Egypt,  Nubia,  Syria,  Arabia,  Senegal, 
and  Mauritius.  Acacia  extract  contains  a  strong  free  acid,  a 
tannin  analogous  to  that  of  nut  galls,  and  a  large  quantity  of  a 
calcium  salt. — Leguminosce. 

Andromeda. — Several  species  grow  in  Lapland  and  North 
America,  where  they  are  known  as  "sour- tree."  The  wood  con- 
tains 4-8  per  cent,  and  the  leaves  10  per  cent,  of  tannin. — 
JEricacece. 

Birch  contains  a  tannin  in  wood,  bark,  and  leaves,  which  colours 
iron  salts  green.  Davy  gives  1"675  per  cent,  as  the  tannin  con- 
tents ;  Villon,  3  per  cent. ;  Fraas,  5'32  per  cent. — Betulacece. 

Bennet  (Geum  urhaimm)  is  wild  in  Central  and  Southern 
Europe ;  its  roots,  leaves,  and  flowers  are  astringent,  and  accord- 
ing to  Tromsdorff  contain  42  per  cent,  of  tannin  free  from  gallic 
acid ;  others,  however,  give  4  per  cent,  in  the  whole  plant. — 
Bosacece. 

Bistort  (Bolygonum  Bistoria)  contains  in  its  roots,  stem,  flowei-s, 
and  leaves  "  bistortannic  acid "  and  a  yellow  colouring  matter 
assimilable  by  hides ;  it  haunts  the  marshy  land  of  Southern 
France. — Polygonacecv. 

"  Behen  rouge  "  {Stati'ce  latlfolia)  grows  in  Persia,  the  Caucasus, 
etc.  Its  roots  are  used  in  Southern  Russia  as  tan  for  skins,  to 
which  it  imparts  a  dull,  ochreous,  red  colour. — Phimbaginacece. 

^'  Bois  doux"  (Liga  vera,  etc.)  is  a  tree  of  Mexico,  Guadeloupe, 
and  the  Indies,  where  it  is  known  as  cooroocoopully ;  its  wood  and 
bark  are  tanniferous. — Leguminosce. 

BauJdnia  (Bauhinia  variegata)  grows  in  the  Antilles  and  Central 
America ;  its  wood  and  bark  contain  tannin. — Leguminosce. 

Bearberry  (Arbutus  TJva-ursV)  grows  in  France,  Italy,  Spain,  and 
Russia,  and  contains  14  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  its  leaves  according 
to  some  authorities,  and  36"4  per  cent,  according  to  others. — 
Ericctcece. 

Oak  (Quercus). — There  are  seventy  to  eighty  species  of  oak, 
comprising  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  varieties,  about  half 
of  which  inhabit  the  old  and  half  the  new  world.  The  hard 
oak  dominates  in  Europe,  and  of  its  two  varieties,  Q^ierats  pedun- 
culata  and  Quercus  sessilijiora,  the  latter  has  the  bark  which  is 
I'icher  in  quercitannic  acid.  Of  other  oaks  the  following  are 
given: — Q.  Tauza,  8  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  its  bark;  Q.  Cerris 
(hairy-cupped  oak),  10  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark;   Q.  Ilex  (ever- 
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green  oak),  10  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark;  Q.  Saber  (cork  oak), 
10  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark ;  Q.  Ballota,  10  per  cent,  of  tannin 
in  bark ;  Q.  mirhehi,  12  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark ;  Q.  coccifera 
(kermes  oak),  15  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark;  Q.  JEgilops 
(valonia),  8  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark;  Q.  infedoria ;  Q. 
glomerata  (Russian  oak).  The  above  are  African  and  European. 
Of  American  oaks  may  be  mentioned: — Q.  alba  (white  oak),  7"85 
per  cent,  of  tannin  in  bark;  Q.  tinctoria  (black  oak),  6'47  per 
cent,  of  tannin  in  bark;  Q.  rtibra  (red  oak),  5'55  per  cent,  of 
tannin  in  bark;  Q.  coccinea  (scarlet  oak),  7'78  per  cent,  of  tannin 
in  bark.  It  may  be  generally  stated  that  oak  bark  contains  from 
7-18  per  cent,  of  quercitannic  acid,  while  the  wood  and  leaves 
contain  5-7  per  cent. — Cupullferce. 

Ghestmd  (Gastanea  vesca),  abundant  in  Southern  Europe  and 
North  America ;  the  wood  contains  G8  per  cent,  of  water  when 
felled,  43  per  cent,  three  months  after  felling,  the  bark  being 
left  on,  and  35  per  cent,  five  months  after  sawing  and  stripping. 
The  wood  and  bark  contain  4-12  per  cent,  of  tannin  (castanea 
tannic  acid). — Cupuliferce. 

Cornelian  Cherry  (Cornus  mascula,  dogwood)  grows  in  Europe, 
especially  France ;  its  bark,  leaves,  and  fruit  contain  19'9  per 
cent,  of  tannin  according  to  Gassincourt,  and  8-9  per  cent,  in  the 
bark  according  to  some  other  analysts.— (7o?-nace«'. 

Carob  (Ceratonia  Siliqua)  grows  in  Spain,  Italy,  Frnnce,  Algiers, 
and  Egypt.  Its  fruit  (St.  John's  bread)  contains  50-55  per  cent, 
of  tannin. — Zteguminosce. 

Caroh  of  Judcea  (Pistacia  Terehinthiis)  grows  in  the  Levant,  and 
gives  rise  to  horn-shaped  galls  which  contain  25  per  cent,  of 
tannin,  and  are  called  "caroubes." — Anacardiaca;. ._ 

Conocarpus  arborea  and  G.  racemosa.  West  Indies  and  Brazil ; 
its  bark  and  fruit  contain  tannin.  Its  indigenous  name  is 
"  mangle." — Combretaceix;. 

Catechu. — The  brownish-red  catechu  of  Bengal  is  the  exudation 
from  the  Acacia  Catechu  (Legtiminosoi) .  The  Bombay  brown 
catechu  is  from  the  Areca  Catechu  (Palmeoe) — the  areca  palm. 
Gambier  is  the  extract  from  the  leaves  of  Uncaria  Gambler 
(Ihibiacece) .  To  Bengal  catechu  liJive  been  ascribed  of  tannin 
545  per  cent.  (Davy),  382  per  cent.  (Renard),  and  48  per  cent. 
(Villon).  To  Bombay  catechu,  485  per  cent.  (Davy),  545  per 
cent.  (Renard),  and  55  per  cent.  (Villon).  To  Gambier,  58  per 
cent.    (Davy),    38-40   per  cent.   (Renard),  and  65-79  per  cent. 


MATERIA    MEDICA    AND    PHAEMACY.  149 

(Villon).  Catechuitannic  acid  (mimotannic  acid)  colours  iron 
salts  green. 

Canaigre  (Rumex  hrjmenosepalum)  grows  wild  in  the  marshy 
lands  of  the  south-east  of  the  United  States ;  its  bulbs  contain 
20-24  per  cent,  of  tannin.  Most  other  varieties  of  rumex  also 
contain  tannin. — Polygonacecn. 

Faraguay  acacia  (Curupay)  of  South  America  contains  16-20 
per  cent,  of  "  curupatannic  acid." — Leguminosce. 

Divi-divi  {Ct^salpinia  Goriaria),  chiefly  from  Mexico  and  Vene- 
zuela, contains  ellagitannic  acid  to  the  extent  of  30-45  per  cent. ; 
it  imparts  a  reddish-brown  colour  to  leather. — Leguminosn'. 

Eucalyptus  {Eucalyptus  resinifera)  is  used  in  New  Caledonia, 
where  it  grows,  as  a  tanning  agent ;  the  tannin  in  its  leaves  is 
estimated  at  10-12  per  cent. — Leguminosce.. 

Fustic,  young  {Rhus  cotinus),  grows  in  Southern  Europe,  and 
contains  a  tannin  which  colours  iron  salts  olive  gi'een. — Terehin- 
thacew. 

Spircea  (S.  Filipendula)  has  astringent  flowers  and  roots. — 
Rosacece. 

Strawberry  (Fragaria  vesca). — The  flowers  and  roots  are  astrin- 
gent.— Rosacece. 

Pomegranate  (Punica  Granatum). — The  bark  of  this  tree  was 
used  by  the  ancients  as  a  tanning  agent  under  the  name  "  mali- 
corium."  Davy  attributes  18"8  per  cent,  of  tannin  to  it.  The 
shell  of  the  fruit  contains  22-25  per  cent,  of  tannin,  and  is  used 
for  tanning  in  Japan.  The  wild  pomegranate  contains  4G  per 
cent,  of  tannin. — Granntece. 

"  Gonakie"  (Acacia  Adansonii),  or  red  gum,  yields  very  tanni- 
ferous  fruit,  which  is  used  as  a  tannage  in  West  Africa. — Legu- 
minosce. 

Kino  is  the  dried  exudation  or  ext]"act  of  several  plants,  of 
which  the  principal  are: — Diptei'ocarpus  erinaceus  (Africa),  Butea 
frondosa  and  B.  superha  (N.  India),  Pterocarpus  Marsupium  (India), 
Goccoloba  uvifera  (Jamaica),  and  Rhizophora  Mangle  or  mangrove 
(Mexico),  whose  leaves  contain  18-20  per  cent,  of  tannin ;  the 
tirst  four  are  of  the  Leguminosce.  Kino  contains  45-55  per  cent,  of 
"  coccotannic  acid." 

Mastic  (Pistacia  Lentiscus). — The  leaves  and  bark  contain  10-12 
per  cent,  of  tannin ;  used  for  tanning  bufi^alo  skins  in  certain 
countries. — TerehintJiacece. 

Mimosa. — The  Jl/imosece  include  a  great  many  varieties  of  acacia; 
the  most  valuable  bark  is  from  Tasmania ;  the  Australian  produce 
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contains  25  per  cent,  of  tannin  (J.  cyanophylla) — 4-5  per  cent.  (A. 
pycnantha);  A.  sentis  (6-32  per  cent.)  and  A.  hinervata  (30-4.0  per 
cent.)  are  from  New  South  Wales. 

Myrohalans,  the  frnits  of  several  species  of  Terminalia  (Com- 
hretacece)  ;  their  contents  of  tannin  are  variously  given,  18-2  per 
cent,  and  52  per  cent,  being  the  extremes.  Loewe  asserts  the 
invariable  presence  of  ellagic  acid  (C14H10  Ojo)- 

Galls  are  classified  as  European  and  Asiatic ;  of  the  latter  there 
are  Levant  galls  and  Aleppo  galls.  The  Levant  galls  contain 
77-42  per  cent,  of  gallotannic  acid  (Miiller)  ;  the  Aleppo  galls 
contain  60-66  per  cent.  (Fehling).  Villon  gives  the  following  for 
Aleppo  and  Levant  galls  :— Black,  37-41  per  cent. ;  green,  53-60 
percent.;  white,  50-65  percent.  For  Smyrna  galls  he  gives:  — 
Black,  33-37  per  cent. ;  green,  53-60  per  cent. ;  white,  60-63  per 
cent.  Renard  gives  33-60  per  cent,  as  a  mean  of  all  three  kinds. 
Mierzinsky  gives  60-66  per  cent,  as  a  mean.  Of  European  galls 
those  of  Morea  and  Istria  are  the  best,  and  have  some  40  per  cent, 
of  gallotannic  acid  ;  Italian  and  Hungarian  galls  follow,  and 
those  of  Germany  and  France  are  least  important.  French  galls 
contain  9-10  per  cent,  of  tannin ;  German  galls,  according  to 
Villon,  contain  18-19  per  cent,  of  soluble  and  13-14  per  cent,  of 
insoluble  tannin.  Chinese  and  Japanese  galls  are  from  plants 
belonging  to  the  Terebinthacece ;  viz.,  lihus  semialata  in  China  and 
Distilium  racemosnm  in  Japan;  69  per  cent,  is  the  mean  of  the 
many  versions  which  have  been  given  of  the  tannin  in  Chinese 
galls.  Hungarian  galls,  or  "  knoppern,"  are  from  oaks,  and  con- 
tain 20-35  per  cent,  of  tannin.  Bassorah  galls  are  from  an  oak, 
and  contain  57  per  cent,  of  gallotannic  acid  according  to  Kath- 
reiner,  Eitner,  and  others.  Renard  gives  27  per  cent,  and  Villon 
30  per  cent.,  of  which  3  per  cent,  are  difficultly  soluble.  Bokhara 
galls  ai'e  from  the  Indian  tamarisk  (Terehinthacea')  ;  their  per- 
centage of  tannin  has  been  variously  given  from  26  per  cent,  to 
50  per  cent. 

Osier  {Salix  viminalis)  contains  7-10  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  its 
bark,  which  is  largely  used  in  Northern  Russia. — Salicacecc. 

Quebracho  comes  fi-om  nearly  all  the  eastern  states  of  South 
7\.merica  (.source  of  a.spido-spermine)  ;  red  quebracho  {Loxoplery- 
gium  Lorentzll)  contains  16-22  per  cent,  of  "  aspido-spertannic 
acid,"  while  white  quebracho  (Aspidosperma  ■  Quehracho)  only 
contains  10-11  per  cent.  At  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1867,  leather 
tanned  with  quebracho  was  shown  for  the  first  time  in  Europe, 
and  in   1874—75   the  utility  of   this   wood   becanie  I'ecpgnised  in 
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France.  In  -whatever  form  quebracho  wood  is  to  be  used,  exposure 
to  air  should  be  avoided  as  mucli  as  possible.  A  sample  which 
Indicated  20  per  cent,  of  tannin  when  freshly  cut  was  found 
to  contain  onlj  16  per  cent,  after  six  months'  storage. 

lied  rhatany  (Krameria  triandra. — Polygalacece)  grows  in  Argen- 
tina, Brazil,  Chili,  and  Alsace ;  its  bark  contains  "  rhataniatannic 
:acid."  The  dried  extract  is  with  difficulty  distinguished  from 
kino ;  the  bark,  however,  contains  42'5  per  cent,  of  tannin,  while 
kino  averages  50  per  cent. 

Fine. — The  bark  of  Finns  Ficea  contains  6-7  per  cent,  of 
tannic  acid.  Firms  canadensis  is  the  hemlock  (white  spruce) 
so  much  used  for  tanning  in  the  United  States ;  the  bark 
contains  8-10  per  cent,  of  tannin.  The  bark  of  Finns  ahies  con- 
tains 7-8  per  cent,  of  tannin.  Villon  found  25  per  cent,  of  tannin 
in  the  inner  bark  of  Finns  Aleppensis,  8  or  4  per  cent,  in  the  outer 
bark,  and  7  per  cent,  in  the  cones. 

Larch  (Larix  Enwpcea)  bark  contains  1*66  per  cent,  of  tannin 
according  to  Davy,  and  5-8  per  cent,  in  springtime  according  to 
Miiller.     There  is  no  tannin  in  the  wood  of  any  of  the  Goniferoi. 

Sumac  is  from  several  species  of  rhns,  of  which  Rhns  coriaria  is 
the  chief.  The  percentage  of  tannin  in  various  sumacs  is  from 
10-28-2  per  cent. 

Tormentilla  reptans  and  T.  erecta  (Eosacece),  wild  in  the  Alps 
and  Pyrenees,  are  employed  as  tannage  in  the  Faroe  Islands, 
where  they  produce  a  red  leather.  They  contain  tannin  in  the 
flowers  and  roots  to  the  extent  of  31  per  cent,  according  to  Renard 
(" tormentillo-tannic  acid"),  and  of  17  per  cent,  according  to 
others. 

Willoiv. — The  various  species  of  salix  (Salicacen^)  contain  tannin 
in  the  bark  and  leaves ;  in  the  former  it  vai-ies  greatly,  1"4  per 
cent,  and  1(3  per  cent,  having  been  found  in  different  instances. 
Willow  bark  has  long  been  used  by  tanners  in  Russia. 

Mountain  ash  (Fyrus  aucnparia,  Bosacere)  contains  5-7  per  cent, 
of  tannin  in  its  bark,  o'5  per  cent,  in  its  wood,  and  some  also  in 
its  leaves  and  fruit. 

Valonia,  Quercus  JJJgilops  (Cupuliferai) .  —  These  well-known 
ftcorn-cups  contain  from  25  to  45  per  cent,  of  tannin.  The  main 
varieties  are — Chamada,  33-4  per  cent. ;  Chamadina,  35-4  per  cent, 
and  upwards ;  Bahdista,  30  per  cent. ;  and  Chondra,  27  per  cent. 
Powdered  valonia  is  poorer  in  tannin  than  the  cups,  because, 
before  grinding,  the  bark  and  wood  chips  are  not  completely 
separated. 
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Seaweeds.  E.  M.  Holmes.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  ovd  .series,  xxiii". 
735-739.)  The  author  gives  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  present 
state  of  knowledge  respecting  seaweeds  applied  to  medicine,  and 
seaweeds  used  as  food,  and  concludes  by  suggesting  the  following- 
as  points  worthy  of  inve.stigation  in  connection  with  marine  alga^. 

The  presence  of  starch  or  gelatinous  matter  in  some  of  the- 
commoner  British  species,  e.7.,  Granlaria  confervoides,  Almfeltia 
•plicatu,  etc.  ;  the  value  as  manure  of  different  species  {e.g.,  it  ha.s 
been  found  that  Ilalopithys  plnastroides,  Avhich  contains  very 
little  iodine,  yields  about  12  per  cent,  of  potash)  ;  the  nature 
of  the  pungent  odours  given  off  by  certain  alga?  {e.g.,  Monospora 
jjedicellata,  Griffithsiix  corallina,  Spondyloth amnion  multijldinn,  and 
Dictyopteris  polypodioides) ;  the  cause  of  the  rapid  decay  when 
removed  from  sea  water  of  various  Desmarecticcv,  and  of  the 
nature  of  the  decomposition  which  they  cause  in  other  algfe  by 
contact,  and  the  pungent  principle  (evident  to  the  taste)  of 
Laurencia  pinnatifida.  From  a  physiological  point  of  view  the 
galls  formed  on  Cystacloniain,  Chondni.s,  and  Delesseriece,  etc.,  and 
attributed  by  F.  Schmitz  to  the  presence  of  bacteria;  the  vitat 
and  chemical  process  by  which  granular  sulphur  is  deposited  in 
the  filaments  of  Beggiatoa,  and  the  influence  of  currents  and 
temperatures  and  local  peculiarities  on  the  distribution  of  species. 
For  those  inclined  to  the  pursuit  of  S3'stematic  botany,  the  author 
mentions  that  the  comparison  of  the  British  marine  floi-a  with  that 
of  neighbouring  countries  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  nearly  two- 
hundred  species  previously  unknown  as  British,  and  that  fresh 
species  are  still  being  added  by  a  Avidening  circle  of  algologists 
nearly  every  month.  He  considers  it  as  almost  certain  that  the- 
exploration  of  the  Orkney,  Shetland,  and  Scilly  Isles  would  add 
a  considerable  number.  He  also  points  out  that  the  reproductive 
organs  of  sevei'al  species  are  still  unknown. 

Mucilaginous  Seeds.  J.  R.Jackson.  (Cheviut  and  Drnggist, 
Januaiy  28ih,  1893.)  The  seeds  noticed  in  this  paper  are  those 
of  I'lantago  IspaghrU  (P.  ovata),  Salvia  hispanica,  and  PhyUaiithua 
maderaspatensis.  The  original  should  be  consulted  for  particulars. 
Owala  Seeds.  E.  Heckel  and  F.  Schlagdenhauffen. 
{liepoioiri:  de  Pharm.  [3],  iv.  337.)  Owala  seeds  are  derived 
from  Pentaclethra  macrophylla,  a  West  African  plant  belonging  to 
the  Leguminosoi,  and  are  used  by  the  natives  as  an  article  of  food. 
They  are  found  to  contain  45  per  cent,  of  fatty  matter,  upwards 
of  30  per  cent,  of  proteids,  and  about  5  per  cent,  of  sugar  and 
tannin.      Tlie  fatty   constituent    is   stated  to  be  suitable  for  the 
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manufacture  of  soap  and  candles,  and  the  residue,  after  removal 
of  the  fat,  is  regarded  as  a  most  A'aluable  cattle  food  on  account 
of  the  very  large  proportion  of  albuminoids  contained  therein. 

The  Strophanthus  Seed  of  Commerce.  E.  M.  Holmes.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  868  and  927-931.)  The  author  refers 
to  the  well-known  difficulty  of  obtaining  Stroplianthnu  seed  of 
uniform  character,  agreeing  with  the  description  given  in  the 
"  Addendum  "  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  states  that  except  by  pur- 
chasing the  follicles,  it  is  now  almost  impossible  to  procure  unmixed 
seed.  The  Strophanthus  seed  of  commerce  seems  very  frequently 
to  consist  of  a  mixture  of  seeds  derived  from  various  species.  The 
author  deals  at  some  length  with  these  species  and  their  produce, 
and  with  some  of  the  recent  literature  of  this  subject.  For  par- 
ticulars the  original  paper  should  be  consulted,  as  it  cannot  be 
condensed  without  losing  much  of  its  value.  The  paper  concludes 
with  a  recommendation  of  the  observation  of  the  following  points 
by  collectors  of  Strophanthus  plants  in  discriminating  species  : — • 

1.  The  shrubby  or  climbing  chai'acter  of  the  plant. 

2.  The  hairiness  or  otherwise  of  the  leaf  and  the  prominence  of 
the  veinlets. 

3.  The  relative  length  of  the  tails  to  the  petals  and  of  the 
glands  at  the  base  of  the  corolla  lobes. 

4.  The  colour  and  markings  of  the  corolla. 

5.  The  shape  of  the  calyx  lobes. 

6.  The  colour  of  the  seed  and  its  hairiness  or  baldness,  and  the 
relative  length  of  its  awn  and  plume. 

Constituent  of  Kola  Nut  and  Cacao  Beans.  A.  Hilger.  (Apoih. 
Zeitiing,  1892,  4G9.)  E.  Knebel's  observation  respecting  the 
presence  in  kola  nut  of  a  glucoside,  which  on  decomposition  yields 
caffeine,  glucose,  and  kola-red,  is  confirmed  by  the  author,  who 
also  endorses  the  opinion  that  at  an  early  period  of  development 
the  nuts  contain  no  ready-formed  caffeine,  but  only  the  glucoside 
(compare  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  161).  An  extension  of 
this  investigation  to  cacao  beans  now  reveals  the  fact  that  these 
in  the  natural  fresh  condition  contain  neither  theobromine, 
caffeine,  nor  cacao-red,  but  a  glucoside  soluble  in  alcohol  capable 
of  yielding  these  substances  together  with  glucose  on  decompo-sition. 
In  commercial  cacao  beans  these  products  already  exist  as  such, 
but  they  are  always  associated  with  a  variable  proportion  of  unde- 
composed  glucoside.  The  latter  may  be  isolated  from  the  beans 
by  removing  the  fat  with  petroleum  ether,  and  the  theobromine 
and  glucose  with  cold  water,  and  then  extracting  the  glucoside  by 
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means  of  alcohol.  The  residue  left  on  evaporating  the  alcoholic 
solution  is  repeatedly  purified  by  dissolving  in  weak  solution  of 
potassium  hydrate  and  precipitating  with  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid.  The  partial  decomposition  with  glucoside  occurring  in 
the  beans  seems  to  be  brought  about  by  the  presence  of  a  diastatic 
ferment. 

Constituents  of  Banana  Fruit.  W.  M.  Doherty.  (Chemical 
Xews,  Ixvi.  187.)  The  author  has  submitted  the  Cavendish  or 
Fiji  variety  of  the  banana  fruit  (Musca  Cavendishii)  to  analysis, 
with  the  following  results  : — 

Water 75*71  per  cent. 

Albuininoids  ....  1*71         ,, 

Total  carbonaceoiTS  matter  (nou- 

nitrogenous)     ....  20-13         ,, 

Woody  fibre  .         .         .         .  1'74         ,, 

Ash 0-71 

From  these  he  draws  the  conclusion  that  bananas  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  nutritive  food,  and  ai-e  not  superior  in  nutritive 
value  to  potatoes. 

Spurious  Cubebs.  E.M.Holmes.  (Pharm.  Journ.,3rd  series, 
xxiii.  121-122.)  The  author  gives  the  following  summary  of  the 
present  state  of  knowledge  respecting  cubebs,  and  their  sub.stitutes 
met  with  in  commerce  : — 

The  cubeb  plants  cultivated  in  Java  are  of  three  kinds.  These 
are  in  all  probability  Piper  Gubeba,  Piper  crassipes,  and  a  third 
variety,  with  fruits  having  a  macy  odour. 

Pilfer  crassipes  may  be  distinguished  by  its  larger  size,  long, 
slender,  flattened  stalk,  and  its  bitter  taste.  It  does  not  give  a 
crimson  colour  with  sulphuric  acid. 

The  cubeb  with  a  macy  odour  resembles  the  true  cubeb  in 
shape  and  size,  but  is  greyer,  more  wrinkled,  and  does  not  give 
a  crimson  colour  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid. 

The  fruits  of  Piper  Lewong  (Gubeba  Lewong)  are  stated  by 
Fliickiger  and  Hanbury  to  be  extremely  cubeb-like;  and  as  this 
species  is  a  native  of  Java,  it  may  possibly  yield  the  cubebs  with 
a  macy  odour.  The  author  has  not,  however,  been  able  to  find 
in  the  national  herbaria  a  specimen  of  this  species  in  mature 
fruit. 

The  fruit  of  Piper  ribesioides  is  collected  in  the  Selama  district 
of  Perak  in  small  quantity,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  enters 
into  English  commerce. 

Examination     of    the     Spurious    Cubebs   derived  from     Piper 
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Ribesioides.  E.  Brooke.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  734- 
loh.)  The  author's  examination  of  this  drug  shows  the  following 
results  : — 

Petroleum  extract,  19-85  per  cent. 

Vol.  oil,    6-28  per    cent.  ;    non-vol.  fats    and    fixed 
oil,  lo*57  per  cent. 
Ether  extract,  o'OS  per  cent. 

Two  resins  :  one  neutral,  soluble  in  alcohol,  2-OG  per 
cent. ;    one  acid,    insoluble   in   alcohol,   1-02   per 
cent. 
Alcoholic  extract,  1-4S  per  cent. 

Chiefly  extractive. 
A(pieous  extract,  7'6-4  per  cent. 

Colouring;    matter  and    extractive.       No  glucosidal 
matter,  and  free  from  sugar. 

Grams. 

Total 3205 

Kesidue 67-26 

\Yaste -69 


100-00 
Moisture  determined  at  110"  C.       .         1-75  per  cent. 

The  ash  was  determined  and  examined  side  by  side  with  that  of 
ordinary  cubebs.  The  latter  was  found  to  yield  8"01  per  cent.,  of 
which  only  '081  consisted  of  ferric  oxide,  whereas  the  fruit  of  Fiper 
ribesioides  yielded  4'87  per  cent.,  containing  3o8  of  ferric  oxide. 
Owing  to  the  gi-eat  difference  in  the  proportion  of  iron,  the  author 
tried  whether  this  difference  would  be  directly  recognised  in  the 
aqueous  solutions  of  the  raw  drugs.  It  was  found  that,  on 
digesting  the  fruit  of  Piper  ribesioides  in  acidulated  water  for 
about  an  hour,  a  copious  blue  precipitate  was  formed  on  the 
addition  of  potassium  ferrocyanide,  while  no  reaction  was  obtained 
when  ordinary  cubebs  were  similarly  treated.  A  similarly  striking 
difference  was  noticed  in  the  reactions  for  stai-ch,  a  cold  decoction 
of  ordinary  cubebs  giving  only  a  very  slight  reaction  with  solu- 
tion of  iodine,  whereas  a  decoction  of  Piper  ribesioides  gave  quite 
an  intense  blue. 

Daphnidium  Cubeba.  E.  M.  Holmes.  {Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd 
series,  xxiii.  846-847.)  The  author,  in  conjunction  with  A.  De 
Wevre,  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  so-called  Daphnidium 
Gubeba  of  commerce  must  in  future  be  referred  to  Litsea  (Tetran- 
thera)  citrata,  the  fruits  of  which  are  identical  with  the  "  citronelle 
fruits  "  from  which  Schimmel  and  Co.  obtained  an  oil  containing 
30  per  cent,  of  citral,  the  flavouring  principle  of  oil  of  lemon. 
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Myrobalans.  W.  Ado  1  phi.  (Arch Iv  der  Pharm.,  ccxxx.  6S4~ 
705.)  Myrobalans,  the  fruit  of  Terminalia  chebula  and  other 
species,  contain,  in  addition  to  a  large  proportion  of  tannin,  an 
acid  having  the  composition  C.g  Hg^  0^9  + H2  0,  which  the  author 
describes  under  the  name  chehuUc  acid.  The  latter  can  be  isolated 
by  the  following  treatment,  which  yields  about  3-5  per  cent. : — 
The  dried  fruits  are  powdered,  macerated  for  10  days  at  the 
ordinai-y  temperature  with  90  per  cent,  alcohol,  pressed,  and 
filtered.  The  alcohol  is  completely  removed  from  the  extract, 
and  the  residue  then  dissolved  in  hot  water  ;  cold  water  is  added 
until  no  further  milkiness  appears,  and  the  Avhole  is  allowed  to 
settle,  and  then  filtered.  To  the  filtrate,  sodium  chloride  is  added 
until  a  permanent  turbidity  appears,  and  the  solution  is  then 
shaken  out  with  ethyl  acetate,  which  dissolves  chebulic  and 
tannic  acids.  To  remove  the  latter,  the  ethyl  acetate  is  distilled 
off,  and  the  residue  dissolved  in  water,  and  shaken  out  with  ether  ; 
from  the  aqueous  solution,  ci-ystals  of  chebulic  acid  then  separate 
on  standing,  and  may  be  recrystallized  from  hot  water. 

Composition  of  the  Fruit  of  Gleditschia  Triacanthos.  E. 
Heck  el  and  F.  Schlagdenhauf  f  en.  {Repertoire  de  Fharm.., 
January,  1893.)  The  authors  confirm  the  absence  of  alkaloidal 
constituents    in    this    fruit,    and    show    its    composition   to    be    as 

follows  : — 

Per  cent. 

Wax 0-625 

Glucose  and  «accharose     ....  37'650 

Gum,  pectin,  and  tannin  ....  23-993 

Albuminous  matter   .....  8-300 

Tjignin  and  cellulose  ....  20-427 

Salts 9-005 

The  Useful  Varieties  of  Nutmegs.  Dr.  Warburg.  (From  a 
paper  read  before  the  Berlin  Pharmaceutical  Society.)  The 
author  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  nutmegs  obtained  from 
Myrlslica  fatua,  M.  argentea,  M.  fragrans,  and  M.  succedanea,  and 
refers  also  to  the  arillus  of  M.  vialaharica,  Avhich,  under  the  name 
of  Bombay  mace,  is  used  as  an  adulterant  of  true  mace.  For 
particulars  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  translation  of  the  paper 
in  rhann.  Journ.,  3rd  sci'ios,  xxiii.  11-12. 

Note  on  the  Persian  Drug  '"Marv."  0.  Stapf.  (Pharm.  Joui-n., 
3rd  series,  xxiii.  7-io.)  The  author  i-cfers  to  Dymock's  statement 
(Veget.  Mat.  Med.  of  Westerii  India,  2nd  ed.,  p.  703),  that  the  seeds 
of  Phyllanthus  maderaspatensis  are  used  in  medicine  for  the  muci- 
lage   they    produce    when    put    into    water,   and    to   the   general 
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description  given  of  these  seeds  in  the  same  pkice.  He  points 
out  that  both  this  description  and  the  statement  of  their  secreting 
a  mucilaginous  matter  are  in  contradiction  to  the  qualities  and  the 
appearance  of  the  seeds  of  Fhyllanthus  maderaspatensis  and  of 
other  species  of  this  genus.  On  examination  of  some  of  Dymock's 
supposed  Fhyllanthus  seeds,  he  has  found  them  to  be  the  nutlets 
of  a  Salvia,  which  are  sold  under  the  name  of  "  marv."  A  careful 
comparison  with  various  species  of  this  genus  has  enabled  him  to 
identify  them  as  tlie  produce  of  Salvia  spinosa. 

Ceratonia  Siliq.ua.  E.  Heckel  and  F.  Sclilagdenhauffen. 
{Repertoire  de  Pharm.,  1892,  529.)  The  authors'  examination  of 
the  pods  of  this  plant  shows  the  presence  of  the  following  con- 
stituents : — 

Per  cent. 

Fatty  matters 0-3 

Glucose 17-165 

Saccharose 32-201 

Free  butyric  acid 0-500 

Wax,  tannin,  and  colouring  matters     .         .  4-501 

Pectin,  albuminoid  matter,  gum   .         .         .  7-75 

Cellulose 3i-946 

Fixed  salts 2-437 

Constituents  of  Lolium  Temulentum.  H.  Hofmeister.  (Apo- 
theker  Zeitung,  1892,  54-4.)  The  author  publishes  the  results  of  an 
analysis  of  the  seeds  of  this  plant,  which  seem  to  disprove  the 
existence  therein  of  the  volatile  alkaloid  "  loliine,"  and  of  temu- 
lentic  acid  referred  to  by  P.  Antze,  while  showing  that  the 
so-called  "  temulentine  "  of  the  last-named  chemist  is  a  mixture 
containing  some  of  the  narcotic  alkaloid  isolated  and  described  by 
the  author  under  the  name  "  temuline."  The  latter  occurs  in  the 
seeds  in  the  proportion  of  0-06  percent.  It  acts  as  a  nerve  poison, 
and  has  a  composition  represented  by  the  formula  Cr.  Hjg  N'o  0. 
In  addition  to  this  the  seeds  appear  to  contain  nitrogeneous  acid 
and  a  second  unci^ystallizable  base. 

Constituents  of  Poke  Berries.  H.  Harms.  {Amer.  Joum.  Pharm., 
January,  1893.)  The  author's  analysis  shows  the  presence  of  the 
following  constituents  : — A  crj'stalline  principle  (phytolaccein  of 
Claussen),  a  glucoside,  wax,  fatty  mattei-s,  mucilage,  dextrin, 
glucose,  saccharose,  pectin,  and  albuminoids,  pararabin,  and  a 
characteristic  purplish-red  colouring  matter.  The  latter  forms 
bright  red  or  purple  solutions  with  water,  which  are  turned  yellow 
by  alkalies  and  reddened  again  by  acids,  and  may  be  used  as  an 
indicator  in  titrations. 
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Constituents  of  Datura  Alba.  Y.  Sliimoyama  and  T. 
Ko  shim  a.  (Apothel-er  Zeitung,  vii.  458.)  Previous  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  chloroform,  the  capsules  of  this  plant  were  used  in  Japan 
as  an  ansesthetic.  The  author  has  examined  the  seeds,  and  found 
them  to  contain  hyoscyamine  associated  Avith  a  small  proportion 
of  atropine. 

Sorbus  Aria.  M.  Duchesne.  {Rep.de  Pharm.,  1892,  227.)  The 
fruit  of  Sorhus  aria  is  known  in  Asia  Minor  under  the  name  of 
ide,  the  pulp,  mixed  with  water  or  milk,  being  used  by  the 
inhabitants  in  the  feeding  of  infants.  It  is  about  the  size  of  a 
small  nut,  of  which  the  pulp  amounts  to  about  one-half  the 
weight.  According  to  an  analysis  by  Gautrelet,  it  contains,  in 
addition  to  cellulose,  fat,  cai-bonates,  chlorides  and  phosphates  of 
alkaline  earths,  11"44  per  cent,  of  glucose,  13"5G  per  cent,  of 
sorbite,  and  6*85  per  cent,  of  nitrogenous  matter. 

Linseed  Cake  and  Meal.  M.  Haselhoff.  {Landiv.  Versuchs-Stat., 
xli.  55-72.)  Flax  is  chiefly  grown  in  Germany  for  the  flax  ;  for 
seed  it  is  almost  only  grown  in  Mecklenburg  and  Konigsberg,  and 
the  seed  is  not  of  very  good  quality  for  the  production  of  oil.  The 
American  seed  is  of  about  the  same  quality  ;  the  Indian  (Bombay) 
is  better,  whilst  the  best  seed  is  that  from  Russia,  especially 
South  Russia.  Most  of  the  impurities  are  removed  b}^  sifting  ; 
Avhen  there  remains  only  4  per  cent,  of  foreign  matter  (or  even  8 
per  cent.,  if  the  foreign  matter  consists  of  oily  seeds),  the  seed  is 
practically  pure.  With  regai-d  to  the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil, 
the  original  method  consisted  in  pounding  the  seeds.  Now  thei'e 
are  two  methods  by  which  the  oil  is  pressed  out ;  in  the  one  heat 
is  applied  to  the  vessel  containing  the  seeds  (either  by  direct  firing 
or  steam),  in  the  other  the  seed  is  directly  treated  with  super- 
heated steam.  Another  method  is  to  extract  with  light  petroleum. 
The  residue  (cake  or  meal)  varies  in  composition  according  to  the 
method  employed.  Thus,  whilst  the  residue  from  pressed  seeds 
contains  about  82-36"4  per  cent,  of  protein  and  9-11  per  cent,  of 
fat,  the  residue  fi-om  extracted  seeds  contains  more  protei'ds  (40 
per  cent.)  and  less  fat  (8-4  per  cent.).  The  amount  of  mucilage 
aLso  varies ;  where  direct  steaming  is  emploj^ed,  the  amount  is 
diminished,  and  cake  so  obtained  will  keep  for  years  Avithout 
becoming  mouldy.  This  is  also  the  case  with  cake  prepared 
by  the  light  petroleum  method  ;  but  this  seems  to  be  due,  not 
to  the  abstraction  of  mucilage,  but  to  the  action  of  the  light 
petroleum. 

For  adulteration,  not  only  vegetable  substances,  but  also  heavy 
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spar,  gypsum,  chalk,  and  salt  are  emplo^'ed  ;  saw-dust  lias  been 
found.  Rape-cake  meal  may  be  detected  by  stirring  in  water  in 
a  glass  cylinder,  and  allowing  to  settle  ;  if  any  dark  particles  are 
visible,  rape  is  pi-obably  present,  A  few  drops  of  aqueous  alkali 
will  give  an  intense  yellow  colour  if  rape  is  present.  Araygdalin 
does  not  seem  to  be  actually  injurious,  but  mustard,  corn-cockle, 
and  Camelina  are  said  to  be  injurious,  whilst  castor-oil  is  poison- 
ous, and  may  cause  death.  Vegetable  impurities  can  mostly  only 
be  detected  microscopically,  and  the  amounts  only  approximately 
estimated.  But  the  amount  of  fat,  and  especially  of  protein,  give 
a  good  idea  as  to  purity  or  otherwise.  When  mineral  impurities 
are  present  they  may  be  detected  by  the  amount  of  ash,  which 
generally  should  not  exceed  5  per  cent.  Cake  containing  over  14 
per  cent,  of  water  cannot  be  considered  as  pure. 

With  regard  to  fat,  it  should  be  noted  what  results  are  obtained 
when  the  substance  is  (1)  not  previously  dried,  (2)  when  dried  for 
two  hours  at  100-105°,  and  (3)  when  dried  for  two  hours  at  100° 
in  an  atmosphere  free  from  oxygen  :  the  results  should  not  differ. 
The  rancidity  of  the  fat  is  determined  (1)  after  the  fat  has  been 
so  long  dried  that  it  no  longer  has  an  unpleasant  odour,  and  (2) 
without  previous  drying.  The  first  estimation  gives  a  lower  result 
than  the  second,  from  loss  of  volatile  fatty  acids.  The  higher  the 
percentage  of  acid  the  greater  the  difference  in  the  two  experi- 
ments ;  the  estimation  of  rancidity  of  linseed  residues,  and  in 
foods  generally,  should  therefore  be  made  in  the  fat  from  undried 
substance.  The  cake  and  meal  were  also  examined  bacteriologi- 
cally ;  large  numbers  of  micro-organisms  were  found,  but  the 
results  give  no  indication  of  the  quality  of  the  substance  examined, 
as  the  nature  (injurious  or  otherwise)  of  the  micro-organisms  is 
not  known. 

A  False  Kamala.  H.  G.  Greenish.  (Pharm.  Juurn.,  .3rd 
series,  xxiii.  745-746.)  The  author  gives  a  description  of  a 
sample  of  a  false  kamala  recently  occurring  in  the  market.  It 
was  coarser  than  the  genuine  drug,  not  so  mobile  and  of  a  hetero- 
geneous nature,  a  dark-bi'own  powder  adhering  to  the  finger  when 
passed  through  it.  The  microscope  showed  the  presence  of  dai-k 
reddish  -  yellow  pollen  grains,  intermixed  with,  vegetable  debris 
containing  portions  of  narrow  petals  and  bifid  styles.  A  fuller 
examination  proved  this  spurious  drug  to  consist  of  carelessly 
collected  and  badly  preserved  safflower,  mixed  with  extraneous 
matter,  and  reduced  to  coarse  powder. 

Commercial  Goa  Powder.     PJ.  J.  Millard.     (Chem.  and  Dmgg., 
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November  19th,  1892.)     The  author  has   examiued  a  number  of 
commercial  samples  of  Goa  powder,  with  the  following  results  :— 


No. 

Colour. 

Percentage  of  Ash. 

1     .     .      .      . 

Brown 

40 

2    . 

,, 

28-5 

3    . 

Greenish-browu 

22-9 

4    . 

Brown 

28-6 

5    . 

7-7 

6    . 

280 

7    . 

,, 

4-2 

8    . 

Dark -brown 

25-9 

The  ash  consisted  chiefly  of  Si  O2,  Alo  O3,  and  Fe.^  0.,. 

The  sample  examined  by  Professor  Attfield  in  1875  yielded  only 
0*43  per  cent,  of  ash. 

Cherry-Tree  Gum.  F.  Garros.  (Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Chim.,  vii. 
625,  and  Bev.  inter,  des  fals.)  A  perfect  solution  and  good  muci- 
lage, comparing  favourably  with  that  of  gum  arabic,  can  be 
obtained  from  cherry-tree  gum  by  adding  to  the  water  employed 
a  few  drops  of  hydrochloric  or  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  heating 
to  40-45°  C.  for  20  to  30  minutes. 

The  author  has  observed  that  when  cherry-tree  gum  is  left  with 
water  in  a  sterilized  flask  for  some  time,  it  liquefies,  and  an 
organized  ferment  is  deposited,  which  he  regards  as  the  determin- 
ing cause  of  the  solution  of  the  gum.  It  is  more  active  in 
presence  of  ammonium  tartrate,  and  is  rendered  inactive  by  the 
addition  of  5  per  cent,  of  hydrochloric  acid.  If  added  to  a  fresh 
mixture  of  the  gum  and  water,  solution  is  effected  much  more 
speedily  than  otherwise.  The  ferment  is  composed  of  cells 
resembling  those  of  yeast. 

Some  Australian  Gums.  J.  H.  Maiden.  (Proc.  Linn.  Soc, 
.N^./S.TF.,  vi.  680,  vii.  35.  From  Phann.  Joiirn.)  Barrister  Gum. — 
A  gum  exuded  by  "  The  Barrister,"  Mezoneurum  scortecliinii,  is 
described  by  the  author  as  being  horny  and  gelatinous-looking, 
i-esembling  that  of  Acacia  decurrens  in  external  appearance.  It  is 
only  slightly  soluble  in  cold  Avater,  in  which  it  swells  up  to  several 
times  its  original  bulk.  Boiling  water  does  not  readily  dis.solve  it, 
nor  do  potash  and  soda  solutions.  A  canary- -yellow  colour  appears 
when  the  gum  is  in  these  alkaline  licjuids,  but  this  fades  on  cooling. 
Dilute  hydrochloric  acid  dissolves  it,  and  addition  of  an  alkali  in 
excess  then  causes  a  precipitate.     Barium  hydi-ate  also  causes  pre- 
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cipitation  from  the  acid  solution,  as  in  the  case  of  tragacanth. 
The  properties  of  barrister  gum  are  evidently  very  similar  to  those 
of  tragacanth,  and  its  composition  is  given  as  follows  : — Soluble  in 
cold  water,  16'o  ;  soluble  in  acids,  and  insoluble  in  alkalies,  68"57  ; 
moisture,  10"95  ;  ash,  3'98  per  cent.  It  appears  to  contain  neither 
arabin  nor  metarabin. 

Panax  Gums. — The  author  also  gives  detailed  descriptions  of 
several  varieties  of  gum  obtained  from  members  of  the  genus  Panax 
(^Araliacecfi).  He  states  that  they  closely  resemble  acacia  gums  in 
composition.  The  portions  soluble  in  water  consist  entirely  of 
arabin,  and  the  remaining  gums  are  partially  soluble,  though  con- 
taining varying  proportions  of  metarabin  which  causes  them  to 
swell  in  cold  water.  It  is  suggested  that  the  product  of  P.  Murrayi 
would  form  a  valuable  substitute  for  gum  arable.  An  odoriferous 
])rinciple  possessed  by  the  panax  gums  is  derived  from  the  bai'k  of 
the  trees,  most  of  the  species  having  a  strong  smell  of  aniseed  and 
celeiy,  and  one  being  hence  termed  tlie  "  celery-tree."  The  gums 
are  considered  as  consisting  principally  of  the  calcium,  magnesium, 
and  potassium  salts  of  arable  acid. 

The  Gum  Resin  of  Garcinia  Collina.  E.  Heckel  and  F. 
Schlagdenhauf fen.  (Bepertoire  de  Pharm.  [3],  v.  193.)  This 
drug  exudes  from  the  bark  of  the  tree  as  an  orange-coloured  sub- 
stance which  is  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  chloroform,  amyl  alcohol, 
carbon  bisulphide,  and  petroleum  ether.  The  chemical  properties 
of  its  resin  constituent  resemble  those  of  the  tannins.  The  compo- 
sition and  general  properties  of  the  gum  resin  are  similar  to  those 
of  ordinary  gamboge  from  Garcinia  moreJla,  and  it  is  therefore  in- 
ferred that  it  will  also  be  similar  in  its  physiological  action.  The 
new  drug,  however,  differs  from  ordinary  gamboge  in  its  solubilities, 
and  in  its  containing  a  white  crystallizable  constituent  melting  at 
235°  C,  and  yielding,  on  heating  beyond  this  temperature,  crystals 
oi  purocatechin  among  the  decomposition  products.  The  crystalline 
constituent  referred  to  proved  on  analysis  to  contain  7I"99  percent, 
of  carbon,  791  per  cent,  of  hydi'Ogen,  and  20'10  of  oxygen. 

Notes  on  the  Exudations  yielded  by  some  Australian  Species 
of  Pittosporura.  J.  H.  Maiden.  (Phariu.Joiirn.,  3rd  series,  xxiii. 
o9-60,  and  79-80.)  The  author  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the 
properties  and  composition  of  gum-resins  obtained  from  Plttosponua 
liicolor,  P.  undulatum,  and  P.  rliombifulium.  As  the  descriptions 
given  do  not  admit  of  useful  condensation,  the  reader  [is  referred 
for  particulars  to  the  original  article. 

A  Resinous  Product  from  Species  of  Gardenia.    E.  Heckel  ar.d 
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F.  Schlagdenhauffen.  (liepertoire  de  Fliaryn.  [3J,  5,  145.)  The 
authors  describe  a  resinous  secretion  enclosing  the  leaf-buds  of 
Gardenia  Oudiepe,  G.  Aubryi,  fiTad  G.  sxdcata  (Rubiacete).  It  is  a 
yellowish  substance  of  pleasant  odour  and  agreeable  taste,  of  1"102 
specific  gravity,  melting  at  83°  C,  insoluble  in  water,  and  almost 
insoluble  in  petroleum  ether  and  carbon  bisulphide,  but  soluble  in 
acetic  acid,  benzol,  alcohol  ether,  chloroform,  acetone,  and  acetic 
ether.  Its  composition  approaches  that  of  quinotannic  acid, 
and  its  properties  and  reactions  exhibit  much  analogy  with  the 
tannins  generally.  It  is  reported  to  be  of  value  in  the  treatment  of 
atonic  ulcers. 

The  Eesins  of  Ficus  Eubiginosa  and  F.  Macrophylla.  E.  H. 
Eennie  and  G.  Goyder.  (Trans.  Chem.  Sac,  No.  115.)  An  ac- 
count is  given  of  the  results  of  an  examination  of  the  resin  of  F. 
ruhiginosa  by  De  la  Rue  and  Miiller,  contained  in  a  paper  published 
in  the  Fhil.  Trans,  of  1860,  and  the  somewhat  different  results  of 
the  authors  are  then  recorded.  They  have  separated  a  crystalline 
substance  from  both  resins  externally  closely  resembling  De  la  Rue 
and  Miiller's  product,  but  giving  numbers  for  carbon  about  3  per 
cent.,  and  for  hydrogen  about  1  per  cent,  higher  ;  the  numbers  are 
most  in  accordance  with  the  formula  C31,  Hgg  Og.  This  substance 
is  resolved  by  alkaline  hydrolysis  into  acetic  acid,  and  a  crj-stalline 
substance  melting  at  114°,  of  the  formula  C-o  H-4  0,  very  closely 
resembling  the  substance  described  by  De  la  Rue  and  Miiller,  which 
they  obtained  in  a  similar  way. 

Tanno-Resinous  Exudation  from  Spermolepis  Gummifera.  E. 
Heckel  and  F.  Schlagdenhauffen.  (Repertoire  do  Fharm.,  v. 
241.)  This  drug  is  obtained  from  the  trunk  and  branches  of  the 
tree  in  thin,  shining  black  masses  or  in  small  bi^ownish  black  tears 
v\'ith  translucent  edges.  They  are  strongly  astringent,  and  contain 
as  much  as  79  per  cent,  of  gallotannic  acid.  Attempts  are  being 
made  in  New  Caledonia  to  use  this  exudation  for  tanning  purposes. 

Jalapin.  T.  Poleck.  (Zeitsch:  des  oesterr.  Apoth.  Ver.,  1892, 
391,  423  and  447.)  The  author  confirms  the  identity  of  the  resinous 
glucoside  of  Ipoma'a  orizahensis  -witli  scammonin  (from  Coyivolvtdus 
■••cammonia),  and  regards  it  as  probably  also  identical  with  tampicin 
of  Ipomoia  simulans.  Tlie  formula  Cg^Hsg  Ojg,  determined  by  W. 
Mayer,  is  found  to  be  correct.  By  combination  with  2  molecules 
of  water  it  is  converted  into  jalapic  acid,  Cj-  H3(,  O9,  which  is  bi- 
basic.  On  treatment  with  hydrochloric  acid,  jalapin  takes  up  the 
elements  of  5  molecules  of  water,  forming  glucose  and  the  mono- 
basic jalapinolic  acid,  C^j  Hyo  Oy.     But  attempts   to   confirm   the 
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existence  of  the  aldehyde  product  named  jahipinol  by  Mayer  and 
Samelson  s^ave  negative  results. 

In  the  author's  opinion,  the  name  jalapin  for  the  glucoside  here 
referred  to  should  be  given,  up  in  favour  of  orizahin,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent confusion,  as  the  former  name  is  commonly  applied  to  other 
substances. 

Copaiba.  H.  "W.  Snow.  {Weslcm  Druggist,  xiv.  325.)  The 
author's  experiments  bear  out  the  conclusion  that  the  propei'ty  of 
this  oleo-resin  of  solidifying  with  magnesia  is  commensurate  with 
the  proportion  of  i-esin  present  in  it.  Samples  of  copaiba  contain- 
ing less  than  48  per  cent,  of  resin  are  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
for  making  a  pill  mass  with  the  excipient  named. 

Copaiba.  E.  H.  Worlee.  {Pharm.  Zeitung,  3 annavy  21st,  1893.) 
The  author  states  that  genuine  copaiba  from  Maracaibo  and  An- 
gostura forms  a  perfectly  clear  solution  with  sti^ong  alcohol  in  all 
proportions,  while  in  the  presence  of  resin  the  solution  is  turbid  or 
opalescent.  The  presence  of  this  adulterant  is  also  indicated  by 
solution  of  ammonia,  which  forms  with  the  adulterated  oleo-resin 
a  liniment  of  such  consistence  that  after  a  short  time  it  cannot  be 
poured  out  of  an  ordinary  narrow-mouthed  bottle. 

Caparrapi  Balsam.  T.  Bayon.  (P/trtnn. /rmra.,  3rd  series,  xxiii. 
1045-10-16.)  This  so-called  balsam  derives  its  name  from  the 
village  of  Caparrapi,  in  the  province  of  Cudinamarca,  in  the  United 
States  of  Columbia,  where  it  is  prepared.  It  is  obtained  by  inci- 
sions from  the  trunk  of  Laurus  giganteus,  a  large  evergreen  forest 
tree  belonging  to  the  order  Lauracece.  The  balsam  is  described  as 
having  an  aromatic  odour  and  varying  in  colour  according  to  the 
age  of  the  tree,  but  usually  resembling  balsam  of  Tolu.  It  is,  how- 
ever, more  fluid  than  the  latter.  It  is  employed  medicinally  as  a 
stimulant  for  catarrhal  complaints,  especially  when  of  a  chronic 
character,  such  as  bronchitis,  laryngitis,  nervous  catarrhal  asthma, 
and  also  for  chronic  inflammation  of  the  genito-urinary  tract,  such 
as  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  leueorrhcea,  and  obstinate  blenorrhagia. 
It  is  used  in  several  preparations  in  the  following  proportions  : — 
syrup,  30  to  50  grams;  pastilles,  2  to  10  grams;  tincture,  2 
to  10  grams  ;  electuary,  1  to  4  grams.  It  is  also  given  alone 
in  doses  of  j-  to  2  grams,  and  may  be  administered  in  the  form 
of  pills,  cigarettes,  or  fumigations.  By  the  natives  it  is  employed 
in  the  treatment  of  snake-bites  and  the  stings  of  poisonous  animals, 
as  the  ray  and  scorpion,  and  the  poisonous  arachnid,  known  locally 
as  the  "  coya."    For  this  purpose  it  is  applied  externally  and  given. 
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internally  in  a  dose  up  to  30  grams,  according  to  the  sereritj  of 
the  poison. 

Origin  of  Benzoin.  F.  Liid  j.  {ArcMv  der  Fharm.,  1893,  43.) 
The  author  refers  to  an  interesting  observation  made  in  Java  by 
A.  Tschirch  that  the  trees  yielding  benzoin  contain  no  secretion 
and  have  no  secretion  cells,  that  all  parts  of  the  tree  are  perfectly 
odourless,  and  that  the  exudation  of  an  odoriferous  balsam  only 
commences  after  the  tree  has  been  wounded.  Some  of  the  bark 
brought  home  by  Tschirch  has  been  examined  by  the  author,  with 
the  object  of  throwing  light  on  the  nature  of  the  constituent 
which  appears  to  give  rise  to  the  formation  of  the  balsam.  The 
uninjured  bark  was  found  to  contain  traces  of  wax,  small  quanti- 
ties of  phloroglucin  and  sugar,  and  large  quantities  of  a  tannin 
readily  convertible  by  oxidation  into  a  phlobaphen  (benzophloba- 
phen)  having  the  formula  C-^  Hjq  O^j.  The  author  has  also  re- 
investigated the  composition  of  the  balsam  itself,  and  has  obtained 
from  it  two  new  constituents  of  an  alcoholic  nature,  viz.,  a  small 
quantity  of  benzoresinol,  a  colourless  crystallizable  body  of  the 
formula  Cjq  Hoq  Oo,  and  a  large  proportion  of  resinotannol,  a  brown 
amorphous  substance  of  the  formula  Cjg  H^q  0^.,  and  reacting  like 
a  tannin.  In  view  of  these  results,  the  author  inclines  to  the 
opinion  that  benzoin  is  produced  from  the  tannin  of  the  bark. 

Angophora  Kino.  J.  H.  Maiden.  (Pharm.  Journ.  of  Austral- 
asia, July  27th,  1892.)  Angophoras  are  confined  to  the  east  coast 
of  Australia ;  they  are  five  in  number,  four  of  them  being  found 
in  New  South  Wales,  while  one,  A.  Woodsiana,  is  peculiar  to 
(Queensland.  A.  cordifolia  is  peculiar  to  New  South  Wales;  A. 
intermedia  lias  the  widest  range,  extending  fi'om  Victoria  to 
Queensland.  A.  lanceolata  and  A.  suhvelutina  are  found  in  Queens- 
land as  well  as  in  New  South  Wales.  They  are  well  known  a« 
"  apple  trees."  All  these  species  are  stated  to  yield  kinos  similar 
in  composition  to  those  derived  from  Pterocarpus,  but  differing 
from  the  latter  by  having  a  marked  odour.  The  author  gives  a 
description  of  the  various  species  named,  and  also  of  two  samples 
of  kino  obtained  from  Angophora  lanceolata.  One  of  these  samples 
is  described  as  being  exceedingly  brittle,  breaking  with  a  bright 
fracture,  ruby  with  a  tinge  of  brown,  and  yielding  an  orange-brown 
powder.  Its  odour  resembles  that  of  sour  wine.  It  dissolves 
freely  in  cold  water,  forming  a  solution  of  the  colour  of  brown 
sherry  if  left  undisturbed.  With  alcohol  it  yields  a  pale  orange 
browTi  solution  with  a  slightly  muddy  residue.  The  second  sample- 
is  stated  to  be  hardly  as  red  as  the  first,  and   to  yield  a  powder  of 
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a  dark  buff  colour.  The  solution  in  cold  water  is  somewhat  less 
turbid  and  lighter  in  colour.  In  other  respects  it  is  like  the  other 
siimple.  Both  have  the  following'  characteristic  in  common  : — If 
■they  be  digested  in  water,  and  the  turbid  liquor  be  treated  with 
■ether,  two  ethereal  layers  are  foi'med,  containing  catechin  in  solu- 
tion. This  substance  may  readily  be  obtained  by  evaporation  of 
the  ether,  and  it  possesses  the  characteristic  odour  of  the  kino 
from  which  it  was  obtained,  the  residue,  insoluble  in  ether,  being 
<|uite  destitute  of  odour.  The  odoriferous  principle  (a  volatile  sub- 
stance allied  to  cinnamene  or  styrol)  is,  however,  so  small  that  an 
hour's  exposuVe  of  the  ethereal  extract  to  the  atmosphere  removes 
every  trace  of  it. 

A  New  Australian  Kino.  J.  H.  Maiden.  (Proc.  Linn..  Soc, 
N.S.W.,  vi.  679.  From  Pharni.  Journ.)  The  author  describes 
a  new  kino,  obtained  from  the  "  Native  Wistaria,"  Milletia  mega- 
sperma.  It  occurs  as  a  ruby-coloured,  transparent  substance, 
breaking  readily  with  a  clear,  conchoidal  fracture,  and  is  power- 
fully astringent.  The  kino  is  soluble  in  cold  alcohol  and  in  water, 
forming  a  rose-tinted  solution  with  the  latter.  It  consists  essenti- 
ally of  tannin  and  water,  its  composition  being  stated  as  — tannic 
acid,  78'2  ;  ash,  "8  ;  moisture,  20' 1  ;  insoluble  impurities,  "9  per 
cent.  This  is  the  first  record  of  a  kino  occurring  in  the  Legunii- 
nosa^  in  Australia. 

Astringent  Gum  from  Mashonaland.  E.M.Holmes.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  585.)  In  the  spring  of  1892  a  specimen 
of  an  astringent  gum  was  presented  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Museum,  accompanied  by  the  statement  that  it  was  col- 
lected near  Salisbury,  Mashonaland,  that  it  was  very  astringent, 
and  resembled  kino.  Botanical  specimens  of  the  tree  yielding 
this  gum  have  since  been  obtained  by  the  author,  and  found  to 
■correspond  in  every  respect  with  Brachystegia  spiaeformis. 

Note  on  an  African  Kino.  A.  W.  Southall.  (Ibid.,  600-601.) 
A  sample  of  the  Mashonaland  kino  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
abstract  has  been  chemically  examined  by  the  author,  and  found 
to  be  closely  allied  to  the  kino  imported  from  Malabar.  Its  solu- 
bility in  spirit  and  water  is  nearly  the  same,  while  the  proportion 
of  tannin  is  somewhat  greater,  and  that  of  the  ash  notably  less 
than  is  found  in  ordinary  kino.  The  tannin  appears  to  be  identi- 
cal with  kino-tannic  acid.  On  account  of  the  greater  astringency 
of  this  drug  and  the  brighter  colour  of  its  solution,  the  author 
regards  it  as  suitable  for  use  in  some  preparations  employed  in 
-  pharmacy,  such  as  astringent  lozenges,  liquid  dentifrices,  etc. 
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Myoporum  Manna.  J.  H.  Maiden.  (Pharvi.  Journ.,  3rd  series, 
xxiii.  G08.)  The  author  has  ascertained  that  this  manna,  obtained 
from  the  Myoporum  platycarpum,  consists  almost  entirely  of  man- 
nite,  and  is  practically  identical  with  the  product  of  Fraxmtis 
Ormis.  On  combustion,  figures  were  obtained  indicating  the 
formula  to  be  Cg  Hj.i  Og,  and  a  quantitative  determination  showed 
the  composition  to  be  as  follows  : — 

Mannite 89*65  per  cent. 

Glucose 2-87       „ 

Other  sugars 0"51       „ 

Moisture  .......  3"o0       „ 

Ash  and  sand    .....  1"10       „ 

Loss 2-37       „ 

Japanese  Opium,  M.  Uyeno.  (Apothelcer  Zeitwig,  vii.  454.) 
The  author  publishes  the  results  of  analyses  of  four  samples  of 
Japanese  opium  obtained  from  the  province  of  Mije.  The  samples 
were  found  to  contain  from  100  to  12'9  per  cent,  of  moi^phine,  and 
from  7'3  to  ll'O  per  cent,  of  narcotine.  A  good  deal  of  the  opium 
produced  in  that  province  is  stated  to  be  sufficiently  rich  in  mor- 
phine to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia. 

Indian  Opium.  B.  H.  Paul  and  A.  J.  Cownley.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  505.)  The  authors  have  examined  a 
sample  of  the  Patna  opium  issued  by  the  Medical  Store  Depart- 
ment of  Bengal  for  medicinal  use.  The  sample  contained  3"2  per- 
cent, of  moisture.  In  the  dried  opium  the  amount  of  morphine 
was  found  to  be  8'55  per  cent.  A  tincture  made  with  the  dried 
opium  according  to  the  directions  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
was  found  to  yield  21'3  grains  of  dry  extract  per  fluid  ounce. 
The  amount  of  morphine  contained  in  the  tinctui'e.  was  2"74  grains 
per  fluid  ounce.  For  the  sake  of  comparison,  another  tincture- 
was  prepared  with  a  good  sample  of  Turkey  opium  containing,  in 
the  dry  state,  10'S4  per  cent,  of  morphine.  This  tincture  yielded 
on  evaporation  19-8  grains  of  dry  extract  per  fluid  ounce.  The 
amount  of  morphine  in  it  was  3'4  grains  per  fluid  ounce.  Both 
these  tinctures  wei'e  of  the  ordinary  character,  and  there  was 
scarcely  any  perceptible  difference  in  their  appearance. 

Succus  Taraxaci.  L.  E.  Say  re.  (Amei:  Journ.  Fharm.,  August, 
1892.)  Pre.sii  dandelion  roots  collected  in  May  yielded  by  pressure 
57  per  cent,  of  juice,  of  specific  gravity  1*007,  and  containing  l-47*2 
per  cent,  of  total  solids,  0-036  per  cent,  of  sugar,  and  0U045  of 
mineral  constituents. 

A  Reaction  of  Aloes.      L.  Schoutelen.      (Chem.   Ne^vs,  May 
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26fch,  1898.  From  Zeltschr.  des  o'sterr.  Apoth.  Ver.)  The  author 
states  that  a  concentrated  solution  of  borax  produces  in  liquids 
containing  aloes,  on  standing  for  20  to  25  minutes,  a  green  fluor- 
escence, which  disappears  very  slowly. 

Champa.col.  E.  Merck.  (Merck's  Jahreshcrichf,  1892.)  Under 
this  name  the  author  describes  a  kind  of  camphor  obtained  from 
champaca  wood  by  distillation  with  water.  After  purification  it 
melts  at  86-88°  C,  has  the  form  of  long  white  felted  needles,  has 
no  odour  when  pure,  but  when  kept  in  an  impure  state  becomes 
liquid  and  develops  the  agreeable  odour  of  champaca  wood. 

Oil  of  Jatropha  Curcas.  MM.  Amaudon  and  Ubaldini. 
(Moult.  Scient.  [4],  vii.  447.)  The  author  gives  a  description  of 
the  physical  properties  of  this  oil,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the 
lower  specific  gravity,  do  not  seem  to  differ  essentially  from  those 
of  castor  oil.  The  principal  difference  of  the  two  oils  appears  to 
consist  in  the  relative  proportions  rather  than  in  the  nature  of 
their  constituents. 

"Vegetable  Waxes.  (American  Druggist.)  The  chief  varieties  of 
vegetable  wax,  among  which  are  included  certain  substances  known 
as  "vegetable  tallows  or  fats,"  comprise  the  following: — 

1.  Carnauba  wax,  called  also  Ceara  or  Brazil  wax,  fi'om  Copernica 
cerifera. 

2.  Pela  icax,  or  Chinese  wax,  from  Fraximts  chiiiensis. 

3.  Sumach  wax,  or  Japan  wax,  from  several  species  of  Bhus. 

4.  Kaga  wax,  from  Cinnamomum  pedunculatum. 

5.  Ibota,  wax,  from  Ligustrum  ibotu. 

6.  Stillingia  talloic,  or  Chinese  vegetable  tallow,  from  Stillingia 
sehifera. 

7.  Myrica  wax,  or  myrtle  wax,  from  Myrica  cerifera. 

8.  Orizaba  wax. 

9.  Wa.v  from  stich-lac. 

10.  Bahia  tvax. 

Alcohol,  ether,  chloroform,  petroleum  spirit,  and  alcoholic  solu- 
tion of  potash  exert  a  solvent  action  on  the  various  kinds  of  wax 
met  with  in  commerce,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  solutions  wdth 
solution  of  ammonia  and  with  alcoholic  solutions  of  lead  acetate 
and  of  ferric  chloride  has  formed  a  means  of  distinguishing  them 
from  one  another.  The  process  is  as  follows  : — A  sample  of  the 
wax  is  heated  with  ten  times  as  much  chloroform  to  boiling,  and, 
when  completely  dissolved,  cooled  in  cold  water. 

1.   The  chloroform  solution  remains  clear  after  cooling. 

A.  Ether  dissolves  completely. 
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(a)  Alcoholic  solution  of  ferric  chloride  gives,  with  the  alcoholic 
solution  of  the  wax,  a  precipitate  insoluble  on  heating — ic ax  from 
Myrica  qtiercifolia. 

(b)  Ferric  chloride  colours  alcoholic  solution  black — ivax  from 
undetermined  species  of  Myrica. 

(c)  Ferric  chloride  colours  brownish,  but  gives  no  precipitate — 
tvax  from  Myrica  cerifera ;  iv ax  from  Orizaba. 

B.  Ether  dissolves  only  a  part.  A  sample  is  boiled  with  ten 
times  the  quantity  of  alcoholic  potash  solution  till  saponified,  and 
the  soap  heated  with  100  volumes  of  water. 

(a)  The  soap  is  completely  soluble — Japanese  wax. 

(b)  The  soap  is  partially  soluble — African  beesivax. 

2.  The  chloroform  solution  becomes  cloudy  on  cooling. 

A.  Alcoholic  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  gives,  with  the  alcoholic 
solution  of  the  wax,  after  a  few  minutes'  standing,  a  cloudiness — 
wax  from  sticlc-lac. 

B.  Alcoholic  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  gives  no  cloudiness. 

(a)  The  ethereal  solution  of  the  wax  becomes  cloudy  on  the 
addition  of  an  equal  volume  of  alcohol — -Brazilian  wax. 

(b)  The  ethereal  solution  remains  clear — Bahia  zcax. 
Ambergris.  Gr.  Pouchet.     (Bepertoire  de  Pharm.,  August,  1892; 

also  S.  Jourdain,  Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chim.,  August  25th,  1892.) 
A  miscroscopic  and  chemical  examination  of  different  samples  of 
this  drug  shows  the  presence  of  acicular  crystals  (best  seen  in 
polarized  light),  together  with  a  large  proportion  of  a  black 
pigment,  and  some  excremental  matters  characterized  by  the 
presence  of  fragments  of  the  jaws  of  cephalopodes.  The  black 
colouring  matter  is  also  said  to  be  derived  from  cephalopodes. 
Ambergris  may  be  considered  as  a  product  analogous  to  intestinal 
calculi. 

Report  on  the  Malayan  Fish  Poison  called  Aker  Tuba,  Derris 
Elliptica.  L.  Wray,  junr.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  61- 
(52.)  The  fish-poison  known  by  the  Malayan  name  of  Aker  tuba 
is  the  root  of  a  papilionaceous  woody  climber  called  Derri's  elliptica. 
This  plant  bears  bunches  of  pretty,  fragrant,  white  flowers  tinted 
witli  pink  and  pale  buff,  which  are  followed  by  thin,  ^ai,  blunt- 
ended  pods,  2|  inches  long  by  1  inch  broad,  containing  one  or  two 
seeds.  The  leaves  are  pinnate,  with  seven  to  thirteen  leaflets, 
and  are  whitish  beneath.  It  flowers  in  Pcrak  in  February  and 
March,  and  the  fruit  ripens  in  May  or  June.  The  plant  grows 
wild  on  the  plains  in  Perak,  and  is  also  rather  extensively  culti- 
vated.    The  roots  are  brought  into  commerce  done  up  in  bundles. 
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They  are  the  most  virulent  part  of  the  plant.  They  have  a  rather 
pleasant  aromatic  resinous  smell,  bearing  a  slight  resemblance  to 
that  of  liquorice  root.  When  cut,  they  exude  a  white  milky  sap, 
which  under  the  microscope  is  seen  to  be  an  emulsion.  They  are 
largely  iised  by  the  Chinese  market  gardeners  as  an  insecticide. 
The  main  use  was,  however,  until  the  prohibition  came  into  force, 
as  a  fish-poison. 

The  author  finds  that  20  grains  of  the  green  root  will  render  one 
gallon  of  water  sufficiently  poisonous  to  kill  fish.  The  poisonous 
principle  is  not  an  alkaloid,  but  a  resinous  substance,  for  which  the 
name  "  tubain  "  is  proposed.  It  is  very  brittle,  reddish-brown, 
quite  insoluble  in  water,  pai'affin  oil,  and  benzol,  but  soluble  in 
alcohol,  ether,  and  chloroform.  It  has  a  specific  gravity  of  11602; 
is  dissolved  by  nitric  acid,  forming  a  bright  dragon's-blood  red  solu- 
tion; and  is  unacted  on  by  strong  boiling  solution  of  carbonate 
of  soda.  When  heated  in  a  glass  tube  it  melts,  boils,  and  then  car- 
bonizes, a  brown-coloured  oil  condensing  on  the  cool  part  of  the 
tube.  It  burns  with  a  large  smoky  flame,  leaving  a  quantity  of  car- 
bonaceous ash.  It  is  most  conveniently  prepared  by  crushing  the 
chopped  root  and  digesting  it,  with  little  heat,  for  some  hours  in 
alcohol  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  filtering  and  evaporating 
on  a  water-bath  at  a  low  temperature  until  a  gummy  substance 
separates.  When  all  the  spirit  has  evaporated  and  water  only 
remains,  the  tubain  may  be  removed  and  pressed  into  a  mass. 
This  can  then  be  washed  by  kneading  in  hot  water  and  further 
purified  by  re-solution  in  alcohol  and  repeating  the  above  process. 
The  result  will  be  the  resinous  substance  above  described.  The 
I'oots  should  be  digested  a  second  time  in  fresh  alcohol.  The  dried 
root  yields  9"42  per  cent,  of  tubain  by  the  above  pi'ocess.  When 
tubain  is  dissolved  in  spirits  of  wine  and  left  to  stand,  a  granular 
deposit  of  a  dirty  white  colour  is  formed,  which  is  only  sparingly 
.soluble  in  cold  alcohol,  but  is  dissolved  by  hot  alcohol,  chloroform, 
and  ether.  This  granular  body  re-deposits  on  evaporation  from 
ether  as  a  pure  white  crystalline  tasteless  mass.  From  its  solution 
in  chloroform  it  is  left  as  a  clear  white  vai-nish.  When  heated  it 
melts  into  a  transparent  white  fluid,  which  on  an  increase  of  heat 
turns  brownish-red  and  partly  distils,  unaltered.  This  substance, 
when  freed  from  all  traces  of  tubain,  is  not  poisonous  to  fish. 
The  acid  aqueous  solution  left  after  the  deposition  of  the  tubain, 
and  which  contains  presumably  any  alkaloids  present  in  the  roots, 
is  also  not  poisonous. 

The  author  states  that   one   part  of  tubain  in  350,000   parts  of 
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water  proves  quickly  fatal  to  fisli,  and  water  containing  the  extra- 
ordinarily small  quantity  of  one  millionth, — j.e.,  1  grain  in  143 
pounds  of  water, — will  kill  fish  in  from  one  quarter  to  half  an 
hour,  according  to  the  species.  There  seems  to  be  considerable 
difference  in  the  susceptibility  of  various  kinds  of  fish  to  the 
effects  of  the  poison. 

In  conclusion  the  author  advocates  the  use  of  this  poison  for  the 
destruction  of  the  many  insect  pests  to  which  garden  and  green- 
house plants  ai^e  subject,  an  application  which  is  already  exten- 
sively practised  in  China. 

We  may  add  that  attention  has  alread}-  been  called  to  this  poison 
a  few  yeai's  ago  by  Greshoff,  who  described  it  under  the  name  of 
"  derrid  "  (see  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1891,  183).  The  author 
of  the  present  report  has  evidently  been  unaware  of  this  previous 
investigation. 

The  Arrow-Poison  of  the  Ainos.  S.  Eldridge.  (Nature,  slvi. 
475.)  According  to  B.  Schreube,  this  poison  is  prepai'ed  fi-om  the 
young  roots  of  Aconitum  Japonicum.  The  results  of  the  author's 
chemical  and  physiological  investigation  confirm  the  suppo.sitiou 
that  aconite  is  the  active  ingredient,  and  seem  to  indicate 
that  other,  probably  inert,  sub.stances  are  also  present  in  the 
compound. 

Preliminary  Notice  of  the  Arrow-Poison  of  the  Wa  Nyika  and 
other  Tribes  of  East  Equatorial  Africa.  T.  R.  I'raser  and  J.  Til  lie. 
(Abstract  of  a  pajDcr  i-ead  before  the  Royal  Society,  March  "iord, 
1893.)  Burton,  Cameron,  and  other  travellei's  have  given  accounts 
of  much  interest  of  an  arrow-poison  used  in  Avarfare  and  in  the 
chase  by  the  Wa  Nyika,  Wa  Kamba,  Wa  Gyriama,  and  other 
tribes  of  Eastern  Equatorial  Africa.  The  poison  was  stated  to  be 
prepared  from  the  wood  of  the  stem  and  root  of  a  tree,  which, 
however,  was  not  botanically  identified.  The  authors  have  now 
examined  this  poison,  together  with  the  wood  from  which  it  is  pre- 
pared, and  also  the  leaves  and  fruit  of  the  plant  yielding  it,  and 
have  identified  the  plant  as  a  species  of  Acokanthera.  They  have 
isolated  both  from  the  poison  and  the  wood  a  ci-ystalline  glucosido 
and  active  principle  having  a  composition  cori-esponding  to  the 
formula  C30  H50  Oj^,  and  agreeing  in  its  physical  and  chemical 
characters  with  a  crystalline  substance  separated  by  Arnaud  from 
the  wood  of  a  plant  obtained  in  the  Somali  country  and  belonging 
to  the  same  genus.  It  crystallizes  from  hot  alcohol  in  slender 
needles  and  from  water  in  quadrangular  plates,  is  slightly  soluble 
in  water  and  alcohol,  less  so  in  acetone,  ani3-l  ah-ohol  and  petroleum 
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ether,  and  quite  insoluble  in  ethyl  ether  and  chloroform.  With 
strong  sulphuric  acid  it  immediately  forms  a  pink  coloration, 
which  soon  darkens  to  a  brick-red,  and  then  slowly  fades  to  pale 
brown.  Dilute  sulphuric  acid,  with  moderate  heat,  changes  the 
colourless  crystals  rapidly  to  brick-red,  and  then  gradually  choco- 
late and  green  colours  are  developed. 

The  minimum  lethal  dose  of  the  active  principle  was  found  to 
be  between  000004  and  0'0000-5  grain  per  100  grains  of  weight  of 
frog.  Rabbits  succumbed  to  the  subcutaneous  administration  of 
■j  J  y  grain  per  lb.  of  body  weight.  A  detailed  description  of  the 
pharmacological  effects  will  be  found  in  the  paper. 

Oiiabaio,  Wabei,  or  Wabajo  Arrow-Poison.  E.  M.  Holmes. 
(Phann.  Journ.,  ord  series,  xxiii.  9G5-9(jl).)  In  the  year  1882,  some 
roots,  stems,  and  leaves  of  the  plant  said  to  yield  the  ouabaio  arrow- 
poison  of  the  Somalis,  were  sent  from  Africa  to  France  by  M. 
Revoil.  A  chemical  investigation  of  this  material  was  made  by 
M.  Arnaud,  who  obtained  from  it  a  glucoside  which  he  named 
ouabain.  The  physiological  effect  of  the  plant  was  determined  by 
M.  T.  de  Rochebrunne,  and  was  found  to  be  that  of  a  cardiac 
poison.  A  botanical  examination  of  the  leaves  by  MM.  Franchet 
and  Poisson  led  those  botanists  to  refer  the  plant  to  the  genus 
Garissa,  and  to  consider  it  to  be  nearly  allied  to  C.  Schimperi.  As 
this  species  does  not  possess  the  spines  characteristic  of  most 
species  of  Garissa,  and  is  placed  by  modern  botanists  in  the  closely 
allied  genus  Acolcantliera,  M.  Cathelineau  has  suggested  the  name 
AcoliantJiera  Ouabaio  for  it,  and  this  name  has  been  subsequently 
adopted  by  M.  Arnaud.  A  microscopical  examination  of  the 
ouabaio  stem  made  by  M.  Cathelineau,  shows  that  it  possesses  the 
structural  peculiarities  characteristic  of  the  species  of  the  genus 
Acohanthera,  viz.,  sclerogenous  cells  at  the  same  time  in  the  pith, 
pericycle,  and  liber.  These  have  not  been  found  in  the  genus 
Garissa,  except  in  G.  Arduina. 

The  author  has  recently  examined  some  leaves  of  the  plant  from 
which  M.  Arnaud  obtained  ouabain,  and  which  were  presented  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Museum  by  Prof.  Cornu.  A  careful 
comparison  of  these  leaves  with  those  of  M.  Revoil's  specimen  of 
the  ouabaio  plant,  and  with  the  other  species  of  Acokanthera  in 
the  Kew  Herbarium,  have  satisfied  the  author  that  the  wabei, 
wabajo,  or  ouabaio  arrow-poison  is  indeed  derived  from  Acokanthera 
Schimperi. 

According  to  M.  Cathelineau,  the  root  of  Acokanthera  Schimperi 
occurs  in  pieces  about  f  to  1|  inch  in  diameter.     It  is  of  a  greyish 
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brown  colour  externally,  cracked  longitudinally,  and  occasionally 
transversly  also,  but  in  a  less  regular  manner.  The  outer  surface 
is  soft  and  spongy,  and  easily  abraded  by  the  nail.  Under  a  good 
lens,  a  transverse  section  of  the  bark  is  seen  to  consist  of  two 
well-marked  layers.  The  outer,  owing  to  the  cork  cells  penetrat- 
ino-  the  liber,  is  marked  with  a  network  of  darker  lines,  the  outer 
meshes  having  white  dots  representing  the  cut  laticiferous  vessels, 
and  darker  circular  dots  consisting  of  bundles  of  sclerenchymatous 
cells.  The  inner  layer  is  seen  as  a  definite  line  of  denser  tissue 
closely  adherent  to  the  wood,  with  numerous  bundles  of  similar 
cells.  The  wood  is  yellowish  white,  tough,  and  minutely  porous, 
with  well-marked  but  narrow  medullary  rays.  The  bark,  macerated 
in  water,  gives  a  dark-brown  solution,  with  but  little  bitterness. 
The  wood,  however,  possesses  a  very  bitter  taste.  Ouabain,  when 
pure,  is  stated  to  have  no  appreciable  bitterness. 

The  transverse  sections  of  the  root  bark  and  stem  are  illustrated 
by  woodcuts. 

With  regard  to  the  active  principle  ouabain,  the  author  men- 
tions that  the  stem  and  root  of  Acokanthera  Scliimperi  yield  "3  per 
cent ,  while  as  much  as  4-5  per  cent,  can  be  obtained  from  the 
seeds  of  StrojJianthus  rjJaher. 

Physiological  Action  of  Atropine  and  Pilocarpine.  J.  P.  Morat 
and  M.  Doyon.  (ComjJtes  Bendus  Soc.  Biol.,  1892,  707-710.) 
These  two  alkaloids  are  found  to  have  an  antagonistic  action  on 
the  respiratory  movements,  the  latter  being  accelerated  by  atropine 
and  retarded  by  pilocarpine. 

Physiological  Action  of  the  Bases  of  Gelsemium  Sempervirens, 
]SI.  Cushny.  {Pharm.  Joui-n.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  985.  From  Archiv 
fiir  exper.  Pathol,  und  Pharmahol.)  The  author  has  investigated 
the  action  of  the  two  bases  obtained  from  this  plant  by  Gerrard 
and  by  Thompson.  The  crystallizable  base  named  by  Gerrard 
gelsemine,  but  known  in  Germany  as  "  crystallized  gelseminine," 
■was  prepared  from  the  crude  base  met  with  in  commerce,  and  it 
was  found  to  possess  all  the  characteristics  described  by  Gerrard 
and  Thompson.  The  other  base,  for  which  tlie  name  gelseminine 
has  been  adopted,  was  obtained  at  first  in  the  form  of  a  brown 
resinous  mass.  After  purification  it  was  still  amorphous,  though 
free  from  colour,  but  became  yellow  on  the  addition  of  acids.  The 
chief  result  arrived  at  is  that  the  physiological  action  of  this 
amorphous  base  is  very  much  more  powerful  than  that  of  the 
crystallizable  base.  Subcutaneous  injection  of  one  milligram  pro- 
duced in  frogs  slight  narcosis,  which  continued  for  some  length  of 
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fime,  while  five  milligrams  of  tlie  crystalline  base  did  not  produce 
a  very  decided  toxic  effect.  Gelseminine  dilates  the  pupil  most 
readily  when  applied  locally,  but  at  the  same  time  causes  pain 
and  reddening  of  the  conjunctiva,  effects  corresponding  to  those 
observed  by  Tweedy  as  being  produced  by  the  base  to  Avhich  the 
name  "gelseminine"  was  applied  by  Wormley.  The  general  re- 
sult of  the  author's  experiments  is  that  they  do  not  point  to  any 
useful  therapeutic  application  of  the  gelsemium  bases.  He  suggests 
for  the  crystalline  base  the  formula  C^g  Hg^  N;  0^^,  and  for  the 
amorphous  base  C4.2  H,-  N'g  0^^. 

Physiological  Action  of  Benzoylpseudotropeine.  Dr.  Hugen- 
shmidt.  (Sem.  Med.,  Nonv.  liem.,  ix.  'yij.)  Benzoylpseudotropeine 
(tropacocaine)  is  found  to  be  much  less  poisonous  than  cocaine, 
and  to  be  more  energetic  and  thorough,  in  its  action  as  a  local 
anaesthetic  than  the  latter,  over  which  it  is  stated  to  have  the 
further  advantage  that  its  solutions  can  be  kept  unchanged  for 
sevex'al  months  owing  to  its  antiseptic  properties. 

Physiological  Action  of  Cocaine.  B.  Danilewsky.  (Pflilger's 
Archiv,  li.  446-454.  From  Journ.  Chein.  Soc.)  In  the  numerous 
researches  on  this  subject,  attention  has  been  specially  directed  to 
the  action  of  cocaine  on  sensory  nerves.  It  has,  however,  also  an 
action  in  paralysing  motor  nerves.  Langlois  and  Richet  state 
that  the  toxic  action  of  cocaine  is  propoi'tional  to  the  development 
of  the  cerebral  system. 

In  the  present  research,  observations  were  made  on  various 
aquatic  animals  belonging  to  the  gi'oups  of  the  coelenterata, 
echinodermata,  worms,  arthropoda,  and  mollusca.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  cocaine  was  added  to  the  water,  the  concentration  of  the 
mixture  varying  from  1  to  1000-3000. 

The  general  result  may  be  summed  up  by  saying  that  cocaine 
is  a  protoplasmic  poison ;  it  is  an  anaesthetic  to  all  kinds  of 
animals ;  and  that  its  action  has  no  relation  to  the  development  of 
the  nervous  system,  still  less  of  a  central  nervous  mechanism. 

The  Diuretic  Effects  of  Theobromine.  W.  Cohnstein.  (Pharm. 
Zeitu7ig,  February  11th,  189o.)  The  author  discusses  the  question 
to  which  class  of  diuretica  theobromine  must  be  considered  to  be- 
long. He  finds  that  this  alkaloid  exercises  no  appreciable  action 
on  the  heart  and  vascular  system,  and  that  its  diuretic  effects 
must  be  attributed  to  a  direct  stimulation  of  the  kidneys. 

Carpaine  as  a  Substitute  for  Digitalis.  Dr.  v.  Oefele. 
(Merck's  Bulletin,  1892,  270.)  Carpaine  is  an  alkaloid  of  the 
formula   Cj^H^-NO^,  which  was   isolated  by  Greshoft'   from   the 
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leaves  of  Carica  Papaya  (see  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacu,  1891,  182). 
The  author  has  investigated  its  merits  as  a  cardiac  remedy,  and 
arrives  at  the  conclusion  that,  though  for  internal  administration 
it  presents  no  advantages  over  other  digitalis  substitutes,  it  is 
decidedly  superior  to  them  for  hypodermic  use.  It  is  thoroughly 
efficient,  and  may  be  injected  Avithout  fear  of  producing  any  irri- 
tation or  abscess. 

Pangaduine,  an  Alkaloidal  Preparation  from  Cod -Liver  Oil. 
J.  Bouillot.  (Gomptes  Hendns,  cxvi.  439-441.)  The  author 
applies  the  name  pangaduine  to  the  mixture  of  all  the  alkaloids 
contained  in  cod-liver  oil.  It  is  soluble  in  alcohol  and  an  aqueous 
solution  of  glycerin,  and  may  be  extracted  from  the  latter  by  the 
oil.  It  is  stated  to  be  of  great  value  in  tuberculosis,  gout,  rheuma- 
tism, diabetes,  and  neurasthenic  weakness, ^ — in  short,  in  all  diseases 
associated  with  imperfect  nutrition. 

The  author  finds  that  the  alkaloids  of  cod-liver  oil  are  not  pro- 
duced by  any  process  of  fermentation,  but  that  they  are  of  biliary 
orio-in,  and  pre-exist  in  the  normal  hepatic  tissue. 

Combination  of  Cantharidin  with  Cocaine  for  Therapeutic  Use. 
M.  Hen  nig.  {Aputh.  Zeitung,  1892,  522.  From  Berl.  Klin. 
Wochenschrift .)  This  preparation,  made  by  the  union  of  2 
■molecular  weights  of  cocaine  hydrochlorate  with  1  molecular 
weight  of  cantharidin  dissolved  in  2  m.w.  of  sodium  hydrate,  is 
not  a  chemical  compound,  but  merely  a  mixture  from  which,  how- 
ever, the  sodium  chloride  is  removed.  It  is  claimed  to  have 
notable  therapeutic  advantages  over  the  cautharidates  in  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  chronic  catarrhal  affec- 
tions of  the  air  passages.  The  remedy  presents  the  appearance  of 
an  amorphous,  white,  odourless  powder  of  unpleasant,  pungent 
taste ;  it  is  soluble  in  boiling  water,  and  insoluble  in  alcohol,  ether, 
and  benzin.  On  account  of  its  greater  stability  the  solution  in- 
tended for  subcutaneous  injection  should  be  made  with  chloro- 
form water,  and  the  dose  to  be  injected  should  be  equivalent  to 
y^^  milligram  of  cantharidin. 

Teucrin.  v.  Mosetig-Moorhof .  (P h arm.  Cent ralhalle,  1893, 
i?9.)  The  preparation  described  under  this  name  is  a  sterilized 
alcoholic  extract  obtained  from  an  aciueous  extract  of  the  dried 
plant  of  Teucrium  Scordium.  It  is  a  dark-brown  liquid  of  charac- 
teristic odour  and  acid  reaction.  It  is  used  hypodermically,  and 
has  been  found  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  fungoid 
local  diseases  and  abscesses. 

Antipyrine    as   a   Remedy   in   Lead   Colic.     JilM.    Do  vie   and 
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Chatin.  (Phann.  Zeitumj,  Februaiy  lltli,  189;1)  The  author 
has  successfully  employed  antipyrine  in  several  cases  of  colic 
arising  from  lead-poisoning.  Its  effect,  like  that  of  exti-act  of 
belladonna,  in  such  cases  is  attributed  to  a  distending  action  on 
the  blood-vessels. 

Analgene.  {Pliarm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  698,  and  Deutsch.  Med. 
Wochenschr.)  This  body  was  introduced  a  short  time  ago  as  an 
anti-neuralgic  (see  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  197).  It  is  now 
found  that  the  substitution  of  the  benzoyl  radical  in  place  of  the 
acetyl  radical  in  this  preparation  is  a  decided  advantage,  and  this 
compound  will  therefore  in  future  be  ana-monobenzoylamido- 
quinoline,  the  constitution  of  which  is  represented  by  the 
formula :  — 

NH-  COCgHj 

I 
C        CH 

//\    /\ 
HC       C       CH 

I  II  I 

HC       C       CH 


C         N 

I 
OC0H5 

Analgene  is  given  to  adults  in  doses  of  0"')-2  grams,  and  is 
stated  to  be  free  from  the  injurious  effects  accompanying  the  use 
of  other  remedies  for  the  relief  of  pain.  It  is  practically  insoluble 
in  Avater  and  quite  tasteless,  and  fuses  at  208°  C. 

Extract  of  Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  the  Vomiting  of  Pregnancy. 
Dr.  Fedorow,  {Bevue  de  Thcrap.,  1892,  388.)  The  author  re- 
commends the  administration  of  20  drops  of  fluid  extract  of 
hydrastis  four  times  a  day  in  these  cases.  The  drug  acts  by  re- 
ducing the  arterial  pressure,  relieving  the  congestion  of  the  uterus, 
and  by  calming  the  excitability  of  the  vaso-motor  centres  of  the 
gastro-intestinal  tract. 

Benzosol  (Benzoylguaiacol)  as  a  Remedy  in  Diabetes.  A. 
Jolles.  (Pharm.  Post.,  1893,  101  and  114.)  The  author  points 
out  that  the  claim  of  this  preparation  as  a  successful  remedy  for 
diabetes  rests  to  some  extent  on  urine  tests  by  means  of  the  polari- 
scope,  and  shows  at  the  same  time  that  the  urine  of  non-diabetic 
pei-sons  to  whom  this  remedy  is  administered  is   hpvo-rotatory. 
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It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  supplement  tlie  indications  of  the 
polariscope  by  chemical  tests  for  sugar  in  order  to  draw  correct 
conclusions  respecting  the  value  of  this  remedy. 

Benzol  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent.  W.  Murrell.  (Chemist  and 
Druggist,  January  28tb,  1893.  Fi-om  Med.  Press.)  The  author 
states  that  benzol  is  not  only  a  toxic  agent,  but  in  small  doses 
possesses  useful  medicinal  properties.  The  formula  he  usually 
employs  is:  Pure  benzol,  1|  drachms;  oil  of  peppermint,  I 
drachm ;  and  olive  oil  to  2  oz.  This  is  stated  to  make  a  palatable 
preparation.  The  dose  is  from  10  to  30  drops  on  sugar  every 
three  or  four  hours.  The  author  has  used  it  in  some  cases  of 
influenza,  and  in  over  a  hundred  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  and 
winter  cough.  It  is  an  expectorant  and  sedative,  and  has  been 
found  highly  beneficial  even  in  very  obstinate  cases.  In  the  doses 
mentioned  it  has  never  been  observed  to  produce  any  injurious 
effect. 

Gruaiacol  Carbonate  and  Creasotal  as  Therapeutic  Agents.  J. 
Brissonnet.  (liepertnlre  de  Phanii.,  October,  1892,  440;  also 
M.  Chaumier,  Bull.  gun.  de  Therap.,  December,  1892,  519.)  Both 
papers  confirm  the  value  of  guaiacol  carbonate  in  the  treatment 
of  pulmonary  phthisis  and  the  advantages  it  possesses  over  guaiacol 
(compare  Year- Book  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  194). 

Chaumier  also  reports  very  favourably  on  the  corresponding 
compound  of  creasote,  which  he  considers  as  preferable  even  to 
the  guaiacol  cai'bonate  for  the  same  purposes.  It  is  described 
under  the  name  "  creosotal."  In  the  intestines  it  splits  up  into 
carbonic  acid  and  creasote,  and  thus  produces  the  action  of  the 
latter  without  interfering  with  the  digestive  process. 

SalocoU.  (Pharin.  Zeitang,  189S,  183.)  Salocoll  is  a  commercial 
name  applied  to  phenocoll  salicylate,  which  is  recommended  in 
the  place  of  the  liydrochlorate  as  an  antipyretic,  antineuralgic, 
and  ant irlicumaf  ie,  in  doses  of  one  to  two  gi'ams. 

Therapeutic  Properties  of  Formanilid.  (Phann.  Zeifnng,  1893, 
160.)  Formanilid,  C,;  H5  N  H  •  CO  H,  is  recommended  as  an 
analgetic,  an.ie.sthetic,  antipyretic,  antineuralgic,  and  luBmostatie, 
and  is  stated  to  combine  the  propei-ties  of  acetanilid,  antipyi-ine, 
and  cocaine.  It  crystallizes  in  prisms  soluble  in  water  and  moi-e 
freely  in  alcohol,  and  melting  at  4(3^  C.  A  three  per  cent,  solu- 
tion injected  subcutaneously  or  into  the  urethra  produces  anjvs- 
tlu'sia.  As  an  external  styptic  it  is  stated  to  be  snpci'ior  to 
antipyi'inc. 

Coryl,  a  New  AnaBStlietic.      (Juuru.  de  Pharm.  d'Auvers,  January, 
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1893,  16.)  The  preparation  introduced  under  this  name  is  a 
mixture  of  methyl  and  ethyl  chloride,  and  is  used  as  a  local 
anesthetic  in  dentistry  and  in  minor  surgical  operations.  Though 
it  does  not  produce  as  great  a  cold  as  methyl  chloride,  it  has  the 
advantage  of  being  still  liquid  at  0°  C. 

Eugenol-Acetamide,  a  New  Anaesthetic.  (Pharm.  CentraUialle, 
1892,  441.)  This  preparation  is  stated  to  be  equal  to  cocaine  as  a 
local  anaesthetic,  and  to  combine  with  this  effect  a  powerful  anti- 
septic action.  It  produces  no  local  irritation.  It  crystallizes  from 
water  in  scales  and  from  alcohol  in  needles,  fusing  at  110"  C.  It 
is  obtained  by  converting  eugenol  successively  into  eugenol-sodium, 
eugenol-acetic  acid,  ethyl  eugenol-acetate,  and  eugenol-acetamide. 

The  Action  of  the  Volatile  Oil  of  Atherosperma  Moschata.  R . 
Stockman.  (Pharm.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  512 ;  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  December  24th,  1892,  892.)  Atherosperma  moschata,  or 
Australian  sassafras,  is  a  tree  growing  in  South  Australia  and 
Tasmania,  and  belonging  to  the  natural  order  Monimiacem,  tribe 
AtherospermecB.  The  bark  has  been  used  as  a  substitute  for  tea, 
while  a  decoction  and  a  tincture  have  been  employed  therapeuti- 
cally as  an  alterative  in  rheumatism  and  secondary  syphilis,  as  a 
diuretic  and  diaphoretic,  and  as  an  expectorant  in  bronchitis.  In 
1861  Zeyert  isolated  from  the  bark  an  alkaloid,  atherospermine, 
regarding  the  physiological  action  of  which  nothing  is  known. 
Bosisto  has  obtained  from  the  bark  an  essential  oil  which  has 
been  given  in  heart  disease,  and  is  stated  to  require  great  caution 
in  its  administration,  one  drop  being  considered  a  full  dose.  This 
statement  has  induced  the  author  to  investigate  both  the  volatile 
oil  and  the  bark  with  regard  to  their  physiological  action.  He 
arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  neither  the  oil  nor  any  other  con- 
stituent of  the  bark  is  particularly  active  or  poisonous,  and  further, 
that  the  oil  has  a  close  resemblance  in  physiological  action  to  other 
volatile  oils.  Respecting  its  uses  as  a  diaphoretic,  expectorant, 
and  alterative,  he  considers  that  it  is  simply  similar  to  the  many 
other  essential  oils  or  plants  containing  them  which  are  used  in 
medicine  for  similar  purposes. 

Turpentine  as  an  Antidote  to  Phosphorus.  O.  Bush.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  183.)  The  author  has  experimented  upon 
dogs,  cats,  rabbits,  and  fowls,  to  ascertain  the  action  of  turpentine 
in  cases  of  poisoning  by  phosphorus.  The  phosphorus  was  given 
by  the  mouth  or  as  hypodermic  injections,  in  quantities  in  excess 
of  fatal  doses,  and  an  emulsion  of  turpentine  subsequently  ad- 
ministered.    As   a  result    it  was  found    that    the    action    of  the 
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phosphorus  was,  within  certain  limits,  distinctly  impeded,  and  the 
author  therefore  recommends  the  use  of  turpentine  as  an  antidote 
in  cases  of  poisoning  from  this  substance.  At  the  same  time  the 
use  of  emetics  and  of  the  stomach  pump  should  not  be  neglected. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  action  of  the  tui^pentine  may  be  due  to  the 
formation  of  an  analogous  compound  to  that  obtained  by  Koehler, 
and  named  by  him  terebinthophosphoric  acid.  This,  though 
poisonous,  is  much  less  energetic  in  its  action  than  phosphorus 
itself. 

Eucalypteol.  M.  Anthoine.  (Journ.  de  Pharvi.  et  de  Chim. 
[5],  xxvi.  391-394,  and  Bull.  Gen.  de  Therap.,  cxxii.  316  and  433.) 
The  name  eucalypteol  is  given  to  a  crystalline  dihydrochloride, 
CjoHig,  2HC1,  obtained  in  the  action  of  hydrochloric  acid  on 
eucalyptus  oil.  It  fuses  at  50*^  C,  boils  at  115°  C,  and  resembles 
in  its  general  properties  the  corresponding  dihydrochloride  ob- 
tained from  oil  of  turpentine.  It  possesses  antiseptic  properties, 
and  is  given  internally  in  doses  of  1  to  1"5  gram  daily.  Even  in 
very  much  larger  doses  it  produces  no  to.xic  action.  It  produces 
no  irritation,  is  well  borne  by  the  stomach,  and  does  not  hinder 
the  action  of  enz3'mes. 

Phenosalyl,  a  New  Antiseptic.  (Amer.  Joum.  Pliann.,  November, 
1892.)  This  antiseptic,  introduced  by  Dr.  de  Christmas,  is  a  mix- 
ture consisting  of  9  parts  of  phenol,  1  part  of  salicylic  acid,  2 
parts  of  lactic  acid,  and  O'l  of  menthol.  In  preparing  it  the  first 
three  ingredients  are  heated  together  until  completely  liquefied, 
and  the  menthol  is  then  added.  The  product  is  very  soluble  in 
glycerin,  and  dissolves  in  water  in  the  proportion  of  1-25.  It  is 
used  as  a  disinfectant,  being  able  to  sterilize,  in  aqueous  solution, 
tuberculous  expectoration  and  anthrax  cultures. 

Sodium  Paracresotate  as  an  Internal  Antiseptic.  P  r o  f .  D  em  m  o 
and  A.  Loesch.  {Revue  Gen.  de  Clin,  et  de  Thev.,  1892.)  Sodium 
paracresotate  is  recommended  by  the  authors  in  infantile  diarrhoea, 
and  given  at  first  in  small  and  gradually  increasing  doses.  The 
maximum  daily  quantities  are  05  gram  for  children  under  two 
years,  1  gram  for  those  between  two  and  four  years,  and  3  grams 
for  children  ten  years  old.  It  is  given  in  aqueous  solution  in 
conjunction  -with  tincture  of  opium  and  brandy,  and  is  stated  to 
act  as  an  internal  anti.septic,  disinfecting  the  stools  and  diminish- 
ing their  frequency. 

Sozal.  Dr.  Schaerges.  (Pharm.  Zeifunrj,  1892,  489.)  The 
new  antiseptic  introduced  under  this  name  is  the  aluminium  salt 
of  paraphenol.snlphonic  acid.  Ah,  (C(;  II,  ()  H  8  Og)^,  and  occurs   in 
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the  form  of  small  f^ranular  crystals  of  a  weak,  phenol-like  odour 
and  strong  astringent  taste,  readily  soluble  in  water,  glycerin, 
and  alcohol,  forming  permanent  solutions.  It  may  be  obtained 
either  by  dissolving  aluminium  hydrate  in  paraphenolsulphonic, 
acid,  or  by  double  decomposition  of  aluminium  sulphate  and 
barium  paraphenolsulphonate.  It  is  stated  to  be  very  useful  for 
antiseptic  dressings. 

Alumnol,  an  Astringent  Antiseptic.  MM.  Heinz  and  Lie- 
brecht.  (Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  697.)  Alumnol  is  a  naphthol- 
sulphonate  of  aluminium  containing  5  per  cent.  Al.  It  is  a  white, 
non-hygroscopic  powder,  very  soluble  in  water  and  soluble  in  alcohol 
with  a  blue  fluorescence.  It  is  also  soluble  in  glycerin,  but  insoluble 
in  ether.  With  hot  water,  solutions  containing  as  much  as  40  per 
<;ent.  can  be  obtained  which  do  not  precipitate  on  cooling.  Aqueous 
solutions  have  a  slight  acid  reaction  ;  they  reduce  silver  nitrate, 
pi'oduce  a  blue  coloration  with  ferric  chloride,  and  form  precipitates 
with  albumen  and  gelatin  which  are  readily  soluble  in  an  excess  of 
these  two  substances.  A  solution  containing  but  one  part  per  1,000 
has  a  distinctly  astringent  taste.  Owing  to  its  solubility  in  pus, 
it  does  not  cause  any  clogging  when  applied  to  pus-secreting  sores. 
A  special  use  of  the  substance  in  ophthalmical  practice  is  noted 
by  Wolffberg,  a  4  percent,  solution  dropped  into  the  eye  arrest- 
ing the  flow  of  tears  for  several  minutes,  thus  enabling  an  easy 
examination. 

Judiciously  employed,  alumnol  produces  no  injurious  eft'ects.. 
Experiments  on  animals  showed  that  very  large  doses  were  required 
to  produce  any  toxic  action  consisting  in  changes  in  the  kidneys 
such  as  are  liable  to  follow  the  administration  of  excessive  doses  of 
aluminium  salts  generally. 

Diaphterin  (Oxyquinaseptol) , a  New  Antiseptic.  (Pharm.  Zeitung, 
1892,  429.)  This  substance,  to  which  attention  was  directed  by 
Prof.  Emmerich  as  a  most  valuable  and  comparatively  non-poison- 
ous antiseptic,  is  formed  by  the  introduction  of  a  second  molecule 
of  oxyquinoline  into  oxyquinoline  phenol  sulphonate.  Its  com- 
position is  represented  by  the  formula — 


C6H4<^j, 


O  H  N  Og  Ho  0  H 

S  0.,  O  H  N  Cj  H«  0  H. 


When  recrystallized  from  water  it  forms  amber-yellow,  trans-, 
parent,  hexagonal  crystals,  which  are  freely  soluble  in  water,  but 
Jess  soluble  in  alcohol.  It  fuses  at  85°  C,  and  begins  to  decompose, 
when    heated   above    180°  C.      Its   aqueous    solution   gives    with, 
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ferric  chloride  a  bluish-green  coloration  which  is  destroyed  by 
hydrochloric  acid.  When  treated  with  an  excess  of  sodium  car- 
bonate, oxyquinoline  is  precipitated,  while  phenol  is  found  in 
solution. 

A  1  per  cent,  solution  is  sufficiently  strong  for  antiseptic 
dressings. 

Formic  Aldehyde  as  an  Antiseptic.  M.  Berlioz  and  A.  Trill  at. 
(Comptes  Bendiis,  cxv.  290;  also  Pliarm.  Zeitung,  xxxviii.  173.) 
The  authors'  experiments  afford  additional  evidence  respecting  the 
powerful  antiseptic  action  of  this  body.  A  very  small  proportion 
suffices  to  arrest  the  development  of  bacteria  and  to  prevent  the 
putrefaction  of  animal  substances.  It  is  equal  in  this  respect,  if 
not  superior,  to  corrosive  sublimate,  and  has  the  advantage  of 
being  readily  diffusible.  It  is  stated  that  its  vapour,  when  mixed 
Avith  air,  may  be  inhaled  without  producing  any  injurious  effect. 
A  solution  containing  40  per  cent,  of  the  aldehyde  is  introduced 
as  a  very  efficient  general  disinfecting  agent  and  antiseptic  under 
the  name  of  "  formalin."  It  is  a  colourless  liquid  of  pungent  odour, 
and  can  be  easily  a.ssayed  by  titration  with  ammonia,  rosolic  acid 
being  used  an  an  indicator. 

Formalin.  J.  Stahl.  (Pharm.  Zeitung,  1893,  173.)  This  name 
is  given  to  a  40  per  cent,  aqueous  solution  of  formaldehyde,  which 
is  used  as  a  disinfectant  in  the  form  of  solution,  spray,  or  vapour. 
It  is  stated  to  be  equal  to  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  as  a 
microbicide  and  to  have  the  advantage  of  being  non-poisonous. 

Europhen.  Dr.  Eichoff.  (Medical  Chronicle,  February,  1893, 
331.)  The  author  has  further  investigated  the  antiseptic  and 
therapeutic  properties  of  this  body,  and  confirms  its  value  as  an 
efficient  substitute  for  iodoform,  over  which  it  has  the  advantage 
of  causing  no  injurious  effects  after  absorption,  and  having  no 
unpleasant  odour  (compare  also  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1892, 
199). 

Antiseptics  and  their  Classification.  T.  J.  Keen  an.  (American 
Druggist,  March,  1892.)  The  author  divides  antiseptics  into  three 
principal  groups,  indicative  of  their  application,  viz. : — 

Surgical  Antiseptics. — Agents  capable  of  keeping  sterile  the 
exposed  tissues  and  field  of  operation  during  the  progress  of  a 
.surgical  performance,  and  of  preserving  afterwards  the  asepticity 
of  the  parts  operated  on. 

Medical  Antiseptics. — IJrugs  used  in  the  ti'catment  of  intestinal 
sepsis,  fermentation,  etc.,  and  in  the  treatment  of  parasitic  diseases 
of  the  skin,  etc. 
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riiarmaceuHcal  Antiseptics. — Agents  employed  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  those  organic  chemical  solutions,  etc.,  that  are  liable  to 
undergo  decomposition  from  the  development  of  fermentation,  or 
of  gi'owths  of  a  fungoid  nature. 

These  he  again  subdivides  into  classes  indicative  of  their  deriva- 
tion, name! J,  into  chemical  bodies  of  the  jihenol,  mercury,  and  iodiyie 
classes,  as  follows  : — 

I.  Antiseptic  Driigs  Classed  According  to  their  Uses. 

1.  Surgical  Antiseptics. — Bichloride  of  mercury,  red  iodide  of 
mercury,  carbolic  acid,  cresol  and  its  combinations,  creolin,  lysol, 
naphthalin  and  its  combinations,  thymol  and  its  combinations, 
salicylic  acid,  boric  acid,  europhen,  aristol,  iodoform,  dermatol, 
Acetate  of  aluminium,  permanganate  of  potassium,  hydrogen  di- 
oxide, iodol. 

2.  Medical  Antiseptics. — Salol,  salicylic  acid  and  its  salts,  nitrate 
of  silver,  creosote,  naphthalin  and  its  combinations,  resorcin,  bis- 
muth and  its  combinations,  benzoin  and  its  combinations,  europhen, 
aristol,  iodoform,  dermatol,  camphor,  sodium  sulphite,  zinc  sul- 
phite, potassium  sulphite,  oil  of  cinnamon,  oil  of  fennel,  oil  of 
peppermint,  oil  of  wintergreen. 

3.  Pharmaceutical  Antiseptics.  —  Salicylic  acid,  acetanilid,  chloro- 
form, alcohol,  glycerin,  chloral,  boric  acid. 

11.     Antiseptic  Drugs  Glassed  According  to  their  Derivation. 

1.  Phenol  Class. — Carbolic  acid,  cresol,  creolin,  lysol,  creosote, 
salicylic  acid,  salol,  naphthalin,  thymol,  eui'ophen,  aristol,  resorcin, 
benzoin,  acetanilid,  camphor,  oil  of  cinnamon,  oil  of  fennel,  oil  of 
peppermint,  oil  of  wintergreen. 

2.  Mercury  Class.  —Bichloride  of  mercury,  red  iodide  of  mer- 
cury. 

3.  Iodine  Glass. — Iodoform,  iodol. 

4.  Unclassified.— '^itrfite  of  silver,  bismuth  combinations,  der- 
matol, alcohol,  glycerin,  chloroform,  chloral,  sulphur  combinations, 
acetate  of  aluminium,  boric  acid,  permanganate  of  potassium, 
hydrogen  dioxide. 

Of  the  various  chemical  agents  which  have  been  proposed  as 
substitutes  for  iodoform,  the  author  considers  europhen  to  be  the 
most  potent  and  least  disagreeable. 

Arsenic  as  a  Prophylactic.  C.  F.  Bryan.  {Brit.  Med.  Journ., 
1892,  1187.)  The  author  reports  favourably  on  the  value  of 
arsenic  as  a  prophylactic  in  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  influenza. 
It  is  given  for  this  purpose  in  the  form  of  pills  containing  ^-^  to  ^'^ 
grain  of  arsenious  acid,  or  in  2-minim  doses  of  liquor  ar.senicalisy 
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LitMum  Benzoate  in  Rheumatic  Gout.  M.  Ad  one.  (Journ.  de 
Pharm.  et  de  Chim.,  October,  1892.)  The  author  confirms  the 
value  of  lithiam  benzoate  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatic  g'ont.  He 
observed  that  its  prolonged  administration  was  followed  by  an 
almost  entire  disappearance  of  uric  acid  from  the  urine. 

ITa^nesium  Gynocardate  as  a  Remedy  for  Leprosy.  P.  S. 
Abraham.  (Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  28th,  1893.  From 
Brit.  Med.  Journ.)  The  author  has  applied  this  remedy  for  leprosy 
with  better  results  than  chaulmoogra  oil  as  such.  It  seems  that 
the  magnesia  salt  agrees  better  than  tlie  oil,  and  that  it  is  applic- 
able with  advantage  in  every  case  in  which  the  oil  is  useful. 

Potassium  Dithiocarhonate  as  a  Remedy  in  Skin  Diseases.  MM. 
Tommasoli  and  Vicini.  (}[onafsc]i.  fllr  pract.  Dermatol.,  1892. 
427.  From  Pharm.  Journ.)  This  salt,  the  formula  of  which  is 
Kg  C  0  So,  has  been  successfully  used  by  the  authors  in  various 
forms  of  skin  disease  as  ointment,  and  also  in  water  solution 
containing  as  much  as  5  per  cent.  Stronger  preparations  are 
sometimes  productive  of  unpleasant  effects.  The  salt  is  an  orange- 
red,  crystalline  and  deliquescent  powder,  readily  soluble  in  water, 
slightly  in  alcohol.  It  is  prepared  by  the  action  of  carbon  bi- 
sulphide upon  caustic  potash  solution  at  the  boiling-point.  The 
authors  share  the  opinion  of  Unna  that  the  efficacy  of  sulphur 
preparations  is  entirely  due  to  the  evolution  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  which  is  a  result  of  their  gradual  decomposition. 

Strontium  Salts  as  Therapeutic  Agents.  (From  The  Therapist.) 
Strontium  salts,  though  only  recently  introduced  as  medicinal 
agents  (see  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  192-193),  appear  to  be 
rapidly  increasing  in  favour,  and  are  stated  to  have  a  decided  anti- 
putrescent  and  antiseptic  power  on  the  tissues  and  excreta.  They 
are  non-poisonous,  provided  they  are  pei'fectly  free  from  barium. 
The  nitrate  is  recommended  in  doses  of  30  grains  and  upwards  in 
articular  rheumatism,  the  acetate  as  a  ttenicide,  the  phosphate  as  a 
substitute  for  calcium  ])hosphate,  and  the  iodide  and  bromide  as 
substitutes  for  the  corresponding  potassium  salts,  over  which  they 
have  the  advantage  of  being  borne  in  larger  doses.  The  lactate, 
which  has  obtained  a  reputation  in  albuminuria,  may  be  safely 
given  in  daily  quantities  of  two  and  even  up  to  three  drachms. 

Anti-Emetic  Effects  of  Strontium  Bromide.  G.  Coronedi. 
(Ui'pertoire  de  Pharm.,  October,  1892.)  Very  good  results  have 
been  obtained  by  the  author  with  strontium  bromide  in  the  treat- 
ment of  persistent  vomiting  originating   from  various  causes,  in- 
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eluding  pregnancy.     It  is  administered  in  doses  of  l-")  grains  two 
or  three  times  a  day  ^vith  meals. 

Physiological  Eifects  and  Uses  of  Strontium  Salts.  A .  M  a  1  b  e  c . 
{Bevue  internal,  de  Bibliogr.  Med.,  October  lUth,  1892,  330;  Amer. 
Journ.  Pharm.,  December,  1892.)  The  author  states  the  adult 
dose  of  the  lactate-  to  be  from  2  to  10  grains,  while  the  bromide  and 
iodide  may  be  given  in  the  same  doses  as  the  coi-responding 
potassium  salts ;  the  sulphate  and  phosphate,  being  insoluble,  may 
be  given  in  wafers,  or  mixed  with  food,  or  pi-eferably  in  the  form 
of  biscuits.  The  author  finds  the  salts  to  be  non-poisonous ;  they 
appear  to  facilitate  the  nutritive  acts  in.  the  organism,  more 
particularly  the  lactate ;  to  sensibly  augment  the  intravascular 
tension  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  retard  the 
peptonization  of  the  albuminoids,  thus  effecting  a  favourable 
action  in  certain  pathological  conditions.  The  author  regards  the 
lactate  as  being  indicated  in  certain  forms  of  albuminuria,  and  also 
in  gastric  affections,  characterized  by  hyperpepsia  with  accompany- 
ing pain  ;  it  may  even  advantageously  replace  the  alkali  bicarbon- 
ates.  Bromide  of  strontium  is  a  substitute  for  potassium  bromide, 
is  better  tolerated  by  the  stomach,  and  does  not  cause  the  con- 
dition of  bromism.  Strontium  iodide  should  be  preferred  to 
potassium  iodide  as  a  cardiac  and  circulatory  medicament,  in  cast> 
the  latter  be  not  well  tolerated.  Strontium  nitrate  is  found  to  be 
a  good  diuretic.  Strontium  sulphate  and  phosphate,  notably  the 
latter,  may  be  utilized  as  antiseptics,  antiparasitics,  and  restora- 
tives. 

Names  of  New  Remedies.  J.  D.  Riedel.  (Chem.  Gentralhl.. 
1892,  584-586.)  This  paper  furnishes  a  list  of  names  under  which 
a  number  of  organic  chemicals  have  been,  recently  inti'oduced  as 
drugs. 

Agajthin,  a  New  Remedy  for  Neuralgia  and  Rheumatism. 
{Pharm.  Zeitung,  1892,  114.)  The  substance  introduced  under 
this  name  is  stated  to  be  a  salicyl-a-methylphenylhydrazone  of 
the  formula  Cg  H^  .  0  H .  C  H  .  N" .  I^  .  (C  H3)  Cg  H-,  and  is  described 
as  forming  greenish-white,  inodorous  and  tasteless  laminte,  melting 
at  72-74°  C,  insoluble  in  w^ater,  but  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  and 
benzol.  It  is  administered  in  doses  from  2  to  7  grains  two  or  three 
times  daily. 

Asbolin.  A.  Behal  and  M.  Desvignes.  {Comptes  Rendus, 
cxiv.  1541.)  The  preparation  introduced  under  this  name  as  a 
remedial  agent  in  tuberculosis  was  obtained  by  Braconnot  from 
an  aqueous  infusion  of  soot.     The  authors  have  examined  it,  and 


184  YEAR-BOOK    OF    PHARMACY. 

found  it  to  consist  of  a  mixture  of  Yiyrocatechln  and  homopijro- 
catechin. 

Tolypyrine  and  Tolysal.  {Pharm.  Ceniralhalle,  xxxiii.  715.) 
The  bodj  recently  introduced  \>j  J,  D.  Riedel  under  the  name  of 
"  tolypyrine  "  is  p-tolyldimethylpyrazolon,  and  differs  from  anti- 
pyrine  by  containing  an  additional  methyl  group  introduced  into 
the  phenyl  radical.  Its  constitution  is  represented  by  the  follow- 
ing formula  : — 

CH, 
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C 
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HC      CH 

I       II 
HC      CH 
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I 

/^\ 

C  Hg  N     CO 

I       I 
C  Hg  C  =  C  H 

It  is  stated  to  possess  valuable  therapeutic  properties.  Like 
antipyrine,  it  combines  with  salicylic  acid  in  a  manner  analo- 
gous to  the  formation  of  salipyrine.  The  i^esulting  compound, 
Cjo  Hj^  No  O  •  C7  Hy  O3,  is  tei-med  "  tolysal,"  and  is  credited  with 
remarkable  therapeutic  properties,  respecting  which  a  further 
account  is  promised. 

Antispasmin.  E.  Merck.  {Pharm.  Journ,,  3rd  series,  xxiii. 
t)OG.)  This  is  a  preparation  consisting  of  one  molecule  of  narceine 
sodium  combined  with  three  molecules  of  sodium  salicylate.  The 
author  describes  it  as  a  white,  slightly  hygroscopic  powder  readily 
soluble  in  water.  It  contains  about  50  per  cent,  of  narceine,  has 
an  alkaline  reaction,  and  absorbs  carbonic  acid  from  the  air  with 
partial  separation  of  narceine.  It  is  considered  that  the  purity  of 
the  narceine  in  this  preparation,  and  its  solubility,  will  remove 
some  of  the  chief  objections  to  the  use  of  this  base  in  medicine. 
It  is  found  to  be  an  excellent  hypnotic  and  sedative,  especially 
suited  for  the  relief  of  cramp,  and  hence  the  name  adopted  for  it. 
It  may  be  administered  without  danger  in  doses  of  y^y-  of  a  grain 
to  1^  grains,  and  a])pears  to  be  well  adapted  for  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  children. 
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Chloralose,  a  New  Hypnotic.  M.  Han  riot  and  C.  Richet. 
(Gomptes  liendus,  cxvi.  Go-G5.)  Under  this  name  the  authors 
describe  a  substance  resulting  from  the  combination  of  chloral  and 
glucose,  whicli  had  previously  been  obtained  in  a  somewhat  less 
pure  condition  by  A.  Heffter,  who  called  it  "  anhydroglucochloral  " 
(see  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1890,  32).  It  is  recommended  as  a 
hypnotic,  more  active  than  chloral,  and  quite  free  from  injurious 
effects  in  doses  not  exceeding  12  grains.  Its  composition  is  re- 
presented by  the  formula  Cg  11^  CI3  Oq.  It  is  prepared  by  heating 
a  mixture  of  equal  quantities  of  anhydrous  chloral  and  dry  glucose 
to  100°  C.  for  an  hour,  then  mixing  the  cooled  product  with  a  small 
quantity  of  water  and  extracting  with  boiling  ether.  The  ether 
solution  is  i-epeatedly  distilled  with  water,  until  all  the  chloral  has 
been  expelled.  The  residual  aqueous  solution  yields  upon  frac- 
tional crystallization  two  distinct  bodies  of  the  same  composition, 
one  of  which  is  slightly  soluble  in  cold  water,  but  soluble  in  hot 
water  and  alcohol,  and  constitutes  the  substance  under  discussion 
(chloralose),  while  the  second  is  almost  insoluble  even  in  hot 
water,  and  is  distinguished  by  the  name  parachloralose,  which  is 
devoid  of  physiological  activity. 

Chloralose  is  much  more  active  as  a  hypnotic  than  chloral,  and 
its  elfects  cannot,  therefore,  be  due  to  the  liberation  of  the  latter. 
It  has  a  strongly  bitter  taste,  and  is  most  conveniently  adminis- 
tered in  cachets. 

Losophan,  a  New  Remedy  for  Skin  Diseases.  E.  Saalfeld. 
(Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  G13.  From  Therap.  Monatshefte.)  The 
remedy  introduced  under  this  name  is  tri-iodo-meta-cresol, 
Cg  H  I3  .  C  H3  .  0  H,  and  is  prepared  by  the  action  of  iodine  upon 
i)i-oxytoluic  acid  in  the  presence  of  the  calculated  quantity  of 
alkaline  hydrate  or  carbonate.  It  appears  in  the  form  of  white 
needles,  melting  at  121-5°  C,  and  containing  about  80  per  cent,  of 
iodine.  It  dissolves  with  difficulty  in  alcohol,  but  readily  in  ether, 
chloroform,  benzol,  and  fixed  oils.  A  solution  in  strong  alcohol 
remains  unchanged  on  keeping.  A  one  per  cent,  alcoholic  solution, 
or  an  ointment  containing  1-3  per  cent.,  have  been  used  success- 
fully in  the  treatment  of  herpes  tonsurans,  pityriasis  versicolor, 
and  affections  due  to  animal  parasites,  as  well  as  in  prurigo  and 
some  forms  of  chronic  eczema,  sycosis  vulgaris,  and  acne. 

Losophan  is  stated  to  be  not  adaptable  for  use  in  inflammatory 
conditions  of  the  skin,  as  it  is  apt  to  cause  irritation. 

Gallanol,  a  New  Remedy  in  Skin  Diseases.  M.  Blanc.  {Revue 
de  Theraf.,  Ix.  214.     From  Pharm.  Jonrn.)     The  author  describes 
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this  as  a  white  crystalline  compound,  having  a  slightly  bitter 
taste,  and  melting  at  205°  C.  Avithout  decomposition.  It  is  ob- 
tained by  heating  tannin  with  aniline,  and  treating  the  product 
with  water  acidified  with  hydrochloric  acid,  after  which  it  forms 
ci'ystals  which  can  be  purified  by  repeated  crystallization  from 
aqueous  alcohol.  The  compound  is  only  slightly  soluble  in  cold 
water,  very  soluble  in  boiling  Avater  and  in  alcohol,  soluble  also  in 
ether,  but  insoluble  in  benzine  and  chloroform.  Alkalies  dissolve 
it  without  sensible  decomposition,  but  cause  a  brown  coloration. 
In  doses  of  two  grams  gallanol  has  no  ill  effect  upon  man,  but 
it  is  chiefly  indicated  for  external  ap2:)lication.  It  causes  no  irri- 
tating effect  upon  the  skin,  to  which  it  may  be  applied  in  the 
form  of  powder  ;  has  also  been  used  with  advantage  in  cases  of 
psoriasis  and  eczema,  in  the  form  of  a  pomade  with  soft  paraffin 
basis,  containing  one-twentieth,  one- tenth,  or  even  one-fourth  of 
the  medicament,  and  is  said  to  be  preferable  to  chrysophanic  and 
pyrogallic  acids. 

Thiosinamine.  L.  Hesse.  (Phann.  Joum.,  ord  series,  xxiii. 
341-342.  From  Apoth.  Zeitung.)  This  substance  has  recently 
been  recommended  by  Hebra  as  useful  in  the  treatment  of 
lupus    and    some   related    diseases.       It    is  allylsulphocarbamide, 

<N  H 
n^  XT    C3  Hj,     and    is    formed     by     warming     mustard    oil, 

C3  H5  N  C  S,  with  strong  solution  of  ammonia.  On  evaporating 
the  solution,  thiosinamine  crystallizes  in  colourless  prisms.  It  is 
readily  soluble  in  water,  alcohol,  or  ether,  has  a  faint  alliaceous 
odour,  bitter  taste,  and  melts  at  74°  C.  It  is  used  in  the  form  of 
injection,  containing  from  15  to  20  per  cent.  The  author  suggests 
that  this  preparation  should  be  used  with  caution,  las  it  is  not  free 
from  toxic  effects. 

Thyroid  Extract,  its  Preparation  for  the  Treatment  of  Myxce- 
dema.  E.  White,  {rhann.  Jouru.,  'Avd  series,  xxiii.  321.)  The 
hypodermic  injection  of  a  glycerin  extract  of  the  thyroid  gland 
of  sheep  has  been  advocated  as  a  remedy  for  myxc«dema  (see 
British  Medical  Journal,  October  10th,  1891,  and  April  16th,  1892). 
An  extract,  prepared  by  the  method  given  below,  has  been  used 
with  satisfactory  results. 

The  glands  are  best  obtained  at  the  slaughter-house  when  sheep 
are  being  killed.  The  operator  should  be  provided  with  a 
scalpel,  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  a  stoppered  bottle,  all  of  which 
should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  rinsed  with  5  per  cent,  aqueous 
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solution  of  carbolic  acid.  As  soon  as  the  sheep  is  dead,  the  skin 
is  removed  from  the  neck,  and  while  the  animal  is  lying  on  its 
back,  a  median  incision  is  made,  extending  from  beneath  the  chin 
nearly  to  the  breast,  so  as  to  expose  the  trachea.  The  thyroid 
consists  of  two  lobes,  situated  in  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  one 
on  each  side  of  the  trachea,  and  connected  by  a  narrow  bindge  or 
isthmus.  This  isthmus  is  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  broad,  and 
is  seen  running  across  the  trachea  just  below  the  larynx,  on  about 
the  third  or  fourth  cartilage  ring.  It  is  reddish  in  colour,  but 
sometimes  very  pale.  Tracing  it  round  on  either  side  of  the 
trachea,  the  two  lobes  are  easily  found.  Each  lobe  is  from  1-1-| 
inches  long,  about  |-inch  broad,  shaped  like  an  almond,  and  of 
firm  and  compact  texture.  The  colour  is  dark  red.  The  lobes  are 
removed  by  means  of  the  forceps  and  scalpel,  as  free  as  possible 
from  the  surrounding  connective  tissue,  and  transferred  at  once 
to  the  bottle. 

To  prepare  the  extract,  the  glands  are  cut  up  into  transverse 
slices  on  a  clean  glass  or  earthenware  plate  which  has  been  rinsed 
in  5  per  cent,  carbolic  acid  solution.  All  the  utensils  employed 
in  the  subsequent  operations  should  be  rinsed  in  the  same  fluid. 
The  sliced  glands  are  placed  in  a  mortar  with  some  ordinary 
glass  tubing — about  two  inches  to  each  pair  of  glands  will  be 
found  sufficient.  The  whole  is  ground  up  together  until  the 
glands  are  thoroughly  disintegrated,  and  a  mixture  is  then  added 
of  equal  parts  of  glycerin  and  water  in  the  proportion  of  one  fluid 
drachm  to  each  pair  of  glands.  The  mixture  of  glycerin  and 
water  should  be  first  sterilized  by  boiling  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  cooled.  After  w^ell  triturating,  the  contents  of  the  mortar 
are  transferred  to  a  stoppered  bottle  or  jar,  a  small  piece  of 
thymol  is  added,  and  the  whole  macerated  for  twenty-four  hours. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  the  fluid  is  squeezed  out  through 
a  piece  of  muslin  by  means  of  the  fingers  (previously  dipped  into 
5  per  cent,  carbolic  acid  solution),  and  filtered  through  a  double 
layer  of  paper  under  pressure.  The  paper  may  be  sterilized  by 
immersion  in  boiling  water.  Under  a  pressure  equal  to  about 
15  inches  of  mercury  a  nearly  clear  filtrate  of  a  pale  red  colour 
is  obtained,  measuring  about  the  same  volume  as  the  fluid  added 
to  the  glands,  since  the  glands  themselves  exude  fluid  when 
pounded  in  the  mortar,  and  by  filtering  under  pressure  very  little 
fluid  is  lost  in  the  residue  remaining  on  the  filter. 

If  access  cannot  be  had  to  a  pressure-filter,  it  suffices  to  pour 
oS  the  supernatant  fluid  after  the  twenty-four  hours'  maceration, 
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because  filtration  under  ordinary  conditions  proceeds  too  slowly. 
In  this  case  much  less  extract  is  obtained,  but  this  defect  can  be 
partly  remedied  by  using'  double  the  quantity  of  glycerin  and 
water  given  above.  This  will  give  a  distinct  layer  of  fluid,  which 
can  be  easily  decanted  from  the  residue.  Care  should  be  taken  to 
see  that  it  is  free  from  solid  particles  of  all  but  the  minutest  size. 
Fifteen  minims  of  the  stronger  or  thirty  minims  of  the  weaker 
extract  is  the  quantity  employed  for  each  injection.  The  extract 
may  be  kept  about  seven  days  in  a  well-stoppered  bottle  contain- 
ing a  piece  of  thymol.  After  this  time  its  injection  is  followed 
by  some  local  disturbance,  due  probably  to  incipient  putrefactive 
decomposition,  which  the  thymol  seems  incapable  of  preventing. 
AVhether  the  addition  of  any  other  antiseptic,  of  harmless  nature, 
would  obviate  this  effect,  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

Note  on  Thyroid  Extract.  Dr.  Mackenzie.  (Brit.  Med. 
Journ.,  October  29th,  1892.)  The  author's  experiments  show  that 
the  administration  of  thyroid  extract  by  the  mouth  produces  the 
same  result  as  the  administration  by  means  of  hypodermic  injec- 
tion. 

The  Active  Principle  of  the  Thyroid.  E.  White.  (Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  651-652.)  The  process  suggested  by  the 
author  for  the  preparation  of  this  principle  in  a  dry  state,  consists 
in  acidifying  a  diluted  glycerine  extract  of  the  glands  with  phos- 
phoric acid,  and  then  precipitating  with  calcium  hydrate,  w^hich 
carries  down  the  whole  of  the  as  yet  unidentified  principle,  and  is 
itself  precipitated  as  calcium  phosphate,  leaving  a  clear  super- 
natant fluid.  The  precipitate  when  dried  is  non-hygroscopic,  taste- 
less, and  odourless,  and  appears  to  possess  a  similar  activity  to  the 
better  known  preparations  already  in  use.  The  powder  is  admin- 
istered in  three-grain  doses,  and,  in  one  instance,  has  caused  a  re- 
duction in  bulk  of  fourteen  pounds  in  a  month.  It  is  stated  to  be 
free  from  all  the  objectionable  features  attending  ingestion  of  the 
glands  themselves,  and,  in  its  manufacture,  the  various  special 
precautions  necessitated  in  the  preparation  of  extracts  for  hypo- 
dermic injection  are  obviated. 

Animal  Extracts.  E.  Delpech.  (Pharm.  Journ.  From  a  paper 
read  before  the  Sociele  de  Pharmacie  de  Paris.)  The  solutions 
obtained  from  animal  tissues,  according  to  the  methods  of  Brown- 
.Sequard,  d'Arsonval,  and  Constantin  Paul,  are  intended,  according 
to  their  nature,  to  be  used  for  the  treatment  of  ansemia,  nervou.s 
debility,  tuberculosis,    neurasthenia,  goitre,   total    ablation  of  the 
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thyroid  gland,  myxoedema,  diabetes,  leucocythaemia,  degeneration 
of  the  suprarenal  capsules,  and  Addison's  disease. 

Cerebral  Extract. — The  extract  from  the  brain  of  the  sheep  is 
prepared  according  to  the  method  of  Dr.  Constantin  Paul,  which 
is  described  by  him  as  follows  : — From  the  brain  of  a  recently 
killed  sheep,  fifteen  grammes  of  the  grey  matter  are  taken  and 
divided  into  small  pieces.  These  are  allowed  to  macerate  for 
twenty-four  hours  in  five  times  their  weight  of  glycerin.  Then 
add  an  equal  weight  (75  grammes)  of  a  two  per  cent,  salt  solu- 
tion. Filter  through  paper  by  the  aid  of  a  pressure-filter,  into  a 
vessel  that  has  been  sterilized  in  Pasteur's  apparatus  at  140°  C. 
Next  introduce  the  solution  into  the  sterilizing  filter  apparatus  of 
d'Arsonval,  and  submit  it  to  a  pressure  of  fifty  to  sixty  atmo- 
spheres, obtaining  this  pressure  by  allowing  liquid  carbon  dioxide 
to  pass  into  the  gaseous  state.  After  leaving  it  in  contact  wit 
the  gas  for  fifteen  minutes,  filtration  is  then  allowed  to  proceed 
through  the  clay  cylinder  in  the  apparatus,  the  same  pressure  being 
maintained.  In  this  rapid  filtration  of  the  fluid  in  d'Arsonval's 
apparatus,  the  carbon  dioxide  pi-otects  the  liquid  from  contact 
with  the  air,  and  on  the  other  hand  submits  it  to  a  preliminary 
sterilization  which  may  be  called  physiological,  independent  of 
the  purely  physical  sterilization  due  to  the  action  of  the  clay 
cylinder.  The  action  of  the  carbon  dioxide  is  to  destroy  all  organ- 
isms present  in  the  fluid,  and,  by  the  pressure  exerted,  this  is 
afterwards  forced  through  the  clay  cylinder.  The  liquid  thus 
obtained  is  of  uniform  composition  and  physiological  activity,  for 
the  carbon  dioxide  may  be  regarded  as  the  natural  medium  sur- 
i-ounding  the  histological  elements  of  the  animal  tissues,  since  the 
lymph  which  constitutes  the  actual  medium  is  saturated  with  this 
gas  and  contains  but  little  oxygen.  The  use  of  carbon  dioxide 
then  is  not  likely  to  have  any  deleterious  effect  on  the  organic 
fluids  dealt  with.  Immediately  after  filtration  the  liquid  froths, 
owing  to  disengagement  of  the  gas.  It  ought  speedily  to  become 
limpid  and  transparent,  and  have  somewhat  the  syrupy  consistence 
of  glycerin,  its  density  being  from  I'OS  to  1*09,  and  its  reaction 
neutral.  It  contains  no  organized  bodies,  and  is  composed  of 
albuminoid  matter,  phosphorus  in  the  form  of  glycerophosphoric 
acid,  cerebrin,  and  lecithin,  ten  parts  containing  the  soluble  portion 
of  one  part  of  the  grey  matter  of  the  sheep's  brain.  On  the 
filtrate  leaving  the  apparatus,  it  is  received  directly  into  stoppered 
bottles,  having  a  capacity  of  about  ten  cubic  centimetres,  which 
have  been  rendered  perfectly  aseptic  in  Pasteur's  apparatus  at  a 
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temperature  of  140°  C.  It  must  afterwards  be  protected  froiUi 
air,  light,  and  heat.  Dr.  Constantin  Paul  recommends  that  the 
solution  should  be  employed  within  ten  days  of  its  preparation, 
as  after  that  time  it  may  have  become  altered  or  have  lost  its 
efficacy.  The  dose,  by  injection,  is  one  to  five  cubic  centimetres 
twice  or  thrice  during  the  week. 

Testicle  Extract. — The  extract  from  the  testicles  of  the  ram  is 
prepared  by  the  method  of  Brown-Sequard  and  d'Arsonval.  One 
hundred  grams  of  the  material,  which  must  be  perfectly  fresh, . 
are  divided  by  scissors  into  small  pieces,  and  macerated  in  an 
equal  weight  of  glycerin  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  a  similar 
weight  of  a  boiled  five  per  cent,  salt  solution  is  added.  Filter 
through  papier  Laurent  by  the  aid  of  a  pressure-filter,  then  through 
a  clay  cylinder  in  d'Arsonval's  apparatus  under  a  pressure  of  sixty 
atmospheres,  after  remaining  in  contact  with  the  carbon  dioxide 
for  fifteen  minutes.  It  is  received  into  sterilized  stoppered  bottles 
like  the  former  extract. 

Thyroid  Extract. — To  prepare  the  extract  from  the  thyroid 
glands  of  sheep,  the  oi'gans  are  freed  from  enveloping  tissues,: 
fifteen  grams  of  the  substance  are  then  cut  in  small  pieces  with 
scissors  and  bruised  in  a  mortar  with  sand  and  fifteen  grams  of 
five  per  cent,  salt  solution.  Next  add  thirty  grams  of  glycerin, 
macerate  for  twenty-four  hours,  add  a  similar  weight  of  boiled  salt 
solution,  filter  through  paper  under  pressure,  then  in  d'Arsonval's 
apparatus,  and  receive  the  filtered  fluid  in  sterilized  stoppered 
bottles  as  before. 

During  the  course  of  the  preceding  operations,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  all  instruments  and  vessels  should  be  perfectly  steri- ■ 
lized  before  use. 

Acetic  Acid  as  a  Menstruum  in  the  Preparation  of  Medicinal 
Extracts.  F.  Hoffmann.  (Pharm.  Rundschau,  1893,  No.  2.) 
The  autlior  suggests  a  menstruum  of  GO  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid  in 
the  place  of  weak  or  strong  alcohol  for  the  exhaustion  of  drugs, 
especially  for  those  rich  in  essential  oils,  aromatic  resins,  alkaloids, 
or  glucosides.  The  acetic  acid  is  recovered  by  distillation.  He- 
considers  this  mode  of  extraction  as  more  complete  and  as  yielding 
products  of  greater  strengtii  and  constancv. 

The  Fluid  Extracts  of  Cinchona  and  Erythroxylon.  J.  P.  Rem- 
ington. (From  I'roc.  Amer.  I'Jiarrn.  Assoc,  1892.)  The  author 
finds  that  the  best  menstruum  for  tlie  preparation  of  liquid  extract! 
of  cinchona  is  a  mixture  of  foui-  volumes  of  alcohol  and  one  of. 
glycerin,  the    percolation   being    subsequently  completed   with  a: 


MATERIA    MEDICA    AND    PHARMACY. 


191 


mixtui'e  of  four  volumes  of  alcohol  and  one  of  water.  The  pro- 
duct thus  obtained  showed  no  signs  of  precipitation  after  being 
kept  for  six  months  at  a  low  temperature. 

In  the  case  of  liquid  extract  of  erythroxylon,  the  best  results 
were  obtained  with  a  menstruum  composed  of  one  volume  of 
alcohol  and  two  volumes  of  water. 

Eeport  on  some  Pharmacopceial  Extracts.  R.  A.  Cripps. 
(Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  18th,  1893,  383.)  Extractum  Mezerei 
JEthereum. — Having  repeatedly  met  with  samples  of  this  extract 
imperfectly  soluble  in  rectified  spirit,  the  author  has  examined 
several  trade  samples  from  different  makers  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Sap.  green  .  .  .  . 
Sap.  green  .... 
Dull  greeu    .... 

Brown 

Dirty  yellowish-greeu 
Deep  sap.  green  .  . 
Sap.  green  .  .  .  .' 
Dirtj'  yellowish-green 


P= 

3  fl 

>  g 

^i 

m" 

°  o 

B  53 

•"  t- 

S  a 

02 

M 

7-7 

91-5 

90-55 

131 

82-0 

70-8 

11-15 

87-5 

84-3 

9-3 

87-0 

46-0 

13-3 

77-5 

75-8 

12-3 

74-5 

87-0 

9-2 

89-2 

83-2 

8-9 

86-4 

86-2 

2-15 
16-0 
2-6 

44-4 

11-5 

10 

8-7 
5-2 


Insol.  in  ether 
orS.V.R. 


nil 

nil 

large  traces 

mere  trace 

mere  trace 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Samples  ISTos.  7  and  8  were  specially  prepared  from  the  stem 
and  root  barks  respectively.  The  yield  from  the  latter  was 
rather  greater  than  from  the  former,  but  the  colour  was  very  un- 
satisfactory. From  these  results  the  author  concludes  that  No.  5 
was  prepared  from  the  root  bark ;  that  No.  4  was  not  evaporated 
far  enough  before  the  ether  was  added,  and  was  consequently  an 
ethereo-alcoholic  rather  than  an  ethereal  extract  (a  conclusion 
applying  also  to  some  extent  to  Nos.  2  and  5)  ;  and  that  the  other 
samples,  though  presenting  some  vai^iation,  are  satisfactory.  As 
a  practical  suggestion  he  recommends  every  pharmacist  to  make 
a  ti'ial  of  the  solubility  of  this  extract  in  ether  before  receiving  it 
into  stock. 

Extractum  Jalapce. — With  a  view  to  detei-mine  how  far  the  extract 
of  jalap  of  English  trade  represents  the  official  preparation,  the 
author  obtained  and  examined  seven  samples  from  various  whole- 
sale houses,     The  followins:  results  were  obtained  : — 
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No  of 
sample. 


Appearance. 


Total  resin 
per  cent. 


Resin  koI. 
in  ether. 


Very  resinous  ;  firm  consistence  .     . 

Eesinous ;  hard 

Moderately  resinous  ;  fair  consistence 
Moderately  resinous ;  soft  consistence 
Sticky  and  soft  consistence      .     .     . 
Sticky  and  very  soft  consistence  .     . 
Moderately  resinous  ;  good  consistence 


501 

7-0 

40-5 

6-7 

32-7 

6-3 

25 

0-3 

18-0 

8-3 

12-0 

5  8 

18-4 

2-8 

The  extraordinary  variation  thus  indicated  in  the  strength  of 
the  commercial  extract,  together  with  the  impossibility  of  deter- 
mining the  value  of  the  extract  by  any  method,  short  of  actual 
assay  (differing  in  this  respect  materially  from  resin  of  jalap,  the 
quality  of  which  is  readily  ascertained  by  simple  solubility  tests), 
lead  the  author  to  the  conclusion  that  jalap  extract  is  an  unreliable 
preparation  unless  standardized,  and  that  it  might  without  disad- 
vantage be  expunged  from  future  editions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
as  the  resin  seems  to  answer  all  requirements. 

Extract  of  Coniiim. — An  examination  of  seven  commercial  speci- 
mens of  this  extract  yielded  the  results  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


The  amount  of  alkaloid  present  is  thus  shown  to  be  extremely 
variable,  the  weakest  sample  being  barely  one-fifth  as  strong  as  the 
most  potent.  The  author  proposes  that  this  extract  should  be  re- 
moved from  official  recognition,  and  considers  that  its  place  might 
well  be  supplied  by  recently  powdered  conium  fruits  (which  are 
capable  of   ready  assay   and  contain   about  double  the  quantity  of 
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alkaloids),  or  by  a  fluid  extract  made  from  the  fruits  bj  re-perr 
eolation,  wliich  could  be  standardized  to  contain  05  per  cent,  of 
alkaloid,  and  be  made  into  pills  with  the  aid  of  a  dry  excipient. 
He  considers  that  any  preparation  which  entails  evaporation, 
unless  in  strongly  acid  liquids,  would  be  undesirable,  and  the  use 
of  acids  is  to  be  deprecated. 

The  Assay  of  Narcotic  Extracts.  A.  Partheil.  (Apotheher 
Zeihoig,  vii.  -i^^.j.)  The  author  states  that  in  the  examination 
of  narcotic  extracts  by  the  method  of  Beckurts  or  DIeterich,  with 
subsequent  titration  of  the  alkaloid  with  centinormal  potash,  the 
best  indicator  is  a  solution  of  2  milligrams  of  iodoeosin  per  litre  of 
ether.  The  liquid  to  be  tested  is  shaken  with  20  c.e.  of  this  in- 
dicator and  gradual  successive  additions  of  the  standardized  alkali, 
until  the  aqueous  solution  becomes  rose-coloured.  The  ether  layer 
itself  remains  almost  colourless.  Quinine  cannot  be  titivated  with 
this  indicator;  but  the  method  answers  well  with  strychnine, 
brucine,  aconitine,  coniine,  morphine,  cytisine,  and  the  solanaceous 
bases. 

Examinatiou  of  Commercial  Specimens  of  Liquid  Extract  of 
Ergot.  W.  B.  Cowie.  (Chemist  and  Druggist,  April  1st,  1893, 
441.)  The  following  results  were  obtained  by  the  author  in  the 
examination  of  a  number  of  trade  specimens  of  this  extract : — 


Sample. 

Specific 
gravity. 

Per  cen^. 
extractive. 

S.  V.  R. 
by  vol. 

Copper. 

Standard      .     . 

1-038 

14-85 

29-76 

A 

1-031 

15-08 

32-94 

absent 

B 

1-018 

11-77 

32-91 

present 

C 

1-025 

12-80 

33-50 

absent 

D 

1-040 

14-90 

24-70 

absent 

E 

1-010 

15  40 

25-00 

}>resent 

F 

1-016 

8-12 

16  28 

present 

G 

1062 

17-47 

12  80 

absent 

H 

1020 

11-67 

29-89 

present 

Average    .     . 

1-032 

13-41 

25-43 

The  author  states  that  it  would  be  an  advantage,  in  the  case  of 
an  important  preparation  of  this  kind,  to  have  such  character  and 
tests  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  would  secure  the  attain- 
ment of  a  reasonable  standard  of  uniformity.  For  this  purpose 
they  suggest  the  following  : — Liquid  extract  of  ergot  should  be  a 
bright  liquid  of  a  rii:h  reddish-brown  colour,  having  a  specific 
gravity  of  1-030  to  1-040,  yielding  at  105°  C.  12  to  14  per  cent,  of 
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extractive,  readily  soluble  in  warm  water,  and  containing  29  to  30 
per  cent,  by  volume  of  rectified  spirit. 

Standardization  of  the  OfScial  Belladonna  Preparations.  J. 
Barclay.  (Pharm.  Jo2irn.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  740-742;  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  February  25tli,  1893.)  The  author  publishes  analyses 
of  commercial  specimens  of  green  extract  of  belladonna  showing  a 
very  considerable  variation  in  alcoholic  strength.  These  results, 
together  with  those  respecting  other  belladonna  preparations  pre- 
viously published  by  Dunstan  and  Ransom,  Cowie,  and  Cripps, 
leave  no  doubt  on  his  mind  for  the  necessity  of  standardization  of 
all  the  preparations  of  this  drug.  Dunstan  and  Ransom  have  re- 
commended a  dry  alcoholic  extract  containing  2  per  cent,  of  total 
alkaloid,  while  Cowie  has  suggested  a  4  per  cent,  strength.  The 
author  considers  the  former  too  low  and  the  latter  too  high,  and 
expresses  himself  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  a  3  per  cent,  stand- 
ard for  the  alcoholic  extract.  He  suggests  that  the  green  extract 
be  eliminated  from  the  Pharmacopoeia ;  but  as  an  extract  weaker 
than  the  alcoholic  is  desirable  for  dispensing,  he  proposes  the  sub- 
stitution for  the  green  extract  of  a  powdei^ed  extract  containing 
one  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloid. 

With  regard  to  the  strength  of  the  tincture,  the  author  considers 
that  the  standard  of  "025  of  total  alkaloid  recommended  by  Farr 
and  Wright  seems  to  meet  with  general  approval.  As  to  the  lini- 
ment, he  suggests  '25  as  a  convenient  strength;  it  would  thus  be 
10  times  as  strong  as  the  tincture,  and  fairly  approximate  the 
strength  of  the  present  official  liniment.  He  proposes  the  follow- 
ing directions  for  producing  the  various  belladonna  preparations 
on  the  lines  indicated  :  — 

Stronger  Extract  of  Belladonna. 
Take  of— 

Belladonna  Root  in  No.  40  powder   .         .     1  pound. 
Rectified  Spirit  .         .         .         .75  fluid  ounces. 

Distilled  Water         ....      a  sufficiency. 

Macerate  the  belladonna  in  50  tiuid  ounces  of  the  spirit  for  forty- 
eight  hours;  transfer  to  a  percolator,  and  when  the  fluid  has 
ceased  to  pass  continue  percolation  with  25  fluid  ounces,  or  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  rectified  spii'it  and 
water  until  50  fluid  ounces  of  percolate  are  collected,  recover  the 
spirit  from  the  extract  by  distillation,  evaporate  the  residue  to 
form  an  extract.  Continue  now  to  percolate  the  root  with  an 
additional    25    fluid    ounces,    or    a   further  sufficient  quantity   of 
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the  diluted  spirit  until  a  further  20  fluid  ounces  of  pei^colate  are 
obtained  ;  recover  the  spirit  from  this  portion  by  distillation,  and 
evaporate  the  residue  to  form  an  extract.  The  spirit  remaining  in 
the  marc  may  be  recovered  by  any  convenient  method. 

Determine  the  amount  of  alkaloid  contained  in  the  first  portion 
of  extract  obtained  and  in  the  second  portion ;  to  the  first  portion 
of  extract  add  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  second  to  produce  an 
extract  containing  3  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloid.  Preserve  what 
remains  of  the  second  jiortion  of  extract  for  preparing  Extract  of 
Belladonna. 

Extract  of  Belladonna. 
Take  of— 

The  second  weaker  portion '\ 

of    extract   obtained    iu  .     , 

,         .  f    any  convenient  quantity, 

preparing    the    stronger ,  x  ^ 

Extract  of  Belladonna      ) 

Stronger  Extract  of  Belladonna      a  sufficient  quantity. 

Mix  the  extracts  in  such  proportions  as  to  produce  a  mixture 
containing  1  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloid.  Remove  water  by  exposure 
to  the  heat  of  a  water-bath,  reduce  to  powder,  and  to  the  powder 
add  a  quantity  of  sugar  of  milk  equal  in  weight  to  the  water 
removed. 

Tincture  of  Belladonna. 
Take  of— 

Stronger  Extract  of  Belladonna       .         .     73  grains. 
Proof  Spirit 1  pint. 

Dissolve  the  extract  in  the  spirit,  allow  any  undissolved  matter 
to  subside,  and  decant  the  clear  tincture,  which  should  measure 
20  fluid  ounces. 

One  hundred  fluid  parts  of  the  tincture  contain  *025  parts,  by 
weight,  of  total  alkaloid. 

Liniment  of  Belladonna. 
Take  of— 

Stronger  Extract  of  Belladonna  .        .     1,095  grains. 
Camphor     ...         ....    1  ounce. 

Eectified  Spirit  ....        30  fluid  ounces. 

Dissolve  the  extract  and  camphor  in  the  spirit,  allow  any  undis- 
solved matter  to  subside,  and  decant  the  clear  liquid,  which  should 
measure  30  fluid  ounces. 
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One  hundred  fluid  pai-ts  of  the  liniment  contain  "25  parbs,  by 
weight,  of  total  alkaloid. 

Tincture  of  Green  Hellel3ore.  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright. 
{Chemid  and  Drnggisf,  October  29fch,  1892.)  The  authors'  experi- 
ments indicate  that  the  use  of  a  menstruum  containing  70  per 
cent,  of  alcohol,  and  the  application  of  a  process  of  continuous  per- 
colation, ai-e  best  adapted  for  the  preparation  of  this  tincture. 

The  yield  of  alkaloid  by  tinctures  prepared  from  different  speci- 
mens of  the  drug  was  found  to  vary  between  the  extreme  limits  of 
'032  and  "220,  thus  proving  the  urgent  need  for  the  adoption  of  a 
definite  process  for  the  preparation  of  this  tincture,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  such  tests  to  the  finished  product  as  may  insure  constancy 
and  uniformity  in  strength.  Details  as  to  the  mode  of  testing  are 
given  in  the  paper. 

Tincture  of  Opium.  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright.  {Chemist 
and  Drnggisf,  January  21st  and  March  4th,  1893.)  The  authors' 
results  show  that  in  the  preparation  of  this  tincture  by  the  B.P.  pro- 
cess, the  exhaustion  of  opium  rich  in  morphine  cannot  be  eft'ected 
even  approximately,  and  that  the  product  cannot  therefore  contain 
the  theoretical  quantity  of  morphine  deducible  by  calculation  from 
the  amount  actually  present  in  the  opium  used.  In  order  to  obtain 
a  tincture  containing  the  standard  percentage  of  morphine, — viz., 
•75  per  cent., — it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  opium  containing  at 
least  12*5  per  cent,  of  this  alkaloid,  if  the  Pharmacopoeia  directions 
be  strictly  adhered  to.  At  the  same  time  the  authors  show  that 
this  standard  may  be  maintained,  provided  the  Phai'macopoeia  pro- 
cess is  modified  so  that  the  opium  is  not  used  in  the  dry  state. 
They  recommend  that  the  moist  drug  should  undergo  a  preliminary 
treatment  by  rubbing  it  up  with  cold  water,  and  that  afterwards 
spirit  shouUl  be  added  to  make  the  menstruum  of  proof  strength, 
and  the  mixture  allowed  to  macerate  for  several  daj's  with  frequent 
shaking. 

Tincture  of  Lobelia.  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright.  (Chemist 
mid  Druggist,  April  1st,  1893.)  The  authors  recommend  an  alco- 
holic menstruum  of  50  per  cent.,  and  the  process  of  continued 
percolation  for  the  preparation  of  this  tincture.  The  product  thus 
j)repared  contains,  on  an  average,  2-35  per  cent,  of  extractive  and 
0'038  per  cent,  of  lobeline. 

Tincture  of  Rhubarb.  W.  Warrington.  {Western  Drug- 
gist, xiv.  325.)  The  author  recommends  the  addition  of  10  per 
cent,  of  glycerin  to  this  tincture.     He   claims   that   bv  this  means 
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precipitation  is  prevented  and  the  tincture  rendered  more  per- 
manent. 

Concentrated  Tinctures  and  Infusions.  E.  Gane.  {Chemist  and 
Druggist,  November  19th,  1892.)  The  author  strongly  condemns 
the  use  of  these  preparations,  and  as  to  the  infusions,  questions 
the  correctness  of  their  strength.  The  methods  of  manufactur- 
ing them  are: — (1)  By  cold  maceration  and  evaporation  of  the 
resulting  liquor ;  (2)  infusion  in  hot  water,  and  pressure  ;  (3)  by 
percolation  with  cold  water  or  dilute  spirit.  In  the  first  process 
there  are  two  drawbacks;  viz.,  loss  of  aroma  and  decomposition  of 
the  active  principles  by  the  long  evaporation.  In  the  second 
process  the  product  is  always  far  stronger,  when  diluted  as  di- 
rected, than  the  B.P.  preparation.  The  third  process  yields  a 
better  article,  but  still  not  a  B.P.  one  ;  for  very  little  of  the  muci- 
laginous matter  is  extracted  by  cold  percolation ;  and  when  weak 
spirit  is  used,  a  kind  of  tincture,  not  an  infusion,  is  obtained.  The 
author  also  refers  to  R.  A.  Cripps'  experience  of  inf.  cinch,  cone, 
which,  when  made  by  the  prolonged  evaporation  method,  always 
contains  an  excess  of  extractive  matter  and  no  quinine  (on  account 
of  hydrolysis).  Concenti-ated  tinctures  he  places  on  the  same  level 
with  concentrated  infusions,  and  considers  that  in  some  cases  it  is 
impossible  to  make  such  preparations. 

Preservation  of  Infusion  of  Digitalis.  J.  W.  England.  {Amer. 
Journ.  Pharrn.,  1892,  361.)  The  author  suggests  the  addition  of  a 
small  proportion  of  solution  of  ammonia  to  infusion  of  digitalis  as 
a  preservative.  "With  this  addition  the  infusion  is  said  to  keep 
unchanged  for  weeks,  while  otherwise  decomposition  would  set  in 
within  three  or  four  days. 

Gelatinization  of  Infusion  of  Digitalis.  W.  Brautigam. 
(Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  534.)  The  author  has  previously  ob- 
served that  the  gelatinization  of  this  infusion  is  due  to  the  action 
of  a  micro-organism,  Micrococcus  gelatinogenus,  upon  cane  sugar  (see 
Year-Boook  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  222).  He  now  reports  that  the 
products  produced  in  this  action  are  dextran,  dextrose,  and  levulose. 
The  last  is  used  as  food  by  the  organism,  while  the  first  is  the 
cause  of  the  gelatinization  referred  to.  By  precipitation  with  alco- 
hol, dextran  can  be  separated  from  the  other  pi-oducts,  and  is  thus 
obtained  in  the  form  of  white  flakes,  which,  on  exposure  to  a  gentle 
heat,  dry  up  to  a  greenish-white,  amorphous  mass.  Its  aqueous 
solution  is  almost  tasteless  and  strongly  dextrogyre.  On  boiling 
with  dilute  acids  it  is  converted  into  dextrose. 

Note  on  the  Decoction  and  Acid  Infusion  of  Cinchona.     I.  W. 
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Thomson.  (Chemist  and  Druggist,  April  1st,  1893,  441  ;  Pharm. 
Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii.  841.)  The  results  of  the  author's  experi- 
ments, in  all  of  which  the  same  sample  of  bark  was  einplojed,  are 
tabulated  as  follows  : — 


Per  cent,  total 
alkaloids. 

Per  cent,  quinine 
and  cinchonidine. 

Bark  contained 

B.P.  infusion 

6-20 
4-94 
1-26 
4-16 
2-04 
3-47 
2-73 

4-05 
2-14 

Cold  infusion  for  two  hours     .     .     . 

Loss 

B.P.  decoction 

Loss 

1-35 
2-73 
1-41 
2-64 

Hence  it  follows  that  in  the  case  of  the  B.P.  infusion  there  is  a 
loss  of  20'3  2)er  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloids,  and  a  loss  of  52'63  per 
cent,  of  the  quinine  and  cinchonidine  ;  in  the  case  of  the  cold  infu- 
sion there  is  a  loss  of  32 "9  per  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloids,  and  a 
loss  of  66'3  per  cent,  of  quinine  and  cinchonidine ;  and  in  the  case 
of  the  decoction  there  is  a  loss  of  44  per  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloids, 
and  a  loss  of  65'6  per  cent,  of  quinine  and  cinchonidine. 

Assay  of  Aromatic  Waters.  F.  Ranwez.  (Jaurn.  de  Pharm. 
d'Anvers,  December,  1892.)  The  author  recommends  the  following- 
process  for  the  estimation  of  volatile  oils  in  aromatic  waters  : — 
Dissolve  60  grams  of  sodium  chloride  in  200  c.c.  of  the  aromatic 
water  to  be  tested,  shake  the  solution  with  40  c.c.  of  rectified  ether, 
separate  the  latter,  and  repeat  this  treatment  with  another  40  c.c, 
and  finally  with  20  c.c.  of  ether.  Treat  the  united  ethereal  solu- 
tions with  dry  calcium  chloride,  and  filter  the  decanted  ether  into 
an  Erlenmeyer  flask  containing  5  c.c.  of  olive  oil  which  has  been 
previously  dried  at  100°  C.  and  weighed  (with  the  olive  oil).  Now 
i-emove  the  greater  part  of  the  ether  slowly  by  distillation  below 
its  boiling-point,  then  place  the  flask  in  a  drying  oven  at  a  tem- 
perature of  35-40°  C,  and  aid  the  evaporation  by  drawing  a  cur- 
rent of  air  through  the  flask  for  a  short  time  until  the  odour  of 
ether  has  disappeared  and  the  weight  of  the  flask  has  become  con- 
stant. 13y  deducting  from  this  weight  the  previous  weight  of  the 
flask  and  olive  oil,  and  multiplying  the  difference  by  Ave,  the  pro- 
poi'tiou  of  volatile  oil  pci-  litre  of  aromatic  water  is  obtained. 

Liquor  Magnesii  Carbonatis.  G.  Lunan.  (Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, Januaiy  21st,  1893,  72.)  Analyses  of  trade  specimens  of  this 
preparation  carried  out  by  the  author  show  greater  uniformity  in 
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nature  and  strength  than  those  examined  by  others  many  years 
ago,  though  they  still  fall  rather  sliort  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  With  regard  to  the  pi-eservation  of  this  liquid,  he 
suggests  the  addition  of  5  per  cent,  of  glycerin  and  the  storing  in 
bottles  holding  only  4  or,  at  most,  6  ounces. 

The  Preservation  of  Spiritus  .flEtheris  Nitrosi.  A.  Mel  drum. 
{Cheuiist  and  DrHgijist,¥ehr\vdvy  18th,  1893.)  The  author's  experi- 
ments lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  of 
glycerin  to  this  preparation  increases  its  stability  very  consider- 
ably. It  prevents,  to  a  great  extent,  the  loss  of  ethyl  nitrite, 
retards  the  formation  of  acetic  acid  and  free  nitrous  acid,  and 
reduces  the  j^ercentage  of  aldehyde. 

Syrup  of  Calcium  Lactophosphate.  H.  W.  Aufmwasser. 
{Amer.  Journ.  Fhanii.,  August,  1892.)  The  author  gives  the  follow- 
ing- directions  for  the  preparation  of  this  syrup  : — Dissolve  21'3 
parts  of  calcium  carbonate  in  a  mixture  of  109"4  parts  of  phos- 
phoric acid  and  33  parts  of  lactic  acid  previously  diluted  with  80 
parts  of  orange-flower  water  and  150  parts  *of  distilled  water, 
iilter  and  wash  the  residue  with  sufficient  water  to  obtain  400 
parts  of  filtrate,  in  which  dissolve  600  parts  of  sugar. 

Syrupus  Glycyrrhizse.  0.  Linde.  (Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892, 
■531.)  The  author  points  out  that  this  syinip  must  vary  in  qualit}' 
according  to  the  proportion  of  glycyrrhizin  contained  in  the  root 
■employed.  He  therefore  suggests  that  this  syrup  be  made  by 
dissolving  4  parts  of  ammoniated  glycyrrhizin  in  a  mixture  of  4 
parts  of  alcohol  and  26  parts  of  water,  and  adding  this  solution  to 
166  parts  of  simple  syrup.  In  order  to  obtain  the  ammoniated 
glycyrrhizin,  the  finely  cut  liquorice  root  is  extracted  with  cold 
water,  the  liquid  boiled,  filtered,  concentrated,  precipitated  with  an 
excess  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  the  precipitate  washed,  dissolved 
in  the  least  possible  quantity  of  solution  of  ammonia,  and  the 
solution  evaporated  upon  plates  at  a  moderate  temperature. 

Syrupus  Granati  Corticis.  E.  Aweng.  {Journ.  de  Phann.  Els.- 
Lothr.,  1892,  209.  Trom  Amer.  Journ.  Pharm.)  100  grams  of  the 
finely  powdered  bark  are  boiled  for  one  hour  with  dilute  alcohol, 
sp.  gr.  0-892,  using  a  reflux  condenser ;  after  cooling,  the  drug  is 
exhausted  with  dilute  alcohol,  and  the  percolate,  after  the  addition 
of  60  grams  of  sugar,  is  evaporated  on  a  water-bath  to  100  grams. 
Alkaloidal  assays  of  this  preparation  freshly  made  and  after  the 
expiration  of  two  years  gave  almost  identical  results.  The  precipi- 
tate produced  upon  standing  contained  no  alkaloid,  but  appeared 
to  consist  almost  entirely  of  tannin.     Owing  to  the  deterioration 
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of  the  dried  bark  and  the  stability  of  the  syrup,  it  is  suggested 
that  the  syrup  be  made  in  such  places  as  abound  in  the  production 
of  the  drug.  The  presence  of  23  per  cent,  of  tannin  in  the  bark 
imparts  to  the  syrup  an  unpleasant,  astringent  taste  ;  endeavour.s 
to  manufacture  a  more  palatable  preparation  led  to  the  following- 
formula  : — The  powdered  bark  is  digested  with  the  necessary 
quantity  of  Avater  for  twelve  hours  in  a  water-bath  ;  after  cooling 
50  per  cent,  of  slaked  lime  is  incorporated,  allowed  to  stand  again 
for  twelve  hours,  mixed  with  4  or  5  volumes  of  alcohol,  sp.  gr. 
0"830,  strained  and  expressed.  The  percolate  is  slightly  acidified 
Avith  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  filtered  and  distilled  ;  there  remains 
an  almost  pure  solution  of  the  alkaloidal  sulphates,  in  which  the 
alkaloids  are  determined,  and  the  preparation  is  finished  by  adding 
sugar  and  a  small  quantity  of  the  syrup  according  to  the  first 
formula,  by  means  of  which  sufficient  tannin  is  introduced  to 
form  the  more  stable  tannate  of  the  alkaloids.  Of  a  syrup  con- 
taining 1  per  cent,  of  the  alkaloidal  sulphates,  thirty  grams 
constitute  a  dose,  best  administered  in  an  emulsion  of  thirty  grams 
of  castor  oil.  The  alkaloids  are  determined  as  follows  : — The 
solution  of  the  sulphates,  freed  from  alcohol,  is  mixed  with  a 
slight  excess  of  milk  of  lime  ;  after  an  hour,  300  c.c.  of  petroleum 
ether  (boiling-point  45°  C.)  are  thoi-oughly  agitated  with  the 
mixture,  allowed  to  staiid,  and  the  peti-oleum  ether  removed  as 
completely  as  possible,  mixed  with  50  c.c.  ^o  ^^  sulphuric  acid, 
the  solvent  i-ecovered  by  distillation,  used  again  in  the  extraction 
of  alkaloid,  etc.,  until  the  alkaloids  have  been  completely  extracted; 
after  the  removal  of  the  solvent  the  excess  of  acid  is  titrated 
with  ^"„-  potassium  hydrate.  Each  c.c.  of  the  y",-  sulphuric  acid 
neutralized  by  the  alkaloids  corresponds  to  0"02gram  of  alkaloidal 
sulphate.  The  alkaloids  in  the  syrup  can  only  be  estimated  after 
precipitating  the  sugar  with  an  excess  of  alcohol. 

The  Cause  of  Crystallization  in  Easton's  Syrup,  B.P.C.  V\'. 
Lyon.  (PJuirin.  Juiirn.,  .3rd  sei'ies,  xxiii.  795-797.)  The  author 
has  investigated  the  causes  favouring  the  deposition  of  a  crystal- 
line quinine  salt,  to  which  this  syrup  is  known  to  be  liable,  and 
the  means  for  preventing  such  crystallization.  The  points  deduced 
from  his  experiments  are  : — 

I.  That  whether  the  sugar  does  or  does  not  cause  crystallization, 
a  large  excess  of  acid  undoubtedly  does. 

II.  That  by  reducing  the  percentage  of  free  acid  there  is  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  tendency  of  the  syrup  to  crystal- 
lize. 
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III.  That  by  using  a  syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron  contaiuing 
6"2o  per  cent,  of  free  acid,  an  Easton's  syrup  can  bo  made  that 
will  keep  at  ordinary  temperatures  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time 
without  depositing,  undergoing  discoloration,  or  crystallizing. 

IV.  That  the  quinine  phosphate  which  gives  the  best  results, 
and  Avhich  is  recomnieuded  for  making  Easton's  syrup,  is  the  one 
answering  to  the  formula  (Cgo  ihi  ^2  02)3  '  2  H.  P  Oj.  6  H3  0,  which 
is  easily  obtainable  in  this  country. 

The  author  adds  the  following  directions  : — 

Syriijp  of  Phosphate  of  Iroti. 
Take  of — 

Pure  Iron  Wire  (polished)         .         .  360  grains. 

Concentrated  Phosphoric  Acid  (.^p.  gr,  1-5) 

6  fluid  ounces  and  463  minims. 
Distilled  Water -1  fluid  ozs. 

Place  in  a  flask,  the  mouth  of  which  is  plugged  with  cotton 
wool,  and  put  in  a  warm  place  until  dissolved,  then  filter  into  72 
fluid  ounces  of  syrup  (cold),  and  add  sufficient  distilled  water  to 
make  the  final  product  96  fluid  ounces. 

Syrup  of  Phosphate  of  Iron  ivith  Quinine  and  Strychnine. 

Take  of— 

Strychnine 5  grains. 

Phosphate  of  Quinine 

(C2oH24N2  02)3  2H3P04  6H2  0)    .      120       „ 

ConcentratedPbosphoricAcid  (sp.gr.  1-5)  75  minims. 

Distilled  Water 225        ,, 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Sjrup  of  Phosphate  of  Iron  to  produce   20  fluid  ozs. 

Note  on  Easton's  Syrup.  W.  Mart  in  dale.  (Pharm.  Joum., 
3rd  series,  xxiii.  797-798.)  Referring  to  the  liability  of  this 
syrup  to  the  separation  of  crystals,  and  the  causes  thereof,  the 
author  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  quantity  of  water  i.s 
insufficient  to  hold  the  quinine  salt  in  solution,  if  the  syrup  con- 
tain the  full  quantity  of  sugar,  and  be  exposed  to  a  low  tempera- 
ture. He  considers  this  the  prime  factor,  but  admits  that  the 
greater  purity  of  the  quinine  may  also  have  something  to  do  with 
its  crystallization  in  this  syrup. 

Note  on  the  Crystallization  in  Easton's  Syrup.  P.  W.  Squire. 
{Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  25th,  1893.)  The  author  states  that 
sugar  greatly  lessens  the  solubility  of  the  quinine  phosphate  in 
the  acid  liquid,  but  that  irrespective  of  this  it  may  be  expected 
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that  (1)  a  preparation  made  according  to  the  B.P.C.  formula, 
and  using  the  syrupus  ferri  phosphatis  of  the  B.P.,  ma}^  be  quite 
permanent;  (2)  if  the  acidity  be  reduced  (to  a  certain  point),  the 
tendency  to  crystallize  will  be  increased  ;  (3)  a  further  reduction 
in  the  quantity  of  acid  will  result  in  a  syrup  which  will  keep 
well,  and  be  free  from  the  excessive  acidity  inseparable  fi'om  the 
use  of  the  B.P.C.  formula. 

Solutions  of  Medicinal  Resins.  H.  Wyatt,  junr.  (Chemist  and 
Druggist,  October  29th,  1892,  653.)  384  grains  of  jalapin  (in- 
soluble in  ether)  were  mixed  with  3  ounces  of  strong  solution  of 
ammonia,  and  occasionally  shaken  during  two  days.  The  result- 
ing solution  was  j^laced  in  a  water-bath,  2  ounces  of  glycerin 
added,  and  the  whole  evaporated  with  constant  stii-ring  until 
ammoniacal  fumes  were  no  longer  given  off.  The  liquid  was  made 
up,  when  cold,  to  8  fluid  ounces  with  glycerin.  On  trial  in  the 
wai'ds  of  the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary,  this  preparation  was 
found  to  be  both  active  and  reliable.  Subsequently  a  series  of 
solutions  containing,  respectively,  resin  of  scammony,  podophyllin, 
and  aloin,  was  made  in  a  similar  way.  All  of  these  proved 
satisfactory.  Guaiacum  resin  gave  a  solution  which  deposited 
considerably  on  standing,  and  the  supernatant  liquid,  doubtless 
ammonium  guaiacate,  was  found  useful  as  an  addition  to  gargles 
and  gelatine  throat  pastilles. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  method  described  is  capable  of  extended 
application  in  making  liquid  preparations  of  drugs  owing  their 
activity  wholly  or  in  part  to  resins  or  resinoid  bodies,  such,  for 
instance,  as  cascara  sagrada  and  podophyllum. 

A  New  Pill  Excipient.  M.  P.  Carles.  {Ball.  Soc.  Pharm.  de 
Bordeaux.,  xxxiii.  77.)  The  author  proposes  an  intimate  mixture  of 
two  parts  of  kaolin,  one  part  of  anhydrous  sodium  sulphate,  and 
one  part  of  water,  as  an  efficient  substitute  for  kaolin  ointment,  to 
which  it  is  found  superior  on  account  of  its  more  certain  disinte- 
gration in  the  stomach.  It  is  stated  that  potassium  permanganate, 
silver  nitrate,  iodides  of  mercury,  and  similar  preparations  can  be 
preserved  unchanged  in  pill  foi-m  by  means  of  this  excipient  for 
long  periods,  and  yet  are  liberated  in  the  course  of  one  minute 
when  such  pills  are  treated  with  water. 

Pilula  Ipecacuanhae  cum  Scilla.  R.  Wood.  {Ghemist  and 
Druggist,  May  6th,  1893,  619.)  Owing  to  the  hygroscopic  nature 
of  powdered  squill,  the  absence  of  an  absorbent  vegetable  powder, 
and  the  unsuitability  of  treacle  as  an  excipient,  these  pills  are 
liable   to  become  soft  and  sticky  on  keeping.     To  remedy  this, 
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the  author  proposes  to  replace  the  treacle  in  the  official  formula 
by  1  oz.  of  powdered  liquorice  root  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
tluid  extract  of  liquorice.  The  result  is  stated  to  be  very  satis- 
factory. 

Mercurial  Ointment.  H.  Borntraeger.  (Pharm.  Post.,  1892, 
I-2  1-5.)  By  thoroughly  triturating  mercury  with  oleate  of  mercury, 
an  intimate  mixture  can  be  obtained  containing  as  much  as  98  per 
cent,  of  the  metal.  From  such  a  mixture  the  ordinary  mercurial 
ointment  may  be  readily  prepared  at  any  time  by  adding  the 
requisite  proportion  of  lui-d. 

Assay  of  Mercurial  Ointment.  F.  Boyeldieu.  {V Union 
rhannaceutique,  October  15th,  1892,  432.)  10  grams  of  the 
ointment  are  saponified  with  a  solution  of  caustic  soda  and  weak 
alcohol.  After  settling,  the  soap  solution  is  decanted,  the  deposit 
again  boiled  with  the  same  alkaline  spirituous  liquid,  then  washed 
Avith  alcohol  and  finally  with  ether.  The  mercury  thus  obtained 
is  dried  with  filter  paper  and  weighed. 

Preparation  of  Mercurial  Soaps  for  Medicinal  Use.    C.  Micko. 

(Oesterr.  Zeitschr.  filr  Pharm.,  1892,  354  and  372;  Amer.  Journ. 
Pharni.,  September,  1892.)  Satisfactory  preparations  are  obtained 
by  first  separating  the  fatty  acids  from  the  fat  and  oils,  and  then 
warming  them  with  yellow  mercuric  oxide.  No  reduction  of 
niercury  takes  place  in  the  process.  The  fats  are  saponified  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  the  fatty  acids  liberated  from  the  alkali- 
soaps  by  adding  hydrochloric  acid ;  after  boiling  the  fatty  acids 
with  several  portions  of  water  to  remove  mineral  acid,  they  are 
transferred  to  a  capsule  and  dried  in  an  air-bath.  To  determine 
the  necessary  miercuric  oxide,  about  two  grams  of  the  acid  are 
titrated  with  f  alkali,  using  phenolphthalein  as  indicator  (for 
most  purposes  the  oxide  necessary  can  be  calculated  if  the  average 
molecular  weight  of  the  fatty  acids  is  known,  this  requiring  108 
parts  of  mercuric  oxide).  The  acids  and  oxide  are  triturated 
together  ;  then  a  little  water  is  added,  and  the  mixture  heated 
carefully  on  a  water-bath  until  the  colour  of  the  oxide  disappears 
(if  the  acids  separated  from  tallow  be  used,  the  operation  must  be 
completed  by  finally  heating  carefully  on  an  oil-bath) ;  to  obtain 
good  results  excessive  heating  must  be  avoided.  The  following 
table  gives — (1)  the  source  ;  (2)  saponification-equivalent ;  (3) 
average  molecular  weight ;  and  (4)  iodine  absorption  of  the  fatty 
acids ;  (5)  percentage  of  Hg  O  ;  (6)  colour,  and  (7)  consistence  of 
the  resulting  soaps. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Sesame  oil  . 

198-0 

283-3 

110-5 

28-26 

yellowish 

of  cold  cream 

Olive  oil 

200-3 

280-1 

88-5 

28-48 

yellow 

^, 

Lard  .     .     . 

202-0 

277-8 

65-0 

28-69 

almost  white 

firmer 

Palm  oil 

207-0 

271-0 

53-4 

29-18 

orange  to  brown 

,^ 

Beef  suet     . 

200-0 

280-5 

38-0 

28  45 

almost  white 

of  lead  plaster 

Cocoanut  oil 

276-3 

205-3 

8-6 

35w0 

waxy 

Stearic  acid 

205-7 

272-7 

1-7 

29-05 

" 

friable 

The  consistence  of  the  soaps,  also  their  susceptibility  to  decom- 
position by  heat,  follow  the  variation  in  the  iodine-absorption  of 
the  fatty  acids  ;  while  the  soap  made  from  sesame  oil-acids  is  soft, 
so  that  it  can  be  drawn  into  threads,  it  is  most  easily  decomposed 
by  heat ;  commercial  stearic  acid  yields  a  soap  so  hard  that  it  can 
be  powdered  and  used  in  this  condition.  These  soaps  are  much 
more  permanent  than  the  commercial  oleates  (solution  of  true 
oleate  in  excess  of  oleic  acid)  ;  for  the  preparation  of  pastes  and 
ointments  the  soap  made  from  olive  oil  is  most  desirable,  while  for 
plasters  the  soaps  fi-om  beef  suet  or  cocoanut  oil,  owing  to  their 
tinner  consistency,  are  to  be  preferred.  For  these  purposes  it  is 
only  necessary  to  soften  the  soaps  on  a  water-bath  and  then  incor- 
porate the  other  ingredients. 

Examination  of  Commercial  Medicated  Wools.  J.  H.Hoseason. 
{Chemist  and  Druggist,  February  18th,  1893,  236.)  Commercial 
samples  of  carbolic,  boric,  and  sublimated  wools  have  been  ex- 
amined by  the  author,  with  the  following  results  : — 


1. 

Carbolic  acid  . 

1-056  per  cent 

2. 

,, 

.       1-066       „ 

3. 

>' 

.      0-690      „ 

4. 

,, 

.       0-250 

5. 

>> 

.       5-08 

6. 

Boric  acid 

.     36-0 

7. 

,, 

.     21-6 

8. 

„ 

.     27-1 

9. 

>» 

.     15-8 

10. 

,, 

.     16-4 

11. 

Corrosive  sublimate 

.  none. 

12. 

.  1  in  8000  to  9000. 

From  these  variations  the  conclusion  is  drawn  that  the  samples 
had  either  been  badly  prepared  or  badly  kept,  or  that  both  causes 
had  been  at  work  together.  The  necessity  is  insisted  on  of  such 
articles  being  kept  in  perfectly  air-tight  vessels. 
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The  mode  of  examination  will  be  found  fully  described  in  the 
paper. 

Ether  as  a  Menstruum  in  Medication  by  the  Skin.  Sir  J. 
Sawyer.  (Pharin.  Journ.,  3rd  series,  xxiii,  301.)  The  author 
pleads  in  favour  of  a  more  extensive  application  of  ether  as  a 
menstruum  for  the  preparation  of  tinctures  and  liniments  intended 
for  external  application.  He  does  so  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
a  good  solvent  of  the  active  principles  of  many  drugs,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  ready  solvent  of  the  fatty  constituents  of  the 
sebaceous  secretion  of  the  skin,  and  as  such  favouring  absorption. 
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NOTES   AND   FORMULA. 

Bouillie  Bordelaise,  a  Specific  for  the  Potato  Blight  caused  by 
Phytophthora  Infestans,     {Kew  Bulklin,  October,  1892.) 

Copper  sulphate 45    lbs. 

Quicklime 227^    ,, 

Water 220  gallons. 

The  sulphate  is  dissolved  by  suspending  it  in  a  coarse  cloth 
in  a  wooden  vessel  containing  the  water.  Slake  the  quicklime 
in  a  separate  vessel,  and  after  stirring  thoroughly  with  added 
water,  pass  it  through  a  sieve  into  the  copper  solution,  stir  well, 
and  add  the  remaining  water.  The  quantity  specified  is  sufficient 
for  one  acre  of  land. 

Deodorization  of  Carbon  Bisulphide.  (Amer.  Dnigy.,  January, 
1898.  From  Nouv.  Rem.)  The  disagreeable  odour  of  carbon  bisul- 
phide may  be  removed  by  shaking  witli  a  one  per  cent,  solution  of 
corrosive  sublimate,  which  will  precipitate  tlie  sulphur  in  solution, 
leaving  the  bisulphide  odourless  on  decantation. 

Deodorization  of  Iodoform.  {MercTis  Bulletin,  1892,  28-i.)  The 
incorporation  of  eight  drops  of  oil  of  coriander  with  each  drachm 
of  iodoform  is  recommended  as  a  satisfactory  means  of  deodorizing 
the  latter. 

Deodorization  of  Iodoform.  (Vharm.  Zeihmg.)  The  process 
suggested  for  the  deodorization  of  iodoform  consists  in  the  addi- 
tion of  half  a  per  cent,  of  carbolic  acid  and  one  per  cent,  of  essence 
of  peppermint. 

Permanent  Morphine  Solution.  (Repertoire  de  Pharm.,  1893,  79.) 
A  solution  of  1  gram  of  morphine  hydrochlorate  in  a  mixture  of 
o  grams  of  alcohol  and  10  grams  of  glycerin,  when  mixed  with 
1.5  grams  of  distilled  water,  and  filtered,  is  stated  to  keep  for 
months  without  the  slightest  change. 

Incompatibility  of  Exalgin  and  Salicylic  Acid.  M.  de  Parel. 
{lii'pertoire  de   Fharm.,  July,  1892.)      The  author  points   out  that 
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these  two  substances  should  uot  be  prescribed  together  in  a  solid 
form,  as  the  mixture  soon  becomes  pasty  and  subsequently 
liquefies.  No  such  change  is  produced  in  a  mixture  of  exalgin 
and  salicylate  of  soda. 

Cocaine  Carbolate  as  a  Substitute  for  Cocaine  Hydrochlorate. 
I).  B.  Kyle.  (From  Therapeutic  Gazette.)  The  author  finds 
cocaine  carbolate  to  be  most  useful  for  the  pi^oduction  of  local 
anaesthesia,  and  not  to  give  rise  to  the  serious  symptoms  occa- 
sionally following  the  administration  of  the  hydrochlorate.  Its 
solution  has  the  advantage  of  possessing  much  greater  stability. 

Note  on  a  Substitute  for  Calamine.  W.  Lyon.  (Pharm.  Jonm., 
•  >rd  series,  xxiii.  621-022.)  The  great  variability  in  the  composi- 
tion of  commercial  calamine,  and  the  practical  impossibility  of 
obtaining  a  supply  of  native  calamine  answering  the  characters 
and  tests  of  the  Pharmacopeia,  have  induced  the  author  to 
recommend  the  following  directions  for  the  production  of  a 
uniform  artificial  preparation  in  which  the  whole  of  the  carbonate 
is  converted  into  oxide: — Dissolve  861  parts  of  crystallized  sul- 
phate of  zinc  in  water,  and  add  15  fluid  parts  of  strong  solution 
of  perchloride  of  iron,  B.P.  Xext  dissolve  8i>0  parts  of  crystallized 
sodium  carbonate  in  a  separate  quantity  of  water,  and  pour  the 
solution  into  that  of  the  zinc  and  iron  salts.  Shake  well,  and  then 
collect  the  precipitate  on  a  calico  filter.  Wash  with  cold  water 
until  free  from  sulphate,  and  then  place  in  a  lightly  covered 
crucible  and  subject  it  to  a  dull-red  heat,  until  a  portion  of  it 
taken  from  the  crucible  ceases  to  effervesce,  on  the  addition  of  an 
acid.  Remove  the  crucible  from  the  source  of  heat,  and  when 
cold,  transfer  the  contents  to  a  mortar,  and  grind  to  an  impalpable 
powder. 

The  product  is  constant  in  composition,  perfectly  uniform, 
and  can  be  much  more  readily  suspended  in  water  than  native 
calamine.  Even  under  high  powers  of  the  microscope  it  shows 
no  separate  particles  of  ferric  oxide,  which  are  so  easily  seen  in 
artificial  calamine  prepared  by  mixing  ferric  o.-cide  with  zinc 
<-ai-bonate. 

Note  on  Mercuric  Chloride  in  Spirituous  Solutions.  J.  R .  Joh  n  - 
-Son.  (Chemist  and  iMif/g'ts/,  November  5th,  18i)2,  681.)  Hpii'ituous 
solutions  of  mercuric  chloride  suffer  from  instability,  due  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  mercuric  chloride.  The  author  shows  that  this 
may  be  remedied  by  passing  chlorine  gas  through  the  solution  for 
about  five  to  ten  minutes,  which  causes  an  immediate  re-solution 
of  any  deposit  that  niay  have  formed  already,  ;nid  yields  a  prepara- 


XOTE.S    AND    FORMUL.F.  211 

tion  remaining  bright  and  stable  under  ordinary  conditions  of 
light  and  temperature.  In  direct  sunlight,  a  very  slight  reduction 
takes  place  after  some  time. 

Note  on  Sublimated  Cotton.  L.  Vignon.  (Comptes  Bendm, 
cxvi.  oil  and  (>15.)  The  authoi-  points  out  that  when  cotton  is 
soaked  in  weak  solutions  of  corrosive  sublimate,  the  latter  under- 
goes a  certain  amount  of  decomposition  into  mercuric  oxide  and 
hydrochloric  acid,  the  former  of  which  is  fixed  upon  the  fibre.  A 
little  mercurous  chloride  is  found  to  be  slowly  formed  at  the  same 
time. 

Acid  Sublimate  Dressing.  A.  Levy.  {Amer.  Jonm.  rhann., 
August,  1892.)  The  author  suggests  the  preparation  of  compressed 
tablets  containing  5  parts  of  tartaric  acid  to  1  part  of  mercuric 
chloride.  These  dissolve  readily  in  warm  water,  yielding  solutions 
well  adapted  for  use  as  dressings.  Ordinary  solutions  of  corrosive 
sublimate  are  rendered  inefficient  as  antiseptics  by  contact  witli 
albuminous  and  other  organic  matters  ;  but  this  may  be  prevented 
by  the  addition  of  tartaric  acid. 

Improved  Antiseptic  Powder.  T.  J.  Keenan.  (Am erica d. 
Druggist,  March,  1892.)  The  author  recommends  the  following 
formula,  which  has  been  successfully  used  in  hospital  practice  in 
the  treatment  of  chronic  ulcei's,  suppurating  sores,  and  generallv 
MS  a  cheap  and  efficient  iodoform  substitute  : — 


Salol,  powdered 
Sulphite  of  zinc,  powdered 
Benzoin,  powdered     . 
Purified  talcum 
Oil  of  feunel 


1  ounce. 
1^  ounces. 

h  ounce. 

2  ounces. 

JO  minims. 


Mix. 

Antiseptic  Powder  for  Dressings.  Dr.  Cavazzini.  {Nouv. 
Hem.,  1892,  4.")G.J  The  preparation  recommended  by  the  author 
is  composed  of  55  parts  of  iodoform,  20  parts  each  of  salicylic  acid 
and  bismuth  subnitrate,  and  5  parts  of  camphor.  By  the  applica- 
tion of  this  powder,  granulations  are  favourably  influenced,  and 
8uppui\ation  is  greatly  diminished. 

Soluble  Carbolic  Disinfectant.  E.  Hirschsohn.  {Pharm. 
Zeitschr.  far  Biissland,  1893,  No.  8.)  The  author  states  that  bv 
treating  100  parts  of  crude  carbolic  acid  with  50  parts  of  finely 
powdered  resin,  and  a  solution  of  8  parts  of  sodium  hydi-ate  in  IG 
parts  of  water  until  -solution  is  effected,  a  liquid  is  obtained  which 
gives  an  almost  clear  solution  with  10  volumes  of  water. 

Borosalicylic  Acid  as  a  Surgical  Antiseptic.     MM.   Carcano 
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and  Cesarls.  (Journ.  de  Pharm.  (TAnvers,  Febi-uary,  1893,  55.) 
In  the  place  of  salicylic  acid,  which  is  comparatively  insoluble, 
and  of  corrosive  sublimate,  which  is  poisonous,  the  authors  suggest 
the  use  of  a  solution  containing  12  parts  of  boric  acid  and  6  parts 
of  salicylic  acid  in  1,000  parts  of  water.  This  is  stated  to  be  a 
harmless  and  efficient  microbicide. 

Fluorides  as  Antiseptics.  S.  Baekeland.  {Journ.  Amer.  Chem. 
Soc,  xiv.  212  and  219.)  The  author  states  that  fluoindes  prevent 
the  development  of  the  organisms  causing  butyric  and  lactic  fer- 
mentations, but  have  much  less  action  on  the  alcoholic  ferment. 
Their  action  on  yeasts  seems  to  vary  with  the  kind  of  yeast  em- 
ployed, some  being  sensitive  to  its  influence,  while  others  prove 
resisting.  He  finds  that  with  an  addition  of  tjo^qo  P^^"^  ^^  fluoride, 
yeasts  can  be  kept  for  six  months  without  losing  the  power  of 
inducing  alcoholic  fermentation.  The  action  of  diastase  is  not 
interfered  with,  but  rather  promoted  by  fluorides,  which  also  exer- 
cise a  preserving  effect  upon  this  chemical  ferment. 

Action  of  Sodium  Fluoride  on  Vital  and  Chemical  Fermenta- 
tions. M.  Art h us  and  A.  Huber.  {Gomptes  Rendus,  cxv.  839.) 
The  authors'  researches  tend  to  show  that  sodium  fluoride  applied 
in  the  pi'oportion  of  1  per  cent,  definitely  arrests  vital  fermenta- 
tions (due  to  the  development  of  living  organisms),  while  having- 
no  disturbing  action  on  chemical  fermentations  (such  as  diastati© 
action).  It  is  stated  that  a  sharp  line  of  demarcation  can  thus  be 
drawn  between  these  two  kinds  of  fermentative  processes. 

Note  on  Calcium  Bisulphite  as  an  Antiseptic.  H.  Berg.  (Eev, 
Tnternat.  de  Bibl.  meiL,  1892,  222.)  Calcium  bisulphite  is  recom- 
mended by  the  author  as  a  valuable  antiseptic,  which  is  non- 
poisonous,  inexpensive,  free  from  corrosive  action  on  the  healthy 
tissues,  and  acts  as  a  powerful  destroyer  of  infectious  germs.  It  is 
readily  obtained  in  the  form  of  a  colourless  solution,  having  a 
characteristic  and  easily  recognisable  odour. 

Note  on  the  Antiseptic  Action  of  Iodine  Trichloride.  A. 
Tschirch.  (Schweiz.  Wochemchr.  filr  Chem.  und  rharw.,  1892^ 
229.)  The  author  finds  that  iodine  trichloride,  when  broughi 
into  contact  with  water,  is  immediately  decomposed  with  the  for- 
mation of  the  monochloride,  and  of  hydrochloric  and  iodic  acids, 
the  two  latter  of  Avliich  have  but  a  slight  action,  while  iodine 
monochloride  is  a  powerful  antiseptic.  It  is  therefore  to  the  mono- 
chloride  thus  formed  that  the  antiseptic  properties  of  the  trichloride 
must  be  mainly  attributed. 

Bismuth     Sub-Gallate    as    a    Microbicide.       M,    Colosanti. 
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Qferch's  Bulletin,  1892,  278.)  This  salt  has  been  used  with  suc- 
cess in  diarrhoea,  and  is  found  b}^  the  author  to  possess  in  a  marked 
degree  the  power  of  arresting  the  growth,  and  vitality  of  microbes. 
It  is  stated  to  be  more  active  in  this  respect  than  iodoform  and 
aristol,  and  to  be  free  from  poisonous  effects. 

Kresin.  (Pharm.  Ceutralhalle,  1892,  698.)  The  name  kresin 
is  applied  to  a  solution  of  cresol  in  a  solution  of  sodium  cresoxyl 
acetate.  It  is  a  clear  brown  liquid,  stated  to  contain  25  per  cent, 
of  cresols,  and  to  form  clear  mixtures  with  water  and  alcohol  in 
all  proportions.  Though  less  toxic  than  phenol,  it  is  said  to  be 
equal  to  four  times  its  quantity  of  the  latter  in  disinfecting  power. 
Even  in  very  weak  solutions  it  has  a  deodorizing  effect.  Aqueous 
solutions  containing  |  to  1  per  cent,  are  recommended  for  anti- 
septic dressings,  and  slightly  stronger  solutions  for  the  disinfection 
of  utensils,  surgical  instruments,  etc. 

Pheuolin.  (Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  698.)  The  disinfectant 
recently  introduced,  under  the  name  of  water-soluble  phenolin,  by 
a  Brunswick  firm,  is  a  combination  of  crude  cresols  and  potash 
soap. 

Autisepsin.  M.  Vignerat.  (Pharm.  Central]udle,xx:^[v.  11)2.) 
This  name  is  now  applied  by  the  author  to  a  lymph  prepared  in 
the  following  manner: — One  to  2  c.c.  of  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of 
iodine  trichloride  are  injected  into  an  abscess,  and  the  serum 
emitted  from  the  same  used  for  further  injections.  The  name 
antisepsin  was  formerly  also  used  for  monobromacetanilid. 

Permeability  of  the  Skin  to  Microbes.  B.  Wasmuth.  (Chem.. 
News,  March  17th,  1893.  From  Centralhl.  fur  BaJderioh)  The  re- 
searches conducted  by  the  author  upon  himself  with  Staphylococcus 
pyogenes  albus  and  aureus,  with  Staphylococci,  and  the  cocci  of 
erysipelas  upon  rabbits,  guinea-pigs,  and  white  mice,  and  with 
virulent  splenic  fever  on  guinea-pigs,  prove  that  the  healthy, 
uninjured  skin  of  man  and  other  animals  is  permeable  to  micro- 
organisms. They  find  entrance  along  the  sheath  of  the  hairs,  but 
not  by  the  sudatory  pores.  Inunction  with  microbes  mixed  with 
lanoline  makes  no  difference  in  the  nature  and  the  speed  of  the 
infection. 

Action  of  Carbonic  Acid  on  Microbes.  A.  Montef  usco.  (Inter. 
Med.  Mag.,  i.  (j^-^.)  The  author's  observations  lead  to  the  infer- 
ence that  carbonic  acid  waters  have  a  destructive  action  on  certain 
microbes,  and  that  their  hygienic  properties  are  to  some  extent 
due  to  this  influence. 

Acidulated  Aerated  Water.     E.  Jakobsen.     (A^joth.  Zeitnng, 
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vii.  4r)9.)  The  authoi*  considers  the  presence  of  alkaline  carbon- 
ates in  soda  water  and  other  eifervescing'  beverages  merely 
intended  as  refreshing  drinks,  as  objectionable  during  a  cholera 
epidemic,  owing  to  the  tendency  of  alkaline  liquids  to  promote  tlu^ 
development  of  the  comma  bacillus.  He  suggests  at  such  times 
the  ase  of  a  pui-e  aerated  water  containing  an  addition  of  a  very 
small  proportion  of  hydrochloric  (jr  citric  acid. 

Wienit,  a  Saline  Preservative  of  Meat.  {Pluirm.  Zeitung,  July 
1st,  1893.)  This  name  is  applied  to  a  mixture  of  salicylic  acid, 
boric  acid,  and  borax,  and  is  employed  for  the  preservation  of  fresh 
meat.  Another  preparation  recommended  for  smoked  meat  con- 
.sists  of  boric  acid,  common  salt,  and  saltpetre. 


Curry-Powder.      (Chemist  and  Druggu 


Palv.  coriand. 
zingib. 
capsici . 
caidam.  sem. 
pip.  nig. 
cumin,  sem. 
carjoph. 
turmeric 


t,  October  22nd,  1892.) 


M. 


3iss. 


Additions  to  the  Berlin  Formulary.  (Amer.  Druggist.  From 
Pharm.  Centralhalle .)  The  edition  of  the  Berlin  Formularij  foi- 
1893  contains  a  large  number  of  new  formulae,  the  more  important 
of  which  are  here  reproduced. 


CoUodinm  lodoformi. 


lodoformi    . 
Collodii  elastici 


1-5  gi-am. 
ad  15-0      „ 


lujectio  Bismutlii. 

Eismutbi  .subnitratis    ....         5'0      „ 
Aqua)  destillatffi  ...        ad  200-0      ,, 


lodo  fo  nil  urn  Desodo  rata  m. 


Olei  ligni  sassafras 
lodoformi 


.    gtt.  11. 
ad  lO'O  gram. 


Linimen turn  Chloroform i. 


Chloroformi 
Linimenti  ammoiiiati 


20-0      „ 
800      „ 
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Mixiura  Antirheuhiattca. 

Sodii  salicylutis 100  gram. 

TincturiE  aurantii  ....         50       ,. 

A-iiuD  dotillata^    ....        ad  200-0      „ 
One  tablefpoouful  four  times  a  day. 

Mtxtara  Biuret  lea. 
Liqiioris  potassro  acetatis      .         .         .       30*0      ,, 
Olei  ijetroselini     ......    gtt.  II. 

Aquffi  destillatm    ....        ad  200'0  gram. 

One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Mixtura  Nervina. 
Potassii  bromidi  .....         8-0      „ 
Sodii  bromidi 

Ammonii  bromidi  ....    fia,  4-0      ,, 

Aquffi  de8tillata3    ....        ad  200*0      „ 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Oleum  Ziiici. 
Zinci  oxydati 
Olei  Olivarum       ....  fifi  25-0      ,, 

Pasta  Asepiica. 

Acidi  salicylici      .....         0-5  ,, 

Acidi  borici  i^ulv.  ....         5"0  ,, 

Zinci  oxydati        .....       10-0  ,, 

Petrolati ad  50  0  „ 

Pilidce  Asiaticic. 
Acidi  arsenicosi    .....       0"06      ,, 
Piperis  nigri  pulv.         .         .         .         .         1'5      ,, 
Radicis  liquiriticu  pulv.  .         .         .         '60      ,, 

Mucil.  gummi  arabici  q.  s.  ut.  f.  pil.  No.  CO. 
Each  pill  contains  O-OUl  gram  of  arseuioas  acid. 

I'llulce  Expectoranfes. 

Terpini  hydrati .30  gram. 

Radicis  liquiritia;  pulv.  .         .         .         1"0       ,, 

Succi  liquiritiffi  pulv 2*0      ,, 

M.  f.  pil.  No.  30. 
Two  pills  three  times  a  day. 

Plhilie  Ferri  Arsenicosi. 
Ferri  redacti  .....         3*0      ,, 

Acidi  arsenicosi    .         .         .         .         .       O"06      „ 
Piperis  nigri  pulv. 

Radicis  liquiritiai  pulv.  .         .         .    afi  1"5       ,, 

Mucil.  gummi  arabici  q.  s.  ut.  f.  pil.  No.  GO. 
Two  pills  three  times  a  day. 
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P'uhis  Exsiccans. 
Zinci  oxydati  pro  usu  ext. 


Ainyli   ...... 

.  afi  2.'j0  gram 

Fiilvis  Stomachicus. 

Bismnthi  subnitratis 

Eailicis  rhei  pulv. 

.    aa5-0      „ 

Sodse  bicarboiialis 

.       200      ,, 

Solutio  iodi  Lucjol. 

Potassii  iodiJi       .... 

5-0      „ 

Tinctura?  iodi        .... 

.       200      „ 

Aquffi  destillat£e    .... 

ad  200  0      „ 

For  external  use. 

Spiritus  Creosoti. 

Creosoti 2-0 

Spiritus  vini  gallici       ...        ad  100  0 
A  teaspoonful  at  a  dose. 

Spiritus  Vini  Aromaficns. 
Tinctura;  aromaticte     .         .         .         .         0'4 
Spiritus  ajtheris  nitrosi 
Tinctura)  ratauhiai 
Spiritus  rect. 


0-5      ,, 

.  gtt.  YI. 
.  100-0  gram, 
ad  200-0      „ 


Aqu»  destillatse    . 

Tinctura  Aniidiarrlioica. 
Tincturaj  nucis  vomica'         .         .         .         2*0      „ 
Tinctura'  opii        .....         2-0      ,, 
Tiucturte  cascarilliB      ....       10-0      ,, 
Fifteen  drops  three  times  a  day. 

Tinctura  Excitans. 
Tiucturse  castorei  ....        5-0      ,, 

Tincturae  volariana;       ....       10-0      „ 
Ten  drops  every  two  hours. 

Tinctura  Pej^sini. 
I'epsiui 

Acidi  hydrochlorici       .         .         .         .    Hfi  2-0      ,, 

Tinciura;  cinchona;        ...  ad  30-0      ,, 

Twenty  drops  three  times  a  day  in  a  wineglass  of  water. 

Ungucntam  Contra  l'er)i!(ines  Scu  Camphoraium. 
Camphoric  tritte    .....         5-0  gram. 
Tetrolati ad  50-0      „ 

Uiiguentum  lodoformi. 
lodoformi      ......         2-5       „ 

I'clrolati ad  25-0      ,, 
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Notes  on  Koumiss  and  Koumiss  Preparations.     D.  H.  Da  vies. 

(PJiarvi.  Jouiii.,  ord  serios,  xxii.  30l-oO-.)  Tlie  original  koumiss 
is  made  from  mare's  milk,  which  is  less  rich  in  casein  and  fatty 
matter  than  cow's  milk,  hut  contains  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  sugar  of  milk.  Cow's  milk  is  therefore  best  diluted  with  water, 
to  reduce  the  percentage  of  the  two  former  constituents,  and 
brought  up  to  mare's  milk  bj  the  addition  of  milk-sugar.  The 
following  formula  is  stated  to  answer  very  well  :^ 
Take  of— 

Fresh  milk .         .         .         .         .         .  12  ounces. 

Water           .         .         .         .         .         .  4       ,, 

Brown  sugar        .....  2J  drachms. 

Compressed  yeast         ....  2i  grains. 

Milk-sugar  ......  H  drachms. 

Dissolve?  the  milk-sugar  in  the  water,  add  to  the  milk,  rub  the 
yeast  and  brown  sugar  down  in  a  mortar  with  a  little  of  the  mix- 
ture, then  strain  into  the  other  portion.  Fill  strong  bottles  with 
this  mixture,  cork  tightly,  and  fasten  the  corks  with  wire.  During 
the  first  few  days  the  bottles  are  kept  at  a  moderate  temperature, 
and  shaken  each  day  for  about  ten  minutes  to  prevent  the  clotting 
of  the  casein.  Some  few  days  elapse  before  the  fermentation 
passes  into  the  acid  stage,  and  when  this  has  taken  place  the  pre- 
paration is  much  thicker.  It  is  now  in  the  proper  condition  for 
allaying  sickness,  being  retained  by  the  stomach  when  almost 
everything  else  is  rejected.  When  thus  ready,  it  requires  to  bo 
stored  in  a  cool  place  if  not  wanted  for  immediate  use. 

Aerated  Wliey,  which  is  a  very  refreshing  drink  in  cases  of  fever, 
and  much  used  in  some  parts  of  Germany,  can  also  be  manu- 
factured on  the  same  principle  as  koumiss. 

Malted  Koumiss  can  be  made  as  follows  :  — 

Extract  of  malt    .....         11  ounces. 
Compressed  yeast         ....  20  grains. 

Brown  sugar         .         .         .         .         .  10       ,, 

Milk,  sufficient  to  fill  one  champagne  laint. 

Dii'ections  for  preparing  Euonymized  Koumiss,  Coca  Koumiss, 
and  Peptonized  Koumiss  will  be  found  in  the  author's  psupev. 

Iodized  Syrup  of  Rhatany.  Prof.  Cloll.  (Pharm.  Zeitung, 
January  14th,  1893.)  The  author  recommends  a  syrup  containing 
0'2  per  cent,  of  iodine  in  combination  with  the  astringent  con- 
stituents of  rhatany.  The  syrup  is  stated  to  constitute  a  mild 
iodine  preparation,  producing  the  therapeutic  effects  of  this  ele- 
ment without  the  unpleasant  coryza-like  .symptoms,  and  without 
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affecting  the  kidneys.     It  may  be  advantageously  administered 
in  combination  with  extract  of  cinchona. 

Cascara  Sagrada  Cordial.  Dr.  Du jardin-Beaumetz.  (('Jiemid 
and  Dniggisf,  January  7th,  1893.) 

Fluid  extract  of  cascara  sagrada    .         .         .  giij. 

Glycerin giij. 

Oil  of  orange rii  \]. 

Oil  of  cinnamon "1.  ij. 

Spirit oviij. 

Syrup 5x. 

Water  to Oij. 

Mix. 

Dose  :  An  ounce  o)'  more. 

Syrup  of  Narceine.  C.  Patrouillard.  (Jorini.  de  Pharm.  et 
de  Ghim.,  April,  1893,  397.)  This  syrup  is  prepared  by  triturating 
0"25  gram  of  nai'ceine  with  0'40  gram  of  sodium  benzoate  and  30(> 
grams  of  simple  syrup. 

Antimigraine  Powder.     (American  Druggist,  April,  1893,  207. ) 

Caffeine         ......         20  grams. 

Antipyrin      ......         40       „ 

Sugar 50       „ 

These  ai'e  intimately  mixed  and  divided  into  powders,  weighing 
1*30  to  1"50  grams  each.  At  the  time  of  pain  one  is  administered 
in  a  small  quantity  of  water.  If  the  pain  does  not  cease  in  an 
hour,  another  is  given.  For  childi'en  under  twelve  years,  only 
half  of  this  dose  is  to  be  administered. 

Formulae  for  the  Exhibition  of  Aristol.  M.  Seguier.  (Jouru. 
de  Pharm.  et  de  Chi  in.,  November,  1892,  456.) 

Aristol  Collodion.      Aristol,  1  gram  ;  flexible  collodion,  9  gram.s. 

Aristol  Oiniment.  Aristol,  10  grams  ;  olive  oil,  20  grams  ;  lano- 
lin, 70  grams. 

Aristol  (.'rayons.  Aristol,  O'lO  io  0-50  gram ;  cacao  butter,  5 
grams. 

Essential  Oil  Emulsions.  H.  Kahn.  {Chemist  and  Pniggisi, 
October  22nd,  1892.  From  the  Apothecary.)  The  autlior  states  that 
a  good  emulsion  of  oil  of  turpentine,  or  of  any  other  volatile  oil, 
may  be  made  by  the  following  formula  : — ■ 

Oil .i  fluid  oz. 

Tragacanth 30  grains. 

Syrup 1  fluid  oz. 

Water  enough  to  make          .         .         .  4      „  ozs. 
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To  the  oil  contained  in  a  dry  bottle  add  the  tragacanth,  and 
shake ;  add  1  fluid  ounce  of  water,  and  agitate  vigorously.  Then 
add  the  syrup  in  poi-tions,  shaking-  after  each  addition,  and  finally 
enough  water,  in  portions  (shaking  after  each  addition),  to  make 
4<  fluid  ounces. 

Glycerite  of  Oil  of  Cade.  C.  E.  Quinquaud.  (U Union  pliar- 
■itiaceutlqne,  1893,  190.)  This  preparation  is  recommended  for  tlie 
local  treatment  of  psoriasis,  and  is  obtained  by  intimately  mixing 
14)0  parts  of  oil  of  cade  with  15  parts  of  tlnid  extract  of  quillaia, 
and  845  of  glycerite  of  starch.  Previous  to  its  application,  a  plas- 
ter composed  of  two  pai"ts  of  poppy-seed  oil,  one  of  yellow  wax. 
and  two  of  lead  plaster  should  be  applied  to  the  diseased  surfaces, 
and  this  should  be  followed  by  a  lukewarm  alkaline  bath  con- 
taining 100  grams  of  sodium  carbonate.  After  this  bath  the 
affected  parts  are  anointed  with  the  above  glycerite. 

Mistura  Glycyrrhizae  Composita.  W.  L.  Stephen.  (Amer. 
Jour II.  Phariii.,  November,  1892.)  The  following  formula  is  stated 
to  yield  a  preparation  free  from  liability  to  deposition  : — 


Acaciffi  pulv.  .... 

3SS. 

Ext.  glycyrrhiztB  pulv.  . 

5SS. 

Sacchari  pulv. 

5SS 

Spts.  seth.  nit. 

.     f.  gss 

Vin.  antimonii 

.        .       f.  5i. 

Tr.  opii  caniph.     . 

•        •      f  •  5ii 

Aquffi  dest 

.    f.  5xii 

Mix  the  powders,  gradually  add  6  ounces  of  water,  and  i-ub  to 
a  paste.  Place  this  in  an  evaporating  dish,  and  heat  until  per- 
fectly fluid.  After  cooling,  add  the  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  wine  of 
antimony  and  paregoric  elixir,  and  the  remainder  of  the  water. 

Liquor  Ferri  Salicylatis.  (Amer.  Joum.  Pharm.,  May,  1893.) 
The  formula  here  recommended  is  a  modification  of  the  one  given 
in  Remington's  practice  of  pharmacy  : — ■ 

Dissolve  384  grains  of  pure  fei-rous  sulphate  and  320  grains 
of  sodium  acetate  in  seven  fluid  ounces  of  distilled  water.  Then 
dissolve  separately  480  grains  of  sodium  salicylate  in  seven  fluid 
ounces  of  distilled  water  ;  mix  the  solutions,  filter,  and  wash  with 
sufficient  distilled  water  to  make  fifteen  fluid  ounces  ;  to  this  add 
one  fluid  ounce  of  glycei-in. 

Glycerin  Suppositories.  J.  P.  Remington.  {Amer.  Joum. 
Fharm.,   September,   1892.)     Referring  to  the   difficulty  of  com- 
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bining  comparatively  large  quantities  of  glycerin  in  suppositories, 
the  author  recommends  the  following  formula  as  giving  a  very 
satisfactory  product :  — 

40  grains  of  sodium  carbonate  are  dissolved  in  1,080  grains  of 
glycerin,  and  to  this  80  grains  of  stearic  acid  are  added,  and  the 
mixture  is  heated  on  a  water-bath  until  effervescence  ceases.  It 
is  then  poured  into  a  mould  to  make  twelve  suppositories.  As 
these  contain  about  90  per  cent,  of  glycerin,  they  must  be  pro- 
tected from  the  action  of  moist  air,  which  has  a  tendency  to 
liquefy  them. 

Medicated  Glycerin  Suppositories.  Dr.  Kohlstock.  (Pharm. 
Post.,  1S*J3,  10-i.)  Successful  clinical  experiments  in  i-ectal 
applications  of  aloin,  colocynthin,  and  citrullin  (colocynthidin) 
suggested  a  combination  of  these  cathartics  with  glycerin  supposi- 
tories. These  are  made  containing  in  each  suppository  either  0'5 
gram  of  aloin,  0'03  gram  of  colocynthin,  or  0"02  gram  of  citrullin  ; 
of  these  the  suppositories  containing  aloin  are  used  in  mild  cases 
of  constipation,  those  containing  colocynthin  in  more  serious  cases, 
whilst  those  containing  citrullin  are  recommended  in  case  of 
failure  of  the  others. 

Lanolin  Milk.  E.  Dieterich.  {Pharm.  Zeltung,  1892,  429.) 
20  grams  of  powdered  soap,  10  of  powdered  borax,  70  of  water, 
3U  of  cocoanut  oil,  and  70  of  hydrated  lanolin  are  triturated 
together  for  10  minutes,  and  then  gradually  and  thoroughly  mixed 
with  800  c.c.  of  warm  rose-water.  The  mixture  is  perfumed 
with  10  drops  each  of  the  oils  of  bergamot  and  orange  flower, 
5  drops  of  oil  of  rose,  and  one  drop  of  oil  of  wintergreen. 

Lanain.  H.Hirzel.  (Apotheker  Zeitung,lS93,  o7.  From  Amer. 
Juuni.  I'harm.)  Lanain,  patented  as  a  pure  neutral  wool-fat,  is  put 
upon  the  market  as  a  soft,  yellowish,  homogeneous  mass,  melting 
at  about  3G°  C. ;  it  has  only  a  faint  odour  indicative  of  its  origin, 
and  loses  this  after  some  time;  applied  to  the  skin,  this  odour  is 
7iot  persistent ;  it  is  perfectly  neutral  in  reaction  and  permanent 
in  air.  By  mixing  with  water,  it  changes  to  a  white,  unctuous 
ointment,  the  surface  of  which  becomes  brown  on  exposure;  it  is 
jiossible  to  incorporate  as  much  as  four  times  its  own  weight  of 
water  ;  by  incorpoi-ating  2")  per  cent,  of  water,  lanolin  is  obtainable. 
Lanain  is  very  quickly  absorbed  by  the  skin,  so  that  this  property, 
also  possessed  by  lanolin,  is  not  due  to  the  water  contained  in  the 
latter.  Lanain  is  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  diffei'ent  fats 
and  some  fixed  oils  in  the  preparation  of  ointments,  pomades,  etc.. 
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Improved  Formula  for  Liniraentum  Saponis.     G.  W.   Sloan. 
{Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  28th,  1893.) 


Castile  soap,  in  powder  . 

70  grams 

Camphor,  in  small  pieces 

.       45      „ 

Oil  of  rosemary 

.  10  c.c 

Rectified  spirit 

750    „ 

Water,  to  make 

.       1,000   „ 

Mix  the  ingredients  (except  the  watei")  together  in  a  bottle, 
shake  until  the  camphor  is  dissolved,  then  add  enough  water  to 
make  up  the  required  volume,  and  shake ;  filter. 

Depilatory  Powder.  H.  Unna.  (Aertztl.  Prakt. ;  American 
Drug'jist,  February,  1893.)  The  author  recommends  the  following 
as  a  harmless  and  efficient  depilatory  : — 

Barium  sulphate. 

Zinc  oxide. 

Powdered  starch,  of  each  equal  parts. 

Stir  the  powder  to  a  paste  with  water,  and  apply.  It  will  dry- 
in  about  ten  minutes,  and  on  removing  it  the  surface  will  be  found 
to  be  bare  of  hair.  While  no  irritation  follows  this  application,  it 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  same  spot  two  days  in  succession. 

Arnica  Opodeldoc.     {Chemist  and  Druggist,  April  8th,  1893.) 

Tr.  opii 5J. 

,,    arnicfe        .......  jij. 

Lin.  saponis  ad       .....         .  ^iss. 

M. 

Chloral-Camphor  Glycerin.  {Chemist  and  Druggist,  June  3rd, 
1893.)  This  combination  is  used  in  Germany  as  a  topical  applica- 
tion for  certain  soft  ulcerous  skin-affections.  It  is  made  by  rubbing 
together  5  parts  of  chloral  hydrate  and  3  parts  of  camphor,  and 
dissolving  the  resulting  liquid  in  25  parts  (by  weight)  of  glycerin, 
heated  to  about  50-60°  C.  In  a  short  time  the  camphor  crystallizes 
out,  so  that  the  solution  must  be  made  as  required. 

Salol  Glycerin.  A.  Suchomel.  {Chemist  and  Druggist.  From 
Pharmaceutische  Post.)  This  is  a  preparation  of  salol  which  may 
be  used  for  application  to  the  throat  or  the  skin.  Rub  up  150 
grains  of  salol  with  75  grains  of  gum  acacia  and  1  drachm  of 
water  to  make  an  emulsion,  then  add  sufficient  glycerin  to  make 
3  ounces. 

Application   for   Burns.     {American    Druggist,    January,   1893.) 
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The  author  recommends  the  following  ointment  as  a  dressing  for 

burns  : — 

Europhen 3  grams. 

Olive  oil         .         .         .         .         .        .        7      ,, 

Vaselin 60      ,, 

Lanolin.         .         .         •         •         •         •  30      ,, 

Cooling  Lotion.     (Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  28tli,  1898.) 

Spt.  vin.  rect. .......  53- 

Potass,  nitrat.          ......  5iv. 

Acid,  acetic jiv. 

Aq.  camiihoras          ......  5XX. 

M. 

Pain-Killer.  (FJiarm.  Zeitung,  January  7tli,  189."'!.)  One  part 
of  capsicum  fruit  is  extracted  by  percolation  with  5  parts  of 
rectified  spirit.  To  1000  parts  of  tincture  thus  obtained,  25  grams 
of  camphor,  50  grams  of  solution  of  ammonia,  10  grams  of  oil  of 
rosemary,  and  5  grams  of  oil  of  thyme  are  added.  The  preparation 
is  used  as  a  liniment. 

Ointment  for  Chronic  Eczema.  [Chemist  and  Druggist,  October 
22nd,  1892.) 

Tincture  of  male  fern       .....         3J. 

EectifieJ  spirit  ......      ^sp. 

Tincture  of  myiTh    ......         5J. 

Powdered  opium       ......         jj- 

Mfiporate  for  a  few  days,  and  filter. 

The  parts  affected  are  first  to  be  washed  with  potash  soap,  and 
then  painted  with  the  above  tincture.  In  about  foui'teen  days 
cl ironic  cases  show  a  very  healthy  condition. 

Ointment  for  Hsemorrhoids.  Dr.  Allingham.  (Chemist  and 
Druggist,  October  22nd,  1892.)  The  author  recommends  the 
following  : — 

Calomel -^ss. 


5'J- 


Morph.  bydrochlor 

Bismuth,  subnit.    . 

Vaselin  .... 

Glycerin 
Miscc,  fiat  ung. 
To  be  applied  night  and  morning. 

Wash  for  Pruritus.    (Therajt.  Blatt. ;  American  Druggist,  February, 
189;5.) 

Menthol         .....         .4  gramf. 

Alcohol 30       ,, 

Water 60       ,, 

Diluted  acetic  acid         ....     120 
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Ointment  for   Ulcerated  Chilblains.     Dr.  Brogg.      (Interna t. 
Jdiu.  Ii  K Hthchnu  ;  Chem.  and  Drwjij.,  October  22nd,  1892.) 


Acid,  carbolic  . 
Unguent,  iilumb. 
Lauoliu 

01.  amygdiil.  Julo. 
01.  lavandul. 


gr.  XV. 


511SS. 

gtt.  XX. 


M. 


(Phari)i.  Zeitung,  February 
de  Bordeaux.)  This  name  is 
mixture  of  1  part  of  strong 
It  is   strongly  recommended 


Apply  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Pommade  Sulfonee.     P.  Carles. 

•J2tid,  1893.  From  Jnurn.  de  Mhl. 
u'iven  by  the  author  to  an  intimate 
sulphuric  acid  and  5  parts  of  lard. 
:is  a  counter-irritant  in  cases  of  neuralgia  and  local  I'heumatism, 
and  for  the  relief  of  troublesome  irritation  of  the  respiratory 
passages.  When  applied,  it  sliould  be  covered  witb  a  layer  of 
cotton-wool  to  prevent  the  clothes  from  being  corroded.  Its  action 
i.s  like  that  of  mustard,  croton  oil,  and  similar  irritants,  over  wliich 
it  has  the  advantage  of  being  readily  removable  by  washing  with 
v>ater.  It  is  stated  not  to  contain  the  sulphuric  acid,  in  the  free 
!-;tate,  but  in  the  form  of  sulpho-corapounds  of  the  fatty  acids. 

Preservation  of  Vaccine  Lymph  by  Means  of  Glycerin.  MM. 
C'haml)on  and  Menard.  (Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  Ejnt.jNo.  1679,  3o.) 
Tlie  authors  find  that  the  addition  of  glycerin  to  vaccine  lymph, 
and.  storing  of  the  mixture  in  sterilized  tubes,  causes  a  gradual 
improvement  in  the  quality  and  activity  of  the  lymph,  and  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  parasitic  microbes. 

Corn  Solvent.  (Joum.  de  Fharm.  et  de  Ghim.,  February,  1893, 
'248.)  Dissolve  1  part  of  extract  of  Indian  hemp,  10  parts  of 
salicylic  acid,  and  5  parts  of  turpentine  in  82  parts  of  collodion, 
and  add  2  parts  of  acetic  acid. 

Pills  for  Tapeworm.  C.Dummer.  {Chemist  and  Druggist, 
December  3rd,  1892.) 


Extract  of  male  fern. 

Asafoetida 

Aloes 

Cacao  butter 

Kaolin,  sifted     . 


30  grains. 
15       „ 
7^       „ 
30       ,. 


Make  into  15  pills. 

This  gives  a  good  plastic  mass,  which  can  easily  be  rolled  and 
formed  into  pills  by  the  aid  of  some  kaolin.     First,  the  aloes  and 
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asafoetida  are  rubbed  together  ia  a  mortar  as  fine  as  possible  ; 
next,  one-half  of  the  kaolin  is  added,  and  all  are  rubbed  together 
to  a  uniform  powder  ;  finally,  the  rest  of  the  kaolin  is  added  and  the 
oil  of  male  fern  and  cacao  butter.  Let  the  pills  cool  a  few  hours, 
and  then  give  them  two  coats  of  cacao  butter,  in  order  to  pi'otect 
them  ao-ainst  the  influence  of  the  ammonia  in  the  keratin  solution, 
which  should  be  applied  as  a  coating. 

Laxative  Pills.  A.  F.  Philippeau.  (Joiim.  de  Pharm.  et  de 
Chim.,  Febi-uary,  1893,  248.)  The  author  recommends  the  follow- 
ing formula  : — • 

Cascara  sagrada         ....         0-05  gram. 
Extract  of  nux  vomica^    ^^  ^^^^      _         ^.^^      ^^ 
Extract  of  belladonna  ) 

Powdered  ipecacuanha  )    ^^  ^^^^^       _         ^.^^      ^^ 
Podophyllin  ) 

These  quantities  are  for  one  pill,  which  is  to  be  taken  at  bed- 
time. 

Creasote  Pills.  M.  Limbo.  (Jouni.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chim., 
October,  1892,  357.)  For  the  administration  of  creasote  in  the 
form  of  pills,  the  author  recommends  the  following  combination, 
in  which  the  odour  and  taste  of  the  creasote  is  stated  to  be  almost 
cnlirelj  masked  : — The  creasote  is  mixed  with  twice  its  weight  of 
powdered  gum  arabic,  and  after  complete  absorption  of  the  former, 
glycerin  is  added  drop  by  drop  until  a  suitable  mass  is  obtained. 

Preparation  of  Creasote  Pills.  J.  Norberto.  {Pharm.  Post., 
1892,  817.)  The  author  prepares  a  creasote  emulsion  from  5'5 
parts  of  gelatin,  12  parts  of  Avater,  2o  parts  of  sugar,  and  20  parts 
of  creasote,  which  can  be  readily  preserved  in  a  bottle  with  a  tight- 
iitting  glass  stopper.  This  emulsion  contains  half  its  weight  of 
(ti'easotc.  A  pill  mass  can  l)e  made  from  it  at  any  time  by  the 
incorporation  of  small  quantities  of  powdered  liquorice  and  marsh- 
mallow^  roots. 

Preparation  of  Tar  Pills.  Ur.  Iwanoff.  (Pharm.  Zeitnng, 
.June  10th,  18l>3.)  AVhite  bolus  is  recommended  as  a  suitable 
substance  to  convert  tar  into  a  pill  mass.  By  means  of  this  ex- 
cipient,  pills  can  be  easily  prepared  containing  21  grains  of  tar  in 
eich  pill. 

Preparation  of  Pills  containing  Phosphorus.  M.  Fourcy.  (From 
Moii.  dc  la  I'h'irin.)  In  order  to  ensure  the  perfectly  uniform  dis- 
tribution of  phosphorus  in  pill  masses,  the  author  suggests  the 
jihosphorus  to  be  dissolved   in  bisulphide  of  carbon,  the  solution 
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.to  be  quickly  incorporated  with  a  soft  extract  (extract  of  cincliona 
is  recommended),  and  the  powdei-s  ordered  in  the  prescription  to 
be  then  added.  The  solvent  qiiickly  evaporates  dui-ing  the  pro- 
cess of  mixing. 

Preparation  of  Pills  of  Nitrate  of  Silver.  M .  W  e  a  r  n .  (Mirn. 
de  Pharm.  et  de  Chim.,  1893,  137.)  The  finely  powdered  silver 
nitrate  is  tritui-ated  with  gum  arable,  and  made  into  a  mass  with 
glucose.  Pills  made  of  this  mass  are  stated  to  retain  their  form 
4ind  colour,  and  not  to  be  liable  to  undue  hardening. 

Pill-Coating.  M.  Fauiil.  {Journ.de  Pharm.  d'Anvers^Yehvu&vj, 
1893,  56.)  Tlie  pills  are  uniformly  moistened  with  a  liquid  com- 
posed of  one  part  of  glycerin  and  two  parts  of  strong  alcohol  ; 
they  are  then  rolled  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  impalpable  powder, 
^•omposed  of  4  parts  of  saccharin,  2  parts  of  tragacanth,  and  1 
part  of  starch.  The  excess  of  powder  is  removed  by  means  of  a 
sieve,  and  the  operation  repeated.  The  pills  are  then  moistened 
•  -with  a  mixture  of  1  part  of  glycerin  and  2  parts  of  ether,  and 
rolled  in  a  powder  composed  of  equal  parts  of  French  chalk  and 
carbonate  of  calcium. 

Salol-Coating  of  Pills.  A.  Suchomel.  {Pharm.  Post.,  1892, 
■899.)  The  author  doubts  the  efficiency  of  the  method  of  coating 
suggested  by  P.  Y von  (see  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy,  1892,  236),  and 
proposes  that  the  pills  be  dipped  into  melted  salol  contained  in  a 
small  dish  placed  on  a  water-bath.  After  taking  the  pills  off  the 
needles,  the  small  apertures  may  be  closed  by  applying  a  little 
melted  salol  with  a  small  brush.  The  coating  hardens  very  quickly, 
and  the  pills  have  the  appearance  of  being  sugar-coated. 

Notes  on  the  Storage  and  Preservation  of  Pills.  A.  C.  Zeig. 
{Pacific  Druggist,  September  15th,  1892  ;  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
'  November  26th,  1892,  771.)  The  author  mentions  a  number  of 
instances  of  changes  occurring  in  pills  on  keeping,  and  discusses 
the  means  for  preventing  such  changes.  He  advocates  storage  in 
bottles  tightly  corked,  protected  against  light,  and  remote  from 
any  source  of  heat,  preferably  in  a  place  where  the  variations  in 
temperature  are  not  great. 

Preparations  for  the  Teeth.  {Apotheker  Zeitung,  1892,  347 ; 
Amer.  Jourii.  Pharm.,  September,  1892.) 

Toothache-Drops. — I.  Oils  of  cajeput  and  cloves,  of  each  1  part ; 
chloroform,  2  parts. 

II. — Camphor  and  choral  hydrate,  of  each  2  parts ;  spirit  of 
peppermint,  1  part. 
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III. — Tincture  of  cannabis  indica,  oil  of  cloves  and  chloroform, 
equal  parts. 

IV. — Tincture  of  opium,  oil  of  peppermint  and  spirit  of  ether, 
eqiial  parts. 

Hard  Tooth-Soap. — Precipitated  chalk,  8  parts;  carmine,  0'2 
(dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  liquid  ammonia)  ;  powdered  soap,. 
20  parts ;  oil  of  peppermint,  05  ;  alcohol,  30.  After  moulding, 
allow  to  dry. 

Soft  Tooth- Soap. —Frec'iTpitaited  chalk,  20  parts;  carmine,  0'2 
(dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  liquid  ammonia);  powdered  soap, 
r»  parts ;  oil  of  peppermint,  05 ;  syrup,  glycerin  and  alcohol,  of 
each  a  suflBcient  quantity. 

Liquid  Tooth- Soap. — Soap  liniment,  100  parts ;  tincture  of 
myrrh  and  glycerin,  of  each  20  parts  ;  oil  of  peppermint,  0'5. 

Tooth-Balsam. — Extract  of  opium,  camphor  and  Peruvian  balsanu 
of  each  1  part;  powdered  mastich,  2  parts;  chloroform,  20;  to 
be  applied  on  cotton. 

Tooth-Cement. — Pure  zinc  oxide,  98  parts  ;  magnesia,  2  ;  glacial 
phosphoric  acid,  a  sufficient  quantity;  the  powders  are  to  be 
mixed  in  a  warm  mortar,  with  sufficient  melted  acid  to  make  a 
paste,  which  is  to  be  used  at  once,  as  it  rapidly  hardens. 

Tooth- Wax. — Wax,  30  parts;  Venetian  turpentine,  12;  powdered 
mastich,  5  ;  powdered  opium,  3  ;  chloral  hydrate,  25. 

Tooth- Wash. — Tannin,  5  parts;  tincture  of  iodine  and  tincture 
of  myrrh,  of  each  2"5  ;  potassium  iodide,  I'O  ;  rose  water,  180  ;  a 
teaspoonful  in  a  glassful  of  warm  water  used  as  a  wash  Avill  pre- 
vent decay  and  loosening  of  the  teeth. 

Antiseptic  Tooth-Wash. — Saccharin,  1  part;  sodium  bicarbonate, 
<j*5  ;  alcohol,  100  parts  ;  oil  of  peppermint,  11  drops. 

Antiseptic  Mouth- Wash.  Dr.  Mi  lion.  (Jomm.  de  Pharm.  et  de 
Chim.,  1892,  624.)     The  author  recommends  the  following  : — 


Thymol 

IJenzoic  acid 

Tincture  of  eucalyptus 

Alcohol 

Oil  of  peppermint 


0*25  parts. 
3-00      „ 
150 

100-00      „ 
0-50      „ 


A  tablespoonful  to  be  used   with    a    tumblerful    of    lukewarm 
water  for  rinsing  the  mouth. 
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Coca  Tooth-Past3.     {Chemist  and  Dnigglsf,  May  20th,  1893.) 


Powdered  white  soap   . 

si- 

French  chalk        .... 

■      5"J- 

Cuttle-fish  hone  .... 

JSS. 

Carmine       ..... 

5SS. 

Tincture  of  coca-leaves 

5SS. 

Oil  of  popperniint 

7n.xx. 

,,     cascarilla     .... 

ITlV. 

,,     linaloes        .... 

nixv. 

Glycerin a  sufficiency. 

Make  into  a  paste. 

Eucalyptus  Tooth-Easte.     (Ibid.) 

Precipitated  chalk ^iij. 

French  chalk     . 

3ij- 

Powdered  white  soap 

»iss. 

Starch 

giss. 

Carmine    . 

gr.  XV. 

Oil  of  peppermint 

itixv. 

,,      rose  geranium 

11\XV. 

,,      eucalyptus 

jSS. 

„      cloves 

'TIVJ. 

,,      anise 

m.vj. 

Glycerin  and  spirit,  of  each  a  sufficiency  to  make  a  paste. 
Coral  Tooth-Paste.     {American  Druggist,  January,  1893.) 


Talc,  Venetian     . 

50  grams. 

Purified  chalk 

30      „ 

Cuttle-fish  bono   . 

20      „ 

Milk-sugar  . 

. 

5      „ 

Carmine 

. 

5      „ 

Glycerin 

10      „ 

Extract  of  violet  . 

10      „ 

Oil  of  peppermint 

. 

1      „ 

Oil  of  rose    . 

. 

5  drops. 

Myrrh  Dentifrice.     C.  0.  Ingvoldstad. 

{Chemist  ai 

January  7th,  1893.) 

Carbonate  of  calcium,  prec 

pitated 

.        .        5iv. 

Myrrh,  powdered  . 

5iv. 

Castile  soap,  powdered  . 

5iv. 

Orris-root,  powdered 

jiv. 

Oil  of  peppermint 


sufficient  to  flavour. 


M. 


Preparations  of  Myrrh.  {Pharm.  Centralhalle,  1892,  500.) 
Unguentum  Myrrhcv. — This  ointment  is  stated  to  answer  well  in  the 
treatment  of  eczema,  and  is  made  by  thoroughly  incorporating  one 
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part  of  myrrh  witli  10  parts  of  a  mixture  of  wax  and  fixed  oil  at 
an  elevated  temperature. 

Myrrholin. — This  preparation  is  obtained  bj  digesting  myrrh 
with  alcohol  and  castor  oil,  and  is  intended  for  use  as  an  embalm- 
ing and  preserving  agent. 

Ammoniated  Essence  of  Lavender.     (Revue  de  Therap.,  1892,  418.) 
The  following-  is  recommended  for  smellinsf  bottles  : — 


Alcohol  . 

Oil  of  lavender 

Oil  of  bergamot 

Oil  of  cloves 

Oil  of  cinnamon 

Oil  of  rose 

Tincture  of  musk     . 

Concentrated  ammonia 


Join 


250  c.c. 

10  „ 

12  „ 

5  „ 

5  ., 

1  ,. 

10  „ 

250  „ 


Pharm.,  Mav,  1893. 


Formulae  for  Brilliantine.     (Amet 
From  Bullet,  de  Pharm.  de  Lyon.) 

(1)  Castor  oil  6,  castile  soap  2,  benzoin  2,  alcohol  200  grams, 
oil  of  rose  or  neroli  sufiicient. 

(2)  Glycerin  10,  alcohol  100,  rose  Avater  100  grams. 

(3)  Castor  oil  6,  glycerin  6,  benzoin  2,  alcohol  200  grams.  Per- 
fume. 

Crescent  Hair-Dye.     (Chemist  and  Druggist,  October  22nd,  1892.) 

Nitrate  or  sulphate  of  copper       .         .         .         o^'j- 
,.         of  silver  .....         S^'J- 

Distilled  water     ......         Oiij. 

Solution  of  ammonia   .         .      a  sufficient  quantity. 

Dissolve  the  salts  in  the  water,  and  add  the  solution  of  ammonia 
carefully  until  the  precipitate  is  redissolved. 

This,  properly  applied,  is  stated  to  produce  a  very  black  colour; 
a  lighter  shade,  even  to  light  brown,  can  be  secured  by  diluting 
the  solution. 

Shampoo.      (American  Druggist,  April,  1893,  207.) 


Ammonia  water 

Alcohol 

Tincture  of  cantliarides 

Oil  of  bergamot  . 

,,      cloves 

„      origanum 
M'ater 


2  fluid  ounces. 

3 

2  fluid  drachms. 

.  15  drop.". 

q.  s. 

5  drops. 

11  fluid  ounces. 


Dissolve  the  oils  in  the  alcohol,  add  the  tincture  of  cantharides, 
ammonia,  and  lastly  the  water. 

Substitute  for  Gum  Arabic.     (Nonv.  liem.,   1892,  No.  13)     1<) 
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kilograms  of  linseed  are  boiled  with  80  kilograms  of  sulphuric  acid 
and  100  litres  of  water  for  three  or  four  hours.  The  liquid  is  then 
filtered  and  mixed  with  four  times  its  volume  of  alcohol.  The  pre- 
cipitate is  collected,  Avashed,  and  dried.  The  product  is  amor- 
phous, colourless,  insipid,  and  gives  a  thick  mucilage  with  water. 

Almond  Cosmetic  Cream.     (Pharmaceutical  Record.) 

Almond?,  blanched  .....  1  oz. 

Rose-water 4  ozs. 

Beat  the  almonds  to  a  paste,  and  add  the  rose-wafer;  heat  to 
boiling-point,  and  add — 


White  wax       .... 

loz. 

Almond  oil      ...        . 

2  ozs. 

White  Castile  soap  . 

1  oz. 

Mix  thoroughly,  and  add — 

Saturated  solution  of  boric  acid 

2  ozs. 

Cologne  water 

1  oz. 

Oil  of  bitter  almonds 

.     4  drops. 

*■,,      rose  geranium 

5  ozs. 

Glycerin            .... 

1  oz. 

M. 

Paste  for  Fixings  Labels  on  Glass,  Porcelain,  and  Iron.  (Amer. 
Journ.  Phann,  February,  1893.  From  Nouv.  Pern.)  120  grams  of 
gum  ai-abic  and  30  grams  of  gum  tragacanth  are  macerated 
separately  in  a  little  water;  the  latter  mixture  is  agitated  until 
a  viscous  emulsion  is  formed,  when  the  gum  arable  solution  is 
added,  and  the  whole  filtered  through  fine  linen.  With  this  liquid 
a  solution  of  2'5  grams  of  oil  of  thyme  in  120  grams  of  glycerin 
is  incorporated.  The  volume  is  then  made  up  to  one  litre  by  the 
addition  of  distilled  water.  This  paste  is  said  to  possess  remark- 
able adhesiveness,  and  to  keep  well  in  sealed  flasks. 

Marine  Glue.  (Nouv.  Rem.,  April,  1892,  iv.)  450  grams  of 
caoutchouc  are  dissolved  in  18  litres  of  benzol.  After  about  10 
days,  when  the  caoutchouc  has  all  dissolved,  shellac  is  added  equal 
to  two  or  three  times  the  weight  of  the  solution.  The  mixture  is 
heated  and  poured  on  slabs.  The  glue  is  used  at  a  temperature 
of  120°  C. 

Paste  for  Cleaning  White  Kid  Gloves.  (Phann.  Zeitung,  June 
17th,  1893.)  A  suitable  preparation  is  obtained  for  this  purpose 
by  mixing  350  parts  of  solution  of  chlorinated  lime,  30  parts  of 
solution  of  ammonia,  450  parts  of  powdered  soap,  and  600  parts  of 
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water.     This  paste  is  applied  to  the  gloves  by  means  of   a  piece  of 
flannel. 

Removal  of  Grease  Spots  from  Marble.  (Phann.  Zeitnnr/. 
.lane  17th,  189;}.)  The  spots  are  thickly  coated  with  a  paste 
composed  of  white  bolus  and  petroleum  spirit,  and  covered  over  to 
j)revent  evaporation.  Further  addition  of  petroleum  spirit  may 
bo  made  from  time  to  time.  After  some  time  the  paste  is  removed 
and  the  mai-ble  washed  with  water.  If  not  quite  clean  yet, 
washing  with  ammonia  and  subsequently  with  water  is  recom- 
mended. 

Cleaning  of  Plaster  Casts.  {Phann.  Zeitnng,  June  17th,  189:'>.) 
Plaster  casts  may  be  cleaned  by  rubbing  the  surfaces  with  a  piece 
of  linen  soaked  with  oil  of  turpentine.  To  the  nicks  the  turpen- 
tine is  applied  by  means  of  a  brush.  After  this  application,  the 
cast  is  dusted  over  with  precipitated  chalk,  allowed  to  dry,  and 
then  rubbed  with  a  clean  linen  cloth. 

Black  Leather  Polish.     F.  Edel.     (Pharmaceutical  Record.) 

White  wax,  cut  in  small  pieces      .         .         .  5iij. 

Ether Jiij. 

Logwood  extract    ......  ^iv. 

Gallic  acid     .......  51]. 

Tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron       ...  ^j. 

Spirit,  to 5XVJ. 

Dissolve  the  wax  in  the  ether,  allow  the  extract  of  logwood  and 
gallic  acid  to  macerate  Avith  occasional  agitation  during  twenty- 
four  hours,  then  strain  through  cloth  and  add  the  tincture  of  iron. 
Xow  add  the  mixture  thus  prepared  to  the  ethereal  solution  of 
wax,  and  again  strain  through  cloth. 

Furniture  Polishes.  {Glmnist  and  Drugguf,  Januarv  2Sth, 
1803.) 

1.  Liusccd  oil    .......  Ov. 

Tincture  of  benzoin  (simple)          .         .         .  giv. 

Archil sjj. 

Vinegar sxxj. 

Solution  of  antimony  chloride        .         .         .  jvj. 

Spirit sx. 

M. 

2.  Linseed  oil   .         .         .         .         .         .         ,  Oiv. 

Oil  of  turpentine  ......  '^xvj. 

Shellac .         .          ......  sij. 

«l'int     .........  =viij. 
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Dissolve  the  shellac  in  the  spirit,  and  mix  Avith  the  other 
ingredients. 

8.  Dragon's  blood ^ss. 

Oil  of  turpeutine 5vj. 

Liuseed  oil  .         .         .         .         .         •         •  Oj. 

Hydrochloric  acid 5'ss. 

Powder  the  dragon's  blood,  and  shake  well  with  the  turpentine. 
After  a  day,  strain  into  the  linseed  oil  and  add  the  acid. 

4.  Linseed  oil Oiv. 

Strained  ox-gall 5xvj. 

Spirit jxvj. 

Dilute  nitric  acid  ......  ^W. 

M. 

5.  Japan  wax     .......  jiv. 

Oil  of  turpentine S^ij* 

Shave  the  wax  and  dissolve  it  in  the  turpentine,  then  add — ■ 

Linseed  oil Oiv. 

Spirit 5xij. 

Solution  of  potash  ......       3^J- 

Water  to Cong.j. 

Make  into  a  cream  by  brisk  agitation,  diluting  the  potash  with 
the  water  before  adding  it. 

6.  Olive  oil  (sublim.  opt.) Oj. 

Dragon's  blood  (powdered) 5J. 

Spirit 5iv. 

Mix  together,  and  shake  now  and  then  in  the  coui-se  of  four 
days,  then  strain  through  fine  muslin. 

Crimson  Marking-Ink.  (Chemist:  and  DncggisI,  October  22nd, 
1892.) 

Kitrate  of  silver Si- 
Carbonate  of  soda 5iss. 

Tartaric  acid  .         .         .         .         .         .  jij.  9ij. 

Strong  solution  of  ammonia    ....        ^i]. 

Carmine .         . gJ^-  '^j- 

Powdered  su^ar       .....         .      jvj. 

„         gum  arabic      .....        3x. 

Distilled  water         ....         a  sufficiency. 

Dissolve  the  silver  nitrate  and  sodium  carbonate  separately  in 
n  pint  of  distilled  water,  and  mix  the  solutions.  Wash  the 
precipitate  by  decantation  with  2  pints  of  water  three  times  ; 
collect  the  last  on  a  filter,  and  wash  with  a  fourth  pint  of  water; 
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drain  ^vell ;  transfer  the  precipitate  to  a  mortar  and  rub  up  with 
the  tartaric  acid ;  when  effervescence  ceases,  add  the  ammonia' 
(in  which  the  carmine  has  been  dissolved),  then  the  sugar  and  gum 
(previously  made  into  a  cream  with  water).  Finally  make  up 
to  ^vj.  with  distilled  water. 

Patent  Leather  Varnish.  {Americaji  Druggist,  January,  1893.) 
The  following  will,  it  is  stated,  produce  a  varnish  which  will  not 
•crack  or  peel  off  from  leather  : — ■ 

Rosin 30  parts. 

Turpentine     .         .         .         .         .         •  30  ,, 

Oil  of  turpentine   .....  30  ,, 

Sandarac        .         .         .         .         .         .  60  ,, 

bhellac .  120  „ 

Alcohol 900  „ 

Lampblack    ......  15  ,, 

Digest  the  first  six  ingredients  together,  and  finally  add  the 
lampblack. 

Tar  Paint  for  Iron  Surfaces.  (Chemist  and  Druggist,  from  Les 
Corps  Gras  Ind.) 

Coal  tar 15  litres. 

Sulphur 2  kilos. 

Red  lead  .......  2     ,, 

White  leal 2     ,, 

The  ingredients  are  mixed  intimately  and  boiled  together  until 
the  total  bulk  is  reduced  to  10  litres. 

This  process  is  said  to  pi'oduce  a  durable  paint  devoid  of  tarry 
odour. 

Gold  Varnish  for  Boltle  Caps.  (American  Druggist,  January, 
Ibl.*;),  from  Drag.  Zeitung.) 

I.  According  to  Anders. 

10  grains. 
100      „ 


Gamboge 
Buttonlac 
Turpentine 
Alcohol . 


11.   According  to  Dietcric 

Gamboge  ..... 
Dragon's  blood  .... 
Extract  of  sandal  .... 
Sandarac  .  .  .  . 
Venice  turpentine  .... 
Alcohol  (95  per  cent.) 

Dissolve  with  the  aid  of  heat,  and  filter, 


10 
450 


/;. 


40  giams. 


25 

1)00 
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New  Process  of  Soldering  for  Alumiumm  and  various  other 
Metals.  J.  Xovel.  (L7ie»».  iS'tir;:;,  February  24tli,  1893.  From 
Comptes  Eendus.)  Aluminium  is  soldered  with  the  alloy  given 
below,  with  the  ordinary  tinman's  soldering  iron,  or  with  the 
blowpipe.  It  does  not  oxidize  or  discolour  the  metal.  The 
following  solders  are  employed  for  aluminium  : — No.  1.  Pare  tin  ; 
melts  at  250°.  No.  2.  Pure  tin,  1000  parts;  fine  lead,  50 
parts.  Melts  at  from  280°  to  300°.  No.  3.  Pure  tin,  1000  parts ; 
pure  zinc,  50  parts.  Melts  at  from  280°  to  300°.  These  three 
solders  may  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  aluminium  trinkets. 
For  the  following  two  solders  the  soldering  iron  should  be  made 
of  pure  nickel.  No.  4.  Pure  tin,  1000  parts  ;  pure  copper,  10  to 
15  parts.  Melts  at  from  350°  to  450°.  No.  5.  Pure  tin,  1000 
parts  ;  pure  nickel,  15  parts.  Melts  at  from  350°  to  450°.  No.  0. 
Pure  tin,  900  parts  ;  pure  copper,  100  parts  ;  bismuth,  2  to  3  parts. 
Melts  at  from  350°  to  450°,  and  is  recommended  for  soldering 
aluminium  bronze. 

Alumiuium  Plash  Light.  A.  Villon.  (American  Drngijisf, 
January,  1893.)  The  author  recommends  the  following  formula  as 
producing  a  good  flash  light : — 

Potassium  chlorate         ....      20  gramF. 
Aluminium,  powLlered     .         .         .         .         8      ,, 
Sugar 2      .. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  I.— This  Association  shall  be  called  The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  its 
objects  shall  be  the  followinir  : — 

1.  To  hold  an  aniiual  Conference  of  those  enaragred  in  the  practice,  or  interested  in  the 

advancement,  of  Pharmacy,  with  the  view  of  promoting  their  friendly  reunion,  and 
increasing  their  facilities  for  the  cultivation  of  Pharmaceutical  Science. 

2.  To  determine  what  questions  in  Pharmaceutical  Science  require  investigation,  and 

when  practicable,  to  allot  them  to  individuals  or  committees  to  report  thereon. 

3.  To  maintain  uncompromisingly  the  principle  of  purity  in  Medicine. 

4.  To  form  a  bond  of  union  amongst  the  various  associations  established  for  the  advance- 

ment of  Pharmacy,  by  receiving  from  them  delcirates  to  the  annual  Conference. 
Art.  II.— Membership   in   the   Conference   shall  not  be   considered  as   conferring  any 
guarantee  of  professional  competency. 

RULES. 

1.  Any  person  desiring  to  become  a  memlier  of  the  Conference  shall  be  nominated  in 
writing'by  a  member,  and  be  balloted  for  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  members,  two-thirds 
of  the  votes  given  being  needful  for  his  election.  If  the  application  be  made  during  the 
recess,  the  Executive  Committee  may  elect  the  candidate  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

2.  The  subscription  shall  be  7s.  6d.  annuiilly,  which  shall  be  due  in  advance  upon  July  1. 

3.  Any  member  whose  subscription  shall  be  more  than  two  years  in  arrear,  after  written 
application,  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  from  the  list  by  the  Executive  Committee.  Members 
may  be  expelled  for  improper  conduct  by  a  majority  of  three-fourths  of  those  voting  at  a 
general  meeting,  provided  that  fourteen  days'  notice  of  such  intention  of  expulsion  has 
been  sent  by  the  Secretaries  to  each  member  of  the  C;onference. 

4.  Every  association  established  for  the  advancement  of  Pharmacy  shall,  during  its 
recognition  by  the  Conference,  be  entitled  to  send  delegates  to  the  annual  meeting. 

5.  The  Officers  of  the  Conference  shall  be  a  President,  four  Vice-presidents  by  election, 
the  past  Presidents  (who  shall  be  Vice-presidents) ,  a  Treasurer,  two  General  Secretaries,  one 
local  Secretary,  and  nine  other  members,  who  shall  collectively  constitute  the  Executive 
Committee.  Three  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  retire  annually  by  ballot,  the 
remaitifier  being  eligible  for  re-election.  They  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting,  by 
ballot  of  those  present. 

C.  At  each  Conference  it  shall  be  determined  at  what  place  and  time  to  hold  that  of  the 
next  V  ear. 

7.  Two  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  Conference  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts, 
6uch  audited  accotmts  to  be  presented  annually. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  present  a  report  of  proceedings  annually. 

9.  These  rules  sh;dl  not  be  altered  except  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members. 

10.  Reports  on  subjects  entrusted  to  individuals  or  committees  for  investigation  shall  bo 
presented  to  a  future  meeting  of  the  Conference,  whose  property  they  shall  become.  All 
reports  shall  be  presented  to  the  Executive  Committee  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the 
annual  meeting. 

*f*  Authors  are  specially  requeisted  to  send  the  titles nf  their  PaperstoThe  Hon.  Gen.  Seen.  Bnt.. 
Pharm.  Conf.,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  Annual 
Meeting.     The  subjects  will  then  be  extensively  advertised,  and  thusfullinterest  will  be  secured. 


FORM  OF  NOMINATION. 

I  Nominate 

(Name) 

(Address) _ _ _ 

as  a  Memler  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Memher. 

Date _ _ _ _..- 

This  or  any  similar  form  must  be  filled  up  legibly,  and  forwarded  to  Tlie  Assl.  Secretary, 
Brit.  Pharm.  Conf.,  17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  who  will  obtain  the  necessary 
signature  to  the  paper. 

Pupils  and  Assistants,  as  well  as  Principals,  are  invited  to  become  members. 
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Curtis,  Mr.  G.,  Melbourne  Hospital,  Melbourne,  Victoria  (Letters  to  G. 

S.  Taylor,  F.C.S.,  13,  Queen's  Terrace,  St.  John's  Wood,  N.W.). 

Dale,  Mr.  W.,  Corner  of  Clark  and  Madison  Streets,  Chicago,  Illinois, 

United  States. 
Dalton,  Mr.  S.  M.,  Auburn,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
Darroll,  Mr.  R.  G.,  near  Railway  Station,  Wynberg,   South  Africa 

(Year-Book  to  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.,  14,  Bunhill  Row,  E.G.). 
Davenport,  B.  F.,  M.D.,  161,  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
Davies,  Mr.  E.  C.  J.,  c/o  Messrs.  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co.,  3,  Flinders 

Street,  Melbourne. 
D'Crastos,  Dr.  P.  A.,  Civil  Hospital,  Muskat,  India  (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  c/o  Messrs.  Beynon  &  Co.). 
Dey,  Preo  Lall,  F.G.S.,  4,  Beadon  Street,  Calcutta,  India. 
Duerdin,  Mr.  J.,  Melbourne  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Sharland  &  Co., 

11!)  and  120,  London  Wall,  E.G.). 
Dunne,  Mr.  L.  C,  CunnamuUa,  Queensland  (Y'ear-Book  to  Messrs. 

Laughland,  Mackay  &  Baker,  50,  Lime  Street,  E.G.). 

Eastes,  Mr.  C.,  Manly  Beach,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales  (Y'ear-Book 
to  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  60,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.G.). 

Edson,  Mr.  J.,  Medical  Hall,  Queen  Street,  Auckland,  New  Zealand 
(Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  00,  Bartholomew 
Close,  E.G.). 

Elgie,  Kelsey,  Mr.,  c/o  Messrs.  Bromwith  &  Co.,  West  Street,  Durban, 
South  Africa. 

English,  Mr.  J.,  Messrs.  Kempthorne,  Prosser  &  Co.,  Danedin,  New 
Zealand  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  Mildmay 
Chambers,  Union  Court,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C.j. 

Evans,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Parade,  Norwood,  South  Australia. 

Eyre,  Mr.  Fred  J.,  U«,  O'Counell  Street,  North  Adelaide. 
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Fawcett,  Dr.  B.,  753,  Harris  Street,  Ultimo,  Sydney,  N.S.W.  (Year- 
Book  to  :Mr.  ¥.  W.  Hall,  61,  Chandos  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C). 
Flint,  Mr.  C.  B.,  Mount  Ciambier,  South  Australia. 
Forrest,  Mr.  J.  K.,  Jeffcott  Street,  West  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
Forster,  Mr.  W.  M.,  Nopercentage  Pharmacy,  San  Francisco,  U.S.A. 
Francis,  Mr.  H.,  81,  Bourke  Street  East,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
Frost,  W.  A.,  Ph.D.,  Messrs.  Frost  &  Brown,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  U.S.A. 

Garibaldi,  Mr.  J.  A.,  21,  Church  Place,  Gibraltar. 
Gordon,  Mr.  J.  C,  (562,  Main  Street,  Winnipeg,  IManitoba,  Canada. 
Gray,  Mr.  Henry  K.,  144,  St.  Lawrence  Main  Street,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Grimwade,  Mr.  E.  Norton,  342,  Little  Flinders   Street,   Melbourne, 

c/o    Messrs.   Grimwade,    Ridley    &    Co.,   28,   Bishopgate    Street, 

London,  E.G. 

Hallawell,   Mr.   J.,  Porto  Aligre,   Brazil  (Year-Book   to   Messrs.  J. 

Hallawell  &  Co.,  114,  Duke  Street,  Liverpool). 
Hallawell,  Mr.  T.,  Eio  Grande  de  Sul,  Brazil  (Year-Book  to  Messrs. 

J.  Hallawell  &  Co.,  114,  Duke  Street,  Liverpool). 
Headding,  Mr.  C,  Port  Adelaide,  South  Australia. 
Helmore,  Mr.  0.,  Medical  Hall,  Kimberley,  South  Africa. 
Hirst,  Mr.  C.  E.,  96,  Spencer  Street  West,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
Hooper,  D.,  F.C.S.,  Ootacamund,  Nilgiris,  Madras,  India. 
Hooper,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Church  Street,  Hawthorn,  Victoria. 
Horneman,  Mr.  L.,  Cape  Town  (c/o  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co., 

3i,  Paternoster  Eow,  E.C.). 
Huggard,  W.  R.,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  British  Pro  Consul,  Davos 

Platz,  Switzerland. 
Hughes,  Mr.  A.  E.,  Sturt  Street,  Ballarat. 
Huntsman,  Mr.  T.,  250,  Nicholson  Street,  Fitzroy,  Victoria. 
Hustler,  Mr.  F.  F.,  Port  Adelaide,  South  Australia. 
Hustwick,  Mr.  T.  H.,  Blenheim,  New  Zealand. 
Hutchinson,  Mr.  F.  P.,  New  Brighton  Dispensary,  Woodstock,  near 

Cape  Town. 

Ince,  W.  H.,  A.LC,  Domerschulgasse  3,  Wiirzburg,  Bavaria  (Year- 
Book  to  11,  St.  Stephen's  Avenue,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.). 

Ingham,  Mr.  Thomas,  Eockhampton,  Queensland  (Year-Book  to 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  Coleman  Street,  E.C.). 

Jackson,  A.  H.,  B.Sc,  F.C.S.,  Villa  Mancunium,  Dandenong  Road, 

Caulfield,  Melbourne  (Year-Book    to   Messrs.   Wm.  Bowen  &  Co., 

Collins  Street,  Melbourne). 
Jackson,  Mr.  H.  F.,  2263,  St.  Catherine  Street,  Montreal  (Year-Book 

to  Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons,  Mitre  Square,  E.G.,  c/o  Messrs.  Lyman, 

Sons  &  Co.). 
Jackson,  Mr.  J,  W.,  1,  Broughtou  Villa,  Ocean  Street,  Woolahra, 

Sydney,  N.S.W. 
Jones,  Mr.  J.  C. ,  181,  Bridge  Road,  Richmond,  Victoria. 
Jones,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Pretoria  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Gilbertson  &  Sons, 

11,  St.  Andrew's  St.,  Holborn,  E.G.). 

Kennedy,  Mr.  R.  Frank,  Warrnambool,  Victoria. 

Kernot,'c.  N.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A.,  L.M.,  etc.,  Dalhousie  Square, 

Calcutta  (Year-Book  and  Letters  care  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  & 

Webb,  60,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.). 
Kunte,  A.  M.,  B.A.,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Grant  Medical 

College,  Bombay  (Year-Book  to   Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co..  Limited, 

16,  Finsbury  Circus,  E.G.). 
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Lacey,  Mr.  James,  Bourke  Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 

Landell,  J.,  M.D.,  Eio  Grande  (Year-Book  and  Letters  care  of  Messrs. 

J,  Hallawell  &  Co.,  63,  Wood  Street,  Liveri^ool). 
Lane,  Mr.  C.  B.,  Inverell,  New  South  Wales. 
Ley,  Mr.  D.,  East  Maitlaud,  New  South  Wales  (Year-Book  to  Messrs. 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  60,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.). 
Llewellyn,   Mr.   J.,    Shanghai    (Y'ear-Book  to   Messrs.  Maw,  Son  & 

Thompson,  11,  Aldersgate  i^Lreet,  E.C.). 

McGregor,  Mr.  D.,  Messrs.  Bathgate  &  Co.,  Calcutta  (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Alex.  Lawrie  &  Co. ,  14,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.). 
Maclachlan,  Mr.  H.  F.,  Winburg,  Orange  Free  State  (Year-Book  care 

of  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall,  Hamilton  &  Kent,  32,  Paternoster 

Row,  E.C.). 
Mager,  Mr.  W.,  Queeustown,  South  Africa  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  J. 

Murdock  &  Co.,  52,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.). 
Marchant,  Mr.  C.  G.,  Charing  Cross,  Ootacamund,  India. 
Marshal,  Mr.  A.,  Heyfield,  Victoria. 

Marshall,  Mr.  M.,  61,  Princes  Street,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand. 
Marston,  Mr.  C,  Smith  Street,  Colliugwood,  Victoria. 
Martin,  Mr.  R.  E.,  c/o  Messrs.  Sharp  &  Dohme,  41,  John  Street, 

New  Y^ork  City. 
Mason,  A.  H.,  F.C.S.,  F.E.M.S.,  59-61,  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 

City,  U.S.A. 
Meiring,  Mr.  J.,  Worcester,  Cape   Colony,   S.   Africa  (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  60,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.). 
Melhuish,   Mr.   T.   B.,   134,   William   Street,    Sydney,   New   South 

Wales. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Wm.,  Daylesford,  Victoria. 
Miller,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Murray  Street,  Hobart,  Tasmania  (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  11,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.). 
Miller,  Mr.  C.  B.,  Graaf  Eeinet,  Cape  Colony  (^'ear-Book  to  Messrs. 

B.  G.  Lennou  &  C^.,  14,  Bunhill  Eow,  E.C.). 
Miller,  Mr.,  Cape  Town  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall, 

Hamilton  &  Kent,  32,  Paternoster  Eow,  E.C.). 
Moore,  Mr.  J.,  care  of  Messrs.  Elliott  Brothers,  34,  Oxford  Street, 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Grimwade,  Eidley 

&  Co.,  82,  Bishopsgate  Street,  E.C.). 
Mootooswamy,  Dr.  P.  S.,  F.L.S.,  Tanjore,  India. 
Morgan,  Mr.  11.  S.  D.,  Woodspoint,  Victoria,  Australia. 
Morrison,  Mr.  Jos.  E.,  4,  Fabrique    Street,   Quebec   (Year-Book   to 

Messrs.  Horner   &  Sons,  Mitre  Square,  E.C.,  c/o  Messrs.  Lyman, 

Sons  &  Co.,  Montreal). 
Mudliar,  Dr.,  B.S.,  F.T.S.,  Davangere,  Mysore. 

Naraycn  Vinayeck,  Eowpoora,  Veniram's  "emple,  Baroda  City,  India 
(Yer.r-Book  to  Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co.,  Limited,  16,  Fiusbury 
Circus,  E.C.). 

Ogburn,  Mr.  J.,  Charlton,  Victoria. 
Ogle,  Mr.  M.  F.,  Maryborough,  Victoria. 
Owen,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Geelong,  Victoria. 
Owen,  Mr.  H.,  Napier,  New  Zealand. 

Park,  Mr.  S.,  Timor  Street,  Warrnambool,  Victoria. 

Parker,  Mr.  G.  A.,  Port  Eoad,  Hindniiirsli,  Soutli  Australia  (Year- 
Book  to  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  60,  Bartholomew  Close, 
E.G.). 
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Parker,  Mr.  J.,  King  William  Street,  Adelaide,  South  Australia. 

Parker,  Surgeon-Major  J.,  M.U.,  BycuUa  Club,  Bombay  (Letters  to 
Messrs.  Griiidlay  &  Co.,  55,  Parliament  Street,  S.W.). 

Parkin,  Mr.  J.  P.,  61,  Bleury  Street,  Montreal  (Year-Book  to  Messrs. 
Horner  &  Sous,  Mitre  Square,  E.G.,  care  of  Messrs.  Lyman,  Sons 
&  Co.). 

Petit,  Monsieur  A.,  Rue  Favart,  8,  Paris. 

Phillips,  Mr.  T.,  Ingkwood,  Victoria. 

Pincus,  Mr.  Max,  Castleniaine,  Victoria. 

Plowman,  Sidney,  F.R.C.S.,  F.LC,  etc., 

Plunket,  Mr.  C.  T.,  33,  Lonsdale  Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 

Pond,  Mr.  J.  A.,  99,  Queen  Street,  Auckland,  New  Zealand  (Year- 
Book  care  of  Messrs.  Hawkes,  Somerville  &  Co.,  1,  Whittington 
Avenue,  E.G.). 

Porter,  Mr.  H.,  Lithgow,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales  (Year-Book  to 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  16,  Coleman  Street,  E.G.). 

Potts,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Euroa,  Victoria. 

Powell,  Mr.  Thomas  W.,  St.  George's,  Grenada,  B.W.I. 

Quipp,  Mr.  .Joseph  E.  H.,  95,  Windsor  Street,  Montreal  (Y'ear-Book 
to  Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons,  Mitre  Square,  E.G.,  care  of  Messrs. 
Lyman,  Sons  &  Co.). 

Bademacher,  Mr.  H.  A  ,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

Ratnayeke,   J.  M.,  L.R.C.S.,   L.R.G.P.,    Kandy,   Ceylon   (Assistant 

Superintendent  of  Vaccination). 
Rawhns,  Mr.  S.  A.,  Medical  Hall,  Park  Street,  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad 

(Year-Book  to  Messrs.  G.  Philip  &  Son,  32,  Fleet  Street,  E.G.). 
Ricbards,  Mr.   A.,    Phccnix    Pharmacy,    Frederick   Street,    Port  of 

Spain,  Trinidad  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Malcolm,  Bruuker  &   Co., 

22,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.G.). 
Roberts,  Mr.  E.,  17,  Via  Tornabuoni,  Florence,  Italy. 
Ross,  Mr.  W.  G.,  Frederick  Street,  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad. 
Row,  Mr.  W.  E.,  George  Street  North,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales 

(Year-Book  and   Letters  care  of   Messrs.    Saddington  &  Co.,  30, 

Lime  Street,  E.C.). 
Ruttonjee,  Mr.  H.,  27,  ModyKhana  Street,  Fort  Bombay,  India  (Year- 
Book  care  of  Messrs.  \Vm.  Duff  &  Co.,  113,  Gannon  Street,  E.G.). 

Sadler,  Mr.  H.  W., 

Salmon,   Mr.  A.  J.,  "  The   People's  Dispensary,"  Lucea,  Hanover, 

Jamaica,  B.W.I. 
Salmon,  Mr.  J.,  Messrs.   Salmon  &  Walker,  Central  Jones  Street, 

Kimberley,  South  Africa. 
Samuel,  Mr.  J.  B.,  Mussoorie,  India  (Year-Book  and  Letters  care  of 

Messrs.  A.  Lawrie  &  Co.,  14,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.). 
Sanders,  Mr.  H.  C,  Fauresmith,  Orange  Free  State. 
Schaer,  Prof.  E.,  Pharmaceutisches  Institut  Universitat,  Strassburgh. 
Sharland,   Mr.  Chas.,  Lome  Street,  Auckland,  N.Z.  (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Sharland  &  Co.,  119  and  120,  London  Wall,  London,  E.G.). 
Sharland,  Mr.  F.  C  ,  Wellington,  N.Z.   (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Shar- 
land &  Co.,  119  and  120,  London  Wall,  London,  E.G.). 
Shaw,  Mr.  Jesse,  Fort  Beaufort,  South  Africa  (Year-Book  to  Messrs. 

B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.,  11,  Bunhill  Row.  E.G.). 
Shillinglaw,  Mr.  H.,  Swanston  Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
Sloper,  Mr.  F.  E.,  Oxford  Street,  Sydney. 
Smith,  Mr.  A.  E.Bertie,  Bombay  (Year  Book  to  Messrs.  Craig,  Baldry, 

&  Co.,  Coleman  Street,  E.G.). 
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Smith,  Dr.  J.,  Paramatta,  New  South  ^Yales. 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  E.,  care  of  Messrs.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.,  Mount  Eoad, 

Madras. 
Speechly,  Mr.  E.,  Karachi,  Scinde,  India  (Year-Book  and  Letters  care 

of  Messrs.  A.  Lawrie  &  Co.,  14,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.). 
Spencer,  Mr.  E.,  Mangakabia,  Auckland,  New  Zealand. 
Squire,  Mr.  F.  K.,  San  Kemo,  Italy. 
Stewart,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Bombay  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co., 

Limited,  16,  Finsbury  Circus,  E.C.). 
Stoddart,  Mr.  A.  L.,  Burwood  Koad,  Hawthorn,  Victoria. 
Swift,  Mr.  G. ,  67,  Swanston  Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 
Symes,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Bundle  Street,  Adelaide,  S.  Australia. 

Taitt,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Colonial  Dispensary,  Frederick  Street,  Port  of  Spain, 

Trinidad. 
Taylor,  Mr.    Edward,  Brisbane,  Queensland   (Year-Book   to   Messrs. 

Laughland,  Mackay  &  Baker,  50,  Lime  Street,  E.C.). 
Taylor,   Mr.  G.  0.,  Lawrence,   Otago,  New   Zealand   (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  60,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.). 
Tebb,  Mr.  H.,  2,  George  Street,  Cape  Town  (Year-Book  and  Letters 

to  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.,  14,  Bunhill  Bow,  E.C.). 
Timmins,  Mr.  W.  P.,  51,  Glebe  Road,  Sydney,  N.S.W.  (Year-Book  to 

Messrs.  Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co. ,  Mildmay  Chambers,  82,  Bishops- 
gate  Street,  E.C.). 
Tremble,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Corner  of  Mountain  and  St.  Catherine   Street, 

Montreal  (Y'ear-Book  to  Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons,   Mitre    Square, 

E.G.,  care  of  Messrs.  Lyman,  Sons  &  Co.,  Montreal). 
Turner,  Mr.  Ernest,  Messrs.   Kempthorne,   Prosser  &  Co.,  Stafford 

Street,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  Grimwade, 

Ridley  &  Co.,  Mildmay  Chambers,  Union  Court,  Old  Broad  Street, 

E.C.). 
Turner,  Mr.  W.  0.,  Messrs.  Akerman,  Turner  &  Co.,  Pietermaritzburg, 

Natal  (Year-Book  to  Messrs.  A.  Durant  &  Co.,  80,  Gresham  Street, 

E.G.). 

Vale,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Kensington,  Victoria. 
Venkatswamy  Naidoo,  Chikhli,  India. 

Walker,  Mr.  A.  E.,  Bombay   (Year-Book  to   Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co., 

Limited,  16,  Finsbury  Circus,  E.C.). 
Walsh,  Mr.  A.,  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa  (Y'ear-Book  and  Letters 

to  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.,  14.  Bunhill  How,  E.C.). 
Ward,   Mr.   F.   W.,   Messrs.   E.    Morrison  &  Co.,   Naini   Tal,   East 

Indies. 
Wardrop,  Mr.  W.,  Main  Road,  S.  Dunedin.  N.Z. 
Watt,  Mr.  A.  J.,  528,  George  Street,  Sydney,  N.S.W.  (Year-Book  and 

Letters  to  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges,  Cyriax  &  Farries,  16,  Cole- 
man Street,  E  C). 
Weaver,  Mr.  B.  J.  G.,  Beardy  Street,  Armidale,  N.S.W. 
Wetzel,  Mr.   H.   A.,  Detroit,  Michigan,  United   States,  c/o  Messrs. 

Park,  Davis  &  Co. 
Wlieeler,  Mr.  F.,  Grant  Street,  Alexandra,  Victoria. 
W'ilkinson,   Mr.   J.,  Herbertong,  Queensland  (Year-Book  to   Messrs. 

Laughland,  Mackay  &  Baker,  50,  Lime  Street,  E.C.). 
Wilkinson,  Mr.  T.  M.,  Medical  Hall,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand. 
Williamson,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Wanganui,  New  Zealund. 
Willett,    Mr.  J.   A.,   Port   Elizabeth    (Year-Book   to   Messrs.   B.  G. 

Lennon  &  Co.,  14,  Bunhill  Row,  E.G.). 
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Wolfendcn,  Mr.  H,  W.,  Chapel  Street,  Prahran,  Victoria. 
Woodcock,  R.  G.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  636  to  6i2,  West  o5th  Street,  New 

York,  U.S.A. 
Woodmau,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Kensington,  S.  Australia. 
Woolnoiif;li,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Hong-Kong  Dispensary,  Hong-Kong  (Year- 

Book  to  47,  Fore  Street,  Ipswich). 
Wooluough,  Mr.  H.  A.,  31,  Swanston  Street,  Melbourne  (Year-Book 

to  Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.,  Limited,  8,  Fenchurch  Buildings, 

E.G.). 


NOTICE. 

Members  are  requested  to  report  any  inaccuracies  in  these 
lists  by  letter,  addressed  as  follows  : — 

The  Asst.  Secretary, 

Brit.  Pharm.  Conf., 
17,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 
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HOME   MEMBERS. 


Abraham,  Alfred  C,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  87,  Bold  Street,  Liverpool. 

Abraham,  Mr.  T.  F.,  87,  Bold  Street,  Liverpool. 

Adams,  Mr.  B.,  Marketplace,  Mansfield. 

Adams,  Mr.  F.,  High  Street,  Stoke-ou-Trent. 

Adams,  Mr.  Herbert  Richard,  22,  The  Common,  Woolwich. 

Adams,  Mr.  W.,  30,  High  Street,  Shrewsbury. 

Aitchison,  J.  E.  T.,  CLE.,  21,  Chester  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Aitken,  Mr.  R.,  73,  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Alcock,  F.  H.,  F.LC,  F.C.S.,  9,  Broad  Street  Corner,  Birmingham. 

Alexander,  Mr.  G.,  93,  Park  Road,  Liverpool. 

Alexander,  Mr.  J.,  81,  South  Road,  Waterloo,  Liverpool. 
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Arnfield,  Mr.  J.  C,  7  &  9,  Lower  Hillgate,  Stockport. 
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Arundel,  Mr.  M.  H.,  02,"Poefs  Road',  Highbury,  N. 

Ashton,  Mr.  W.,  36,  Sloane  Square,  Chelsea,  S.W. 
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Basker,  J.  A.,  F.C.S.,  Fore  Street,  Bridgwater. 
Batchelor,  Mr.  A.  E.,  15,  West  Street,  Fareham,  Hants. 
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Benger,  F.  B.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  7,  Exchange  Street,  Manchester. 
Bennett,  Mr.  G.,  Westhorpe  House,  Southwell,  Notts. 
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Bruuker,  J.  E.,  M.A.,  F.C.S.,  68,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 
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Wybrant,  Mr.  Andrew,  5,  Amwell  Street,  E.C. 

Wyborn,  J.  M.,  F.C.S.,  59,  Moorgate  Street,  E.C. 

Wyles,  Mr.  W.,  9,  Kimberley  Terrace,  Great  Yarmouth. 

Wyley,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Hertford  Street,  Coventry. 

Wylie,  Mr.  D.  N.,  I,  College  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Wyman,  Mr.  J.,  25,  Charles  Street,  Farringdon  Road,  E.C. 

Wynne,  Mr.  E.  P.,  7,  Pier  Street,  Aberystwith. 

Y'ates,  Mr.  D.,  32,  Darwen  Street,  Blackburn. 
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Yates,  Mr.  F.,  64,  Park  Street,  Southwark,  S.E. 
Yates',  Mr.  E.,  64,  Park  Street,  Southwark,  S.E. 
Yeatman,  Mr.  F.  J.,  141,  Kentish  Town  Road,  N.W. 
Yeomans,  Mr.  J.,  22,  Petty  Cury,  Cambridge. 
Yorath,  Mr.  T.  V.,  120,  Cowbridge  Eoad,  Cardiff. 
Young,  Mr.  J.,  20,  High  Street,  Newport,  Mon. 
Young,  J.  Rymer,  F.C.S.,  42,  Sankey  Street,  Warrington. 
Young,  Mr.  J.  E.,  17,  North  Bridge,  Edinburgh. 
Young,  Mr.  J.  E.,  junr.,  17,  North  Bridge,  Edinburgh. 
Young,  Mr.  R.  F.,  New  Bamet. 


^^OTICE. 

Members  are  requested  to  report  any  inaccuracies  in  these  lists- 
by  letter,  addressed  as  follows : — 

The  Asst.  Secretaky, 

Brit.  Pharm.  Conf., 

17,  Bloomsbury  Square, 

London,  W.C 


SOCIETIES  AND   ASSOCIATIONS 

INVITED    TO    SEND    DELEGATES    TO    THE    ANNUAL    MEETING. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

The  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Aberdeen  and  North  of  Scotland. — Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  (1839). 
jVIr.  A.  Strachan,  138,  Rosemount  Place,  Aberdeen. 

Birmingham. — Midland  Counties    Chemists'    Association   (1869).      Mr.    Chas. 
Thompson,  159,  Stratford  Road,  Birmingham. 

Brighton. — Association  of  Pharmacy  (1861).     Mr.  Marshall  Leigh,  46,  Dyke 
Road,  Brighton. 

Bristol. — Pharmaceutical   Association  (re-established   1869).     G.  F.  Schacht, 
F.C.S.,  7,  Regent  Street,  Clifton,  Bristol. 

Colchester. — Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  (1845).     Mr.  J.  C.  Shen- 
stone,  13,  High  Street,  Colchester. 

Dover. — Chemists'  Association.     Mr.  R.  M.  Ewell,  37,  Town  Wall  Street,  Dover. 

Dundee. — Chemists  and  Druggists'   Association  (1868).     Mr.  J.  Russell,  111, 
Nethergate,  Dundee. 

Edinburgh.— Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.     Mr.  E.  J.  Dey,  36,  York  Place. 

Exeter. — Exeter  Pharmaceutical  Society  (1845). 

Glasgow. — Chemists  and  Druggists'  Association  (1854). 

Hastings. — Chemists'  Association  (1884).     Mr.  A.  N.  Beck,  11,  York  Buildings, 
Hastings. 

Hull.— Chemists'  Association  (1868).     Mr.  C.  B.  Bell,  6,  Spring  Bank,  Hull. 

Leeds.— Chemists'  Association  (1862).     F.  W.  Branson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  14,  Com- 
mercial Street,  Leeds. 

Leicester. — Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Chemists'  Association. 

Liverpool. — Chemists'    Association    (1868).      Mr.    Anthony    S.   Buck,   Royal 
Institution,  Liverpool. 

London.— Chemists'    Assistants'  Association.      Mr.   E.  J.   Parry,   103,   Great 
Russell  Street,  W.C. 

Manchester. — Pharmaceutical   Association.     Mr.  A.  Blackburn,   7,  Exchange 
Street. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.— North  of  England  Pharmaceutical  Association.     Mr. 
Chas.  B.  Ford,  Durham  College  of  Science,  Barras  Bridge. 

Nottingham. — Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association   (1863).     Mr.    W. 
Gill,  Radford  Road,  Nottingham. 

Oldham. — Chemists'  and   Druggists'    Assistants   and   Apprentices'  Association 
(1870).     Mr.  C.  G.  Wood,  Secretary,  Church  Institute,  Oldham. 

Sheffield. — Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  (1869).      Mr.  C.  0.  Morri- 
son, 137,  West  Street,  Sheffield. 

Sunderland. — Chemists'  Association  (1869).    Mr.  .1.  Harrison,  33,  Bridge  Street, 
Sunderland. 


Pkesentation    Copies    op    the     Year-Book     of    Pharmacy   are 
forwarded  to  the  following  : — 

GTfje  l^onorarg  iffilembtrs. 

Htfararits. 

American  Pharmaceutical  Association ;  Chemical  Society  of  London  ;  Ecole 
Superieure  de  Pharmacie,  Montpellier ;  Ecole  Superieure  de  Pharmacia, 
Paris  ;  Massachusetts  College  of  Phannacy  ;  The  Mason  College,  Birming- 
ham ;  Missouri  College  of  Pharmacy ;  New  Zealand  Board  of  Pharmacy ; 
North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society ;  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  ;  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland ;  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  New  South  Wales  ;  Ontario  College  of  Phannacy,  Tor- 
onto ;  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia ;  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Queensland ;  Royal  Society  of  London ;  Societe  de  Pharmacie,  Paris ; 
State  of  Illinois  Board  of  Pharmacy ;  Yorkshu-e  College  of  Science ; 
British  Medical  Association. 

^robincial  ^[ssoctations  (f)abing  ILibrarirs). 

Aberdeen  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  ;  Brighton  Chemists'  Association  ; 
Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association  ;  Colchester  Association  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  ;  Dover  Chemists'  Association  ;  Dundee  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists' Association ;  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  ;  Glasgow 
Chemists  and  Druggists'  Association;  Hastings  Chemists'  Association; 
Hull  Chemists'  Association  ;  Leeds  Chemists'  Association ;  Leicester  and 
Leicestershire  Chemists'  Association  ;  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  ; 
London  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  ;  Manchester  Chemists  and 
Druggists'  Association  ;  Midland  Counties  Chemists'  Association  ;  North  of 
England  Pharmaceutical  Association ;  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists' 
Association  ;  Oldham  Chemists  and  Druggists'  Assistants  and  Apprentices' 
Association ;  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Association ;  Sun- 
derland Chemists'  Association;  York  Chemists'  Association. 

Journals. 

American  Druggist ;  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  ;  Archiv  der  Pharmacie  ; 
British  Medical  Journal ;  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal  ;  Chemical 
News  ;  Chemist  and  Druggist ;  Journal  de  Pharmacie  d'Anvers;  Journal  de 
Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie  ;  Lancet ;  Medical  Press  and  Circular  ;  The  National 
Druggist ;  Pharmaceutical  Journal ;  Pharmaceutische  Centralhalle ;  R6per- 
toire  de  Pharmacie  ;  Eevista  Farmaceutica ;  Pharmaceutical  Record. 

The   following  Journals   are    received   from    their    respective 
Editors  : — 

American  Druggist ;  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  ;  Archives  de  Pharmacie  ; 
Archiv  der  Pharmacie  ;  Australasian  Journal  of  Pharmacy  ;  British  Medical 
Journal  ;  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal ;  Chemical  New.s  ;  Chemist  and 
Druggist ;  Journal  de  Pharmacie  d'Anvers  ;  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de^ 
(Chimie;  National  Druggist;  Pharmaceutical  Journal;  Pharmaceutical 
Record ;  Pharmaceutische  Centralhalle ;  Proceedings  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association ;  R6pertoire  de  Pharmacie ;  Revista  Farma- 
ceutica. 


PROGRAMME  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 

OF    TUE 

BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE 

AT   THE 

THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  MEETING,  NOTTINGHAM.  1893. 


Emeritus  Pbof.  BENTLEY,  F.L.S.,  M.R.C.S., 

London. 
THOMAS  B.  GROVES,  F.C.S.,  Weymouth. 
G.  F.  SCHACHT,  P.I.C.,F.C.8.,ClifK>ti.  Bristol. 
R.  REYNOLDS,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Lee.ls. 
Pbof.    ATTFIELD,     Ph.D.,    F.R.S.,     F.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  London. 


OFFICERS. 

^rrsiUfut.   octaviu.s  corder. 
Uicc^i;]  resit)  cnts. 

{Who  have  filled  tite  office  of  President.) 


J.  B.  STEPHE^'SO^^,  EdinburgU. 

T.  GREENISH,  F.C.S.,  F.R.M.S.,  Lonilon. 

S.  R.  ATKINS,  J.P.,  Salisbury. 

F.  B.  BKNGKR,    F. I. C. ,  P.C.S,  Manchester, 

C.   UMXKY.  F. I. C. ,  F.G.S.,  London. 

W.  MARTINDALB,  F.C.S.,  London. 

E.  C.  C.  STANFORD,  F.I.U.,  F.C.S.,  Dalmujr. 


'bi(t'\}xt5ltiCntS. 
M.  CARTEIGHE,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London.    I        W.  HAYES,  Dublin. 
J.  LAIDLAVV-EWING,  Edinburgh.  |        R.  FITZ-HUGH,  J.P.,  Nottingham 

SErtaSUrrr.     R.  H.  DAVIES,  F.I.C,  F.O.S.,  London. 

?l?onorarp  fflcntral  SccrttariES. 

A.  H.  NAYLOR,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  LonTlon.     i    F.  RANSOM,  F.C.S.,  Hitchin. 
ILocal  Sccretarg.     C.  a.  BOLTON,  Nottingham. 

©tf)cr  fflrmbcrs  of  the  lExrcutibc  Camtnittet 


Boa,  Peter,  Edinburgh. 
DoTT,  D.  B.,  F.R.S.E.,  Edinburgh. 
Gberabb,  a.  W.,  F.C.S.,  London. 
Gill,  W.,  Nottingham. 

T.  THOMPSON,  Edinburgh. 

Assistant  SccrttarjD. 

J.  C.  NIGHTINGALE. 


Hon&Kiy,  J.,  F.I.C,  F.C.S.,  London. 
Holmes,  E.  M.,  F.L.S.,  L  .ndon. 
Mason,  A.  H.,  P.R.M.S.,  New  York. 
Payne,  J.  C.  C,  J. P.,  Belfast. 

Sutiitors. 

I  JOHN  WILFORD,  Nottingham. 

IStiitor  of  J9cat=i3ooh. 

LOUIS  SIEBOLD,  F.I.C,  F.CS. 

ILocal  Committff. 


Abbott.  J.,  Nottingbaro. 

Adams,  A.,  Stoke-ou-Treiit. 

Adaus.  B.,  Manafield. 

Anderson,  D.,  Chesterfield. 

A.SHBY,  W.,  Nottingham. 

Bailey,  S..  Nottingham. 

Ball,  H.,  Nottingham. 

Beilbv.  A.  E.,  Nottingham 

Beverley.  R.  H.,  Nottiughaui. 

Berridoe,  a.,  Leicester. 

BiBEBECK,  J.  T..  Lincoln. 

B0BFOBD,a.  F.,  F.C.S.,  Leicester. 

BcKTOs,  W.,  Nottingham. 

Btrra,ER,  E.  H.,  Leicester. 

BiTLER,  J.  a.,  Leicester. 

Bolton,  C.  A.  ISecretary),  Notting- 
ham. 

Calvert,  T.,  Belper. 

Cabk,  J.  W.,  M.A.  (Cantab),  F.G.S., 
Nottingham. 

Cherrington,  G.,  Newark. 

Cholerton,  a.  F.,  Leicester. 

Clark.  J.  B. ,  Leicester. 

Clowes.  F..  D.  Sc.  (Lond.),  F.LC, 
Nottingham. 

Coates,  F.,  Nottingham, 

Cobb,  F.,  Nottingham. 

Cook,  S.,  Nottingham. 

Cottinuham,  Alderman  W.,  Lincoln. 

Cowley.  H.  W.,  Nottingham. 

Crackle,  W.  H.,  Nottingham. 

Padi.ey,  E.,  Nottingham. 

Dadley,  J.  J.,  Nottingham. 

Deaville,  B.,  Nottingham. 


Dekbls,  J.  E.,  Nottingham. 

Eberlix,  a.,  Nottingham. 

EsAM,  R.,  Leicester. 

Fisher,  H..  Newark. 

Frrz-HuoH.  Councillor R.,  J.P.  iCTuiir- 
muiit.  Nottingham. 

Feost,  G.,  Derby. 

Gamble.  Alderman  A.  G.,  Grau- 
tliam. 

Gelsthorpe,  J.,  Long  Eaton. 

Georoe,  H..  Newark. 

Gill,  F..  Nottingham. 

Gill,  W.  tAssintavt  Secretary),  Not- 
tingham. 

Greaves,  W.  S.,  Ironville. 

Haywood.  J.  H,,  Nottingham. 

Holcate.  S.  V,,  Nottingham. 

HoPKlNsoN.  T.,  Nottingham. 

Hopkinsok,  T,,  Grantham. 

Kemp,  H.,  Horucastle. 

Lane,  E.  W..  Nottingham. 

Llovd,  T.  Howard,  Leicester. 

Maltby,  Alderman  J.,  J.  P., Lincoln. 

Manful.  H.  J..  Nottingham. 

Maksden,  C.  H..  Nottingham. 

Marris,  T.,  Worksop. 

Mason,  T.,  Nottingham. 

Merry,  Alderman  W.,  Ilkeston. 

Middleton,  a.,  Nottingham. 

OuGH,  L.,  F.C.S.,  Leicester. 

Ottev.  T..  Bnrtou. 

Palmer,  J.,  Nottingham. 

Parker.  W.  H.,  Nottingham. 

Patihitt,  E.  C.  Nottingham. 


Patterson.   Aldenuau    Douglai  J., 

Mansfield. 
Pearson,  E.,  Nottingham. 
Pego,  J.  A..  Mansfield. 
Potts.  C.  Ilkeston. 
Priestley,  L.,  Newark. 
Pride,  A.  E.,  Nottiuchain. 
Radford,  J.,  Nottingham. 
Ravson,  J.,  Nottingham. 
RoBER-ra,  T.,  Nottingham. 
Robinson,  S.,  Nottingham. 
Savage.  G.  F..  Nottingham. 
Sergeant,  F.  E.,  Nottingham. 
Shaw.  a..  Riildin^s. 
Shippam,  H.,  Nottingham. 
Smith,  J..  Nottingham. 
Smith,  J.  H.,  Newark. 
Syi'iRES.  W,,  Nottingham. 
Stevenson,  J.  J..  Nottingham. 
St.  Dai. mas.  A.  De.  Leicester. 
Thacker,  H..  Nottingham. 
Waeeiner,  C.  W.,  Nottingham. 
Waterall.  G.  E.,  Nottingham. 
Watkinson,  T.  B..  Nottingham. 
West,  J.  L..  Leicester. 
Whvsall,  W.,  Grantham. 
WiDDowsoS-  W..  Nottingham. 
Widdowson,  R.,  Nottingham. 
Wii.DGOosE,  J.  G..  Nottingham. 
WiLFoRD,  J.,  Nottingham. 
Wilson,  T..  Nottingham. 
Wing,  G.  N.,  Melton  Mowbray, 
WooLLEY,  G.,  Leicester, 
Wright,  R.,  Buxton. 


The  Sittings  of  the  Conference  were  held  vs  th:h 

BOROUGH  COUNCIL  CHAMBER,  EXCHANGE  HALL,  NOTTINGHAM, 

On  TUESDAY  &  WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  1.5th  and  IUth,  isy3. 

Commencing  at  Ten  a.m.  each  day. 
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MONDAY,  14tli  AUGUST. 

The  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  met  according  to  notices  from  the 
Honorary  General  Secretaries,  at  4.30  p.m.,  at  the  Borough  Council  Chamber, 
Exchange  Hall,  Nottingham. 

TUESDAY,  15th  AUGUST. 

The  CONFERENCE  met  at  10  a.m.,  adjourning  at  1  p.m.  ;  and  at  2  p.m., 
adjourning  at  3. .30  jxm. 


#ii)cr  of  justness. 


Address  of  Welcome  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Nottingliam. 

Eeception  of  Delegates. 

Eeport  of  Executive  Committee. 

Financial  Statement. 

Eeport  of  Treasurer  of  the  "  Bell  and  Hills'  Library  Fund." 

President's  Address. 

Eeport  of  Uuolticial  Formulary  Committee,  by  W.  Martindale,  F.C.S. 

Reading  of  Papers  and  Discussions  thereon. 

PAPERS. 

1.  Report  on  Goto  Bark  (Part  1).     By  W.  Elrorne,  B.A.  (Cantab.),  F.L.S. 

2.  Nottingham  Scheme  for  the  Education  of  Pharmaceutical  Students  in  the 

Town.     By  F.  Clowes,  D.Sc,  F.I.C. 

3.  Note  on  Collodium  Belladonna:.     By  E.  Wright. 

4.  Liquid  Belladonna  Plaster.     By  W.  A.  H.  Naylor. 

5.  Suggestions  for  the  Standardisation  of  the  Alkaloidal  Tinctures  of  the  British 

Pharmacopoeia.     By  E.  H.  Farr  and  E.  Wright. 

6.  Note  on  the  Specific  Gravity  of  Sandalwood  Oil.     By  M.  Conroy. 

7.  The  Alkaloidal  Value  of  Coniuiu  Fruit.     By  E.  H.  Farr  and  11.  Wright. 


There  was  a  mid-day  adjournment  between  1  and  2  p.m.  for  luncheon  at  the 
George  Hotel. 

At  3.45  p.m.  members  and  friends,  to  the  number  of  about  200,  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Local  Committee,  left  Nottingham  by  train  en  route  for 
Belvoir  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  On  reaching  Ilodmile,  bralces 
were  in  attendance,  and  the  remaining  distance  was  accomplished  by  road. 
Tea  was  partaken  of  at  the  Peacock  Ai'ms.  After  viewing  the  interior  of  the 
Castle,  with  its  magnificent  collection  of  paintings,  plate,  armoury,  etc.,  and 
strolling  through  the  extensive  grounds,  the  return  journey  was  made — in  the 
same  way  as  the  outward — Nottingham  being  reached  shortly  after  9  p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY,  16th  AUGUST. 

The  Conference  met  at  10  a.m.,  adjonrniuf;  from  1  till  2  p.m.     The  whole  of 
the  business  of  the  Conference  was  completed  this  day  about  4.80  p.m. 

(Drbcr  of  liusincss. 

Reception  of  Delegates. 

Heading  of  Papers  and  Discussions  tliereon. 

PAPERS. 

H.   lixamination  of  Beeswax.     By  E.  J.   Fabry,   B.Sc,  and  P.  A.  Estcourt, 

A.I.C. 
9.  Note  on  Easton's  Synip.     By  R.  Wright. 

10.  Effervescent  Caffeine  Preparations.     By  Lewis  Ough,  F.L.S.,  F.C.S. 

11.  The  Pharmacy  of  the  Thyroid  Gland.     By  Edmund  White,  B.Sc. 

12.  Papain.    By  Frederick  Davis,  B.Sc. 

13.  The  Ipecacuanhas  of  English  Commerce.     By  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S. 

14.  Deemetinised  Ipecacuanha.     By  F.  C.  J.  Bird. 

15.  The  Estimntion  of  the  Diastasic  Action  on  Stai-ch.   By  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E. 

16.  Lithium  Salts.     By  H.  Bowden. 

17.  Note  on  Lithium  Nitrate.     By  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E. 

18.  African  Copaiba.     By  J.  C.  Umney,  F.C.S. 

19.  A  Cheap  and  Useful  Form  of  Apparatus  for  the  Gravimetric  Determination 

of  CO^.     By  J.  H.  HosEASoN. 

20.  Description  of  an  Apparatus  for  Washing  and  Draining  Precipitates  Out  of 

Contact  with  Air.     By  J.  A.  Forret. 

Presentation  from  "  Bell  and   Hills'  Fund." 
Election  of  Formulary  Committee. 
Place  of  Meeting  for  1894. 
Election  of  Officers  for  1893-4. 


There  was  a  mid-day  adjournment  between  1  and  2  p.m.  for  luncheon  at  the 
George  Hotel. 

At  4.45  p.m.  members  and  their  friends  were  conveyed  by  carriages  to 
Wollaton  Hall,  the  English  residence  of  Lord  Middleton,  the  route  taken  being 
by  way  of  the  Lenton  Boulevard,  through  the  Lenton  Lodge,  and  across  the 
Park.  Tea  was  provided  on  the  lawn.  By  kind  permission  of  his  lordship,  the 
whole  of  the  Castle  and  its  adjacent  grounds  were  thrown  open  for  inspection. 
The  visitors  showed  their  appreciation  of  this  act  of  generosity  by  taking  full 
advantage  of  the  privileges  granted  to  them. 


THURSDAY,  17th  AUGUST. 
EXCURSION  TO  THE  "  DUKERIES."     For  particulars,  see  page  436. 


BRITISH   PHARMACEUTICAL   CONFERENCE. 

MEETING  AT   NOTTINGHAM,  1893. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  commenced  its  sittings  on  Tuesday,  August  15th,  in 
the  Borough  Council  Chamber,  Exchange  Hall,  Nottingham, 
Octavias  Corder,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The    following    members    and    friends    were    present    during     the 
meeting  : — 

Aberdeen — Johnston,  John;  Kay,  J.  P. 

Altrincham — Unsworth,  J.  W. 

Arbroath — Carlo w,  R.  S.  ;  Jack,  James. 

Ashton — Bostock,  W. 

Bedlington — Foggon,  George  ;   Foggon,  Mrs. 

Belfast — Payne,  J.  C.  C. 

Birmingham — Gibbs,    R.    D.  ;    Perry,    G.    E. ;     Prosser,   F.   H.  ; 
Thompson,  C.  ;   Thompson,  Mrs.  C. 

Bolton— Forbes,  J.  W.  ;  Minnerly,  Miss. 

Brighton — Hardcastle,  S.  B. ;  Leigh,  Marshall  ;  Savage,  W.  W.  ^ 
Gibson,  W.  H. 
•  Burton-on- Trent — Otte}',  Thomas. 

Buxton — Wright,  R. 

Cambridge — Elborne,  W. 

Cardiff — Coleman,  Alfred. 

Chester — Baxter,  George. 

Clifton — Towerzey,  A. 

Conway — Williams,  W.  G. 

Dalkey — Beggs,  G.  D.  ;  Beggs,  Mrs. 

Derby — Heffoi-d,  Charles. 

Dublin — Conyngham,  Henry;   Wells,  W.  F.,  jun. 

Jhidley— Voce,  W.  G. 

Dundee — Kerr,  C 
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Edinburgh — Dewar,  F.  L.  ;  Uobson,  A. ;  Ewing,  J.  L. ;  Hill,  .1.  R. ; 
McLaren,  David  ;  Richardson,  W. 

Exeter — Lake,  J.  Hinton  ;  Luxton,  F. 

Glasgoxo — Currie,  W.  L. 

Gloucester — Wand,  Joseph  ;   Stafford.  W. 

Grantham — Whjsall,  W. 

Hitchin — Ransom,  F, 

Horncastle — Kemp,  H.  W. 

Hull— Bell,  C.  B.  ;  Linford,  J.  S. 

Ironville — Greaves,  W. 

Kendal — Bateson,  Thomas. 

Leamington — Hutton,  H. 

Leicester — Bolton,  C.  A.  ;  Burford,  S.  F.  ;  Butler,  E.  H. ;  Choler- 
ton,  A.  F. ;  Clark,  J.  W.  ;  Ough,  Lewis  ;  Shakespear,  W. 

Lincoln — Birkbeck,  J.  T. 

Liverpool — Bain,  J.  ;  Conroy,  M.  ;  Conroy,  Mi'S. ;  Symes,  Dr.  C. ; 
Wellings,  W.  J. 

London — Arkinstall,  William;  Arkinstall,  Mrs.;   Bird,  F.  C.  J. 
Brembridge,  R.;  Burden,   E.  M.  ;  Clark,  Godard  ;   Clarke,  C.  G. 
Clarke,  F.;  Collier,  H.;  Collier,  Mrs. ;  Collier,Miss;  Dyson,  W.  B. 
Dyson,   Mrs,  ;    Gerrard,   A.  W, ;   Hall,    H,  E. ;    Harrison,   E.   F. 
Holding,  John ;  Holding,  Mrs. ;  Hopkin,  W.  K. ;  Humphrey,  John 
MacEwan,  Peter  ;  Matthews,  J.  H. ;   Naylor,  W.  A.  H. :  Nightin- 
gale, J.  C.  ;    Parry,  E.  J. ;    Paul,  Dr.;    Phillips,  A,  J.;   Rogerson, 
W.  J.;  Sangster,  A.;  Strother,  C.  J.;    Symons,  W.  H. ;    Tanner, 
A.  E. ;  Taylor,  G.  S. ;  Want,  W.  P. ;   White,  E. ;  Wright,  T,  R. 

Louth — Simpson,  H.  D. 

Manchester — Benger,  F,  Baden  ;  Cooper,  F.  R.  ;  Cooper,  Mrs. ; 
Johnstone,  C.  A.  ;  Kemp,  Harry  ;  Pidd,  A.  J. ;  Reynolds,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  J. ;  Scaife,  S. ;  Twemlow,  Richard. 

Mansfield — Pegg,  A.  A. 

Melbourne — Reeve,  Alfred. 

New  Barnet — Young,  R.  F, ;  Hayles,  B.  H. 

Newcastle,  Staffs — Croydon,  E.  H. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne — Baker,  T.  B, ;  Sharp,  W. 

Nottingham — Bolton,  C.  A,;  Beilby,  A,  E.  ;  Beverley,  R.  H, 
Brownsword,  A.  (Mayor)  ;  Coates,  F. ;  Fitz-Hugh,  M.  L.  ;  Fitz 
Hugh,  R. ;  Gill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. ;  Holgate,  S.  V. ;  Holgate,  Mrs. 
Lumby,  Fred  ;  Manfield,  H.  J.  ;  Middleton,  A.  ;  Rayson,  J.  T. 
Sergeant,  F.  Ross;  Shepperley,  G. ;  Sinclair,  N.  C. ;  Wilford,  J. 
Wilf ord,  Anne ;  Wilford,  Mary;  Widdowson,  R.  Widdowson,  W. 
Wilson,  Thomas. 
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Nanvich—Covder,  0.  (President) ;  Corder,  Margaret  iM. 

Oxford — Druce,  G.  C. 

Par  tick — Rait,  R.  C. 

Queenstown,  S.  Africa— Ma.geT,  W. 

Eadchje— Smith,  J.  T. ;  Smith,  Mrs. 

Reading — Card  well,  E. 

Sheffield— AUen,  A.  H. ;  Marshall,  J.  ;  Nevvsholme,  G.  T.  W. 

Shreivsbury — Cross,  W.  G. 

Southwell — Bennet,  George. 

Spalding— BeW,  E.  W. 

St.  Ives — Barton,  H. 

Swansea— T>Si\\e&,  John;  Davies,  J.  T.  ;  Grose,  H.  W.  ;  Hughes,  J. 

Taunton — Wrenn,  W.  A. 

Uckjield — Farr,  E.  H. 

JJttoxeter — Hard,  W. 

Wakefield — Chaplin,  Dr.  E.  M. 

Wellington — Bates,  James. 

West  Hartlepool— W&tt,  G.  A. 

WJiitefield— Sellers,  Mrs. 

Wigan — Johnson,  Thomas. 

York — Grierson,  G.  A. 


Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at  the  Ex- 
change Hall,  Nottingham,  on  Monday,  the  14th  inst.,  at  4.30  p.m. 

Present : — Mr.  0.  Corder  (President)  ;  Messrs.  F.  B.  Banger 
and  R.  Fitz-Hugh  (Vice-Presidents)  ;  Messrs.  Gerrard,  Gill,  Payne, 
Wright,  and  Wilford ;  Mr.  Bolton  (Hon.  Local  Secretary)  ;  and 
Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ransom  (Hon.  Gen.  Sees.). 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  I'ead  and  confirmed. 

A  draft  report  for  presentation  at  the  annual  meeting  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  Hon.  Gen.  Sees.,  and  was  agreed  to. 

The  Treasurer's  financial  statement  foi-  the  year  1892-93  was 
read  and  approved. 

A  letter  was  also  read  from  Mr.  R,  H.  Davies,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
stating  that  in  consequence  of  ill-health  he  felt  compelled  to  resign 
the  office  of  Treasurer.  The  senior  Secretary  was  requested  to 
acknowledge  the  letter,  and,  Avhilst  accepting  the  i^esignation,  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  for  the  valuable  services 
rendered    to  the   Conference    by    Mr.    Davies    in  his  capacity   of 
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Treasurer,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  he  might  be  soon  restored 
to  complete  health. 

The  question  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Davies  was  considered. 
After  careful  and  lengthy  deliberation  it  was  decided  to  approach 
Mr.  John  Moss  on  the  subject,  and  the  senior  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  communicate  with  him  forthwith. 

A  proposed  list  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  adopted  for 
recommendation  to  the  general  meeting  for  election. 

The  draft  programme  for  the  proceedings  of  the  sittings  of  the 
Conference  was  laid  on  the  table  and  approved. 

The  place  of  meeting  for  1894  was  considered.  Letters  were 
read  from  Messrs.  Druce  and  Matthews,  of  Oxford,  expressing  the 
hope  that  the  Conference  would  hold  its  next  sessions  in  that  city, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Nightingale  was  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Johnson,  whose  resignation  was  announced  at  the 
previous  meeting. 

The  following  eighteen  gentlemen  having  been  duly  nominated, 
were  elected  to  membership  : — 

Bateson,  Thos.,  Kendal.  Hurd,  Wm.,  Uttoxeter. 

Bennett,  G.,  Southwell.  Mason,  T.,  Nottingham. 

Blunt,  W.  B.,  Derby.  Matthews,  H.,  Oxford. 

Carswell,  Thos.  R.,  Bradford.  Pegg,  Jas.  A.,  Mansfield. 

Coates,  F.  C,  Nottingham.  Phillips,  A.  J.,  London. 

Daniel,  E.,  Nottingham.  Sergeant,  F.  Ross,  Nottingham. 

Dennis,  Geo.  E.,  Nottingham.  Thomas,  E.,  Rochdale. 

Dewer,  F.  L.,  Edinburgh.  Unsworth,  J.  W.,  Altrincham. 

Hefford,  C,  Derby.  Watt,  Geo.  A.,  Hartlepool. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  inst.,  at 
the  Exchange  Hall,  at  9.45  a.m.,  the  President  in  the  chair,  the 
Secretaries  announced  that  a  reply  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Moss,  in  which  he  intimated  his  willingness  to  accept  the  office  of 
Treasurer.  It  was  thereupon  agreed  to  submit  his  name  to  the 
general  meeting  for  election. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  duly  nominated  and  elected  to 
membership  at  the  genei-al  meeting  on  Wednesday,  the  16th 
inst.  : — 

Cunningham,  Dublin.  Sharp,  W.,  Newcastle. 

Davidge,  H.  N.,  London.  Symons,  A.  J.,  New  Barnet. 

Kemp,  W.  H.,  Horncastle.  Tyrer,  C,  F.C.S.,  London. 

Mager,  W.,  Queenstown,  S.  Africa.    Widdow.son,  R.,  Nottingham. 
Parry,  Ernest,  B.Sc,  London. 
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GENERAL    MEETING. 

Tuesday,  August   loth. 

The  thirtieth  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  commenced  its  sittings  for  business  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, August  15th,  in  the  Borough  Council  Chamber,  Exchange 
Hall,  Nottingham,  Octavics  Corder,  l^sq.,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Anderson  Brownsword;  Mayor  of  the  Borough,  opened  the 
proceedings  by  formally  welcoming  the  Conference  to  Nottingham. 
He  said  he  was  very  glad  that  he  was  able  to  say  "  Ladies  and 
gentlemen,"  because  it  was  not  always  at  a  conference  of  that 
nature  that  they  were  treated  with  the  presence  of  the  fair  sex. 
He  was  sure  it  would  add  increased  zest  to  the  labours  of  the 
gentlemen,  and  would  also  materially  add  to  their  enjoyment. 
His  duties  were  very  brief  that  morning.  He  was  there  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  bidding  that  Conference  a  hearty  welcome  to 
the  town  of  Nottingham.  The  body  of  which  they  were  repre- 
sentatives was  to  his  mind  one  of  the  greatest  importance. 
Scarcely  any  of  them  knew  how  much  they  depended  upon  the 
ability  and  skill  of  the  chemist.  Every  day  some  of  them  had  to 
go  to  him  for  treatment,  or  for  medicine  to  be  made  up,  and  it 
was  of  vital  importance  that  none  should  occupy  the  position  of 
chemists  and  dispensers  who  were  not  thoroughly  qualified  for  the 
post.  The  clerk  of  the  weather  had  given  them  a  most  warm 
welcome,  and  he  trusted  they  would  find  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  Nottingham  had  not  only  responded  to  his  invitation  as  it  were, 
but  had  outdone  it  and  given  them  quite  as  cordial  a  welcome  on 
their  own  account.  He  was  sure  that  nothing  would  be  left  undone 
by  the  local  committee  to  make  the  visit  a  successful  one.  He  was 
glad  to  leai'u  that  the  conversazione  held  on  the  previous  night  at 
the  Castle  was  so  great  a  success,  although  he  regretted  he  was 
unable  to  be  present,  having  returned  only  late  on  the  previous 
evening  from  a  short  lioliday  at  the  seaside.  But  if  not  with  the 
members  of  that  Society  personally,  his  sympathies  were  with  them, 
and  he  was  pleased  to  know  that  his  friend,  Mr.  Fitz-Hugh,  had 
acted  in  his  place,  and  had  made  every  possible  px-eparation  for  the 
comfort  of  the  visitors.  Twenty-seven  years  ago,  when  the  Society 
last  visited  Nottingham,  the  ottices  of  local  vice-president  and 
secretary  were  filled  by  personal  friends  of  his,  but  both  had  now 
passed  away  to  the  great  majority.  However,  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  one  of  the  positions  was  filled  this  year  by  Mr.  Fitz-Hugh,  and 
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the  other  by  a  gentleman  whose  work  as  secretary  would,  he  was 
sure,  be  appreciated  by  all.  He  was  glad  to  find  from  the  pro- 
gramme that  the  bodily  comfort  and  welfare  of  those  attending  the 
Conference  had  been  so  well  provided  for.  That  was  an  important 
point,  when  many  of  the  members  were,  like  himself,  approaching 
middle  life,  and  he  trusted  that  the  programme,  as  arranged,  would 
be  carried  through,  so  that  the  members  would  be  able  to  look 
back  upon  that  visit  to  Nottingham  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable 
in  the  history  of  the  Society.  As  chief  magistrate  of  the  town, 
he  bid  them  all  a  hearty  welcome,  and  trusted  that  the  meetings 
would  be  attended  with  great  success. 

The  President  thanked  the  Mayor  most  heartily  for  the  kind 
welcome  he  had  given  them  and  for  coming  amongst  them,  and 
also  thanked  the  local  committee  for  tlie  manner  in  which  they 
had  provided  for  the  entertainment  of  the  visitors. 

Reception  of  Delegates. 

Mr.  V.  Ransom  (Hon.  Gen.  Sec.)  then  read  the  following  list  of 
delegates  : — 

Fhannacentical  Society  of  Great  Britain. — Messrs.  W.  G.  Cross 
(Vice-President),  Abraham,  Allen,  Atkins,  Gro.se,  Johnston,  Leigh, 
Newsholme,  Richardson,  Schacht,  Southall,  and  Storrar,  the 
Editor,  Sub-Editor,  and  Secretary. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British  Branch). 
— Messrs.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing,  P.  Boa,  W.  L.  Currie,  D.  B.  Dott, 
J.  Jack,  J.  Johnston,  C.  Kerr,  A.  Kinninmont,  R.  McAdam, 
J.  Paterson,  D.  Storrar,  and  J.  Rutherford  Hill  (Assistant 
Secretary) . 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. — Messrs.  G.  D.  Beggs,  H. 
Conyngham,  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  and  W.  F.  Wells,  Junr. 

Aberdeen  and  North  of  Scotland  Society  of  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists.— Messrs.  Johnston,  Kay,  and  Paterson. 

Brighton  Associatio?i  of  Pharmacy. — Messrs.  M.  Leigh,  W.  W. 
Savage,  and  S.  B.  Hardcastle. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association. — Mr. 
W.  Duncan. 

Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  W.  L.  Currie  and 
R.  C.  Rait. 

Hull  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  C.  B.  Bell  and  J.  S.  Lin- 
ford. 

Liverpool   Chemists^   Association. — Messrs.    J.  Bain,  M.   Conroy, 
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J.  R.  Day,  J.  Hocken,  J,  Smith,  C.  Sjmes,  W.  Wellings,  and  A.  S. 
Buck. 

London  Chemists^  Assistants'  Association. — Messrs.  E.  F.  Harrison, 
H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  F.  A.  Rogers,  J.  C.  Stead,  and  J.  Strother. 

North  of  England  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  T.  Maltby 
Clague  and  J.  Harrison. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  Benger  and 
Kemp. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  C.  Thompson,  R. 
D.  Gibbs,  G.  E.  Periy,  F.  H.  Prosser,  H.  Hutton,  and  M.  Magor. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  E.  H.  Butler  and  S.  F. 
Burford. 

Letters  of  Apology  for  Absence. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ransom  reported  that  letters  of  regret  for  non- 
attendance  had  been  received  from  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  (Newcastle), 
Mr.  A.  Strachan  (Aberdeen),  Mr.  C.  Umney  (London),  Mr.  W. 
Hayes  (Dublin),  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  (Salisbury),  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott 
(Edinburgh),  Mr.  R.  Reynolds  (Leeds),  Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht 
(Bristol),  Mr.  T.  B.  Groves  (Weymouth),  Mr.  R.  H.  Davies 
(London),  Mr.  J.  Hodgkin  (London),  Mr.  W.  Martindale  (London), 
Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Stanford  (Dalmuir),  Mr.  Peter  Boa  (Edinburgh), 
Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  (London),  and  Mr.  T.  Maben  (Hawick).  He 
said  that  Messrs.  Martin  and  Martindale  were  visiting  the  Inter- 
national Conference  in  Chicago,  and  he  read  Mr.  Reynolds'  letter, 
in  which  he  expressed  his  great  regret  that  by  his  doctor's  orders 
he  was  forbidden  to  leave  home,  especially  as  Mr.  Corder,  the 
President,  was  his  oldest  friend. 

Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor  (Hon.  Gen.  Sec.)  then  read  the  report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Financial  Statement  as 
follows  : — 

Report  of  thi:  Executive   Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in  presenting  the  thirtieth  annual 
report  to  the  members  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
congratulates  them  on  the  continued  success  of  the  Association. 
There  is  no  indication  of  any  decline  in  the  interest  taken  in  the 
work  of  the  Conference.  In  looking  back  over  the  thirty  years 
of  its  existence,  your  Committee  feels  that  there  is  abundant 
evidence  that  the  objects  for  which  it  was  founded  have  been 
promoted,  and  that  there  is  sufficient  reason  to  warrant  the  belief 
fliat  an  o(|Uiilly  useful  and  important  future  lies  before  it.     At  the 
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meeting  held  last  year  in  Edinburgh  a  resolution  was  passed 
declaring  that  the  Conference  in  futui-e  should  not  of  necessity 
meet  in  the  same  town  or  at  the  same  time  as  the  British  Associa- 
tion. The  effect  of  this  i-esolution  is  to  emphasize  the  fact  that 
the  Conference  is  at  liberty  to  meet  at  whatever  time  and  place 
may  seem  most  desirable. 

During  the  past  year  the  Conference  has  lost  by  death  a 
distinguished  honorary  member,  Dr.  Soubeiran,  Professor  of 
Pharmacy  at  Montpellier,  France.  Your  Committee  has  also  to 
record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Gale,  which 
occurred  in  March  of  the  present  year.  Mr.  Gale  was  an 
acknowledged  authority  on  pharmaceutical  matters,  and  his  long- 
experience  on  the  Board  of  E.xaminers  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  brought  him  into  contact  with  a  large 
body  of  pharmacists,  by  whom  he  was  universally  esteemed. 

The  Blue  List  has  been  subjected  to  some  slight  revision,  and 
contains  suggestions  for  research  work  on  subjects  which,  it  is 
believed,  would  aitiply  repay  investigation.  A  grant  of  £5,  in  aid 
of  reseai'ch,  has  been  made  to  Mr.  W.  Elborne,  B.A.,  F.L.S.,  to 
defray  expenses  connected  with  an  investigation  of  coto  bark,  a 
first  report  on  which  will  be  read  at  the  present  meeting. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Ci'ipps,  F.I.C.,  who  was  the  recipient  last  year  of  a 
further  grant  of  £5  to  assist  in  carrying  out  his  investigation 
on  ipecacuanha,  reports  that  his  work  is  progressing,  but  is  not 
sufficiently  advanced  for  publication,  and  therefore  asks  for  an 
extension  of  time. 

The  end  of  June  marked  the  resignation  of  Mr.  M.  K.  Johnson 
as  Assistant  Secretary,  a  step  necessitated  by  his  entrance  into 
business  on  his  own  account  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
London.  His  past  service  was  appropriately  acknowledged  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Executive  by  the  passing  of  a  formal  resolution  in 
terms  that  recognised  his  fidelity  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  Conference,  and  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Committee.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Nightingale,  who 
formerly  occupied  the  position  for  several  years,  has  been 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  was  re-appointed  editor  of  the 
Year-Booh,  and  the  MS.  of  parts  I. -IV.  inclusive  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers.  Arrangements  have  been  made  by  which 
the  eaidier  publication  of  the  volume  is  assured. 

The  papers  to  be  read  at  the  meeting  are  fewer  than  they  have 
been  for  some  years  past,  but   it  is  confidently  believed  that  the 
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ijualitj  is  such  that  they  will  provide  suitable  matter  for  profit- 
able discussion. 

The  reception  by  the  President  was  held  in  the  Castle  Museum 
and  Art  Gallery  last  night,  and  this,  with  the  conversazione  which 
followed,  proved,  as  usual,  an  attractive  commencement  to  the 
])usiness  of  the  Conference. 

Your  Committee  announces  with  sincere  regret  that,  owing  to 
ill-health,  Mr.  R.  H.  Davie-s  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  has  felt  compelled  to 
resign  the  office  of  Treasurer.  In  accepting  his  resignation,  the 
Committee  placed  on  record  its  high  appreciation  of  the  important 
service  he  has  rendered  the  Conference.  The  Senior  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  convey  the  resolution,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
express  the  hope  that  Mr.  Davies  might  soon  be  restored  to  his 
accustomed  health. 


Financial  Statement  i<"OR  the   year  ending  Jvne  30th,  1893. 

The  lion.   Treasurer   in  Account  with    the    British    Pharmaceidical 

Conference. 

1892.                            Dr.  £    s.    d  £    s.  d. 
July  1.      To  Assets  forward  from  last  year  : — 
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Mr.  WiLFORD,  one  of  the  auditors,  having  certitied  that  the 
accounts  were  correct, 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts. 

Mr.  C.  Thompson  (Birmingham)  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  at  once  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  President  then  suggested  that  a  cablegram  of  congratula- 
tions should  be  sent  to  the  Conference  in  Chicago,  which  was. 
carried  by  acclamation. 

Visitors. 

The  President  said  there  were  two  visitors  from  abroad  present,. 
Mr.  Alfred  Reeve,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Victoria,  and 
Mr.  Mager,  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  at  Cape  Colony.  The 
Conference  was  plea.sed  to  welcome  both  these  gentlemen,  and  if 
Mr.  J»Iager  had  any  remarks  to  make,  he  was  sure  they  would  be- 
appreciated. 

Mr.  Mager  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be  present,  but  he 
had  not  expected  to  be  called  on  to  say  anything  at  that  stage  of 
the  proceedings.  The  Pharmacy  Board  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
had  been  established  for  two  years,  and  consisted  of  five  members- 
elected  from  the  duly  registered  chemists  at  the  Cape.  He  had 
no  doubt  he  should  pi'ofit  from  the  discussions,  and  take  back 
much  useful  information. 


The  President  then  gave  the  following  address. 

THE    PRESIDENT'S    ADDRESS. 

My  friends,  I  thank  you  for  the  courtesy  which  has  prompted 
you  to  elect  me  as  your  President  this  year,  the  more  so  as  I  am 
fully  aware  that  there  ai-e  many  men  better  qualified  to  till  the 
office,  and  many  who  could  have  given  you  an  address  more 
worthy  of  your  acceptance.  I  find,  as  others  must  have  done,, 
that  every  year  increases  the  difficulty  of  choosing  a  subject 
suitable  for  the  occasion,  as  each  former  President  has  well-nigh 
exhausted  every  topic  bearing  upon  pharmaceutical  interests. 
Knowing  that  much  time  will  be  taken  up  in  listening  to  the  many 
and  varied  papers  which  have,  1  i)resume,  been  prepared  for  thi.s. 
Conference,  and  the  discussions  which  will  necessarily  follow,  let 
me  remind  you  of  the  old  adage,  "  That  speech  is  silver,  and 
silence  is  gold."     This  week,  iu  the  first  place,  I  must  inform  you 
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is  my  jubilee.  Fifty  years  ago  I  entered  upon  a  term  of  six  and  a 
half  years'  apprenticeship  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  pharmacy. 
Fifty  years,  roughly  speaking,  mean  in  hnnian  life  nearly  a 
generation  and  a  half,  and  in  that  period  of  time  so  many  changes 
have  taken  place  that  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  of  1836,  which 
■was  then  in  vogue,  is  a  text-book  of  a  very  diHerent  character  to 
the  Pharmacopa?ia  now  in  use,  which  is  our  standard  of  British 
pharmacy. 

In  those  old-fashioned  days  of  fifty  years  ago,  a  lad  of  foui-teen 
would  be  apprenticed  ;  by  the  way,  much  too  early  an  age  to  study 
the  mj-stic  sign  on  a  specie  jar  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company, 
with  its  one-horned  rhinoceros.  What  that  beast  has  to  do  with 
physic  I  cannot  to  this  day  determine,  but  the  world-wide  motto 
"  Operque  per  orbem  dicor  "  must  be  patent  to  all.  Whilst  on  the 
subject  of  apprenticeship,  I  would  remark  that  the  old  term  of 
six  or  seven  years  was  too  long  a  period  to  follow  the  short  school- 
life  of  a  boy  of  fourteen,  or  fourteen  and  a  half.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  the  pi-esent  recognised  time  of 
three  years  does  not  err  on  the  other  hand  as  too  short  an 
apprenticeship  to  master  the  requirements  of  modern  pharmacy. 
For  instance,  a  youth  leaves  school  at  the  present  time  at  sixteen, 
and  by  tacit  agreement  his  indentures  are  cancelled  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  ;  at  this  age  he  is  too  young  to  obtain  a  situation  in  a 
first-class  establishment,  consequently  he  must  be  content  to  enter 
as  a  junior,  a  second  or  third  rate  one,  where,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, there  is  no  sort  of  obligation  to  instruct,  nor  is  there  time 
for  him  to  do  more  than  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  situation. 
How,  then,  can  the  majority  of  such  young  men,  under  these 
circumstances,  hope  to  obtain  the  knowledge  required  for  the 
advanced  examinations  of  this  present  time  ?  Their  future 
success,  as  we  know,  must  depend  entirely  upon  themselves. 
With  an  improved  education  much  can  be  done,  without  it  they 
must  fall  behind  in  the  race.  Raising  the  standard  must  of 
necessity  improve  the  position,  but  without  a  thoi^ough  knowledge 
they  can  never  expect,  so  to  speak,  to  be  more  than  "  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water."  For  this  reason  the  Board  of 
Examiners  have  gradually  increased  the  stringency  of  the  exami- 
nations so  as  to  meet  more  fully  the  exigency  of  the  case.  I  am 
aware  that  in  all  examinations  good  men  may  and  do  sometimes 
fail,  and  indifferent  ones  occasionally  pass;  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  I 
believe  no  Avork  is  more  conscientiously  carried  out  than  that  of 
the    Board,    of  which  I   have  been    so  long   a  member.     It  is   a 
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mistaken  kindness  to  pass  an  unprepared  student.  Their  dat}' 
to  the  candidates,  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  abo%-e 
all  to  the  public  interest,  demand  that  he  should  possess  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  pharmacy  in  all  its  branches.  A  deficient 
early  education,  a  naturally  unfitted  aspirant  for  this  work,  a 
widespread  system  of  cram  have  very  frecjuently  to  be  encountered 
by  the  Board,  so  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  sixty  or 
seventy  per  cent,  fail,  and  even  then  it  is  not  certain  that  th& 
result  has  been  "a  survival  of  the  fittest."  Young  men  are- 
apprenticed  to  the  business  of  a  chemist  because  it  is  thought  to- 
be  genteel  (what  a  hateful  word  that  is),  or  that  the  work  is  easy 
and  the  capital  required  comparatively  small,  without  duly 
considering  his  adaptability  for  the  work. 

The  subject  I  have  taken  for  my  address  is  on  some  herbaceous- 
plants  in  common  cultivation,  especially  those  connected  with 
medicine.  I  shall  offer  no  apology  for  choosing  this  subject,  be- 
cause in  the  first  place  I  know  you  will  allow  me  perfect  freedom 
in  the  matter,  and  secondly,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  chosen 
by  any  former  President  of  the  Conference.  For  this  purpose  I 
must  take  you  back  to  the  year  1596,  when  John  Gerard  wrote  his 
wonderful  "  Herbal."  1  feel,  in  justice  to  him,  that  we  must  give 
him  the  first  place  in  the  rank  of  those  Avho  cultivated  herbaceous, 
plants,  for  we  must  remember  that  before  his  time  little  had  been 
done  in  that  direction.  We  cannot  but  feel  the  greatest  admira- 
tion for  one  who  succeeded  in  growing  more  than  a  thousand  species- 
of  these  plants  in  his  own  garden,  somewhere  near  where  Somerset 
House  stands.  We  look  in  vain  for  the  site  of  this  interesting  old 
garden,  but  we  can  easily  imagine  the  intense  interest  he  displayed 
in  the  growth  of  his  treasures,  the  result  of  his  long  tried  labours. 
In  those  days  there  were  no  selected  catalogues  of  hardy  or  other 
plants,  so  that  Gerard  had  to  thank  himself  for  the  collection  of 
plants  which,  only  by  immense  pains,  he  was  able  to  get  together. 
Yet  is  it  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  so  little  notice  was  taken  of 
him  at  the  time,  and  that  were  it  not  for  his  "  Herbal  "  he  would 
probably  have  passed  altogether  out  of  sight,  when  we  remember 
the  host  of  English  worthies  Avho  flourished  in  these  halcj'on  days, 
such  men  as  Shakespeare,  Spencer,  IJacon,  Cecil  Burleigh,  Essex,. 
and  Raleigh.  So  we  can  understand  that  a  mere  cultivator  of 
plants  would  be  overlooked  in  the  presence  of  such  gi'eat  minds. 

The  bibliophyle,  however  much  he  may  prize  "  the  small  rare- 
volume,  black  with  tarnished  gold,"  Avill  scarcely  consider  hi& 
libi-ary  complete  unless  it  contains  a  herbal,  and  from  a  long  list  of 
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such  books  lie  would  probably  choose  that  of  Gerard  as  the  best  to 
adorn  his  shelves,  provided  always  that  he  could  secure  the  right 
edition.     This  very  handsome  folio  is  a  fine  example  of  this  class 
of  literature,  containing,  as  it    does,  over  IGOO  pages  of  closely 
printed  and  almost  perfect  letterpress,  with  more  than  2000  Avood- 
cuts,  which,  in  spite  of  the  early  date  at  which  they  were  produced, 
could    hardly    be  improved  on  at  the  present  time  with  modern 
appliances.     The  edition,  which,  in  a  collector's  opinion,  would  be 
considered  the  "riglit"  one,  is  dated  anno  1033,  and  is  described 
as    follows :— "  The    Ilerball    or    Generall    Historic    of    Plantes. 
Gathered    by   John  Gerarde  of    London,  Master    in    Chirurgerie. 
Very  much  enlarged  and  amended  by  Thomas  Johnson,  Citizen 
and   Apothecarye  of  London.      London,  printed  by  Adam  Islip, 
Joice  Norton,  and  Richard  Whitaker.     Anno  1633."     As  frontis- 
piece  it   contains   a   very    fine    example    of    the    florid    style    so 
characteristic  of  folios  of  that  period,  and  is  the  work  of    John 
Payne.      At   the  top  are  figures  of    Ceres  on  the  one  hand  and 
Pomona  on  the  other,  below  these,  on  either  side  of  the  title,  are 
figures  of  Theophrastus  and  Dioscorides  facing  one  another.     At 
the    bottom  is  a  portrait  of  the  author  holding  in  his  hand  the 
recently  introduced  potato  plant.     Although  practically  unshaded, 
the  drawings  are  perfect  in  outline,  and  the  characteristics  of  each 
plant  are  shown  with  a  fidelity  and  simplicity  which  enables  them 
to  be   easily  identified  ;  simplicity  is  a  great  feature  throughout 
the    book.      The  plan  which  the  author  follows  to  describe  each 
class  of  plants  or  even  individuals  is  very  definite,  first  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  plant  under  some  characteristic  heading,  which,  though 
it  may  differ  very  materially  from  modern  classification,  was  better 
adapted   to  the    scanty   knowledge    of   the   seventeenth    century. 
Then  he  gives  the  habitat  and  various  local  and  foreign  names, 
finishing    -with    the  time  of    flowering  and  the  various  medicinal 
qualities;  of  these  last  he  found  some  for  every  plant.     Many  old- 
fashioned  names  frequently  crop  up  in  his  descriptions  which  may 
still   be  occasionally  met  with  in  some  out-of-the-way  corner  of 
England   or   Wales.       For  example,  "  dwale "  for    deadly  night- 
shade is  still  used  in  Devonshire,  and  Norfolk  country  people  still 
speak  of   pumpkins  as  "millions"  and  call  the  holly  "hulver.' 
One  might  multiply  instances  of  the.se  old  forgotten  names  so  com- 
mon   three  centuries  ago,  the  derivation  of  which  is  often  very 
difficult  to  trace.      In  many  instances  they  are  corruptions  of  the 
Latin  nomenclature  of  the  monks  ;  one  can  hardly  account  for  the 
local  name  of  "  sencion  "  for  groundsel,  except  as  a  corruption  of 
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Senecio,  wliicli  was  probably  derived  direct  from  tlie  monas- 
teries. 

The  "Herbal  "  is  divided  into  throe  books,  compri.siug  the  whole 
vegetable  kingdom  known  at  that  time ;  these  books  are  divided 
into  upwards  of  800  chapters,  which,  considering  the  period  at 
which  they  were  written,  may  be  looked  on  as  taking  the  place  of 
genera.  The  first  book  contains  all  grasses,  grains,  rushes,  reeds, 
flags,  and  bulbous-rooted  plants ;  the  second,  all  herbs  used  as  diet, 
physic,  or  for  ornament  and  pleasure ;  the  third,  trees,  shrubs, 
fruit-bearing  trees,  resins,  gums,  roses,  heaths,  mosses,  mushrooms, 
and  sea  plants.  The  misspelling  of  the  author's  name  on  the  title- 
page  must  be  a  printer's  error.  His  friends  knew  him  as  Gerard, 
and  his  coat  of  arms  proves  him  to  be  connected  with  the  Gerards 
of  Isley,  who  did  not  use  a  final  "  e  "  in  their  name. 

The  early  history  of  Gerard  is  very  obscure.  He  was  born  at 
Nantwich  in  1545,  and  educated  at  Willaston,  a  village  some  two 
miles  from  that  town.  It  seems  very  probable  that  his  education 
was  completed  there,  and  that  he  took  up  medicine  at  a  very  early 
age.  He  certainly  travelled  abroad  to  some  extent,  and  knew 
something  of  Sweden,  Denmai^k,  Poland,  and  Russia,  joining  a 
trading  vessel  to  the  Baltic,  and  acting  as  medical  attendant  to 
the  crew.  He  appears  to  have  been  familiar  Avith  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  may  have  made  a  voyage  to  that  neighbourhood  in  the 
same  capacity.  In  1562  he  was  apprenticed  to  Alexander  Mason, 
a  Warden  of  the  Bai-ber  Surgeons'  Company.  His  connection 
with  the  Company  dates  from  this  period,  and  was  always  a  more 
or  less  important  one.  He  was  made  a  freeman  on  December  9,  1569, 
and  though  there  is  no  record  of  his  being  admitted  to  the  livery 
of  the  Company,  he  is  mentioned  as  a  member  of  the  Court  of 
Assistants  in  159-3,  and  Junior  Warden  in  August,  1597.  Between 
these  dates  "  he  suffered  from  a  most  grievous  ague,  and  of  long 
continuance,"  though  it  does  not  appear  to  have  interfered  with 
his  work.  In  August,  1608,  he  was  elected  Master  of  the  Com- 
pany;  the  books,  however,  are  missing  for  that  period,  and  there 
is  little  or  no  record  of  his  office.  He  died  in  February,  1611  or 
1612,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Andrews,  Uolborn  ;  but  no  monument 
marks  the  spot,  even  its  position  being  unknown.  He  must  have 
settled  in  London  some  time  before  1577,  since  in  1597  he  speaks 
of  having  superintended  the  gardens  belonging  to  Lord  Burleigh 
in  the  Strand,  and  also  in  Hertfordshire,  for  twenty  years,  and 
that  this  work  had  taken  up  nearly  all  his  time,  therefore  he  can 
hardly  have  pi-actised  as  a  medical  man  to  any  great  extent  after 
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leaving  Alexander  Mason.  Previous  to  bis  election  as  a  member 
of  the  Court  of  Assistants,  be  bad  already  acquired  a  reputation  as 
H  skilled  berbalist.  His  connection  with  Lord  Burleigh's  gardens 
gave  him  ample  opportunity  to  follow  bis  favourite  study,  and  it 
was  largely  due  to  his  energy  that  Lord  Burleigh's  collection  of 
plants  surpassed  that  of  any  other  nobleman  in  England,  many  of 
them  being  exotics  obtained  by  Gei'ard.  About  this  time  he  ap- 
pears to  have  bad  a  bouse  in  Holborn,  connected  with  which  was 
a  large  garden;  here  be  succeeded  in  growing  a  great  variety  of 
species,  both  indigenous  and  exotic. 

One  can  hardly  reconcile  this  quaint  old  herbaceous  garden  with 
the  modern  ebb  and  flow  of  traffic  in  Holborn.  Holborn  was  then 
in  the  outskirts  of  London  on  that  side,  and  capable  of  producing 
much  that  would  hardly  flourish  there  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  In  the  time  of  Richard  the  Third  there  were  large 
gardens  connected  with  the  Bishop  of  Ely's  palace,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  Shakespeare  records  the  fact  in  Richard  the  Third 
by  making  Gloster  say,  "  My  Lord  of  Ely,  when  I  was  last  in  Hol- 
born I  saw  good  strawberries  in  your  garden  there,  I  do  beseech 
vou  send  for  some."  This  same  Bishop  of  Ely  was  John  de 
Kyrkeley,  who  in  1290  bequeathed  to  the  bishopric  of  Ely  all  bis 
bouses  at  Holborn  in  the  suburb  of  London,  together  with  vines, 
gardens,  and  other  appurtenances  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  ; 
these  gardens  are  now  known  as  Ely  Place.  Dr.  Sharpe,  in  the 
'•  Calendar  of  Wills,"  mentions  that  the  gardens  attached  to  the 
palace,  which  survive  only  in  the  name  of  Hatton  Garden,  were  a 
characteristic  feature  of  the  neighbourhood.  Vine  Street  still 
bears  witness  to  the  Bishop's  vineyard,  as  Kirby  Street  still  recalls 
the  Bishop's  name.  Dr.  BuUeyn  visited  Gerard's  garden,  and  he 
mentions  having  seen  1100  varieties  of  foreign  and  domestic  plants. 
Dr.  Pulteney  also  says  that  he  saw  there  1033  species,  though  one 
cannot  help  thinking  that  some  of  these  must  have  been  vai-ieties; 
any  way  it  was  one  of  the  earliest  botanic  gardens  in  Europe. 

In  1596,  Gerard  printed  a  list  of  plants  which  he  had  cultivated, 
this  being  bis  first  literary  effort.  Considering  the  carelessness 
with  which  it  was  printed  and  the  scarcity  of  the  volume  (only 
one  being  in  existence,  that  in  the  Sloane.collection),  it  seems  very 
probable  that  this  last  was  only  intended  for  private  circulation, 
or  for  his  own  particular  use.  This  is  the  first  known  catalogue  of 
any  public  or  pi'ivate  garden  in  England,  and  has  therefore  an 
interest  beyond  its  rarity  as  a  book.  A  folio  edition  appeared 
Avith    English   and    Latin   names    in    opposite    columns    in   1599. 
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Gerard  was  a  great  advocate  for  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  ground 
for  the  cultivation  and  study  of  medicinal  plants,  and  strongly 
urged  the  Company  to  buy  some  land  for  that  purpose.  A  spot  in 
East  Smithfield  was  chosen,  but  found  unsuitable,  and  it  seems 
just  possible  this  piece  of  ground  may  have  been  Gerard's  own 
garden  in  Fetter  Lane.  Some  money  was  subscribed  for  this 
scheme,  but  though  one  or  two  meetings  were  held  on  the  subject 
of  "  Mr.  Gerard's  Garden,"  no  active  steps  were  taken,  and  the  idea 
apparently  fell  through.  In  December,  1597,  he  published  (it  is 
said  at  his  own  risk)  the  folio  which  has  made  his  name  famous, 
the  "Herbal,"  dedicated  to  Lord  Burleigh.  The  evolution  of  this 
work  is  an  extremely  interesting  story  in  the  making  of  such 
books. 

Botany  as  a  science  was  first  recognised  by  Ai'istotle,  who  may 
be  looked  on  as  its  founder.  The  remains  of  his  own  writings  and 
those  of  his  school  so  frequently  show  a  decided  knowledge  of 
plants,  that  it  is  quite  evident  they  must  have  been  well  versed  in 
the  vegetable  physiology  of  that  day.  Theophrastus,  a  worthy 
disciple  of  so  great  a  master,  succeeded  to  his  chair,  and  wrote 
several  books  on  the  history  of  plants,  but  apparently  he  had  no 
idea  of  classification,  since  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  more  than  four  hundred  species  in  all ;  such  being 
the  case,  a  classification  was  hardly  necessary.  He  devoted  much 
attention  to  the  functional  difference  of  organs,  the  forms  of  leaves, 
the  peculiarities  of  the  leaf-stalk,  and  Avas  the  first  to  poiat  out 
the  great  differences  between  the  Avood  of  palms  and  that  of 
exogens.  He  also  understood  the  importance  of  leaves  in  the  life- 
history  of  plants.  Botany  made  slow  progress  until  the  reign  of 
Nero,  when  Dioscorides,  the  Greek  physician,  Avrote  a  treatise  on 
materia  medica ;  but  of  the  600  plants  he  mentions,  the  vagueness 
of  description  prevents  the  recognition  of  more  than  400.  In  his 
time,  however,  the  sexuality  of  plants  is  spoken  of  in  positive 
terms ;  this  fact  Aristotle  had  refused  to  accept.  Grafting  and 
budding  were  also  well  known  in  Greece  and  Rome  in  the  first 
century  of  our  era,  and  gardening  must  have  been  a  favourite  pas- 
time in  Southern  Europe,  at  this  early  period,  to  quote  from  a 
recent  essay :  "  The  garden  seems  the  one  spot  on  earth  where  his- 
tory does  not  assert  itself,  and  no  doubt  when  Nero  was  fiddling 
over  the  blaze  of  Rome  there  were  florists  counting  the  petals  of 
rival  roses  at  Poestum  as  peacefully  and  conscientiously  as  any 
gardeners  of  to-day."  Under  the  later  emperors  followed  by  the 
Byzantine  princes,  art  and  science  generally  decayed,  leaving  only 
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a  mass  of  falsehood  and  snpei"stition,  and  so  from  the  death  of 
Dioscorides  until  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  scarcely 
any  addition  was  made  to  botanical  knowledge  in  Europe. 

The  first  herbal  in  English  was  the  "  Grete  Herbal,"  published  in 
151G  by  Peter  Treveris,  and  foi'med  the  basis  on  which  all  that 
followed  were  more  or  less  founded.  A  little  later  the  Bernese 
physician,  Otho  Brunsfels,  published  his  "Herbarium  Viva^ 
Eiconis."  Previous  to  its  publication  the  writings  of  the  Arabian 
herbalists  were  taken  as  the  text-books  for  the  schools,  full  as  they 
were  of  false  translations  and  exaggerated  superstitions.  Bruns- 
fels appears  to  us  as  the  Luther  of  botany,  and  as  the  earliest 
Avriter  who  was  honestly  determined  to  purify  the  degraded 
science,  and  lift  it  to  its  proper  position.  The  Germans  or  Dutch 
were  the  first  to  illustrate  their  descriptions  of  plants,  and  Bruns- 
fels was  greatly  instrumental  in  perfecting  that  which  afterwards 
became  a  very  prominent  feature  in  the  botanical  literature  of  the 
period.  Interest  in  the  reviving  science  spread  very  rapidly,  and 
the  knowledge  of  species  became  much  enlarged,  to  such  an  extent, 
in  fact,  that  compilers  became  necessary  to  collect  the  numerous 
wi-itings  on  botanical  subjects  which  were  scattered  through  much 
of  the  scientific  literature  of  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. The  first  of  these  compilations  was  made  by  Conrad 
Gesner,  of  Zurich,  often  spoken  of  as  the  German  Pliny,  who 
introduced  the  system  of  dividing  plants  into  classes,  genera  and 
species  by  distinctions  derived  from  differences  in  the  flower  and 
fruit.  Among  many  great  names  which  occur  during  the  sixteenth 
century,  such  as  Dodoens,  Clusius,  Matthias  de  I'Obel,  Gerard  and 
others,  we  find  that  of  William  Turner,  the  father  of  English 
botany.  He  was  born  at  Morpeth  in  1538,  and  after  many  wan- 
derings on  the  continent  in  consequence  of  his  voluntary  exile 
from  England,  he  ultimately  took  his  degree  at  Ferrara,  and 
attended  the  lectures  of  Ghinus  at  Bologna.  This  eminent  doctor 
first  started  a  separate  chair  for  botany,  and  was  the  means  by 
which  a  medicinal  garden  was  founded  at  Bologna.  Turner  then 
went  to  Switzerland  and  formed  a  friendship  with  Gesner,  the 
compiler,  who  thought  very  highly  of  him.  He  returned  to 
England,  and  published  his  "  Herbal  "  in  1568. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  Turner,  Henry  Lyte  published  a 
work  in  English  which  was  professedly  a  translation  from  the 
French  version  of  the  Dutch  "  Herbal  "  of  Dodoens,  this  same 
work  forming  the  groundwork  of  Gerard's  book  later  on.  Lyte 
described  1050  species  and  figured  870 ;  most  of  Tui-ner's  illustra- 
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tions  were  utilised  by  liira,  the  remainder  being  some  that  appeared 
in  a  subsequent  work  by  Dodoens.  These  illustrations  also  proved 
very  useful  to  Gerard.  Lyte  appears  to  have  entirely  used  a 
translation  of  Dodoens,  by  Clusius,  and  was  not  by  any  means  an 
original  writer  in  botany.  He  was  followed  by  I'Obel,  who  con- 
tributed a  great  deal  to  materia  medica  and  botany,  especially 
the  former.  He  travelled  over  much  of  England  plant-hunting, 
and  added  largely  to  the  number  of  known  species.  Under  the 
patronage  of  Lord  Zouch  he  superintended  a  physic  garden  at 
Hackney,  and  introduced  into  England  may  new  exotics.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  botanists  generally  felt  the 
want  of  a  trustworthy  and  comprehensive  hei'bal.  That  of 
Dodoens  had  appeared  in  1560,  Lyte's  translation  was  published  in 
I083,  but  was  very  erroneous,  and  Turner's  book  was  practically 
obsolete. 

John  J^orton,  printer  to  the  Queen,  had  commissioned  a  Dr. 
Priest  to  translate  Dodoens'  book  into  English  ;  unfortunately  he 
died  before  he  had  completed  the  task,  and  by  some  means  the 
manusci'ipt  fell  into  Gerard's  bands,  who  determined  to  use  it, 
though  there  seems  little  doubt  that  he  did  not  know  sufficient 
botany  for  the  task.  Johnson,  who  was  the  editor  and  collator  of 
this  book,  says  that  Gerard  was  quite  incapable  of  writing  a 
trustworthy  herbal.  The  facts  probably  are  that  he  used  Dr. 
Priest's  manuscript,  and  to  disguise  the  fact  altered  the  original 
arrangement  of  Dodoens  to  that  followed  by  I'Obel.  He  denied 
any  knowledge  of  the  work  written  by  Dr.  Priest,  saying  that  he 
had  heard  of  such  a  man  who  had  been  working  at  a  translation 
of  a  hei-bal,  but  that  being  dead,  his  work  must  have  perished 
with  him.  The  blocks  were  mostly  obtained  by  Norton  from 
Frankfort.  Gerard  certainly  displayed  great  ignorance  in  the 
original  work  by  misplacing  many  of  the  illustrations,  and  I'Obel, 
who  was  asked  to  correct  it,  went  so  far  as  to  say  he  found  in 
it  over  1000  errors ;  at  this  point,  however,  the  author  stopped 
ci-iticism  by  lefusing  to  allow  further  alteration,  saying  that  the 
book  was  quite  accurate  enough,  and  that  the  critic  had  forgotten 
his  English.  In  1597  the  "  Herbal  "  was  published  ;  however  the 
author  may  have  obtained  his  material,  and  Avhether  he  ever 
acknowledged  it  in  the  proper  way,  will  not  alter  the  fact  that  it 
was  vastly  superior  to  any  previous  publication  on  botany,  and 
represented  an  enormous  amount  of  time  and  labour.  Thus  in  a 
very  sketchy  way  I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  the  course  by  which 
this    very  remarkable   book   came  to  be   written.      Many  names 
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"wliich  influenced  the  great  revival  in  the  science  of  botany  during 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  might  and  ought  to  be 
mentioned,  but  thej  are  so  numerous  that  one  could  hardly  speak 
of  all. 

With  Dodoens'  "  Herbal "  as  a  base,  and  with  additions  from 
rObel,  Clusius,  and  possibly  some  original  Avork  of  his  own,  this 
volume  comprised  all  that  was  known  of  botany  at  that  period. 
It  was  much  more  profusely  illustrated  than  any  previous  work, 
and  coming  at  a  time  when  some  good  book  was  badly  wanted, 
there  is  little  wonder  that  it  became  world-famed,  and  though  at 
the  present  day  the  interest  that  survives  is  due  to  the  plates  or 
the  obsolete  ideas  as  to  virtues  of  various  herbs,  still  we  can  but 
admire  the  patience  of  a  man  who,  if  he  was  not  all  original,  did 
the  best  he  could  with  the  material  at  hand,  however  obtained, 
and  produced  a  book  which,  after  nearly  300  years,  can  still  afford 
some  instruction  and  a  great  deal  of  amusement  to  a  more  en- 
lightened age.  One  of  his  friends,  George  Baker,  "  one  of  the 
chiefe  chirugions  in  ordinarie  "  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  had  a  high 
opinion  of  Gerard's  attainments,  since  he  says,  "  I  protest  upon 
my  conscience,  I  do  not  think  for  the  knowledge  of  plants  he  is 
inferior  to  any;  for  I  did  once  see  him  tried  with  one  of  the  best 
strangers  that  ever  came  to  England,  and  was  accounted  in  Paris 
the  only  man,  being  recommended  to  me  by  that  famous  man  j\l. 
Ambroke  Parens,  and  he  being  desirous  to  go  abroad  with  some  of 
our  herbarists,  for  the  which  I  was  the  mean  to  bring  them  to- 
gether, and  one  whole  day  we  spent  therein,  searching  the  most 
rarest  samples.  But  when  it  came  to  the  trial,  my  Erenchmau 
did  not  know  one  to  his  fower."  That  statement  can  only  apply 
to  Jean  Robi,  who,  in  1597,  was  appointed  keeper  to  the  king's 
garden  in  Paris.  One  can  hardly  leave  this  quaint  old  botanist 
and  his  wonderful  book  without  some  reference  to  the  numerous 
anecdotes  with  which  he  constantly  varies  the  monotony  of  his 
descriptions.  Having  frequently  experimented  with  the  man- 
di-ake  root,  he  is  quite  incredulous  as  to  its  shrieking  when  pulled 
up,  but  firmly  accepts  a  more  wonderful  tale  of  the  goose  or 
barnacle  tree,  and  devotes  his  final  chapter  to  "  this  wonder  of 
England."  He  sums  up  his  great  work  in  this  way  :  "  Having 
travelled  from  the  grasses  growing  in  the  bottom  of  the  fenny 
waters,  the  woods  and  mountains,  even  unto  Libanus  itself,  and 
also  the  sea,  and  bowels  of  the  same,  we  are  arrived  at  the  end  of 
our  history,  thinking  it  not  impertinent  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
same  to  endwith  one  of  the  marvels  of  this  land  (we   may  say  of 
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the  worlvl)."  What  he  is  pleased  to  call  "the  naked  and  bare 
ti'uth,  thi)ug-h  unpolished,"  vouches  for  the  fact  that  in  the  north 
parts  of  Scotland  and  the  islands  adjacent,  called  Orchades,  there 
are  certain  trees  on  which  grow  shells  of  a  white  colour,  tending 
to  russet,  wherein  are  contained  little  living  creatures,  which  shells 
in  time  of  maturity  open,  and  out  of  them  grow  those  little  living 
things  which,  falling  into  the  water,  do  become  fowls,  which  we 
call  barnacles,  in  the  north  of  England  brant  geese,  and  in  Lanca- 
shire tree  geese,  but  the  other  that  do  fall  upon  the  land  perish 
and  come  to  nothing. 

"  Thus  much  by  the  writings  of  others,  and  also  from  the  mouths 
of  people  of  those  parts,  which-  may  very  well  accord  with  truth." 
*'  But  what  our  eyes  have  seen,  and  hands  have  touched,  we  shall 
declare."  He  then  relates  the  story,  which  I  give  you  nearly  in 
his  own  language,  that  on  an  island  in  Lancashire  where  there 
are  numerous  wrecks  of  ships  and  drifted  trees,  there  is  found  a 
certain  spume  or  froth  which  breeds  certain  shells,  like  a  mussel, 
but  sharp  pointed  and  white,  Avherein  is  contained  a  thing  in  form 
like  a  lace  of  silk,  finely  woven,  as  it  were,  together,  of  a  whitish 
colour,  one  end  whereof  is  fastened  into  the  inside  of  the  shell, 
€ven  as  the  fish  of  oysters  and  mussels  are.  The  other  end  is 
made  fast  into  a  rnde  mass  or  lump,  which  in  time  cometh  to  the 
shape  and  form  of  a  bird.  When  it  is  perfectly  formed,  the  shell 
gapeth  open,  and  gradually  a  bird  appears,  which,  falling  into 
the  sea,  gathereth  feathers  and  groweth  to  a  fowl,  bigger  than  a 
mallard  and  lesser  than  a  goose,  having  black  legs  and  bill  or 
beak,  and  with  feathers  black  and  white.  He  concludes  his  mar- 
vellous statement  by  saying  it  is  "  spotted  in  such  manner  as  is 
our  magpie,  called  in  some  places  a  pieannet,  which  the  people  of 
Lancasliire  call  by  no  other  name  than  a  tree  goose,  which  place 
aforesaid,  and  all  those  parts  adjoining,  do  so  much  abound  there- 
with that  one  of  the  best  is  bought  for  threepence.  For  the  truth 
liereof,  if  any  doubt,  may  it  please  them  to  repair  unto  me,  and  I 
shall  satisfy  them  by  the  testimony  of  good  witnesses.  They 
spawn,  as  it  were,  in  March  and  April,  the  geese  are  formed  in 
-May  and  June,  and  come  to  fullness  of  feathers  in  the  month 
after."  Gerard  himself  brought  from  the  Channel  Lslands  to 
London  shells  which,  on  opening,  he  found  in  some  instances  con- 
tained living  bodies  without  form  or  shape,  in  others  which  were 
more  mature  he  found  naked  bodies  shaped  like  a  bird ;  these  he 
concludes  were  "  the  fowls  called  barnacles."  It  is  unnecessary 
to  say  that  the  six  pairs  of  feet,  found  in  the  third  stage  of  the  life 
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history  of  the  barnacle,  are  converted  into  cirri,  which  are  long 
curling'  arms  fringed  witli  cilia,  and  are  used  to  attract  food 
to  the  mouth.  These  were  the  featheiy  objects  which  Gerard 
describes.  The  confusion  of  the  barnacle  or  bernicle  goose  with 
the  shell-fish  dates  from  a  very  early  period.  Even  the  monks 
believed  in  it,  or  found  it  convenient  to  do  so,  since  the  barnacle 
goose  was  allowed  to  be  eaten  in  Lent.  They  considered  it  fish, 
not  fowl  ;  and  Linnaeus  perpetuated  the  error  by  giving  the 
crustacean  the  specific  name,  Anatifera,  or  duck-bearing. 

I  will  now  give  you  a  short  account  of  some  of  the  herbaceous 
plants  of  general  interest.  First,  IleUebores.  Of  these  Gerard 
appears  to  have  been  acquainted  with  only  four  species,  viridis, 
f(Xitidus,  viajnr,  and  atroruhrens.  Modern  horticulture  gives  a 
great  number  Avhich  are  readily  cultivated  in  our  gardens. 
This  genus  may  be  conveniently  divided  into  three — two  native 
species,  viridis  and  foetldiis,  both  of  which  have  been  employed 
medicinally,  being  powerfully  drastic  and  cathartic,  the  former 
deciduous,  the  latter  a  bushy  plant  two  feet  or  more  in  height, 
with  much  divided  evergreen  leaves  very  distinctly  bracteate.  Next 
we  have  Hellehorus  inajor,  with  its  several  varieties,  well  known  as 
the  Christmas  rose,  the  plant  from  which  the  black  hellebore  of 
commerce  is  obtained,  a  native  of  Central  Europe,  long  in  common 
cultivation,  a  well-deserved  favourite  with  all  lovers  of  hardy 
plants.  Thirdly,  the  various  sf)ecies  of  the  Lenten  rose,  or 
oriental  hellebores.  Conspicuou.s  amongst  the  oriental  section 
may  especially  be  noted  atrornhrew^,  having  long  and  very  per- 
sistent foliage,  with  bright  purple  flowers  produced  in  profusion 
from  January  to  March ;  coIcMcms,  a  rare  species  from  the 
Caucasus,  with  deep  plum-coloured  flowers  and  large  purple 
leaves  ;  H.  antiquoruvi,  with  pale  purple  flowei-s  and  sepals,  beau- 
tifully imbricated;  11.  gutatus,  a  beautiful  species  with  deep 
green  leaves  and  much  expanded  white  flowers  with  purple  spots ; 
J£.  Olympicus,  having  large  spiny  leaves  and  globular  flowers  ; 
orientalis,  white  sepals,  from:  which  many  intere.sting  hybrids  have 
been  obtained.  The  hellebores  seed  freely,  and  their  well-defined 
pistils,  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the  ovary,  quickly  form  inflated 
follicles  ;  doubtless  all  the  hellebores  vary  much  in  their  medicinal 
activity.  Schroff,  according  to  Daniel  Hanbury,  considers  the 
most  potent  to  be  orientalis,  then  follow  viridis  and  fcetidus,  whil.st 
niger  is  of  the  least  medicinal  value. 

From  hellebores  we  natui\ally  turn  to  Aconites  or  Monlcshoods. 
Of  these  several  species  have  been  long  in  cultivation.     Gerard 
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was  acquainted  with  most  of  those  known  to  us  at  the  present 
tira9.  Perhaps  no  plant  connected  witli  pharmacy  deserves  more 
attention  than  Acouihbm  nnpellas,  the  officinal  monkshood,  especi- 
ally when  we  take  into  consideration  that  between  sixty  and 
seventy  varieties  are  known  to  botanists,  varying  from  the  dark 
blue  of  the  typical  plant  to  the  alhlno  variety,  almost  pure  white. 
A  question  of  great  moment  arises,  that  with  a  plant  whose  active 
principle  exists  in  a  well-defined  alkaloid,  how  far  hybridisation 
affects  the  amount  of  the  Aconitla  present.  This  plant  is  one 
which  deserves  most  careful  cultivation  ;  whether  the  modern 
pharmacist  would  be  willing  to  pay  foui-  times  as  much  for  a 
definite  home-grown  root,  taking  into  consideration  that  the 
foreign  supply  is  mostly  obtained  from  any  species  found  by  the 
peasants  or  shepherds  who  make  it  their  business  to  dig  it  at  any 
time  rather  than  the  right  one,  is  the  reason  of  my  i-aising  this 
question.  Acouifam  Pijrenaicum.  with  its  bright  yellow  flowers 
and  handsome  foliage,  bicolor,  with  white  and  yellow  blossoms, 
are  interesting  species  in  the  herbaceous  garden.  Before  dismiss- 
ing aconites,  allow  me  to  suggest  that  a  sti'ange  error  prevailed. 
Dioscorides  tells  us  that  whilst  writing  about  Aconitum  parda- 
lianclifs  (a  plant,  by  the  way,  I  am  doubtful  if  it  ever  existed), 
"  tliat  it  killeth  panthers,  wolves,  and  all  kinds  of  wild  beasts." 
Theophrastus  says  "  that  it  killeth  cattle,  sheep,  oxen,  and  all  four- 
footed  beasts  within  the  compass  of  one  day."  After  a  time  the 
old  writers,  not  finding  this  plant,  tacked  on  pardalianclies  to  a 
Doronicum  belonging  to  the  natural  order  composita?,  in  which 
there  are  no  plants  of  a  decided  poisonous  character.  So  that  ill- 
omened  name  of  "Leopard's  bane  "  may  safely  be  discarded.  It 
is  true  that  the  PuUcarui  or  flea  bane,  and  the  Pyrethrum  rospum, 
destroy  insects;  but  this  is  owing  to  the  choking  up  of  the  spiracles 
or  breathing  orifices,  so  that  the  trachea?  can  no  longer  convey 
the  air  through  their  system.  Salmon,  who  wn-ote  in  his  "Herbal" 
(written  about  100  years  after  Gerard),  calls  the  Doronicum  the 
wolf's  bane  antidote,  and  says,  "  I  think  it  manifest  that  the 
dangerous  qualities  said  to  be  in  this  plant  arc  raised  only  from 
ignorance  of  fact  and  not  fi'om  any  real  grounds,  for  as  mucli  as 
experience  has  sufficiently  proved  to  the  contrary,  for  I  find  my- 
self it  is  an  excellent  cordial  and  cures  the  poison  of  aconitum  and 
other  poisonous  plants."  This  supposed  virtue  is  equally  fallaci- 
ous as  that  of  its  poisonous  nature. 

In  the  same  natural  order  we  have   the  Podophyllum  peUatum, 
or  May  apple,  a  plant  well   worthy  of  attention,  with  its  palmate 
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leaves  deeply  divided,  composed  of  from  five  to  seven  wedge- 
sliaped  sections  bearino;  one  or  two  large  pure  white  flowers  from 
the  axil  of  the  leaves,  having  a  most  delicate  mixed  pej-fiime  of 
cinnamon  and  clove.  Tlie  blossoms  expand  the  latter  part  of  May 
or  early  in  June,  and  are  succeeded  by  a  sub-acid,  succulent, 
edible  fruit.  The  plant  is  of  rapid  growth  in  favourable  situa- 
tions of  shade  and  moisture.  Although  of  recent  introduction  in 
European  pharmacy,  it  appears  to  have  been  long  known  to  the 
North  American  Indians  as  a  valuable  medicine.  Aciaea  spicata 
and  Cimicifuga  racemosa  must  not  be  passed  by  without  notice. 
They  are  both  stately  perennials,  with  deeply  cut  biternate  leaves 
and  white  feathery  flowers,  and,  as  their  respective  names  imply, 
one  in  spikes,  the  other  in  racemes.  Actaea  is  a  European  plant, 
whilst  Cimicifuga  has  for  its  native  habitat  the  woods  of  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  Allied  to  Aconites,  but  much  surpassing 
them  in  beauty,  are  Delphiniums.  These,  with  little  exception, 
are  of  modern  introduction,  stavisagria  being  the  only  one  particu- 
larly noticed  in  old  horticulture.  At  the  present  time  the  florist's 
varieties  give  us  many  beautiful  herbaceous  specimens  ;  many  o 
them  are  double,  blue  and  scarlet  being  the  prevailing  colours. 
Siberia  and  the  Caucasus  furnish  us  with  numerous  plants  of  this 
genus.  D.  cardiaale  is  a  plant  of  vigorous  growth,  which  attains 
a  height  of  four  feet,  has  scarlet  flowers,  with  a  yellow  centre.  D. 
sulphureum,  Zalil,  is  an  extremely  interesting  plant  from  Tui'ke- 
stan ;  it  forms  a  branching  bush  three  to  four  feet  in  height,  com- 
posed of  stiff,  wiry  stems,  which  are  covered  with  flowers  about  an 
inch  in  diameter,  of  the  most  beautiful  sulphur  colour,  from  forty 
to  fifty  blossoms  on  each  stem,  rendering  it  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able additions  to  our  list  of  hardy  perennials  for  many  years  past. 
A  few  words  on  poppies.  Most  of  these  are  aimuals,  excepting 
orientalis  and  bracteatum,  the  one  orange-coloured,  the  other 
brilliant  red,  both  with  black  spots  in  the  base  of  each  petal. 
Meconopsis  furnish  us  with  several  strictly  herbaceous  plants, 
Cambricus  giving  us  a  good  example,  growing  almost  anywhere 
with  its  bright  yellow  blossoms — an  old  crumbling  wall,  a  disused 
gravel  path,  or  any  dry  corner  suits  it.  We  have  two  Indian 
species  of  Meconopsis  :  Nepalensis,  a  fine  foliage  plant  with  soft, 
yellow-green  leaves,  which  have  dense  rosettes.  These  in  the 
young  state  are  folded  over  as  a  protection  to  the  tender  crowns. 
The  flower-stems  are  from  four  to  five  feet  in  height,  producing 
numerous  nodding,  yellow  blossoms,  a  native  of  Nepaul.  Besides 
this  we  have  AYalliche,  one  of  the  finest  poppyworts  in  cultivation. 

Y 
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This  is  remarkable  from  its  being  the  only  blue  poppy  known  to 
us,  growing  fi-om  four  to  five  feet  in  height,  forming  a  handsome 
pyramid,  the  expanded  blooms  perfect  in  shape  and  colour,  with 
its  numerous  yellow  anthers,  form  a  conspicuous  object.  The 
seeds  of  this  plant  wei-e  sent  over  by  Sir  William  Hooker  from 
Sikkim,  and  first  bloomed  in  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew  in  J  line- 
1852;  unfortunately  these  plants  are  only  biennials.  Sir  Thomas 
Brown,  a  noted  physician  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  about  1650,  says, 
"  that  at  times  there  springeth  up  of  itself  in  waste  ground  a  reel 
poppy  with  very  long  fruit."  Some  years  ago  I  had  occasion  to 
dig  a  piece  of  ground  in  my  own  garden  rather  deeply  ;  the  follow- 
ing spring  I  found  abundance  of  this  species  cf  poppy,  Qlaucium 
fulvuvi ;  the  seeds  no  doubt  had  laid  doi'mant  in  the  soil  for  manj- 
years.  One  other  poppy  before  I  pass  on  deserves  special  notice, 
this  is  the  Califoxmian  or  tree  poppy,  liomvei/a  Coidteri.  This  is 
strictly  herbaceous,  requiring  only  a  little  protection  to  the  crown 
in  winter ;  it  forms  a  strong  bush  six  feet  in  height,  with  large, 
single  Avhite  flowers,  which  are  not  fugaceous,  as  most  of  this 
order.  Lastly,  amongst  the  papaveracew,  let  us  note  Sanrjuinaria. 
canadensis,  or  blood  root.  The  rhizomes  and  rootlets  are  well 
known  in  America  as  one  of  the  eclectic  remedies,  a  charming  early 
spring  flower,  with  its  pure  white  petals  and  golden  anthers.  Of 
Anemones,  Gerard  figures  thirty  sorts,  many  of  which  are  only 
varieties,  as  he  in  all  cases  places  the  single  and  double  as  distinct 
species.  Since  his  day  many  additions  have  been  made  to  our  list 
of  these  most  welcome  spring  flowers ;  especially  may  be  noted 
alpina  and  suJphurea ,  both  robust  plants  about  two  feet  in  height, 
one  white  and  the  other  sulphur  yellow  flowers,  followed  by  fruits 
consisting  of  large  globular  heads  of  feathered  achines.  I  know 
of  no  plants  so  impatient  of  being  disturbed  when  once  they  have 
been  planted  on  the  rock  bordei".  These  two  rarely  survive 
moving,  excepting  in  the  young  state. 

Apennina,  a  bright  blue  species,  with  hlanda,  the  Greek  form  of 
it.  Ranuncidoides,  a  wood-loving  species,  and  doubtful  native  of 
this  country,  of  a  bright  yellow  and  deeply  sected  foliage.  Fulgens 
gnvci,  from  the  Morea,  is  a  variety  of  the  south  of  'Fvawcc  frdg ens, 
but  much  largei-  flowers  and  brighter  colour.  Eohinsoniana,  an 
American  variety  of  our  wood  anemone,  with  large,  pale,  purplish- 
blue  flower.s,  produced  in  great  abundance  from  established  plants. 
Pulsatilla^  or  pasque  flower,  of  a  deep  rich  purple,  clothed  witli 
long  silky  hairs,  the  carpels  terminating  in  a  curious  feathery 
tuft;    found    in    several    places    in     England,    on    chalk    hills. 
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Pratensis,  an  allied  species  from  central  France  with  its  variety. 
Nigracaus,  the  officinal  plant  of  homoeopathic  tincture.  Palmata, 
both  yellow  and  white,  from  the  Peninsula,  the  former  with  dark 
e^reen  palmate  leaves,  scarcely  rising  above  the  soil.  Veryialu^,  a 
rock-loving  species  from  the  high  Alps,  with  white  flowers  flushed 
with  purple,  and  brown  silky  hairs  on  the  calyx.  Japoriica,  both 
red  and  white,  introduced  from  Japan  about  fifty  years  ago,  and 
now  well  known  to  all  plant  collectors,  well  suited  for  smoky  town 
gardens;  these  form  but  a  portion  of  this  genus,  all  but  the  two 
last  being  spring  flowering.  Pliny  tells  us  that  "  the  name 
Anemone  was  given  because  the  flowers  never  open  except  the 
wind  doth  blow."  I  now  pass  on  to  Felworts  (as  Gerard  calls 
Gentians) ;  these  are  all  worthy  of  cultivation.  I  found  in  the 
Engadine,  in  addition  to  latea,  that  punctata  and  purpurea  were 
being  collected  for  the  sake  of  the  roots  ;  the  two  latter  appeared 
more  intensely  bitter  than  Intea.  The  roots  of  Gentian  contain  no 
starch,  sugar  and  pectin  taking  its  place.  In  the  Engadine  and 
Tyrol  they  are  heaped  up  in  large  clamps  before  they  are  sub- 
mitted to  fermentation  and  afterwards  to  distillation  of  an  aromatic 
much-prized  spirit.  Considering  the  very  slow  increase  of  these 
plants  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  in  many  places  they  have 
become  scarce.  Indeed,  in  many  parts  of  the  Tyrol  they  have 
almost  disappeared.  We  must  also  remember  the  many  tons  of 
the  dried  roots  which  are  yearly  exported  for  pharmaceutical 
purposes  all  over  the  world.  In  our  garden  flowers  we  must  not 
forget  acaulis,  with  its  cushions  of  glossy  foliage  and  intense  blue 
upright  bell-shaped  blossoms;  Bavarlca,  with  small  box-shaped 
leaves  and  brilliant  sky-blue  flowers  ;  verna,  a  rare  indigenous 
specie.s,  but  frequent  on  all  the  high  Alps,  with  dense  growth  and 
bright  blue  white-eye's  blooms,  with  a  number  of  others,  all  of 
which  commend  themselves  to  our  notice.  Of  Rue  Worts,  Fraxi- 
nella  or  Dictamnus,  a  native  of  Germany,  not  the  Dictamnus  of 
old  writers,  which  was  an  Origanum  from  Candia  and  Crete. 
Gerard  says,  speaking  of  Fraxinella,  "  that  it  is  a  very  rare  and 
gallant  plant."  This  I  can  fully  endorse,  and  consider  it  one  of 
the  best  and  oldest  of  our  border  plants.  It  is  found  both  red 
and  white,  and  instances  are  known  where  it  has  outlived  three 
generations  of  a  family  without  much  increase  of  the  plant.  It  is 
readily  groAvn  from  seeds,  which  have  the  faculty  of  frequently 
lying  dormant  in  the  ground  before  germinating.  When  this 
plant  is  in  flower,  after  a  warm,  dry  day,  by  putting  a  lighted 
match  to  the  inflorescence  it  becomes  a  sheet  of  flame ;    this   is 
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caused  bj  the  large  amount  of  essential  oil  secreted  in  the  flowers, 
hence  the  name  given  to  it  of  "  The  Burning  Bush." 

Crocus  and  snowdrops  ;  the  former  is  of  chief  interest  to  florists 
for  its  several  vai-ieties  of  vermis,  and  also  for  many  autumn  and 
winter  flowering  species.  We  have  several  doubtful  natives  of 
this  genus,  but  I  think  we  must  consider  they  have  been  all  intro- 
duced, though  Gei'ai'd  says,  "  The  Saffron  crocus  grows  plentifully 
in  Cambridgeshire,  Saffron  Walden,  and  many  other  places  there- 
abouts as  corn  in  the  fields."  He  must  have  meant,  I  think,  that 
it  was  cultivated.  Crocus  sativus  has  a  thick  fleshy  corm,  hardly 
to  be  distinguished  from  that  of  vernus,  except  that  the  covering- 
scales  are  more  netted.  Its  primitive  home  is  doubtful,  having 
been  in  cultivation  fi'om  very  early  times.  It  is  mentioned  by 
Homer,  Hippocrates,  and  Virgil,  and  was  introduced  into  this 
country  in  Edward  the  Third's  reign,  and  for  many  years  largely 
exported  to  the  Continent.  It  was  grown  in  Essex  for  about  200 
years,  and  then  slowly  dropped  out  of  cultivation  ;  Spain  has  the 
monopoly  of  it  now.  I  have  flowered  it  in  my  own  garden  in  dry, 
sandy  soil,  but  have  never  been  able  to  keep  it  more  than  one  or 
two  seasons.  Under  the  name  oi  Leucojum  precox  nnnus,  Gerard 
has  our  snowdrops,  which  he  calls  the  bulbous  Aaolet.  He  has 
also  another  variety,  the  Bysantiue  eax'ly  bulbous  violet ;  this  is 
doubtless  the  one  we  have  of  recent  introduction,  and  known  as 
the  Crimean  snowdrop,  which  he  so  correctly  figured  in  his 
"  Herbal."  The  bulb  and  the  two  broad  leaves,  with  the  charac- 
teristic lines  in  the  middle,  give  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  the 
plant;  besides,  he  says,  "  and  Clusius  calls  it  the  greater  early 
Constantinopolitan  bulbous  violet." 

The  Iris  naturally  claims  our  atitention,  not  that  the  plants  are 
of  any  particular  medicinal  value,  but  r^her  from  the  great 
variety  of  this  genus,  all,  without  exception,  being  beautiful  and 
interesting  plants.  They  are  nearly  all  quite  hardy,  and  most  of 
them  readily  grown  in  town  gardens.  They  are  native  all  through 
the  temperate  zones.  Ilobiusoniana,  from  Lord  Howe's  Island,  is  an 
exception,  being  half  hardy.  This  plant  seems  to  defy  almost  all 
att(;mpts  to  bloom  it  in  tliis  country.  At  Kew  it  has  flowered  in  the 
temperate  house,  but  excepting  this  one  instance  I  do  not  know  of 
any  other.  The  Oriis  of  commerce  is  supposed  to  be  obtained 
from  Iris  Florentina,  an  cai-ly  variety  with  lovely  white,  sweet- 
scented  flower.s,  but  2Mlltda  and  the  other  varieties  of  the  German 
Iris  are  dried  in  the  same  way  for  perfumery  uses.  Our  earliest 
species,  hislrio,  from   the  slopes  of    the   Lebanon,  commences  to 
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bloom  in  the  open  ground  in  February.  It  is  soon  succeeded  by 
its  close  ally  reticulata,  with  its  delicate  violet  perfume,  and 
several  other  rare  species  from  the  same  source.  Unfoi-tunately 
these  Asia  Minor  Irises  have  (although  but  recently  introduced) 
become  affected  with  a  fungoid  growth  which  has  the  appearance 
of  a  blue  mould.  It  rapidly  destroys  the  corm,  leaving  only  a  diy 
dust-like  powder.  All  forms  of  bulbous  Irises  are  subject  to  this 
form  of  disease.  Iris  tectorum,  growing  on  thatched  roofs  of 
Japanese  houses,  requires,  as  may  be  supposed,  a  dry  situation  for 
its  success  ;  but  the  Iris  of  Japan  is  kcemferi,  a  splendid  plant  with 
numerous  varieties,  requires  the  margin  of  a  pool  or  boggy  ground. 
My  friend,  the  late  H.  B.  Brady,  told  me  that  he  had  seen  a  Jap 
artizan  employing  his  midday  resting  time  sitting  under  a  largo 
umbrella  gazing  at  his  patch  of  koimferi  in  full  bloom.  Siberica, 
as  its  name  implies,  a  Siberian  species,  with,  grass-like  foliage  and 
great  variations  of  colour.  Susiana,  or  "  the  widow  Iris,"  witli 
its  large  black-netted  bloom  heads,  is  well  worth  the  care  and 
attention  it  requires.  Orientalis  saiiguinea  is  one  of  the  best  garden 
species  ;  the  buds  are  red,  hence  the  second  half  of  its  specific 
name.  Under  the  name  of  Xiphium,  or  Spanish  Iris,  a  bulbous 
species,  which  has  been  cultivated  in  this  country  for  more  than 
800  years,  we  have  a  well-known  favourite,  with  flowers  varying 
from  white  to  yellow  and  blue,  one  of  the  best  species  to  grow  in 
all  private  gardens.  Allied  to  it  we  have  Iris  Anglicci  Xiphioii 
LatifoUam,  of  more  robust  habit  than  the  former.  This,  also,  has 
every  variation  of  shade  in  the  three  colours.  These  few  I  have 
enumerated  do  not  form  a  tithe  of  this  most  interesting  family. 

A  few  words  on  "  Daffodils  that  come  before  the  swallow  dares 
and  take  the  winds  of  Mai'ch  with  beautj^"  They  are  favourites 
everywhere,  and  with  everybody.  Our  old  herbalist,  Gerard,  has  a 
good  knowledge  of  them,  and  several  of  the  plates  in  the  "Herbal" 
are  drawn  with  great  care  and  fidelity,  especially  those  of  the  re- 
Hexed  or  triandrus  section.  Since  his  time,  and  especially  of  late 
years,  they  have  multiplied  ten-fold,  both  in  species  and  varieties. 
Indeed,  so  varied  are  they  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
former  or  to  trace  the  parentage  of  the  latter.  The  southern  part 
of  Europe  furnishes  us  with  the  chief  of  this  genus,  although 
monophyllns,  and  a  few  others  little  known,  come  from  Northern 
Africa,  near  Oran.  This  white-hooped  petticoat  Narcissus  {onoiw- 
Ijhyllus)  blooms  at  Christmas  under  glass.  In  the  Pyrenees,  the 
whole  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy  we  find  them  abundant,  both 
in   low-lying  pastures  and  high  upland    slopes  reaching  to  the 
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snow,  as  in  the  Gerez  and  Estrella  in  Portugal.  Tliey  are  con- 
veniently divided  into  three  sections,  the  Majus  coronata,  which 
includes  the  Ajax,  of  which  the  native  pseudo  Narcissus  of  our 
English  woods  is  a  fitting  type— this  group  also  includes  all  the 
Corbularia,  which  are  the  hoop  petticoat  or  Medusa's  Trumpet ; 
next  we  have  the  medio  coronata,  with  chalice-shaped  crown  or 
cup,  half  as  long  as  the  divisions  of  the  perianth,  this  also  includes 
all  the  Triandrus  or  Ganymedes ;  lastly,  the  parvi  coronata,  known 
as  the  small  crowned  Daffodil,  or  true  Narcissus  ;  these  have  the 
crown  less  than  half  as  long  as  the  divisions  of  the  perianth  ; 
amongst  these  we  also  have  the  Jonquils,  as  also  all  the  rush-leaved 
section  and  the  Tazetta,  or  buncli  flowered  Narcissus.  Unfortu- 
nately many  of  the  best  varieties,  especially  the  white  flowered, 
are  subject  to  the  daffodil  disease,  the  result  of  fungoid  growth, 
and  one  which  has  baffled  the  attempts  of  the  florist  to  eradicate ; 
this  disease  has  been  but  little  studied,  but  its  effects  are  most 
disastrous.  It  appears  in  the  first  season  as  a  dark  brown  thumb- 
like mark  on  the  sides  of  the  bulb.  The  next  year,  in  addition  to 
that,  we  find  the  rootlets  are  but  ill-formed,  and  in  some  entirely 
wanting.  The  third  year  the  top  of  the  bulb  becomes  spongy, 
producing  no  blossom;  then  the  end  has  come.  The  only  remedy 
T  have  found  efficacious  is  to  take  up  the  roots  every  season, 
thoroughly  drying  them  for  a  few  weeks,  this  giving  them  com- 
plete rest.  This  seems  a  natural  course  when  we  remember  that 
in  their  native  habitats  these  bulbs  become  almost  dust-dry  in  the 
summer  months.  In  the  diseased  bulbs  I  have  tried  with  marked 
success  dusting  them  with  fresh  lime.  This  acts  in  the  same 
manner  as  sulphate  of  copper,  arsenic  or  other  germicides. 

I  had  intended  to  carry  this  subject  much  further,  but  the  field 
is  so  Avide  that  I  will  not  trespass  upon  your  forbearance  any 
longer,  and  I  feel  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  you  all  to  take  the 
same  interest  in  this  subject  as  myself.  A  love  of  plants  is  inborn, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are  placed  in  life  foster 
naturally  such  a  taste.  Still,  avc  must  all  allow  that  even  a  very 
supei'ficial  knowledge  of  botany  will  much  enhance  the  pleasures 
both  of  home  and  foreign  travel. 


Mr.  Frrz-Huun  (Nottingham)  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  President  for  his  address.  lie  also  took  the  opportunity,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee,  to  say  how  much  they  were 
indebted  to  the  local   chemists    fur   their    assistance   in    making 
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arrangements  fur  giving  a  good  welcome  to  the  Conference.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  when  printed  the  President's  address  would  be 
read  with  much  pleasure  and  profit. 

Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  seconded  the  motion,  and  also  said  he 
was  charged  by  Mr.  Young,  of  Edinboro',  to  express  his  deep  regret 
at  being  unable  to  be  present,  and  his  hope  that  the  meeting  would 
be  a  great  success. 

The  resolution  was  put  by  Mr.  Fitz-Hugh,  and  carried  by 
acclamation. 

The  Piu:8ini:\T,  in  responding,  thanked  the  members  for  their 
attention,  and  for  their  appreciation  of  his  modest  effort.  When 
he  was  apprenticed,  his  master,  a  friend,  used  to  say  to  him  : — 
*'  Depend  upon  it,  Octavius,  thy  love  of  plants  will  never  lead  thee 
to  any  good,"  but  the  present  meeting  did  not  at  all  tend  to  verify 
that  prophecy. 

REPORT   OF   THE   UNOFFICIAL   FORMULARY 
COMMITTEE. 

The  following  report  was  read  by  Mr.  Naylok  : — 

To  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  Session. 

The  revision  of  several  of  the  old,  and  the  introduction  of  some 
new  formulce  have  had  the  attention  of  the  Formulary  Committee 
since  my  last  repoi-t,  and  as  some  of  them  have  required  careful 
<;heraical  investigations,  which,  as  will  be  observed,  have  resulted 
in  the  production  of  papers  for  the  Conference,  the  Committee 
has  deferred  the  issue  of  a  new  formulary  until  these  have  under- 
gone full  discussion. 

W.  Martindale,  Chairman  of  the  Formulary  Committee. 


The  reading  of  papers  was  then  proceeded  with. 

A  REPORT  ON  COTO  BARK.     Part  I. 
By  W.  Elp.orxk,  B.A.Cantab.,  F.L.S. 

The  following  communication  results  from  inquiries  instituted 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  botanical  origin  of  coto  bark. 

In  the  Unofficial  Formulary  of  the  Briti-sh  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference,^ coto  bark  is  described  as  follows  :  "  A  bark  of  unknown 

'  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy  and  Transactions  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  1888. 
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origin,  obtained  from  Bolivia,  in  flat  or  curved  pieces  about  1 
centimeti-e  in  thickness,  and  of  variable  length.  The  taste  is 
aromatic  and  very  biting.  The  transverse  section  is  of  a  cinna- 
mon-brown colour  externally,  and  darker  towards  the  inner  sur- 
face." This  bark,  however,  very  seldom  appears  in  commerce ;  a 
bark,  nevertheless,  very  similar  to  it  in  colour,  extei'nal  appear- 
ance, and  texture,  is  more  regularly  met  with,  but  it  does  not 
contain  cotoin,  the  active  principle  of  the  true  coto  bark.  This 
moi-e  frequently  occurring  bark,  so  closely  allied  in  appearance 
to  the  trae  bark,  is  assumed  to  be  yielded  by  a  tree  belonging 
to  the  same  genus  as  the  plant  yielding  the  true  bark,  and  has 
been  designated  paracoto  bark,  but  its  botanical  origin  is  likewise 
unknown. 

E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  in  one  of  his  circulars  (1887),  remarks 
as  follows :  "  It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the  real  coto 
bark  is  very  seldom  obtainable  ;  whatever  appears  in  the  market 
is  para  bark.^  The  outside  appearance  of  both  kinds  is  almost 
the  same,  and  it  is  only  by  ascertaining  the  presence  of  cotoin 
and  paracotoin  that  tlie  difference  is  found.  Cotoin,  first  isolated 
by  Hesse,  is  a  crystallizable  substance  of  the  composition 
^22^iH^6  ;  soluble  with  difliculty  in  cold  water,  easilj'  soluble  in 
hot  water,  alcohol,  and  etlier.  Concentrated  nitric  acid  dissolves 
it,  giving  a  hk)0(l-i'ed  solution.  In  the  pai-acoto  bai'k,  a  too 
i-eadily  crystallizable  substance  of  less  active  properties  is  found, 
which  is  called  paracotoin.  This  preparation,  which  corresponds 
with  the  formula  Cjc,Hi20(;,  turns  yellow  with  nitric  acid,  and  is 
less  soluble  than  true  cotoin.  These  substances  therefore  stand  to 
each  other  in  the  same  relation  as  quinine  to  cinchonine.  The 
other  ingredients  of  coto  bark  are  without  any  valuable  proper- 
ties." 

In  a  private  letter  dated  November  10,  1889,  Mr.  E.  Merck 
informed  me  that  the  genuine  coto  bark  is  found,  it  is  understood, 
in  Amazonas,  a  province  of  Brazil. 

A. 

Among  the  results  of  my  inquii-ies  regarding  coto  is  the  follow- 
ing : — In  1885  I  forwarded  to  my  cousin  at  Bogota,  among  other 
drugs  for  identification,  some  genuine  coto  bark.  The  following 
is  abstracted  from  his  letter  in  reply  : — 

'  For  a  description  of  paracota  bark,  cotoin.  ami  paracotoiu,  vide  Pharin. 
Journ.,  [3],  vii.,  pp.  495,  lOl'J  ;  x.,  pp.  521,  541. 
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Santa  Fe  de  Bogota, 

U.S.  Colombia, 

South  America, 
Sept.  17,  18SG. 
.  .  .  .  As  for  the  coto  bark,  no  one  here  has  ever  heard  of 
such  a  name  for  bark,  but  a  botanist  out  hei-e,  to  whom  I  have 
shown  it,  recognised  it  as  canelo  bark,  and  says  it  is  yielded  by  a 
tree  called  Drimys.  The  same  person  says  that  the  Drimys  grows 
on  the  coast  of  this  country,  and  of  Venezuela  .  .  .  Coto  in 
Spanish  means  rjoitre}  Yours,  etc., 

F.  F.  Newcome. 

Upon  reference  to  a  Spanish  dictionary  I  found  that  the  word 
"canelo"  was  the  Spanish  for  cinnamon,  and  under  the  word 
"canelon,"  "a  kind  of  bastard  cinnamon  growing  in  Bogota,  com- 
monly called  Canelon  de  Santa  F,i.'"^ 

The  following  are  other  references  from  works  on  materia 
medica  : — Canelo,  "  the  name  of  a  bark  brought  from  Chili  by 
Dombey,  belonging  to  a  variety  of  Drimys  Winteri  (natural  order 
Magnoliacefe)."  ■^ 

"  Le  Drimijs  magnolia'folia  a  aussi  I'ecorce  aromatique,  et  appelee 
Canelo  par  les  Espagnols ;  elle  appartient  au  D.  punctata,  d'apres 
d'autres."  '^ 

Canelo,  "  Drimys  magnolicefoUa  D.  granatensis,  and  two  other 
species  not  well  known."  ^  Daniel  Hanbury,  in  his  classical  paper 
on  "  Cortex  Winteranus,"  ^  alludes  to  it  as  follows :  "  Drimys 
Winteri,  Forst.,  is,  however,  widely  distributed,  for  according  to 
J.    D.    Hooker    ('Flora  Antartica,'  part  II.,   p.    229),    on   whose 

*  Goto  bark  has  been  used  in  this  country  for  that  affection.  W.E. : — "I 
may  add  that  I  suggested  its  use  in  a  case  of  exhaustive  and  uncontrollable 
diarrhffia  in  one  of  the  graver  forms  of  exophthalmic  goitre,  which  I  saw  in  con- 
sultation with  my  friend  Dr.  Chaning  Pearse,  of  Brixton ;  and  he  has  since 
informed  me  that  it  not  only  arrested  the  diarrhcea,  but  also  appeared  to  have 
a  remarkable  influence  in  allaying  the  distressing  nervous  phenomena  asso- 
ciated with  the  case.  I  am  quite  sure  that  coto  bark  is  a  valuable  remedy  which 
ought  rapidly  to  come  into  general  use." — J  Burney  Yeo,  M.D.,  Practitioner, 
Oct.,  1879. 

'^  Neuman  and  Baretti's  "  Dictionary  of  the  Spanish  and  English  Languages." 
Edited  by  M.  Seoane,  M.D.    4th  ed. 

3  Dictionnaire  Uniccrsel  de  Matiere  Medicale  (Merat  and  de  Lens).  Paris, 
1830. 

•*  Loc.  cit. 

5  "  A  Supplement  to  the  Pharmacopceia."  By  S.  F.  Gray.  5th  edition. 
London,  1832. 

"  "  Science  Papers."  London,  1876  (translated  from  the  original  paper  in 
Neues  Repertorium  fiir  Pharniacie,  Band  xh,  Heft  6,  p.  211). 
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opinion  1  lay  great  weight  in  questions  of  this  nature,  the  species 
known  as  Brimys  chiliensis,  DC,  B.  grawitensis,  Linn.,  fil.,  and  D. 
Mexicana,  DC,  are  only  forms  of  one  and  the  same  plant.  We 
also  know  for  certainty  that  Winter's  bark  is  not  collected  in  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  ;  that  the  same  is  collected  on  the  contrary, 
and  moreover  is  in  use,  in  Chili,  where  it  is  known  as  canelo,  as 
also  in  New  Granada  and  Mexico." 

The  above  quotations  show,  therefore,  that  canelo  is  a  drug 
intimately  associated  with  the  genus  Briinys,  and  that  the  Bogota 
district  is  noted  for  a  certain  kind  known  as  "  Canelan  de  Santa 
Fe."  I  send  genuine  coto  bark  to  Bogota,  where  it  is  recognised 
as  being  canelo,  and  the  question  naturally  arises — Is  coto  bark 
the  recognised  Canelan  de  Santa  Fe  ?  This  question  T  cannot 
answer  at  present,  having  only  quite  recently  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  existence  of  such  a  bark  (4th  edition  of  Spanish 
dictionary,  already  quoted). 

Being  familiar  Avith  the  specimens  of  true  Winter's  bai"k  (a  very 
rare  drug,^  seldom  met  with  outside  museums)  as  occurring  in  the 
collections  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  London  and  the  Ecole 
Superieure  de  Pharmacie  de  Paris,  I  did  not  attach  undue  signi- 
ficance to  my  Bogota  correspondent's  communication,  from  the 
fact  that  neither  coto  nor  paracoto  bark  possessed  the  histological 
sti'ucture  of  Winter's  bark  (coto  barks  possess  a  conspicuously 
fibrous  fracture,  Winter's  bark  a  short  earthy  fracture,  both, 
however,  a  reddish  brown  colour  and  a  burning  taste).  Further- 
more, discovering  the  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  the  tei'm 
canelo  ~  (canelhi,  Lat.,  canelle,   Fr.,  canela,   Ital.)  was  ajiplied  to 

'  "  Although  the  bark  of  Drimys  was  never  imported  as  an  article  of  trade 
from  Ma^'ellau's  Straits,  it  has  in  recent  times  been  occasionally  bronght  into 
the  market  from  other  parts  of  South  America,  where  it  is  in  very  general  use. 
Yet  so  little  are  drug  dealers  acquainted  with  it,  that  its  true  name  and  origin 
have  seldom  been  recognised.  We  have  seen  it  oilered  in  a  drug  sale  at  one 
time  as  '  Pepper  Bark,'  at  another  as  '  Cinchona.'  Even  Mutis  thought  it  a 
cinchona,  and  called  it  Kinhiiui  urens  !  .  .  .  It  is  a  stimulating  tonic  and 
antiscorbutic,  now  almost  obsolete  in  Europe.  It  is  much  used  in  Brazil 
and  other  parts  of  South  America  as  a  remedy  in  diarrhoea  and  gastric  debility  " 
("  I'harmacographia,"  Eliickiger  and  Hanbury,  Loudon,  187'J). 

-  Canela  de  ema,  Arundo  Fliraiimites,  L. 

Caiiella,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Laurus  Cinnnmomnm,  L. 

Canella  blanca.  Span,  and  Port,  for  Candla  allxi,  Murr. 

Canella  do  brejo  (Kio),  Spun,  and  Port,  for  Talauma  ovata,  St.  Hil.  (Mag- 
noliacea,'). 

Canella  do  brejo  (St.  Catharina),  Span,  and  Port,  for  Nectandra  leucotlujrsa, 
Mss. 

Canella  do  funcho.  Span,  and  Port,  for  Meapilodajyhne  Sassafras,  Mss. 

Cauella  de  Ceylon,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Ciunamomum  zeylanicum. 
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designate  substances  of  a  j>ungent  and  spicy  nature,  I  regarded 
Avitli  much  diffidence  the  clue  of  coto  being  known  in  Bogota  as 
"  canelo,"  and  in  consequence  abandoned  it. 

Strange  to  sav,  however,  a  subsequent  yet  totally  different  line 
of  inquiry  (to  be  considered  below  in  section  B)  led  me  again  to 
the  same  perplexing  result,  viz.,  Drimys  ;  this  accordingly  neces- 
sitated my  resuming  the  subject  of  canelo,  and  I  found  that  a 
French  author  had  recently  been  involved  in  a  canella  embarrass- 
ment. In  a  most  interesting  and  elaborate  thesis  ^  on  coto  bark, 
Mons.  Laborde  states  as  follows  :  "  I  ought  here  to  speak  of  a 
Lauraceous  (?  W.E.)  bark  known  as  Canella  amargosa,  which  M. 
Sanpaio,  a  pharmacist  at  Yaccarchy  (Brazil)  has  had  the  kindness 
to  forward  me,  and  which  in  that  country  is  regarded  as  a  coto. 
After  having  studied  its  histological  structure,  1  find  in  it  many 
points  of  resemblance  to  the  bark  of  Coto-verum ;  nevertheless,  it 
cannot  be  confounded  with  it  on  account  of  its  thick  suberous 
layer  and  absence  of  sclerenchyma  beneath  the  suber."  Being 
desirous  of  inspecting  this  Canella  amargosa  bark,  I  wrote  to  both 
M.  Laborde  and  M.  Sanpaio  requesting  a  small  specimen  of  the 
same,  but  some  years  have  elapsed  without  reply.  I  would  here 
draw  attention  to  a  couple  of  references  alluding  to  a  region  in 
Ecuador,  in  proximity  to  the  districts  actually  yielding  the  true 
coto,  mentioned  as  yielding  canelo.  In  the  Hanbury  collection  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Museum  there  ai"e  specimens  of  the 
bark  and  calyx  (labelled  Ishpingo)  of  a  tree  yielded  from  the 
above  district;  they,  however,  jDOSsess  no  resemblance  to  coto,  and 
the  tree  yielding  them  is  still  unknown  to  science  (cf  "  Pharma- 
cographia,"  p.  534).^ 

Canella  do  mato,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Llnaria  aromatica,  Arrud. 
Canella  mulatinha,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Nectandia  ainara,  Meiss. 
Canella  loedorenta,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Nectandra  iiii/iianthu,  Meiss. 
Canella  jireta,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Nectandra  mollis,  Nees. 
Canella  j)arda,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Arjathophyllum  aromaticum,  L. 
Canella  sassafras,  Span,  and  Port,  for  Mespilodaphne  indecora,  Mss. 
Canella  de  veado,  iSpan.  and  Port,  for  Actlnostemum  lanceolatuin,  Fr.  Allem. 
— Peckolt,  Fharm.  Journ.,  Aug.  4,  1883. 

1  "  Etude  des  Ecorces  de  Coto,"  par  .J.  Laborde.  Paris  :  J.  B.  Bailliere  et 
Fils,  1886.  [This  work  (40  pages)  contains  good  engravings  of  transverse 
sections  of  coto,  j^aracoto  and  canella  amargosa  barks.] 

2  "History  of  the  Conquest  of  Peru"  (W.  H.  Prescott),  vol.  ii.,  p.  142. 
London,  1847.  A  cheap  edition  of  this  work  (containing  a  map  showing  the 
above  district)  has  recently  been  reprinted  by  Messrs.  Koutledge,  edited  by 
.John  F.  Kirk,  1890.  Stanford's  "  Compendium  of  Geography  and  Travel, 
Central  America  "  (H.  W.  Bates),  p.  215.  London,  1882.  [In  a  chapter 
devoted  to  S.  American  tribes  and  languages  (page  510)  Cotos  is  alluded  to  as 
"  a  tribe  of  the  Amazon  group,  left  bank  of  the  Lower  Napo."] 
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B. 

At  the  sixtj'-second  ineetinj^  of  the  Deutscher  Naturf orscher  und 
Aerzte,  hehl  at  Heidelberg'  in  188-4,  there  Avas  exhibited  bj  a 
Continental  cheraical  linn  of  repute  a  collection  of  fine  chemicals 
and  active  principles  of  rare  plants,  among  which  latter  were  the 
following  specimens  of  coto  derivatives : — 

Xo.  15.  Cotoin  aus  der  Bolivia-Rinde,  C22HigOg. 

„  16.  Cotoin  aus  der  Venezuela- Rinde. 

,,  17.  Dicotoin,  C^^Hg^^Ojj. 

„  18.  Paracotoin,  CigHjoU^. 

„  19.  Hydrocotoin,  CisHj^^O^. 

„  2U.  Leucotin,  C34H32OJ11. 

,,  21.  Oxyleucotin,  Cg^HooOjo. 

Samples  of  the  raw  materials  from  which  the  various  plant  deri- 
vatives had  been  isolated  were  also  exhibited,  including  the  barks 
corresponding  to  the  above-mentioned  two  samples  of  cotoin. 
Desirous  of  increasing  my  stock  of  coto  specimens,  I  obtained 
possession  of  these  cotoins  (Nos.  15  and  IG)  and  their  correspond- 
ing barks  :  the  "  Bolivia-Rinde  "  was  genuine  coto  bark,  whereas 
the  "  Venezuela-Rinde "  was  a  fine  sample  of  Winter's  bark 
(Drimys  Wiuteri,  var.  granateusis),  it  being  labelled  "  Coto-Rinde 
von  Merida  (Los  Andes)  Venezuela."  This  Venezuela  so-called 
cotoin  having  been  subsequently  obtained  in  exceedingly  fine 
sulphur-yellow  transparent  crystals,  the  head  of  the  firm,  in  con- 
sideration of  my  interest  in  the  subject,  kindly  forwarded  me, 
unsolicited,  a  glass  tube  full  of  these  fine  crystals  (value  15s.)  for 
my  inspection  ;  on  their  return  journey,  however,  they  got  lost  in 
the  post. 

The  dissimilarity  in  structure  between  coto  and  Drimys  barks 
having  already  been  commented  upon,  the  next  point  to  be  deter- 
mined was  whether  the  so-called  Venezuela  cotoin  (No.  16)  was 
actually  cotoin.*  In  taste  and  physical  appearance  it  resembled 
cotoin ;  its  qualitative  reactions  were  found  to  correspond  with 
the  published  reactions  of  cotoin,^  and  it  possessed  exactly  the 
same  melting-point,  viz.  130°  C. 

In  1890  a  careful  quantitative  analysis  was  kindly  undertaken 
by  my  colleague  (at  Owens  College,  Manchester),  Julius  B.  Cohen, 
IMi.D.,  at  that  time  Assistant  Lecturer  on  Chemistry.     In  a  letter 

'  Winter's  bark  has  not  yet  been  cbcinically  investigated. 
■^  I'liurm.Journ.,  [3],  vol.  x.,  5:11. 
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dated  May  8,  1890,  he  writes  :  "  Your  substance  (Venez.  cotoin) 
has  been  analysed  with  the  following  results :  the  compound 
corresponds  to  C;H,;Oo  almost  exactly.  No  doubt  this  number 
should  be  multiplied  by  a  factor."  These  numbers  multiplied  by 
three  give  the  formula  C2iHigOg.  These  results  are  sufficiently 
interesting  to  warrant  an  extended  investigation  of  this  portion  of 
the  subject,  Avbich  I  hope  in  due  course  to  be  able  to  pursue.  At 
the  same  time  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  materia 
medica  we  have  several  instances  of  genera  widely  separated 
yielding  products  chemically  identical,  so  that  the  possible  estab- 
lishment of  any  chemical  connection  between  the  active  principles 
of  coto  and  Winter's  bark  would  not  prove  any  botanical  connec- 
tion between  the  plants  yielding  them;  in  consideration  of  the 
commercial  confusion  of  the  two  barks  in  question  the  facts 
elicited  are,  nevertheless,  sufficiently  remarkable. 

The  subject  of  this  particular  Venezuela  bark  having  been  in- 
troduced at  an  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(London,  December,  1890),  the  following  remarks,  made  by  Mr. 
E.  M.  Holmes,  are  very  opportune :  "  Among  the  specimens  pre- 
sented to  the  ]\Iuseum  was  a  specimen  of  bark  and  leaves  of  a  tree 
called  '  coto  '  in  Venezuela.  These  had  been  examined  in  Bei-lin 
and  found  to  be  those  of  Drimys  Winteri,  var.  granatensis,  and  a 
statement  had  been  published  in  a  German  journal  to  the  effect 
that  this  tree  was  the  source  of  coto  bark.  But  this  so-called  coto 
bark  came  from  Venezuela,  and  was  quite  a  different  drug  to  the 
coto  and  paracoto  bai'ks  of  commerce,  although  it  had  like  them  a 
hot  or  pungent  taste.  The  true  coto  bark  came  from  the  same 
districts  as  the  coquetta  cinchona  bark,  and  the  paracoto  from  the 
banks  of  the  Mapiri  river.  The  structure  of  these  bai^ks  was 
quite  different  from  that  of  Drimys  granatensis,  and  if  a  guess 
might  be  hazarded,  was  probably  lauraceous  rather  than  magnoli- 
aceous.  The  name  '  coto  '  was  also  applied  to  a  rubiaceous  tree  in 
Brazil,  Palicurea  densijlora.  Indeed,  the  native  name  of  a  drug  in 
South  America  was  not  the  slightest  guide  to  its  botanical  source, 
except  in  the  particular  district  where  it  was  used.  In  another 
province  the  same  name  was  frequently  applied  to  a  totally 
different  plant."  ^ 

Having  applied  to  the  museum  department  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  for  any  information  that  could  be  supplied  me  on  the 
subject  of  coto,  I  received  the  following  reply  : — 

'  Pharm.  Journ.,  December  13,  1890. 
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"  July  28,  1893. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Elborne, — There  are  two  or  three  specimens  of  coto 
bark  in  the  museum  which  possess  so  much  interest  that  I  had 
thought  when  cataloguing  the  Haubury  materia  medica  collection 
to  make  a  note  concerning  them.  As,  however,  you  are  investi- 
o-atino-  the  botanical  source  of  coto  bark,  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
giving  you  the  details  I  possess. 

"  I.  There  is  in  Dr.  Pereii-a's  collection  of  materia  medica  the 
following  note  in  his  writing  appended  to  a  specimen  in  his  series 
of  cinchona  barks  : — '  Bark  having  a  strong  flavour  of  spice  and 
pepper,  brought  in  the  ship  Salem  from  Santa  Marta  (New 
Granada)  with  serons  or  bales  of  cinchona  bark,  May,  1852,  con- 
signed to  Mildred  (?)  and  Co.,  9,  New  Broad  Street.'  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  have  spelt  the  name  of  the  consignee  correctly,  as  the 
w^riting  is  not  quite  clear. 

"  This  bark  is  the  kind  we  now  know  as  genuine  coto  bark. 

"  II.  In  the  Hanbury  collection  of  materia  medica  there  are 
three  specimens  of  bark,  labelled  by  Mr.  D.  Hanbury,  '  Cortex 
Paratodo  novus,  (1)  imported  from  Arica  in  1852  ;  (2)  imported 
also  in  1852  ;  (3)  obtained  in  Bogota  by  A.  J.  de  Warcsewicz  and 
sent  to  me  from  Guayaquil.  A.  J.  de  W.  states  that  it  is  a  native 
of  Pamplona,  New  Granada.'  The  1852  specimen  has  the  thick 
character  and  prominently  striated  inner  surface  of  paracotobark. 
The  other  two  specimens  correspond  to  true  coto  bark.  One  of 
the  specimens  of  true  coto  bark  has  the  following  label  attached 
to  it,  in  Mr.  D.  Hanbury's  writing,  '  Cortex  Paratodo  novus,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  J.  Martiny,  who  examined  this  sample  and  said  that 
the  bark  had  not  been  described.  This  specimen  is  from  two 
serons  of  the  bark  imported  from  Arica  and  offered  for  sale  as 
"Winter's  bark  by  C.  L.  Jenkin,  August  21,  1851.  I  think  it  fetched 
2d.  per  lb. — D.H.'  You  will  thus  see  that  coto  apparently  first 
came  into  commerce  in  1851,  and  that  it  was,  even  forty  years 
ago,  confounded  with  Wintei^'s  bark,  a  mistake  that  is  quite 
natural,  since  both  have  a  very  hot  pungent  taste,  and  merchants 
and  brokers  in  those  days  knew  but  little  of  histology.  The 
paratodo  bark  of  Brazil  is  generally  referred  to  Ginnamodendron 
axillare,  ]Mart.,  which  has,  I  think,  nothing  to  do  with  coto  bark, 
although  Ginnamodendron,  like  Drimys,  has  an  exceedingly  hot, 
biting  taste ;  but  a  comparison  of  the  pungent  principle  of 
Ginnamodendron  corticosum  with  that  of  coto  barks  might  prove 
instructive  from  a  chemical  point  of  view. 

"  III.  A  specimen  of  coto  bai-k  from  Venezuela,  with   leaves  of 
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the  tree,  was  presented  a  few  years  ago  by  Dr.  Scluicliardt,  of 
Goerlitz,  as  the  genuine  coto.  An  examination  of  the  specimen 
showed  that  this  Avas  not  true  coto,  but  Winter's  bark,  and  an 
examination  of  the  leaves  confirmed  the  identification. 

"  IV.  During  the  past  week  Dr.  H.  H.  Rusby,  Professor  of 
Botany  and  ^fateria  Medica  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy  in  New 
York,  presented  this  Society  w-ith  a  '  coto  '  bark  and  leaves  of  the 
plant,  obtained  by  his  collector  in  Bolivia.  This  comes  much 
nearer  to  true  coto  bark,  but  has  less  pungency  and  a  distinct 
bitterness,  which  I  Iiave  not  observed  in  genuine  coto  bark.  The 
herbarium  specimen  presented  with  the  bark  consists  only  of 
leaves,  which  Professor  Rusby,  after  a  careful  comparison  at  the 
Kew  Herbarium,  refers  to  the  genus  Aydendrone  (LauracecT?). 

"  With  respect  to  the  histology  of  Winter's  bark,  an  illustration 
of  the  Drimys  Winteri,  var.  Granatensis  (  =  lJ-  Granatensis,  L.),  is 
given  by  Herail  and  Bonnet,  '  Manipulation  de  Botanique  Medi- 
cale '  (p.  215),  pi.  xvi.,  fig.  1. 

"  Yours  very  sincerely,  E.  M.  Holmes." 

From  the  above  it  seems,  therefoi-e,  that  Avhile  "  coto "  bark 
under  that  name  was  introduced  in  1873,  the  bark  itself  came  into 
commerce  under  other  names,  and  was  confounded  with  Winter's 
bark  so  far  back  as  1851. 

0. 

Owing  to  the  predominant  opinion  of  coto  being  yielded  by  a 
lauraceous  plant,  the  discovery  of  any  new  member  of  that  oi'der 
in  proximity  to  the  district  yielding  coto  bark  constitutes  a  desi- 
dei-atum  with  reference  to  the  determination  of  the  botanical 
origin  of  coto.  I  allude  to  the  quite  recent  discovery  of  a  lofty 
evergreen  forest  tree,  a  native  of  the  province  of  Cundinaraarca, 
which  is  not  far  from  Bogota,  and  described  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  June  24,  1893,  by  Dr.  T.  Bayou,  of  the  National  Univer- 
sity at  Bogota,  as  La^incs  giganteus.  The  tree  in  question  is  stated 
to  yield  by  incision  an  aromatic  balsam,  and  the  seeds  to  possess 
a  burning  taste  like  capsicum,  whereas  the  bark  of  the  tree  does 
not  yet  appear  to  have  received  attention. 

In  conclusion,  the  amount  of  active  principles  yielded  by  coto 
and  paracoto  respectively  is  approximately  as  follows  : — 

Coto  bark,  from  1"28  to  1"5  per  cent,  of  cotoin. 

Paracoto  bark,  1"25  per  cent,  of  paracotoin. 
„  „      "012  per  cent,  of  oxyleucotin. 


336  BRITISH    PHARMACEUTICAL    CONFERENCE, 

Paracoto  bark,  -025  per  cent,  of  Icucotln. 

„      -009  per  cent,  of  dibenzoylhydrocotoin. 
„      -008  per  cent,  of  hydrocotoin. 


The  President,  in  inviting  discussion,  said  lie  remembered  some 
fitty  years  ago,  when  he  was  apprenticed  at  Exeter,  a  large  parcel 
of  Lrimys  Winteri  arrived,  which  his  fellow  apprentice,  George 
Dymond,  marked  "  Cabbage  tree  bark,  found  somewhere  to  the 
north  of  Patagonia."  This  paper,  he  thought,  cleared  up  the 
(luestioii  which  in  their  youthful  ignorance  they  wei-e  hardly 
aware  of,  whether  cabbage  tree  bark  and  Winter's  bark  were 
identical.  He  did  not  know  whether  that  parcel  was  still  in 
existence.     If  so,  it  might  still  prove  useful. 

Mr.  Lake  said  he  believed  he  still  had  the  specimen  refei-red 
to,  but  he  had  never  made  any  examination  of  it,  and  could  not 
therefore  add  anything  to  the  information  contained  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  Gerrard  said  he  remembered  some  years  ago  working  at 
a  laro-e  sample  of  what  was  known  as  ordinary  coto  bark,  for  the 
purpose  of  extracting  cotoin.  They  then  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  cotoin  was  a  mixture  of  bodies,  not  a  pure  substance.  He 
fathered  that  the  author  was  of  opinion  that  cotoin  and  para- 
cotoin  were  the  same  substance,  and  if  so  he  should  like  to  ask 
him  if  there  were  any  solvents  which  would  differentiate  them 
from  each  other. 

Mr.  Natlor  said  he  had  understood  from  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Holmes  that  there  was  a  method  of  distinguishing  between  the 
true  cotoin  and  the  paracotoin  bark  by  acting  on  the  crude  drug 
with  nitric  acid.  It  was  interesting  to  know  that  Winter's  bark 
yielded  a  cotoin,  and  although  it  did  not  follow  from  the  analyses 
yet  made  that  it  was  identical  with  cotoin,  it  might  possibly  be 
isomeric  with  it.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  any  experi- 
ments had  been  made  to  see  if  it  had  the  same  physiological  action 
as  cotoin  from  the  true  coto  bark. 

Mr.  ErjiORXi;,  in  reply,  said  the  President's  remarks  about  the 
package  of  Drimys  Winteri  from  Patagonia  were  of  extreme  in- 
terest, and  he  should  hope  to  be  favoured  with  an  inspection  of 
the  bark  in  question.  Mr.  Gerrard  was  no  doubt  correct  in  saying 
that  there  were  two  kinds  of  cotoin  in  commerce,  the  ordinary 
cotoin  being  often  a  mixture ;  but  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  pure  cotoin,   which   crystallized    in  beautifu    largi 
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crystals.  He  certainly  did  not  intend  to  convey  the  impression 
that  cotoin  and  paracotoin  were  identical  substances,  quite  the 
reverse;  in  fact,  the  paracotoin  did  not  contain  the  active  principle 
at  all  ;  it  yielded  a  more  readily  crystallizable  substance  which, 
"was  not  pungent,  was  altogether  distinct  from  cotoin,  and  had  a 
different  formula.  With  nitric  acid  cotoin  gave  a  blood-red  colour, 
and  paracotoin  a  yellow,  and  that  was  a  ready  test  for  distinguish- 
ing the  barks.  Probably  the  best  method  of  making  the  test 
would  be  to  make  an  alcoholic  extract  of  the  bark,  evaporate  to 
dryness,  and  then  apply  the  acid.  The  physiological  action  of  the 
active  principle  yielded  by  the  Venezuela  bark  had  not  yet  been 
tested ;  he  had  only  recently  taken  up  the  matter,  and  as  yet  a 
sufficient  quantity  had  not  been  obtained  to  allow  of  this  to  be 
done.  He  had  only  about  ^  gramme  for  exhibition  at  this  meeting, 
but  he  hoped  at  some  future  time  to  be  able  to  prepare  enough 
for  comparative  experiments  to  be  made. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Elborue  for  his  paper. 


The  next  paper  read  was — 

PHARMACEUTICAL   EDUCATION   IN   NOTTINGHAM. 

By  Professor  Frank  Clowes,  D.Sc,  Lond., 

Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  College,  Nottingham. 

A  request  having  reached  me  from  official  quarters  to  prepare 
a  paper  for  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  meeting  in 
Nottingham,  I  felt  bound  to  make  a  practical  response,  and,  in 
selecting  a  subject,  my  desire  was  that  the  paper  should  treat  of 
something  distinctly  local  in  its  character  and  yet  capable  of 
arousing  general  intei-est  amongst  the  members  of  the  Conference. 
No  subject  appeared  to  possess  these  two  qualifications  in  the 
same  degree  as  that  which  has  been  finally  selected,  and  selected, 
I  may  say,  with  the  full  consent  of  the  deputy-mayor  of  this 
town  and  of  the  energetic  honorary  local  secretary,  to  both  of 
whom  local  pharmaceutical  education  largely  owes  its  develop- 
ment, if  not  its  birth. 

My  acquaintance  with  the  educational  work  carried  on  in 
Nottingham  dates  back  some  twelve  years.  Coming  into  the 
town  as  one  of  the  original  professors  of  the  University  College,  I 
found  more  than  enough  to  do  in  founding  and  organizing  the 
chemical  department  of  that  College.  Of  systematic  chemical 
education  there  had  been   but  little   existent  before  the   College 
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■was  started,  but  that  state  of  things  has  been  improved  upon 
largely  by  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants,  but  largely  also  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  superior  equipment  and  staff  of  the  College, 
and  later  on  of  the  secondary  schools,  provided  the  means  of  im- 
parting chemical  instruction  in  such  a  way  as  had  never  befox'e 
been  possible. 

But  there  had  existed  for  many  years  before  the  foundation  of 
University  College,  an  association  which  practically  corresponded 
to  one  of  the  ancient  trade  guilds — an  association  whose  object 
it  was  to  fully  equip  educationally  the  young  pharmaceutical 
chemist  for  his  future  career.  I  refer  to  the  Nottingham  and 
Xotts'  Chemists'  Association.  Of  tlie  constitution  of  this  Associa- 
tion I  need  say  only  this,  that  it  subsisted  mainly  on  the  funds 
supplied  by  the  master  pharmaceutists  already  established  in  the 
town,  the  money  thus  contributed  being  mainly  spent  on  educat- 
ing their  youthful  assistants  and  apprentices.  The  teaching 
work  was  undertaken  by  members  of  the  Association  best  qualified 
by  their  superior  knoAvledge,  and  by  their  power  of  communicating 
it,  to  educate  the  younger  men,  and  from  all  I  can  hear  the  teach- 
ing and  learning  was  carried  on,  not  only  with  much  regularity 
and  system,  but  also  with  much  enthusiasm. 

When  the  University  College  started,  the  Managing  Committee 
of  the  Chemists'  Association  saw  their  opportunity  of  further 
improving  their  coui'se  of  instruction.  They  decided  to  transfer 
their  classes  to  the  College,  and  to  place  the  teaching  in  the  hands 
of  the  College  staff.  I  have  a  very  vivid  recollection  of  an  inter- 
view which  took  place  between  delegates  sent  from  the  Chemists' 
Association  Council  and  the  new  Professor  of  Chemistry,  in  which 
ihe  Professor  Avas  sounded  as  to  his  willingness  to  take  charge  of 
a  special  class  in  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  and,  if  possible,  to 
arrange  for  the  teaching  of  other  scientific  subjects,  a  knowledge 
of  which  was  necessary  to  the  pharmacist.  It  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  add  that  the  Pi-ofessor  rose  to  the  occasion,  and  that 
the  classes  were  soon  earnestly  at  work  in  their  new  quarters.  A 
recent  experience  of  German  university  life,  perhaps,  led  the  Pro- 
fessor to  look  to  the  very  thorough  training  there  given  to  the 
Pharmaceuten  as  the  ideal  to  be  aimed  at.  In  these  universities 
the  young  pharmacist  gives  his  whole  time  for  at  least  two  years 
to  instruction  in  chemistr}',  physics,  botany,  and  other  necessary 
subjects.  This  teaching  is  not  interfered  with  by  any  business 
except  the  much-dreaded  compulsory  military  service.  This  ideal 
may  be  a  good  one,  but  an  experience  of  nearly  twelve  years  has 
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shown  it  to  be  impracticable  in  this  time  and  in  this  place.  And 
it  may  be  stated  at  once  that  there  are  advantages  (even  though 
there  are  also  disadvantages)  in  spreading  the  instruction  over  a 
longer  time,  and  allowing  it  to  be  given  to  young  men  already 
engaged  in  their  life-business.  The  main  advantage  is  that  they 
obtain  by  this  system  a  practical  interest  in  their  education,  Avhich 
they  can  scarcely  feel  when  they  have  not  any  experience  of  its 
necessity  and  of  its  application.  The  main  disadvantage  is  that 
their  working  time  is  frequently  too  much  monopolised  by  their 
business  ;  and  they  are  thus  left  to  pursue  their  education  when 
vv-eary  and  jaded,  and  they  really  have  to  devote  time  which 
should  be  spent  in  rest  or  in  wholesome  i-ecreation  to  the  attempt 
at  serious  study. 

However,  I  am  anticipating  by  introducing  thus  early  the  fruits 
of  experience.  We  soon  found  that  so  great  a  revolution  as  the 
immediate  introduction  of  the  German  pharmaceutical  course  into 
iS'ottingham  was  not  to  be  thought  of  for  a  moment.  And  I  may 
say  at  once  that  I  for  one  am  not  wholly  disappointed  by  this 
discovery.  As  a  rule,  much  more  satisfactory  results  are  arrived 
at  by  working  out  a  system  of  education  suited  to  the  country  and 
the  locality  in  which  it  has  to  be  given  than  by  adopting  the 
ready  cut-and-dried  system  of  another  locality,  and  especially  of  a 
foreign  country.  And  I  am  patriotic  enough  to  believe  that, 
vv'hile  we  may  learn  much  from  studying  carefully  all  educational 
systems,  even  those  of  foreign  countries,  and  although  such  study 
may  show  us  that  we  are  much  behindhand  in  our  own  system,. 
Englishmen  will,  if  left  to  their  own  devices,  slowly  and  patiently 
work  out  an  improvement  on  their  own  methods  which  will  be  in 
every  sense  more  satisfactory  than  a  wholesale  adoption  of  those 
of  others. 

It  is  such  a  development  of  our  own  English  methods  which  I 
believe  has  been  going  on  slowly  and  gradually  in  our  pharma- 
ceutical classes  in  Nottingham.  The  result  is  briefly  this :  we 
have  now  a  three  years'  course  of  instruction  given  at  the  College, 
which  embraces  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  both  practical  and 
theoretical,  pharmaceutical  botany,  materia  medica,  practical  dis- 
pensing, and  physics,  both  theoretical  and  practical.  This  course 
prepares  a  student  fully  for  the  Minor  examination  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  whilst  arrangement  is  easily  made  for  his  con- 
tinuing his  study  for  the  Major  examination  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 
The  amount  of  time  which  each  student  devotes  to  his  work  at 
the  College  is  not  large,  probably  not  so  large  as  it  should  be ;  but 
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it  has  enabled  many  to  pass  their  qualifying  examination  without 
further  aid,  if  they  are  of  a  studious  character.  And  it  must  be 
remembered  that  although  much  of  their  time  is  spent  away  from 
the  College,  such  time  is  spent  in  learning  their  business,  and  in 
ensuring  that  they  shall  be  practical  men  and  not  mere  book- 
worms or  theorists. 

That  the  system  at  present  at  work  in  our  College  is  perfect 
and  entirely  satisfactory,  no  one  of  us  would  claim  or  even  hope. 
But  that  it  has  gone  a  long  way  towards  showing  the  way  to 
secure  the  decentralisation  of  pharmaceutical  education,  and 
towards  combining  satisfactorily  the  student's  training  with  the 
business  training  of  our  young  pharmacists,  I  think  it  would  be 
impossible  to  deny.  It  should  be  possible  for  young  would-be 
pharmacists  in  our  larger  towns  to  obtain  slowly,  and  in  a  way  in 
which  they  can  thoroughly  digest  and  assimilate  it,  the  education 
they  require.  They  should  not  be  forced  to  reside  for  a  period  all 
too  brief  in  our  great  metropolis,  and  there  be  fed  with  highly 
concentrated  educational  food  in  doses  far  too  large  to  permit  of 
its  digestion  and  assimilation.  This  is  usually  the  only  alternative 
to  laborious  and  discouraging  private  study  in  their  provincial 
home,  since  the  very  admirable  metropolitan  college  is  only  avail- 
able to  such  as  are  occupied  in  business  in  the  metropolis  in  a 
sufficiently  accessible  neighbourhood,  or  to  those  who  can  either 
obtain  one  of  the  few  available  scholarships,  or  can  afford  to  live 
the  life  of  students  for  two  or  three  years  without  earning  at  the 
same  time  their  daily  bread.  The  latter  class,  I  need  scarcely 
add,  is  an  extremely  small  one,  and  may  almost  be  left  out  of  con- 
sideration. Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  in  the  many  provincial 
centres  which  now  possess  university  colleges  and  technical 
schools,  something  of  a  kindred  nature  to  that  successful!}'  at- 
tempted in  Nottingham  may  be  done  towards  helping  the  educa- 
tion of  young  pharmacists  ?  and  that  thus  the  decentralization  of 
education,  already  so  far  advanced  in  other  branches,  may  become 
a  reality  also  in  phai^maceutical  training. 

It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  success  in  the  direction  indicated 
implies  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  pharmacists  and  of  the 
teachers  in  each  centre.  This  has  been  fortunately  secured  in 
Nottingham.  And  the  gentleman  who  has  perhaps  most  largely 
led  to  the  result  is  our  present  deputy-mayor,  who  was  at  the 
same  time  President  of  our  Chemists'  Association  and  Vice-Chair- 
man  of  our  University  College  Committee.  It  is  necessary  to  add 
that  Mr.  Fitz-IIugli's  success  was  largely  due  to  his  being  the  repre- 
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sentative  of,  and  to  his  being  loyally  supported  by,  other  members 
of  both  the  Councils  over  which  he  presided.  It  will  certainly 
also  be  possible  to  mention,  without  being  suspected  of  having 
made  any  invidious  selection,  the  name  of  Mr.  Bolton  as  having 
been  active  in  this  scheme.  But  I  should  also  wish  to  chronicle 
the  names  of  Professor  Blake,  M.A.,  Mr.  Carr,  M.A.,  Mr.  C. 
Haydon  White,  M.R.C.S.,  Professor  Heaton,  M.A.,  and  of  Mr. 
Sargeant,  who  have  one  and  all  as  teachers  done  their  utmost  to 
further  the  scheme  of  pharmaceutical  training  in  our  local  college. 
The  experiment  has  now  almost  passed  beyond  the  experimental 
stage.  We  shall  undoubtedly  continue  to  improve  the  course,  but 
the  Avork  already  done  is  such  as  not  only  pays  in  examination, 
but  pays  also  in  a  sense  which  is  far  higher  and  more  satisfactory. 
It  makes  our  pharmacists  thoughtful  and  sincere ;  it  abolishes  a 
sham  education  in  favour  of  a  more  real  one,  and  it  tends  to  give 
that  higher  tone  of  mind  and  character  which  is  obtained  by 
association  with  those  who  are  studying  truth  and  knowledge  for 
their  own  sake,  and  not  merely  in  order  to  secure  the  substantial 
rewards  which  they  may  bestow. 

I  have  been  privileged  year  by  year  to  hear  the  remarks  of 
some  of  the  examiners  at  Bloomsbury  Squai'e,  before  whom  these 
young  men  have  to  present  themselves  ;  and,  casting  aside  all  that 
must  be  taken  as  unduly  appreciative  and  complimentary  to  us  as 
teachers  and  originators  of  our  scheme  of  training,  I  can  assert 
without  undue  pride  or  satisfaction  that  the  examiners  un- 
doubtedly detect  in  many  of  our  candidates  the  advantageous 
results  which  I  have  already  laid  claim  to. 

Is  it  too  much  to  anticipate  that,  with  the  growth  of  a  wide- 
spread and  properly  organized  system  of  education,  leading  up  to 
a  suitably  high  examinational  standard  (now,  let  us  hope,  attained 
at  last),  the  status  of  the  English  pharmacist  may  be  recognised 
as  it  is  already  recognised  in  continental  countries,  and  that  many 
of  the  serious  troubles  which  beset  him  may  become  things  of  the 
past  ? 


The  President  said  he  would  tender  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
to  Professor  Clowes  for  his  thoroughly  practical  paper.  There 
was  no  need  to  discuss  it,  but  it  exemplified  what  had  been  already 
hinted  at,  that  men  who  obtained  their  training  at  such  schools  or 
colleges  as  that  at  Nottingham  could  easily  be  detected  when  they 
came  into  the  examination  room  at  Bloomsbury  Square.  Men  who 
had  had  a  three  years'  course  of  study  must  occupy  a  much  higher 
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position  tlian  those  who  had  only  three  or  four  months,  and  many 
could  not  aiford  more.  Still,  if  men  really  had  a  desire  to  study, 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  carrying  it  out.  The  great  difficulty 
was  to  arouse  the  desire ;  it  was  all  right  to  have  time  for  pleasure 
and  relaxation,  but  during  a  three  or  fours  years'  apprenticeship 
some  definite  time  should  be  devoted  to  serious  study. 


The  two  following  papers  were  read  by  the  respective  authors 
and  discussed  together. 

NOTE  ON"  COLLODIUM  BELLADONN^E. 

By  R.  Wright, 

Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

The  above  preparation,  as  originally  inti'oduced  by  Dr.  H.  Miller, 
and  prepared  by  Messrs.  T.  and  H.  Smith,  of  Edinburgh,  was  a 
solution  of  an  alcoholic  extract  of  belladonna  leaves  in  collodion 
and  spirit  of  camphor. 

On  its  inclusion  in  the  Conference  Formulary  in  1891,  the 
alcoholic  extract  of  the  root  was  substituted  for  that  of  the  leaves, 
the  idea  being  that  as  the  root  extract  had  been  introduced  into 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  substitute  for  the  green  extract 
previously  employed,  it  wOuld  be  likely  to  be  equally  serviceable 
for  the  preparation  of  the  fluid  as  for  the  solid  plaster. 

Such,  howevei",  has  not  proved  to  be  the  case  ;  and  the  formula, 
as  it  now  stands,  is  probably  less  satisfactory  than  any  other  in- 
cluded in  the  Formulary. 

The  process  was  criticised  by  Conroy  in  a  note  read  before  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  (Pharm.  Journ.,  [3],  xxii.  327). 
He  showed  that,  when  the  official  root  extract  was  employed,  only 
about  one-eighth  of  the  extract  and  two-fifths  of  the  alkaloid 
were  dissolved. 

By  using  a  rectified  spirit  extract  slightly  better  results  were 
obtained,  about  one-fifth  of  the  extract  and  three- eighths  of  the 
alkaloid  ])assing  into  solution. 

The  statements  of  Conroy  as  to  tlie  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the 
■preparation  were  corroborated  by  J.  C.  Umney  (Pharm.  Journ., 
[3],  xxii.  364).  According  to  Umney,  the  results  obtained  with 
an  alcoholic  extract  of  the  leaves  were  little  better  than  with  the 
root  extract.  Of  three  samples  of  leaf  extract  employed,  one  was 
soluble  to  the  extent  of  85  per  cent. ;  the  two  others  to  the  extent 
of  21  and  38  per  cent,  respectively. 
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From  those  results  it  is  evident  that  the  Formulary  recipe  will 
need  revision,  and  this  being  the  case,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
opportune  time  to  raise  the  question  as  to  whether,  seeing  that  the 
reputation  of  this  medicament  was  made  upon  a  leaf  preparation, 
it  would  not  be  advisable,  in  a  future  formula,  to  go  back  to  the 
leaves  as  the  source  of  the  extract.  The  chief  objection  to  the 
employment  of  a  leaf  extract  for  the  preparation  of  the  solid  plaster 
was  the  soiling  of  linen  through  the  running  of  the  plaster ;  but 
this  objection  does  not  apply  to  the  collodium  belladonna?,  seeing 
that  the  green  colouring  matter  is  fixed  by  the  collodion.  If  the 
leaves  are  employed,  either  a  solid  or  liquid  extract,  prepared  with 
strong  alcohol,  will  have  to  be  made  the  basis  of  the  preparation. 
As  the  result  of  several  experiments  and  estimations,  I  find  that 
it  is  quite  possible  by  repercolation  to  prepare  a  fluid  extract  of 
belladonna  leaves  sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  its  employment  for 
the  preparation  in  question.  The  following  is  therefore  suggested 
as  an  improvement  upon  the  existing  formula. 

(a)  Take  of— 

English  belladonna  leaves  in  fine  powder  .     1  pound. 
Rectified  spirit  ...         a  sufficient  quantity. 

Moisten  half  a  pound  of  the  powdered  drug  with  menstruum, 
pack  in  a  conical  percolator,  add  a  further  supply  of  menstruum, 
allow  percolation  to  proceed,  and  collect  the  percolate  in  three 
fractions  of  six  fluid  ounces  each.  Moisten  the  rest  of  the  powder 
with  a  little  of  the  first  fraction  of  percolate,  pack  in  a  second  per- 
colator; pour  over  it  the  remainder  of  the  first  fraction  of  the 
percolate,  and  when  that  is  absorbed,  add  the  second  fraction,  and 
finally  as  much  of  the  third  fraction  as  may  be  required  to  produce 
eight  fluid  ounces  of  percolate. 

This  fluid  extract  should  contain  not  less  than  -5  per  cent, 
alkaloid. 

(b)  To  produce  collodium  belladonnas  :■ — • 
Take  of— 


Fluid     extract      of    belladonna 

leaves      ..... 

10  fluid  ounces, 

Pure  ether,  sp.  gr.  720 

10     „ 

Camphor 

130  grains. 

Pyroxylin    ..... 

183      „ 

Canada  balsam    .... 

365      „ 

Castor  oil 

183      „ 

Mix  the  fluid  extract  of  belladonna  with  the  ether,  and  add   the 
other  ingredients.     Set  aside  for  a  few  days,  and  then  decant. 
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LIQUID   BELLADONNA  PLASTER. 
Bv  W.  A.  H.  Navlok. 

The  formula  from  which  this  preparation  is  directed  to  be  made 
as  given  in  the  B.P.C.  Unofficial  Formulary  has  been  subjected  to 
experimental  criticism,  with  the  result  that  an  alteration  in  its 
construction  is  urgently  needed.^  Conroy  has  demonstrated  by 
actual  experiment  "  that  taking  the  alkaloidal  content  as  the  basis 
of  valuation  more  than  one-half  is  wasted,"  and  J.  C.  Umney  ^  has 
supplied  analytical  data  that  evidence  wide  diffei'enees  in  strength 
in  the  alcoholic  extract  of  belladonna  root  of  commerce.  Judged 
by  these  two  sets  of  expeinments  alone,  the  formula  as  it  at  present 
stands  cannot  by  any  method  of  compounding  be  made  to  yield  a 
satisfactory  product.  In  the  absence  of  any  record  of  analytical 
results  from  which  a  working  formula  could  be  devised  or  built  up, 
I  venture  to  submit  a  few  facts  that  have  been  verified  by  me 
several  times,  and  also  to  present  an  improved  process  for  the 
manufacture  of  this  prepai-ation.  Any  process  that  claims  to  be 
eflBcient  must,  in  my  judgment,  meet  the  following  requirements  : 
It  must  be  one  which  withdraws  the  whole  of  the  alkaloidal  con- 
tent from  the  crude  drug  and  introduces  it  with  a  minimum  of  loss 
into  the  final  product.  Farther,  the  solvent  selected  must  be  such 
as  not  only  admits  of  the  dissolution  of  the  active  principle  or 
principles  in  their  state  of  natural  association,  but  also  withdraws, 
a  maximum  of  extractive. 

It  will  doubtless  be  conceded  that  the  article  in  demand  is  one 
made  from  the  leaf  and  not  the  root  of  belladonna,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  the  substitution  of  the  former  for  the  latter.  A  selec- 
tion from  a  number  of  experiments  made  by  me  may  now  be  briefly 
outlined,  and  their  results  summarised.  Five  distinct  extracts 
were  prepared  — one  from  absolute  alcohol,  two  from  alcohol  of  94 
per  cent.,  one  from  rectified  spirit  (84  per  cent.),  and  one  from 
alcohol  of  6.')  per  cent.  In  each  case  the  leaf  was  reduced  to  No.  20 
powder  and  percolated  with  its  menstruum  until  deprived  of  its 
alkaloidal  principle.  After  recovery  of  the  spirit  by  distillation, 
the  residue  was  evaporated  over  a  water-bath  to  the  consistence  of 
a  stiff  extract.  One  of  the  two  extracts  from  the  94  per  cent, 
alcohol  was  washed  to  exhaustion  witli  water.  The  several  ex- 
tracts were  next  examined  for  alkaloid  by  Dunstan  and  Ransom's 
method,  and  their  moisture  determined  by  loss  at  21'2°  F. 

'   Pharm.  Journ.  [3] ,  xxii.  327. 
'■'  Ibid,  [aj,  xxii.  3G1. 
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The  follovvinsr  table  sets  forth  the  result : — 


The  next  step  was  to  ascertain  the  solvent  capacity  of  a  mixture 
of  ether  and  rectified  spirit  in  the  proportion  of  three  volumes  to 
one  on  the  series  of  extracts. 

No.  o  extract  contained  too  large  a  proportion  of  extractive 
soluble  in  water  but  insoluble  in  the  ether-spirit  mixture  to  be  of 
service  for  the  purpose  required.  Moreover,  the  brown  extractive 
retained  the  larger  portion  of  the  total  alkaloid. 

No.  3  dissolved  all  but  completely  in  the  ether-spirit  mixture, 
and  in  the  proportion  of  four  ounces  in  the  pint,  including  the 
official  quantities  of  camphor,  pyroxylin,  castor  oil,  and  canada 
balsam,  gave  a  product  that,  for  elegance,  left  nothing  to  be  de- 
sired. Inasmuch  as  the  process  is  wasteful  of  active  principle 
and  expensive,  it  cannot  be  recommended  without  being  open  to 
the  taunt  of  bad  pharmacy. 

No.  1  was  soluble  in  the  test  mixture  to  the  extent  of  little  more 
than  one-half.  Here,  again,  the  cost  of  production  forbids  its  use 
■unless  a  less  expensive  and  equally  potent  and  soluble  extract  is 
unobtainable. 

No.  2  extract:  oo  grains  equivalent  to  44-32  grains  dried  at 
212°  F.  were  treated  with  1  ounce  of  ether-spirit  mixture,  warmed, 
shaken  at  frequent  intervals,  and  set  aside  for  twenty-four  hours 
to  deposit.  In  an  accurately  measured  quantity  of  the  bi-ight 
supernatant  liquid  the  alkaloid  was  determined,  and  in  a  second 
quantity  the  amount  of  extract  yielded  on  evaporation  and  drying 
of  the  residue  at  212°  F.  The  figures  obtained  showed  that  the 
equivalent  of  1097  grains  of  dry  extract  had  passed  into  solution, 
giving  by  difference  33"35  grains  as  the  weight  of  the  insoluble 
residue.  Practically  only  one-fourth  of  the  extract  was  dissolved 
by  the  mixture.  The  result  of  the  alkaloidal  determination  showed 
that  -65  grain  had  passed  into  solution,  leaving  by  difference  "82 
grain  as  the  amount  retained  by  the  undissolved  residue. 
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No.  4  extract :  40  grains  of  moist  extract  equivalent  to  34'16 
grains  dried  at  212°  F.  yielded  up  to  the  ether-spirit  mixture  tlie 
equivalent  of  13"25  grains  of  dry  extract,  leaving  by  difference 
20-91  grains  as  the  weight  of  the  undissolved  portion.  Of  the 
total  alkaloid,  1'548  grain,  it  was  found  that  only  •403  grain  had 
passed  into  solution,  the  remaining  1 '145  grain  being  retained  by 
the  undissolved  extract. 


No.  2  extract. 

Grains    of    dry 

extract. 


Weight  of  moist  extract  taken  equivalent  to    .  44'32 
Weight  of  extract  dissolved   by   ether-spirit 

mixture  equivalent  to j         10'97 

Weight  of  undissolved  extract  by  difference    .  33-35 


No.  4  extract. 

Grains  of  dry 

extract. 


34-16 

13-25 
20-91 


No.  2  extract. 
Grains. 

No.  4  extract. 
Grains. 

Weight  of  alkaloidal  content  present  in  extract 

taken •     .     . 

Weight  dissolved  by  ether-spirit  mixture  .     . 
Weight  of  undissolved  alkaloid 

1-47 
•65 

•82 

1-548 

•403 

1-145 

These  results  reveal  the  fact  that  the  mixture  of  ether  and  spirit 
3  :  1  to  extracts  in  the  proportion  here  used  is  an  incomplete  and 
insufficient  solvent  of  the  active  principle  of  the  latter,  regard 
being  had  to  the  complex  character  of  the  substance  with  Avhich 
the  alkaloids  are  associated.  From  other  estimations  that  were 
made  it  was  evident  that  the  proportion  of  spirit  to  ether  would 
require  to  be  largely  increased  if  the  final  product  were  to  repre- 
sent the  potency  of  either  one  or  other  of  the  extracts.  The  best 
results  were  obtained  by  using  a  mixture  of  equal  volumes  of 
rectified  spirit  and  ethei-.  In  support  of  this  statement  the  follow- 
ing examples  may  be  cited : — 


No.  4  extract. 

Grains. 

Grains. 

Weight   of  alkaloidal  content  present  in  ex- 
tract taken      

1-548 
1-426 

•122 

1^7415 

Weight  dissolved  by  ether-spirit  1:1     .     .     . 
Weight  of  undissolved  alkaloid 

1-5245 

•2170 
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The  dry  extract  per  fluid  ounce  Jimounted  to  27-52  grains,  and 
the  undissolved  extract  to  6"64  grains. 

Trial  was  made  of  the  formula  suggested  by  Mr.  Linford,  only 
substitutins"  leaf  extract  for  root : — 


Ext.  belladonna?  (Fol)      .         . 

•35 

Spt.  camphor  ...... 

siiss 

Liq.  amnion.  -880 

3'j- 

S.  V.  11 

5"J 

Ether  rect 

3Xij 

The  preparation  after  standing  forty-eight  hours  gave  a  deposit 
that  weighed  132  grains,  and  when  assayed  yielded  1*08  per  cent, 
of  alkaloid.  The  extract  used  contained  2*69  per  cent.,  so  that 
roughly  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  active  principle  had 
passed  into  solution. 

As  a  direct  ^Ji'ocess,  without  the  intervention  of  an  extract,  was 
greatly  to  be  desii-ed,  a  given  quantity  of  leaf  inline  powder  (about 
N^o.  60)  was  treated  with  rectified  spirit  by  a  method  of  repercola- 
tion,  so  that  1  part  by  measure  of  the  final  product  should  repre- 
sent 2  parts  by  weight  of  the  drug.  The  marc  was  afterwards 
exhausted  by  percolation  witli  rectified  spirit  and  the  percolate 
distilled  and  evaporated.  The  resultant  extract  per  pound  of  leaf 
weighed  304  grains,  and  assayed  3'83  per  cent.,  or  11'64  grains  of 
alkaloid.  The  8  fluid  ounces  of  spirituous  solution  contained  14'63 
grains,  so  that  55 '68  per  cent,  of  the  total  alkaloid  had  been 
removed  by  this  process  of  repercolation.  It  does  not  therefore 
appear  probable  that  a  preparation  of  a  strength  2  in  1  can  be 
made  by  a  direct  method  which  will  contain  a  proportion  at  all 
approaching  to  the  totality  of  alkaloid  present  in  the  leaf.  Dis- 
carding, therefore,  the  idea  of  obtaining  a  spirituous  preparation 
without  evaporation  that  would  be  satisfactory  and  of  the  strength 
required,  two  courses  of  procedure  are  open  for  adoption.  Either 
the  whole  of  the  percolate  from  a  given  weight  of  leaves  may  be 
reduced  by  distillation  and  evaporation  to  an  extract  to  be  subse- 
quently redissolved  in  the  prescribed  quantity  of  a  mixture  of  spirit 
and  ether,  or  a  specified  fraction  of  the  percolate  consisting  of  that 
first  collected  may  be  reserved  and  the  extract  from  the  remainder 
added  thereto.  As  the  latter  method  would  be  regarded  as  less 
objectionable  than  the  former,  I  have  framed  my  formula  according 
to  its  princijoles.     It  is  as  follows  :■ — ■ 
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Liquid  Extract  cf  Belladonna. 

Take  of— 

Belladonna  leaves  in  No.  60  powder      .         .     20  oz. 
Ilectified  Spirit,  a  sufficient  quantity. 

Moisten  the  powder  with  15  fluid  ounces  of  the  spirit,  pack  it 
tiglitly  in  a  percolator,  and  pour  on  sufficient  menstruum  to  satu- 
rate the  powder  and  leave  a  stratum  above  it.  When  the  liquid 
begins  to  drop,  close  the  lower  orifice  and  macerate  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  then  allow  percolation  to  proceed,  gradually  adding  men- 
struum until  the  belladonna  is  wholly  deprived  of  alkaloid. 
Reserve  the  first  seven  ounces  of  the  percolate,  distil  oif  the  spirit 
from  the  remainder,  and  evaporate  the  residue  to  a  soft  extract ; 
dissolve  this  in  the  reserved  portion,  and  add  enough  menstruum  to 
make  the  liquid  extract  measui-e  10  fluid  ounces. 

Liquid  Lelladonna  Plaster. 
Take  of— 

Liquid  extract  of  belladonna      .         .       10  fluid  ozs. 

Ether 10      „ 

Camphor 130  grains. 

Pyroxylin 183      „ 

Canada  balsam   .....  365      ,, 

Castor  oil 183      ,, 

Mix  the  liquid  extract  and  the  ether,  and  set  aside  for  twelve 
hours.  Decant  and  dissolve  therein  the  remaining  ingredients  in 
the  order  in  which  they  occur  in  the  formula. 

The  liquid  extract  of  belladonna,  which  was  prepared  from 
English  leaves,  had  a  specific  gravity  of  •944-,  and  contained  1  per 
cent,  of  alkaloid,  or  4154  grains  per  fluid  ounce.  The  mixture  of 
equal  volumes  of  the  liquid  extract  and  ether,  after  decantation, 
had  a  specific  gravity  of  "^00,  and  contained  "439  per  cent,  of  alka- 
loid, or  r53 1  grain  per  fluid  ounce.  In  the  preparation  of  the  liquid 
extract  it  is  prudent  not  to  carry  pei"Colation  beyond  the  point  that 
suffices  for  the  removal  of  the  alkaloid,  otherwise  an  unnecessary 
quantity  of  semi-liquid  extractive  of  a  brown  colour  will  also  be 
removed,  which  will  be  thrown  out  of  solution  on  the  addition  of 
the  ether.  Further,  the  extractive  will  carry  down  with  it  a  sen- 
sible quantity  of  alkaloid.  If  it  be  objected  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  dissolved  matter  of  the  litjuid  extract  separates  out  on  the 
addition  of  the  ether,  the  answer  is  that  the  proportion  retained 
in  solution  rejiresents,  under  the  conditions  that  obtain,  the  maxi- 
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mum  solvent  powei-  of  the  mixture.  It  does  not  seem  practicable 
so  to  vary  the  conditions  as  that  a  larger  proportion  of  extract  and 
alkaloid  shall  be  maintained  in  solution,  and  the  mixture,  at  the 
same  time,  shall  act  as  a  suitable  and  complete  solvent  of  the 
remainins:  ingredients  of  the  formula. 


The  President  said  the  large  amount  of  extractive  matter  Avhich 
was  obtained  in  percolating  the  fluid  extract  of  belladonna  led  him 
to  ask  the  question  whether  a  definite  solution  of  atropine  could 
not  take  its  place. 

Mr.  LiXFORD  said  the  idea  had  occurred  to  him  during  the  read- 
ing of  the  paper  that  the  loss  of  alkaloid  inight  be  prevented  by 
powdering  the  dried  leaves  safficiently  fine  and  then  percolating 
with  a  mixtui-e  of  two  parts  ether  to  one  of  spirit,  having  previ- 
ously rendered  them  alkaline  by  ammonia.  Atropine  was  perfectly 
soluble  in  ether  and  spirit,  and  therefore  if  the  powdered  leaves 
were  percolated  in  such  a  mixture  and  the  leaves  subsequently  ex- 
hausted by  another  addition  of  rectified  spirit,  and  it  were  then 
evaporated  to  an  extract,  and  then  the  pyroxylin  and  other  materials 
were  dissolved  in  the  liquid  which  first  came  through,  he  thought 
it  would  be  a  most  efficacious  method  of  making  the  compound  in 
question.  He  had  a  series  of  stone  percolators,  with  glass  tubes 
and  clips  in  the  bottom,  and  percolating  through  a  series  of  six  he 
found  very  little  further  evaporation  was  required.  If  properly 
dried  belladonna  leaves  were  treated  in  this  way,  he  believed  nine- 
tenths  of  the  alkaloid  present  would  be  extracted. 

Mr.  Wrenn  thought  this  paper  ought  to  receive  the  most  careful 
attention  of  every  pharmacist.  The  only  way  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  American  perforated  plasters  would  be  the  use  of  fluid 
plaster.  There  were  two  things  to  be  considered,  the  convenience 
of  the  patient  and  the  efficacy  of  the  medicament,  and  from  the 
former  point  of  view  he  thought  it  was  imperative  to  omit  rather 
than  add  anything  which  did  not  exist  in  atropa  belladonna. 
Canada  balsam  and  castor  oil  should,  in  his  opinion,  not  be  added. 
He  made  his  liquid  belladonna  plaster,  he  must  admit,  from  the 
green  alcoholic  extract,  in  which  there  was  a  great  waste  of  the 
a,lkaloid  obtained,  and  he  would  suggest  the  advisability  of  taking 
the  succus  belladonufe  as  the  basis  of  operations.  The  alkaloid 
there,  with  its  attendant  acid,  if  carefully  evaporated  almost  to 
dryness  and  treated  w4th  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  alcohol  and 
ether,   and  the  subsequent   addition  of  camphor   and   pyroxylin, 
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formed  one  of  the  most  potent  and  acceptable  preparations  of 
belladonna  for  external  use.  He  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Xaylor  if 
he  had  ever  made  an  extract  from  the  fresh  belladonna  plant,  and 
if  so  what  was  the  alkaloidal  value.  He  had  found  that  method 
answer  very  well. 

Mr.  Druce  said  he  Avas  glad  to  hear  what  had  been  said  about 
the  difference  between  English  and  foreign  dried  leaves.  This 
point  was  drawn  to  his  attention  very  forcibly  some  years  ago, 
Avhen  a  doctor  whom  he  knew,  in  ordering  tincture  of  belladonna 
for  a  child,  had  to  increase  the  dose  up  to  2  drachms,  and  then 
stopped  for  fear  of  alcoholic  poisoning  rather  than  atropine.  He 
had  been  using  a  German  tincture,  which  was,  in  fact,  practically 
valueless,  and  came  to  him  for  a  bond  fide  tincture.  This  was  in 
N'ovember,  and  as  there  wei'e  some  plants  growing  in  the  Botanic 
Gardens,  although  there  had  been  some  sharp  frosts,  he  gathered 
some  leaves,  dried  them  carefully,  and  did  his  best  to  produce  a 
good  tincture.  He  suggested  to  the  doctor  that  he  should  begin 
with  a  small  dose,  and  he  found  that  five  drops  were  quite  suffi- 
cient to  produce  the  effect  he  desired.  He  thought  such  prepar- 
ations should  be  made  with  as  few  evaporations  as  possible.  He 
should  gladly  welcome  the  standardization  of  the  tincture  of  bella- 
donna, and  thought  the  alkaloidal  strength  might  be  fixed  at  "025. 

Mr.  CONROY  said  when  he  criticised  the  formula  some  time  ago 
he  went  very  fully  into  the  matter,  and  in  a  letter  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal,  Mr.  Linford  recommended  the  use  of  ammonia  in 
making  the  extract  to  free  the  alkaloid.  He  had  intended  carrying 
out  further  experiments  on  the  matter,  but  had  been  prevented. 
During  the  reading  of  the  papers  the  idea  had  occurred  to  him 
that  it  would  be  still  better  to  make  this  article  after  the  style  of 
chloroform  belladonna,  viz.,  to  employ  the  powdered  root,  add 
ammonia  to  it,  dry  it  so  as  to  free  the  alkaloid,  and  then  to  perco- 
late that  with  the  menstruum  necessary  for  making  the  collodium. 
He  thought  they  would  get  better  results  on  those  lines  than  on 
any  other,  and  he  should  certainly  prefer  the  colour  of  an  article 
so  prepared  to  that  of  the  dark  green  extract. 

^Ir.  Ransom  said  he  was  about  to  have  made  a  similar  suggestion 
to  that  of  Mr.  Druce,  and  thought  perhaps  this  would  be  a  good 
opportunity  for  inti'oducing  a  standardized  liquid  extract,  and  .such 
a  one  could  be  easily  prepared.  The  alkaloids,  atropine  and  hyos- 
cyamine,  although  they  varied  to  some  extent,  Avere  similar  in 
their  action,  and  a  standardized  preparation  of  belladonna  could 
be  prepared  more  easily  than  one  of  many  other  drugs.     If  it  could 
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be  made  in  the  form  of  a  liquid  extract,  it  would  be  useful  for 
many  other  things  besides  the  preparation  of  collodium.  He 
thought  galenical  preparations  should  contain  the  alkaloids  in 
their  natural  combination  with  acids,  and  not,  as  had  been  sug- 
gested, that  the  alkaloid  should  be  first  liberated  by  an  alkali.  If 
that  course  were  adopted,  it  would  be  as  well  to  use  a  solution  of 
atropine  at  once.  He  thought  an  extract  of  the  strength  of  about 
•5  per  cent,  could  easily  be  obtained.  He  was  well  aware  that 
many  foreign  leaves  were  of  very  inferior  quality,  and  much  was 
offered  for  sale  which  was  not  belladonna  leaf  at  all,  although 
similar  in  appearance. 

Mr.  BiKD  expressed  the  hope  that  the  colour  of  collodium  bella- 
donnaj  would  not  again  be  changed,  since  the  preparation  had  now 
come  into  fairly  general  use,  and  he  suggested  that  future  experi- 
ments should  be  conducted  with  a  view  to  the  utilisation  of  the 
root. 

Mr.  Gerrard  asked  if  any  one  could  give  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  comparative  therapeutic  value  of  the  plaster  and  the 
collodium.  In  his  experience,  when  the  plaster  was  properly  made 
according  to  the  B.P.,  it  was  a  very  common  thing  to  have  it  sent 
back  with  the  complaint  that  it  produced  pustular  eruptions,  dila- 
tation of  the  pupil,  etc.  In  fact,  having  to  spread  a  large  quantity 
of  belladonna  plasters,  he  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  the  bella- 
donna extract  to  one  half  the  quantity  directed,  otherwise  the 
complaint  was  made  that  blisters  were  sent  instead  of  belladonna 
plastei's.  The  extract  as  commonly  supplied  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  In  the  B.  P.  process  water  was  used  for  displacement, 
and  the  result  was  that  a  watery  extract  got  into  the  alcoholic  ex- 
tract, and  he  should  therefore  like  to  see  the  process  altered.  On 
the  question  of  the  extracts  obtained  by  Messrs.  Wright  and 
Naylor  respectively,  did  they  not  obtain  two  distinct  kinds  of  ex- 
tract ?  On  allowing  them  to  stand  he  believed  it  would  be  found 
in  each  case  that  there  was  an  upper  layer  of  a  lighter  colour,  and 
a  heavier  layer  of  a  brown  colour,  in  the  case  of  the  leaf,  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  green  fatty  chlorophyll.  The  question 
Avas,  were  they  able  to  get  both  the  green  and  brown  extracts  in 
solution  ?  He  felt  inclined  to  favour  Mr.  Linford's  idea  of  liberat- 
ing the  alkaloid  with  ammonia.  It  was  easily  done,  and  was  an 
admirable  method  of  extracting  alkaloids  and  getting  them  into 
solution.  He  could  not  see  that  the  question  of  natural  acid  was 
of  much  importance ;  malic  acid  was  a  weak  organic  acid,  with 
no  greater  therapeutic  effect  than  could  be  obtained  by  citric  or 
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tartaric  acid.  Anything  wliich  could  take  the  place  of  the  nasty, 
disagreeable  belladonna  plaster  to  which  they  Avere  accustomed 
would  be  an  advance. 

Mr.  Lake  said,  it  being  admitted  that  the  activity  of  the  bella- 
donna plaster  was  dependent  on  the  alkaloid,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  would  simplify  matters  if  a  solution  of  the  alkaloid  wei'e 
adopted,  of  a  strength  to  be  decided  upon  after  various  experi- 
ments. It  seemed  doubtful  whether  the  natural  acid  was  of  any 
real  service  in  the  preparation. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  considered  that  a  preparation  of  a  drug, 
whether  belladonna  or  any  other,  should  represent  the  drug  itself  ; 
an  alkaloid  was  a  definite  thing,  and  you  might  have  a  preparation 
of  it,  but  if  you  wanted  to  prepare  an  extract  or  a  tinctiire,  it 
should  represent  the  drug  in  its  entirety,  with  the  alkaloids  in  the 
.same  state  of  combination  in  which  they  existed  in  the  drug. 
]\[r.  Gerrard  and  others  had  alluded  to  the  fact  of  malic  acid 
being  a  very  weak  acid,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  understanding 
how  the  combination  between  atropine  and  malic  acid  could  affect 
the  properties  of  the  compound  to  any  considerable  extent.  On 
such  a  subject  he  should  not  like  to  pose  as  an  authority,  but  he 
thought  the  evidence  was  rather  in  favour  of  such  an  influence. 
It  was  difficult  to  say  what  changes  took  place  when  a  drug  w^as 
administered,  either  internally  or  externally,  and  it  was  rather 
begging  the  question  to  assert  that  even  a  weak  acid  in  combina- 
tion might  not  affect  the  action  of  the  alkaloid  itself.  One  or  two 
points  in  connection  with  Mr.  Naylor'spaper  he  should  like  a  little 
further  information  upon.  In  one  place  Mr.  Naylor  referred  to 
using  the  drug  in  No.  20  powder,  further  on  in  No.  60  powder, 
and  yet  further  the  process  of  evolution  had  gone  on,  until  he  was 
bold  enough  to  s])eak  of  using  the  drug  in  fine  powder.  In  order 
to  extract  a  drug  Avith  strong  alcohol,  the  finer  the  powder  the 
better,  there  need  be  no  fear  of  clogging  in  the  percolation.  He 
cpiite  admitted  that  in  the  preparation  of  a  fluid  extract  from 
l)elladonna  leaves  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  carry  the  process  of 
exhaustion  to  the  furthest  pos.sible  limit,  and  in  the  proce.ss  he  had 
<lcscribed  he  admitted  that  that  was  not  done,  but  one  could  in 
that  way  get  a  much  stronger  extract  than  Mr.  Naylor  stated.  ]Ie 
had  no  difficulty  in  getting  from  English  leaves  an  extract  of  from 
•G  to  '8  per  cent,  by  direct  percolation.  Mr.  Naylor  used  ether  to 
dilute  the  liquid  extract,  with  the  result  that  a  deposit  was  thrown 
down,  carrying  with  it  apparently  one-twelfth  the  total  quantity 
oi  alkaloid.     It  appeared  as  if  they  had  reversed  the  operations. 
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He  (Mr.  Wright)  left  some  alkaloid  behind  in  the  drug;  Mr. 
Naylor  toot  it  out,  but  afterwards  added  ether,  which  partially 
removed  it.  He  should  not  like  to  say  that  his  collodium  bella- 
donna? would  come  up  to  the  standard  of  '47  of  alkaloid,  but  it 
was  very  easy  to  prepare  one  by  his  process  which  should  contain 
from  '3  to  '4  per  cent.  Although  alcohol  was  a  good  solvent  of 
the  active  principles  of  belladonna  leaves  in  the  state  of  combina- 
tion in  which  they  existed  in  the  drug,  ether  Avas  not,  and  he  had 
noticed  when  adding  ether  to  the  fluid  extract  that  there  was  a 
crystalline  deposit,  which  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to  examine,  but 
should  not  be  surprised  to  find  it  to  contain  atropine  or  hyoscya- 
mine.  He  saw  no  advantage  in  preparing  this  article  from  a  dry 
extract  prepared  from  the  succus,  and  it  might  be  difficult  to  dis- 
solve an  extract  prepared  from  the  succus  in  alcohol  without 
having  a  subsequent  deposit  of  the  active  principle.  At  any  rate, 
as  this  preparation  had  made  its  reputation  on  the  strength  of 
specimens  prepared  from  the  leaves,  the  leaf  was  the  right  thing 
to  use.  The  point  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gerrard  was  very  important, 
and  he  could  corroborate  his  statement.  Over  and  over  again, 
since  the  alcoholic  extract  of  the  root  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  preparation  of  the  plastei*,  he  had  heard 
complaints  of  patients  being  blistered. 

Mr.  N.WLOR  said  he  perfectly  agreed  with  Mr.  Wright  that  it 
was  scarcely  their  business  to  discuss  whether  the  alkaloid  repre- 
sented the  physiological  action  of  belladonna  in  its  entirety,  or 
whether  the  addition  of  the  natural  acid  Tnade  any  difference  to 
its  action.  The  question  he  put  to  himself  was  this,  what  was 
demanded  ?  and  the  answer  was,  a  galenical  preparation  ;  and  on 
examination  of  that  preparation  the  alkaloid  was  not  found 
present  in  the  free  condition.  It  was  simplicity  itself,  as  the 
President  had  said,  to  dissolve  a  certain  amount  of  alkaloid  in 
collodium,  and  if  a  medical  man  desired  to  use  such  a  preparation 
any  chemist  in  the  room  would  be  glad  to  dispense  it.  In  refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Wright's  observations,  he  should  like  to  say  that  the 
experiments  which  he  had  summarized  in  the  paper  had  been 
carried  on  for  a  long  time,  and  he  had  made  a  selection  from  a 
large  number  of  notes,  choosing  those  which  he  thought  would 
best  answer  the  purpose  they  both  had  in  view,  viz.,  the  produc- 
tion of  a  better  formula  than  the  existing  one  for  liquid  belladonna 
plaster.  That  partly  accounted  for  the  circumstances  that  powder 
of  different  strengths  had  been  used.  As  to  the  strength  of  the 
preparation,   he  thought  Mr.  Wright  had  slightly  discounted  his 

A    A 
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statements,  but  he  would  yield  to  liim  if  by  his  process  he  could 
show  as  good  results  as  he  (Mr.  Naylor)  had  placed  on  record  in 
this  paper.  Further,  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  Mr.  Wright's 
process  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  methods  hitherto  proposed 
gave  a  preparation  which  was  really  too  powerful  for  medicinal 
application.  He  was  much  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  discussion.  The  members  of  the  Committee 
desired  so  to  amend  the  formula  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction,  and 
they  could  only  do  this  by  the  assistance  of  members. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  accorded  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Wright 
for  their  papers. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


THE     ALKALOIDAL     TINCTURES     OF    THE     BRITISH 

PHARMACOPCEIA.— SUGGESTIONS   FOR  THEIR 

STANDARDIZATION. 

By  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

During  the  past  three  years  we  have  been  engaged  upon  a 
research  having  the  following  objects  in  view  : — 

■  I.  To  ascertain  whether  the  alcoholic  strength  of  the  official 
menstrua  for  the  preparation  of  tinctures  of  drugs  containing 
alkaloids  are  in  all  cases  the  most  suitable. 

2.  To  devise  accurate  and  reliable  methods  for  the  estimation 
of  the  alkaloids. 

3.  To  find  the  average  alkaloidal  strength  of  tinctures  prepared 
from  genuine  drugs. 

■  4.  To  test  the  comparative  value  of  several  alternative  processes 
for  the  preparation  of  the  tinctures. 

The  work  done  upon  the  above  subjects  has  already  been 
published  ;  the  princij)al  results  obtained  are  summarized  in  the 
ta])le  below. 

The  results  recorded  in  the  table  show  that  tinctui'es  prepared 
from  carefully  selected  drugs  vary  considerably  in  strength,  and 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  commercial  tinctures  would  indicate  a 
much  greater  variation.  This  disparity  in  alkaloidal  strength 
must  necessarily  give  rise  to  a  corresponding  lack  of  uniformity 
in  therapeutic  effect,  constituting  a  source  of  disappointment  to 
the  prescriber  and,  in  many  instances,  of  danger  to  the  patient. 

The    question   arises   as    to   whether   nothing  can  be   done  to 
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produce  tinctures  of  definite  strength ;  and  it  is  a  question  to 
which,  as  practical  pharmacists,  Ave  may  reasonably  be  expected 
to  furnish  a  reply.  If  a  demand  were  made  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  profession  for  galenical  preparations  absolutely  uniform 
in  composition,  snch  a  demand  would  undoubtedly  be  met,  on  the 
part  of  pharmacists,  with  a  "  non  possumus." 

Such  a  demand  has  not  hitherto  been  made,  and  is  not  likely  to 
be  made  in  the  future,  for  where  scientific  precision  is  required, 
the  alkaloids,  or  solutions  containing  them,  will  be  employed. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  a  physician  prescribes  a  galenical 
prepai'ation  of  a  powerful  drug,  it  may  be  supposed  that  he  wishes 
to  administer  to  his  patient  all  the  active  principles  of  the  drug 
in  the  state  of  combination  in  which  they  exist  in  the  drug  itself; 
while  it  remains  with  the  pharmacist  to  see  to  it  that  the  prepara- 
tion placed  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  man  is  as  nearly  constant 
in  sti'ength  as  the  art  of  pharmacy  can  make  it. 

In  the  case  of  galenical  preparations  of  many  drugs  it  is  manifestly 
impossible  to  set  up  standards  of  any  description,  either  because 
their  precise  active  principles  are  not  known — do  not  possess 
well-defined  chemical  and  physical  characters — or  do  not  lend 
themselves  readily  to  isolation  in  a  state  of  purity.  With 
preparations  of  drugs  containing  alkaloids  the  case  is  different. 
The  therapeutic  effect  of  these  drugs  is  admittedly  due  to  their 
alkaloidal  principles,  and  any  move  in  the  direction  of  the 
standardization  of  their  galenical  preparations  must  evidently 
take  the  form  of  the  setting  up  of  some  standard  for  one  or  more 
of  the  alkaloids  present. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  standai'dization  should  be  carried 
•out  appears  to  us  to  be  that  where  any  one  alkaloid  has  been 
shown  to  be  of  supreme  physiological  importance,  and  is  capable 
of  ready  isolation  and  estimation,  the  proportion  of  such  alkaloid 
present  should  decide  the  question  of  the  standard  ;  but  where  the 
activity  of  the  drug  is  due,  not  to  one  alkaloid  chiefly  or  entirely, 
but  to  the  indefinite  mixture  of  alkaloids,  then  the  strength  of  the 
preparation  should  be  regulated  according  to  the  percentage  of 
total  alkaloids. 

The  cases  in  which  one  alkaloid  is  of  cardinal  importance  are 
rare.  Probably  morphine  may  be  instanced  as  the  principal 
constituent  of  opium,  although  the  researches  of  Dott  and 
Stockman  have  shown  that  the  action  of  the  other  opium  alkaloids 
more  closely  resemble  that  of  morphine  than  has  been  commonly 
supposed   (Year-Booh  of  Phannacy,  1891,  pp.  242  to  244). 
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Average 

Official 

Proposed 

Percentage  of 

Percent- 
age of 
Allsaloid 
in  Tinc- 

Process 

Tincture. 

Men- 

Men- 

Alkaloid in 

Recommended  for 

struum. 

struum 

Tinctures. 

Tincture, 

tures. 

Aconite      .     .     . 

90  p.  c. 

70  p.  c. 

•015  to  -036 

•062 

Percolation. 

Belladonna    .     . 

57  p.  c. 

50  p.  c. 

•015  to  -015 

•028 

Macero-percolatiott 
or  percolation. 

CincLona  .     .     . 

57  p.  c. 

70  p.  c. 

•76  to  1-50 

1-0 

Macero-percolation 
or  percolation. 

Colchicum      .     . 

57  p.  c. 

60  p.  c. 

•064  to -119 

•085 

Percolation. 

Conium      .     .     . 

57  p.  c. 

70  p.  c. 

•06  to  -16 

•086 

Percolation. 

Gelsemium     .     . 

57  p.  c. 

60  p.  c. 

•020  to  -076 

•044 

Percolation. 

Hyoscyamus  .     . 

57  p.  c. 

50  p.  c. 

•008  to  -015 

•010 

Macero-percolation 
or  percolation. 

Jaborandi .     .     . 

57  p.  c. 

50  p.  e. 

•046  to  -152 

•105 

Percolation. 

Lobelia      .     .     . 

57  p.  c. 

50  p.  c. 

•028  to  -OU 

•038     Percolation. 

Opium  .... 

57  p.  c. 

30  p.  c. 

— 

— 

Maceration. 

'  Stramonium  .     . 

57  p.  c. 

50  p.  c. 

•020  to  -034 

•026 

Macero-jDercolation 
or  percolation. 

Veratruni   viride 

90  p.  c. 

70  p.  c. 

•032  to  ^220 

•138 

Percolation. 

Anothei-  case  in  point  is  that  of  the  aconite  alkaloids,  where  the' 
masterly  work  of  Professor  Dunstan  and  his  co-workers  in  tlie 
Research  Laboratory  has  clearly  established  the  fact  that  the 
toxic  effect  of  the  plant  Aconitum  Napellus  is  due  to  the  crystalline 
alkaloid,  aconitine. 

But  apai't  from  these  instances  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
the  tinctures  of  other  alkaloidal  drugs  included  in   the  British 
Pharraacopa'ia  may  not  reasonably  be  standardized  according  to' 
the  amount  of  total  alkaloid  present. 

The  question  next  arises  as  to  how  standardization  on  the  above 
lines  is  to  be  carried  out. 

It  might  appear  at  first  sight  as  if  all  reasonable  requirements^ 
would  be  met  by  the  employment  of  standardized  drngs  ;  the 
responsibility  being  thrown  upon  the  pharmacist  of  producing 
therefrom  preparations  as  uniform  in  character  as  possible. 

Altogether  apart,  however,  from  the  difficulty  expei-ienced  in 
obtaining  drugs  of  a  definite  degree  of  alkaloidal  content,  it  will 
be  seen  on  reference  to  our  notes  on  cinchona  and  opium  (Year- 
book of  Pharmacy,  1891,  p.  497,  and  the  Chemist  and  Druggist^ 
vol.  xlii.,  p.  78)  that  the  employment  of  standardized  drugs  does 
not  ensure  uniformity  in  the  strength  of  the  resulting  tincture. 


'  Recommended  to  be  pre;iarcd  from  the  Ic.ves. 


BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFEEEXCE.        357 

An  alternative  method  consists  in  the  production  of  a  standard 
extract,  and  its  utilisation  for  the  other  galenical  preparations  of 
the  drug. 

This  is  the  official  method  for  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  and  a 
simiLar  plan  has  been  proposed  bj  Dunstan  and  Ransom  {Fharvi. 
Journ.,  [3],  vol.  xvii.,  p.  843),  and  also  by  Barclay  (Pharm.  Journ., 
[3],  vol.  xxiii.,  p.  740),  for  the  production  of  preparations  of 
belladonna. 

There  are,  however,  objections  to  a  process  such  as  this. 

In  the  first  place,  the  preparation  of  the  extract  involves  the 
exposure  to  heat  of  those  constituents  of  the  drug  which  are  most 
susceptible  to  change.  In  the  case  of  nux  vomica,  the  extract  is 
so  far  affected  that  it  is  never  entii-ely  soluble  in  alcohol  of  the 
same  strength  as  that  with  which  it  was  originally  prepai-ed  ; 
while  the  resulting  tincture  is  not  only  darker  in  colour  than  one 
of  equal  strength  prepared  without  heat,  but  is  also  apt  to  throw 
down  an  unsightly  deposit. 

The  dictum  that  a  tincture  should  contain  the  active  principles 
in  the  exact  condition  in  which  they  exist  in  the  drug  itself 
demands  that  the  application  of  heat  in  its  production  be  avoided 
if  possible.  Another  objection  to  the  preparation  of  tinctures 
from  extracts  is  that  very  few  extracts  remain  in  the  same 
condition  for  any  length  of  time.  Those  containing  deliquescent 
mineral  salts  will  absorb  moisture,  others  become  hard  and  dry ; 
and  in  the  latter  case  one  does  not  always  find  it  the  easiest  matter 
in  the  world  to  obey  the  official  injunction  to  "  dissolve  the  extract 
in  the  spirit."  Another,  and  very  practical  objection,  is  that  the 
conversion  of  a  tincture  into  exti-act,  followed  by  the  re-conversion 
of  the  extract  into  tincture,  involves  a  needless  waste  of  time. 

Such  considerations  as  these  have  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  most  feasible  plan  for  the  production  of  tinctures  of  constant 
strength  consists  in  the  preparation  of  a  strong  tincture  by  per- 
colation, and  its  subsequent  dilution  to  the  required  standard.  - 

By  such  a  plan  as  this  the  employment  of  heat  is  avoided,  the 
natural  combinations  of  the  drug  are  preserved,  and  the  active 
principles  are  distributed  through  such  a  volume  of  liquid  as  may 
be  relied  upon  to  ensure  the  stability  and  permanence  of  the  result- 
ing preparation.  Preliminary  experiments  were  next  imdertaken 
in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  it  would  be  necessary  to  carry 
percolation  in  order  to  secure  the  practical  exhaustion  of  each 
individual  drug. 

For   this   purpose   100  grammes  of  the  drug,  in  powder  of  the 
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requisite  degree  of  fineness,  was  moistened  with  menstruum, 
packed  in  a  conical  percolator,  more  menstruum  was  then  added, 
and  percolation  allowed  to  proceed.  The  percolate  was  collected 
in  fractions  of  100  c.c,  and  the  amount  of  alkaloid  and  extract  in 
each  fraction  was  estimated  by  the  processes  described  in  the 
series  of  notes  on  tinctures  already  published  by  us. 
The  results  obtained  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

From  the  results  shown  in  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large- 
proportion  of  the  alkaloid  is  found  in  the  first  fraction  of  the 
percolate. 

In  the  case  of  cinchona  the  alkaloid  jiresent  in  this  fraction 
artiounts  to  47  per  cent,  of  the  whole;  in  the  leaf  tinctures  from 
60  to  66  per  cent.,  in  conium  and  veratrum  about  70  per  cent., 
while  the  first  fraction  collected  from  aconite,  colchicum,  and  mix 
vomica  actually  contained  80  per  cent,  of  the  alkaloid  present  in 
the  drug  operated  upon. 

A  further  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  results  given  in  the 
table  is  that  the  practical  exhaustion  of  sucli  drugs  as  aconite, 
colchicum,  and  nux  vomica  may  be  elfected  by  the  employment  of 
drug  and  menstruum  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  3,  that  of  conium 
and  veratrum  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  4 ;  and  that  in  no  case 
would  it  be  necessary  to  carry  percolation  beyond  15  fluid  ounces 
in  order  to  exhaust  the  quantity  of  drug  representing  a  pint  of 
tincture. 

The  process  we  have  followed  in  order  to  produce  a  standardized 
tincture  has  been  to  take  the  amount  of  drug  ordered  in  the 
Pharmacopeia  for  a  pint  of  tincture,  moisten  with  menstruum, 
pack  in  a  conical  percolator,  add  more  menstruum,  and  allow  per- 
colation to  proceed  until  10,  12,  or  15  fluid  ounces  percolate  has 
been  collected.  The  marc  is  expressed,  and  the  expressed  liquid 
added  to  the  percolate,  Avhich  is  then  assayed,  and  a  sufficient 
volume  of  menstruum  added  to  dilute  the  tincture  to  the  required 
standard. 

The  volume  of  percolate  to  be  collected  in  each  case,  together 
with  the  alkaloidal  standai'ds  projoosed,  are  shown  in  Table  III. 

Note  1.  The  stixndard  proposed  for  tincture  of  conium  is 
equivalent  to  '2  per  cent,  conine. 

Note  2.     The  tincture  of  stramonium  is  made  from  tlie  leaves. 

The  results  of  experiments  on  the  exhaustion  of  aconite  root  are 

given   in  Table  II.,   but   we  are  not   in  a  position  to  make  any 

proposal  for  the   standardization  of  the   tincture.     For  the  pro- 
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Cinchona    .     .     (2) 

(1) 
Colcbicum  .     .     (2) 

(1) 
Conium  ...     (2) 

(1) 
Gelsemium.     .     (2) 

(1)      . 
Hyoscyamus   .     (2) 

(1) 
Jaborandi   .     .     (2) 

(1) 
Lobelia  ...     (2) 

(1) 
Nux  vomica     .     (2) 

(l)Se 
Stramonium    .     (2)  Le 

Vcratruni  viridc  (2) 

O   m 
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Tahle  III. 
Showing  results  obtained  in  preparing  standard  tinctures. 


Tincture. 

Volume  of 
percolate 
collected. 

Percentaee 
of  Alkaloid 
in  percolate. 

Proposed 
standard 
per  cent. 

Percentage 
of  extract 
in  finished 
tincture. 

Belladonna    .... 

12  fl.  ozs. 

•068 

•025 

10 

Cinchona 

15  fl.  ozs. 

1-27 

1^0 

6-28 

Colchicum      . 

10  fl.  ozs. 

•156 

•075 

2-04 

Conium     .     . 

10  fl.  ozs. 

•520 

•25 

1-66 

Gelsemium    . 

12  fl.  ozs. 

•056 

•025 

1-26 

Hj'oscyamus 
Jaborandi 

12  fl.  ozs. 
12  fl.  ozs. 

•012 
1^24 

•010 
1-0 

414 

3-78 

Lobelia     .      .     . 

1.5  fl.  ozs. 

•052 

•025 

1^08 

Nux  Vomica  . 

12  fl.  ozs. 

•360 

•250 

1^24 

Stramonium  . 

12  fl.  ozs. 

•037 

■025 

1-43 

Veratrum  Viride 

15  fl.  ozs. 

•160 

•1 

3-40 

2  ounces. 
14  fluid  ounces. 
7     „ 


duction  of  standardized  tincture  of  opium  the  following  process  is 
proposed  : — • 
Take  of— 

Moist  opium  in  slices 

Distilled  water 

Rectified  spirit 

Rub  the  opium  with  the  distilled  water  until  it  is  thoroughly 
disintegrated,  macerate  for  six  hours,  add  the  rectified  spirit  and 
macerate  for  seven  days,  strain  and  press,  adding  the  pressings  to 
the  strained  tincture,  and  filter.  The  percentage  of  morphine  is 
estimated  by  a  modification  of  the  B.P.  process  for  the  assay  of 
opium  (Ghernist  and  Druggist,  vol.  xlii.,  p.  77),  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  a  mixture  of  one  measure  I'ectified  spirit  and  two 
measures  water  is  then  added  to  reduce  the  amount  of  morphine 
in  the  tincture  to  "70  per  cent. 


The  Pkesident  said  all  must  appreciate  the  value  of  this  most 
important  paper,  and  the  remark  with  reference  to  nux  vomica 
was  especially  to  the  point.  The  tincture  made  according  to  the 
present  B.P.  process  had  a  peculiar  burnt  flavour  and  odour,  owing 
no  doubt  to  the  method  of  drying,  instead  of  percolating  direct 
from  the  drug. 

Mr.  Gr:nKAiU)  said  he  had  had  some  experience  of  the  action  of 
heat  on  alkaloidal  matter.  If  you  took  a  solution  of  atropine  and 
boiled  it  even  with  alcohol,  it  lost  50  per  cent,  of  its  alkaloidal 
power  in  about  ten  minutes.  It  seemed  to  be  converted  into  a 
new  body  containing,  with  the  old  alkaloid,  atropa  and  atropine. 
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It  was  very  easily  done,  thongli  ifc  was  perhaps  not  genei-ally 
known.  Stryclinine  was  not  so  easy  to  decompose  as  atropine, 
still,  the  same  thing  applied,  he  believed,  to  all  alkaloids,  and 
therefore  the  use  of  heat  should  be  avoided  as  far  as  possible.  He 
should  like  to  know  if  the  authors  had  any  information  as  to  how 
long  these  tinctures  would  maintain  their  standard  strength,  be- 
cause if  they  changed  materially  it  would  give  rise  to  a  great  deal 
of  annoyance.  If  a  pharmacist  Avere  called  upon  to  produce 
tinctures  of  a  certain  standard,  and  found  that  after  being  on  his 
shelves  for  twelve  months  they  had  lost  10  or  15  per  cent,  of 
alkaloid,  or  even  more,  and  the  public  analyst  came  down  upon 
liim,  it  would  be  very  unfortunate. 

Mr.  CoxROY  said  the  work  done  by  the  authors  of  this  paper 
was  truly  gigantic.  He  had  studied  all  their  papers  on  this  sub- 
ject with  very  great  interest,  and  he  must  add  that  he  had  learned 
a  good  deal  from  them.  He  could  endorse  what  had  been  said 
by  Mr.  Wright  about  preparations  from  standardized  drugs  and 
extracts,  and  considered  it  was  a  retrograde  step.  He  said,  when 
Messrs.  Dunstan  and  Short  brought  forward  their  formula  for  the 
preparation  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  that  it  was  a  mistake  ;  you 
did  not  get  as  nice  a  preparation,  and  it  had  an  unpleasant  burnt 
odour  and  taste.  The  standardized  opium  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
was  also  a  retrograde  step,  and  he  thought  the  standard  of  opium 
should  be  raised.  He  thought  the  plan  usually  adopted  by  makers 
on  a  large  scale  was  that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Wright ;  they  stan- 
dardized the  tincture  and  made  it  up  to  the  correct  strength.  That 
was  the  best  way  of  getting  the  right  strength. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  reply,  said  Mr.  Gerrard's  suggestion  had  not 
been  lost  sight  of.  Care  had  been  taken  to  preserve  specimens  of 
each  batch  of  tinctures  made,  which  were  put  by,  and  as  soon  as 
they  had  time  they  hoped  to  settle  the  question  of  permanence. 
These  tinctures  had  been  already  kept  in  stock  two  or  three  years, 
and  a  further  report  would  be  made  later  on.  He  was  grateful  to 
Mr.  Conroy  for  his  remarks,  especially  considering  his  great  ex- 
perience in  the  matter.  He  would  emphasize  his  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  the  inadvisability  of  producing  tincture  of  nux  vomica 
from  the  extract.  This  was  one  of  the  extracts  which  became 
very  hard  and  dry,  and  it  was  often  reported  to  him  by  those  en- 
trusted with  the  operation  that  they  could  not  get  the  extract  to 
dissolve  in  the  spirit.  It  had  occurred  to  him  whether  this  might 
not  be  a  case  similar  to  that  which  occurred  in  making  tincture 
of  opium  by  the  B.P.  process,  and  whether  if  the  extract  were  not 
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entirely  dissolved  it  was  certain  that  all  tlie  alkaloid  was  dis- 
solved. There  would  be  one  advantage  in  fixing  a  standard  for 
these  tinctures  which  ought  not  to  be  lost  siglit  of  ;  it  would  to 
a  certain  extent  clear  them  from  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  danger 
in  the  production  of  pharmaceutical  tinctures,  tha-t  the  di-ug 
might  not  always  be  obtained  from  the  proper  source.  He  re- 
membered a  case  of  tincture  of  jaborandi  which  did  not  contain 
one-fourth  the  alkaloid  it  ought  to  have  done.  Immediately  after- 
wards he  read  a  pajjer  by  Mr.  Holmes  on  the  advantage  of  fixing 
the  geographical  source  of  many  of  the  drugs  in  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  he  mentioned  specially  Pilocarpus  selloanus,  the  leaves  of 
which  he  said  did  not  contain  nearly  as  much  alkaloid  as  the 
ofiicial  jaborandi.  Again,  in  the  case  of  conium  he  had  met  with 
a  specimen  in  which  the  quantity  of  alkaloid  was  so  small  that  it 
could  scarcely  be  estimated,  though  judging  by  the  colour,  and 
other  characters,  one  would  have  said  that  it  was  a  splendid  sample 
of  hemlock  fruit. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  authors  for  their  valuable 
paper. 


The  next  paper  read  was  a — 

NOTE    ON   THE    SPECIFIC   GRAVITY   OF    SANDAL 
WOOD    OIL. 

By  Michael  Conroy,  F.C.S. 

The  specific  gravity  of  sandal  wood  oil,  as  given  by  the  various 
authorities,  differs  to  a  very  great  extent.  For  instance,  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  states  that  it  is  "  usually  about  "  "96  ;  the 
United  States  Pharmacopeia  "about"  •945;  Squire's  "Com- 
panion," 15th  edition,  '970  to  '980  when  distilled  in  London,  and 
*990  when  distilled  in  India ;  Pharmacographia,  '963.  Mr.  E.  M. 
Holmes,  in  a  veiy  able  and  interesting  paper,  published  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  March  27,  1886,  gives  the  specific 
gravity,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Ince,  as  "9713  for  English  oil, 
and  from  "9738  to  "9797  for  German  oil.  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan, 
in  a  paper  published  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  Feb.  11, 
1888,  calls  attention  to  the  low  specific  gravity  given  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  recommends  that  it  be  raised  to  "970- 
'990.  More  i-ecently  Mr.  Cripps  states  that  he  considers  the  Phai'- 
macopocia  density  too  low,  and  recommends  that  it  be  raised  to 
•970.  He  gives  particulars  of  three  samples  obtained  from  English 
houses  of  repute.     These  were  "9765,  "9759,  and  "9784. 
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Whilst  fully  appreciating  the  value  of  these  very  excellent 
papers,  we  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the  authors  were  labour- 
ing under  the  disadvantage  of  working  with  samples  which  they 
did  not  make  themselves.  This  note  is  the  result  of  experiments 
personally  conducted  on  a  manufacturing  scale  with  the  object  of 
throwing  a  fuller  light  on  the  subject,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
show  that  the  specific  gravity  of  carefully  made  sandal  wood  oil  is 
fairly  constant,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  carelessly  made  oil, 
though  absolutely  pure,  may  vary  to  a  considerable  extent.  I  also 
hope  to  show  why  the  Indian-made  oil  is  of  greater  density. 

A  distiller  of  this  oil  soon  discovers  that  the  density  increases 
as  the  distillation  proceeds,  the  lighter  poi'tion  coming  over  first, 
and  the  denser  last.  This  holds  good  with  all  essential  oils  that 
I  have  observed.  The  following  two  experiments  show  how  the 
density  varies : — 

A  6  cwt.  charge  of  very  fine  Mysore  wood  was  placed  in  the 
still  and  the  oil  collected  in  six  fairly  equal  portions  as  it  came 
over.  The  specific  gravities  of  the  first,  third,  and  sixth  were 
carefully  taken  at  60°  F.  These  were  respectively  'OGSS,  '976.3, 
and  '9833,  and  the  whole  six  fractions  when  mixed  '9752. 

A  similar  charge  of  very  fine  Mysore  root  was  next  placed  in 
the  still  and  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  specific  gravities  of  the 
fractions  were  pi'actically  the  same,  and  the  whole  when  mixed 
together  gave  '9758. 

These  experiments  show  how  important  it  is  to  mix  the  whole 
of  the  oil  of  each  distillation  together,  and  I  think  they  show  how 
discrepancies  have  arisen  as  to  the  correct  specific  gravity  of  this 
oil. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  I  have  taken  the  specific  gravities 
of  over  a  dozen  other  batches  of  this  oil,  distilled  under  my  pei-- 
sonal  supervision.  These  ranged  between  '9750  and  "9759,  the 
difference  being  only  in  the  fourth  decimal  place.  The  lowest 
specific  gravity  I  have  met  Avith  distilled  under  my  own  super- 
vision was  one  of  "9720. 

In  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  referred  to  above,  reference  is  made  to 
the  oil  distilled  in  India  being  of  much  greater  density  than  that 
distilled  in  England  from  the  same  wood.  The  sample  of  Indian 
oil  examined  by  Mr.  MacEwan  had  a  density  at  16°  C.  of  "9896. 
This  oil  was  specially  distilled  in  Mysore  for  the  Museum  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Dr.  Bidie,  of  Madras,  having  got  it  done 
at  Mr.  Holmes'  request.  There  was,  therefore,  no  doubt  of  its 
genuineness,  and  its  high  density  appeared  to  me  to  be  due  to  the 
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manner  in  which  the  oil  is  prepared  in  India.  This  process  is  very 
fully  described  in  Mr.  Holmes'  paper  on  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Bidie,  from  which  it  appears  that  a  charge  of  50  lbs.  of  chipped 
sandal  wood  is  placed  in  an  earthen  still,  covered  with  water 
which  is  renewed  from  time  to  time,  and  distillation  carried  on  for 
ten  days  and  nights,  the  produce  of  oil  from  this  quantity  of  wood 
being  20  ozs.  It  having  occurred  to  me  that  this  long  exposure  of 
the  oil  to  the  action  of  steam,  air,  and  water  was  sufficient  in  itself 
to  account  for  the  higher  density  of  the  oil,  I  put  my  theory  to 
the  test  in  the  following  simple  way  : — -One  pint  of  English -made 
oil  of  known  density  was  placed  in  a  jar  with  about  five  gallons 
of  water  and  kept  at  a  temperature  of  about  120°  F.  for  ten  days 
and  nights.  The  oil  increased  in  viscosity,  became  darker  in  colour, 
and  the  specific  gravity  increased  from  '975  to  'OSO.  The  loss  of 
oil  in  the  experiment  was  half  an  ounce,  due  chiefly  to  waste. 

In  England  the  oil  is  made  in  about  one-fourth  of  the  time,  in 
much  larger  operations,  with  more  perfect  apparatus,  and  is  care- 
fully collected  as  it  comes  over  from  the  still  to  avoid  oxidation. 
This  difference  in  the  mode  of  manufacture,  together  with  the  ex- 
periment just  referred  to,  fully  explains  wdiat  has  hitherto  seemed 
a  mystery,  and  it  explains  also  why  the  English-made  oil  is  so 
much  superior  to  the  Indian. 

The  chief  point  to  be  drawn  from  this  note  is  that  the  specific 
gravity  given  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  too  low  in  the  face 
of  the  fact  that  all  likely  adulterants  are  of  lower  density.  In  my 
opinion  it  should  be  raised  to  a  minimum  specific  gravity  of  '972  at 
60°  F. 


The  President  said  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  possibly  the 
cause  of  the  foreign  oil  being  so  inferior  to  the  English  was  that 
the  latter  was  obtained  from  the  best  chips,  whilst  the  Indian  oil 
was  collected  not  only  at  a  higher  temperature  but  very  probably 
from  refuse  wood  not  worth  exporting.  Probably,  also,  the  Indian 
oil  was  adulterated  before  it  came  over. 

Mr.  Dklm'e  asked  if  Mr.  Conroy  took  account  of  the  relative 
proportions  of  the  oils  of  different  specific  gravity,  and  also  if  he 
liad  any  information  as  to  their  relative  value  therapeutically;  the 
general  result  would  appear  to  show  that  the  heavier  oils  wei-e  of 
less  A%alue  than  the  lighter,  although  it  was  upon  the  effects  of 
the  heavier  oil  that  the  reputation  of  oil  of  sandal  was  gained. 

Mr.  R.  Wkkiut  did  not  think  there  was  any  essential  oil  used  in 
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pliarmacj  wliich  differed  in  density  to  so  great  an  extent  as  that 
of  sandal  wood.  He  had  liad  it  as  light  almost  as  oil  of  lemon, 
and  had  some  now  in  stock  which  was  almost  as  thick  as  castor 
oil.  He  had  often  wondered  what  was  the  reason  of  this  varia- 
tion in  density. 

Mr.  P.  MacEwax  said  this  paper  was  very  interesting,  but  it 
was  mainly  corroborative  of  previous  work,  and  it  was  very  grati- 
fying to  those  who,  like  himself,  had  advocated  the  alteration  of 
the  official  specific  gravity  to  '870  ^to  find  that  Mr.  Conroy,  from 
practical  experience,  agreed  with  them.  Sandal  wood  oil  was  not 
only  one  of  the  most  variable  materials  used  in  medicine,  but  one 
of  the  most  interesting.  Its  therapeutical  value  was  originally 
based  entirely  on  the  Indian  distilled  article,  but  now  he  believed 
very  little  of  that  was  imported.  What  was  used  was  distilled 
either  in  this  country,  in  Germany,  or  in  the  United  States.  He 
thought  any  specimen  which  was  as  light  as  oil  of  lemon  must  be 
spurious,  but  the  great  difference  in  density  which  undoubtedly 
existed  was,  he  believed,  due  to  the  age  of  the  wood  and  the  part 
of  the  wood  employed.  Nice,  fresh  heart  wood  would  yield  an  oil 
Avhich  might  be  anything  between  '860  and  '870,  simply  because  it 
had  not  been  sufficiently  exposed  to  enable  the  oil  to  be  oxidized. 
And  so  with  old  wood  exposed  in  chips  and  small  pieces  they  would 
expect  that  it  would  yield  a  denser  oil.  A  short  time  ago  he  heard 
from  a  gentleman  who  had  been  investigating  the  distillation  of 
this  oil  in  Mysore  the  reason  why  the  Indian  oil  was  so  heavy,  and 
it  was  exactly  what  Mr.  Conroy  had  indicated. 

Mr.  Conroy,  in  reply,  said  he  could  not  agree  with  the  President 
that  the  greater  density  of  the  Indian  oil  was  due  to  its  being 
made  from  refuse  wood,  and  thought  it  very  'unlikely.  He  had 
tested  many  samples  of  Indian  oil,  and  never  met  with  one  which 
was  adulterated.  There  was  not  so  much  coming  into  the  market 
now,  because  the  English  was  cheaper.  lie  stated  in  the  note  that 
the  oil  was  separated  into  six  equal  portions,  the  first,  third,  and 
sixth  being  the  ones  of  which  the  specific  gravity  was  taken  ;  they 
were  not  exact  measurements,  but  as  nearly  so  as  possible.  He 
thought  the  viscosity  of  the  oil  referred  to  by  Mr.  Wright  was 
owing  to  age  and  oxidation. 

Mr.  Conroy  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 
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Mr.  E.  H.  Farr  read  the  next  paper,  entitled  a — 

NOTE  ON  THE  ALKALOID AL  STRENGTH  OF 
HEMLOCK  FRUIT. 

By  E.  H.  Faer  axd  R.  Wright. 

In  bringing-  forward  the  subject  of  the  present  note  we  must 
apolo2:ise  for  the  want  of  originality  in  our  work,  but  the  subject 
is  of  such  importance  that  we  consider  it  imperative  to  call  the 
attention  of  pharmacists  generally  to  the  existing  condition  of 
things. 

In  the  B.P.,  1867,  "  The  dried  ripe  fruit  of  Conium  maculatum  " 
was  official,  and  was  used  for  making  the  tincture,  but  owing  to 
the  exhaustive  researches  of  Sir  R.  Christison,  Dr.  Manlius  Smith, 
and  Dr.  Harley,  who  proved  the  comparative  worthlessness  of  the 
ripe  fruit  and  advocated  the  use  of  the  unripe  in  its  place,  the 
compilers  of  the  present  B.P.  altered  their  description  to  meet  the 
recommendations  of  the  fore-named  investigators ;  consequently 
the  fruit  now  official  is  directed  to  be  "  Gathered  when  fully  de- 
veloped, but  while  still  green,  and  carefully  dried." 

We  had  occasion  in  a  note  on  tincture  of  conium,  published  in 
Pharm  Journ.,  [3],  vol.  xxi.,  p.  858,  to  refer  to  the  great  vai'iation 
in  the  strength  of  the  fruit  found  in  commerce,  and  we  stated  that 
of  eleven  samples  then  examined,  only  one  corresponded  to  the 
B.P.  description  of  "  Conii  Fructus,"  that  being  of  PJnglish  origin. 
We  append  the  alkaloidal  value  of  the  samples  then  examined,  as 
calculated  from  the  strength  of  the  tinctures  yielded  by  them. 

Table  I. — Shoicing  the  alkaloidal  strength  of  commercial  hemlock- 
fruit  :  — 

Hydrochlorates  of  Mixed  Alkaloids  per  Cent. 

1 1-304 

2 -600 

3 -512 

4 -568 

5 -832 

6 -816 

7 -800 

8 -096 

9 -im 

10 -800 

11 -800 

The  sample  No.  8  was   in  fine  powder,    and  afforded  a  green 
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tincture,  but  it  Lad  evidently  been  overheated  in  drying,  and  thus 
spoilt. 

At  the  time  we  stated  our  opinion  that  the  poor  quality  of  com- 
mercial fruit  was  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  allowed  to  ripen 
before  being  gathered,  and  not  owing  to  loss  of  alkaloid  on 
keeping,  as  suggested  by  Hai-ley ;  but  we  determined  on  an  in- 
vestigation to  clear  up  that  point,  and  to  determine  what  should 
be  the  strength  of  B.P.  dried  fruit.  With  these  ends  in  view,  a 
quantity  of  fruit  was  collected  by  one  of  us  from  wild  plants,  in 
August  and  September,  1892,  and  in  July  of  the  present  year, 
and  divided  into  portions  corresponding  to  the  average  develop- 
ment of  the  fruit  on  each  umbel,  which  would  vary  considerably, 
the  outer  fruit  being  much  larger  than  the  inner.  The  samples 
represented  the  diiferent  stages  of  growth  from  the  fall  of  the 
petals  to  full  ripeness,  and  were  collected  from  time  to  time  as 
opportunity  occurred.  The  plants  from  which  they  were  gathered 
differed  considerably  in  size  and  height,  according  to  age  and 
situation.  We  append  the  results  obtained  on  estimation  of  the 
various  samples. 


Table  II. — Shoiving  the  alkaloidal  strength  of  hemloclc  fruit,  fresh 
and  dried,  in  various  stages  of  development : — 

Htdrochlorates  of  Mixed  Alkaloids  per  Cent. 


1892. 

1893. 

Fresh. 

Dried. 

Fresh. 

Dried. 

Immature,  J  to  i  grown     .... 

— 

— 

•896 

300 

i  to  1      ,,         .... 

•975 

— 

— 

— 

*to| 

— 

— 

1-049 

3-32 

Nearly  mature,  ^  to  full  grown  .     . 

•935 

— 

— 

— 

Mature,  J  to  full  grown      .... 

— 

— 

1-088 

3-36 

Mature,  a  few  outer  ones  beginning 

to  turn  slightly  yellow    .... 

— 

— 

1-049 

— 

Mature,  yellowish  green  to  yellow   . 

-175 

— 

— 

— 

Mature,  yellow 

•434 

1-44 

— 

— 

Eipe,  grev 

— 

1-32 

— 



The  amount  of  moisture  in  the  fresh  fruit  varies  from  about  60 
per  cent,  in  the  older  stages  to  about  68  per  cent,  in  the  younger, 
but  is  not  a  constant  proportion. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  present  season's  fruit  is  of  better 
quality  than  that  of  1892 ;  in  fact,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  con- 
taining the  maximum  amount  of  alkaloid  likely  to  occur. 
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Another  point  woi-tby  of  attention  is  tlie  rapid  falling  away  in 
alkaloidal  value  which  occurs  as  the  fruit  begins  to  ripen,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  poor  quality  of  the  cora- 
mex'cial  drug,  though  we  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  sample 
appi^oaching  the  poor  quality  of  the  average  imported  fruit. 

Our  next  experiments  were  conducted  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  the  fruit  loses  any  alkaloid  when  carefully  dried.  Harley, 
in  his  formula  for  tincture  of  the  immature  fruit  of  hemlock,  re- 
commends 5  ounces  of  dried  or  8  ounces  of  undried  immature  fruit 
to  be  made  into  a  pint  of  tincture ;  therefore,  if  5  ounces  of  the 
dried  are  only  equivalent  to  8  ounces  of  the  fresh  fruit,  it  must  be 
inferred  that  about  half  the  alkaloid  is  lost  on  drying,  because  the 
fresh  fruit  contains  about  65  per  cent,  of  moisture.  Our  own 
examinations  of  dried  fruit,  however,  pointed  to  a  different  con- 
clusion, therefore,  to  settle  the  point,  portions  of  fruit  in  three 
separate  stages  of  development  were  taken  and  divided,  each  into 
two  parts  as  nearly  alike  as  their  condition  allowed,  though  being 
attached  to  their  stalks  strict  accuracy  was  not  attainable.  One 
portion  was  well  bruised,  and  sufficient  spirit  and  water  respec- 
tively added  to  make  a  tincture  containing  70  per  cent,  of  alcohol 
by  volume,  allowance  being  made  for  the  moisture  in  the  fruit ; 
the  other  portion  was  dried  at  100°  F.,  powdered,  and  converted 
into  tincture  by  percolation  with  70  per  cent,  spirit. 

The  results  obtained  on  examination  of  the  tinctures  correspon- 
ded very  nearly,  and  indicated  the  following  proportion  of  alkaloid 
in  the  fresh  and  dried  fruit  respectively,  weighed  as  hydrochlorate. 


Fresh  fruit. 

Dry  fruit. 

Cnlculated  for 
dry  fruit. 

Immature  fruit     .... 
Nearly  mature      .... 
B.P.  fruit 

•896 
1049 
1-088 

3-00 
3-3-2 
3-36 

2-8 

3-28 

3-40 

These  figures  prove  that  no  appreciable  loss  of  alkaloid  occurs 
in  drying  hemlock  fruit  at  100"  F. 

There  is  a  marked  difference  in  appcai-anco  between  tinctui-cs 
made  from  the  fi-esh  and  from  dried  fruit  ;  that  from  the  fresh 
remains  bright  and  free  from  sediment,  whilst  that  from  the  dried 
very  soon  goes  turbid  and  forms  a  deposit. 

With  reference  to  the  keeping  properties  of  the  dried  fruit,  Ave 
have  not  much  evidence  to  offer,  but  the  following  will  be  of  in- 
terest as  bearing  on   the   point.     The   remains  of   the   sample  of 
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fruit  used  in  the  preparation  of  No.  1  tincture,  described  in  our 
paper  on  "  Tincture  of  Coniura,"  previou-sly  referred  to,  were  set 
aside  in  an  open  box,  merely  wrapped  in  paper  as  received  from 
the  wholesale  house.  On  recently  looking  up  the  sample,  the  fruit 
was  found  to  be  mouldy  and  worm-eaten.  After  separation  of  the 
larvtc  and  debris  the  other  portion  was  estimated,  and  the  results 
proved  that  no  loss  could  have  occurred,  as  the  yield  of  alkaloid 
was  greater  than  in  1890,  to  an  extent  proportionate  to  the  loss 
of  substance  owing  to  the  depredations  of  the  grubs,  which  had 
evidently  avoided  the  alkaloidal  portion  of  the  fruit. 

After  the  foregoing  evidence  afforded  by  the  examination  of 
authentic  specimens,  we  consider  that  hemlock  fruit,  if  collected 
in  the  proper  stage  of  development  and  carefully  di'ied,  should 
yield  about  2  per  cent,  of  alkaloidal  hydrochlorates,  and  that  the 
tincture  should  be  standardized  to  contain  '2  per  cent,  of  conine 
or  •25  per  cent,  of  hydrochlorate.  The  dose  for  a  tincture  of  this 
strensfth  would  be  the  same  as  that  cfiven  for  the  official  tincture. 


The  President  said  this  Avas  another  paper  of  great  practical 
value.  Being  a  volatile  alkaloid,  of  course  conium  was  one  of 
those  tinctures  which  were  most  open  to  suspicion,  and  the  fruit 
as  it  was  received  from  the  herb  collectors  was  generally  over- 
ripe. 

Mr.  Ransom  asked  if  the  authors  had  examined  any  foreign 
samples  of  conium  fruit. 

Mr.  Elborne  asked  if  any  difficulty  had  been  found  in  obtaining 
the  requisite  quantity  of  wild  specimens  ;  if  so,  he  could  mention 
a  plantation  about  ten  miles  from  ISTottingham  where  it  grew 
plentifully. 

Mr.  Farr,  in  reply,  said  the  real  object  of  the  paper  was  to  point 
out  that  as  soon  as  the  fruit  began  to  turn  yellow,  it  immediately 
lost  in  strength.  It  should  therefore  be  collected  in  the  stage  of 
those  now  shown.  This  would  cause  no  difficulty,  because  at  that 
stage  the  bulk  of  the  fruit  would  be  of  full  size,  and  possibly  a 
fourth  of  them  not  fully  developed.  Of  the  eleven  samples  re- 
fert^ed  to  in  the  first  table,  of  which  only  one  reached  1  per  cent., 
the  sample  which  was  above  that  was  English,  all  the  rest  were 
foreign.  They  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  as  much  of  the  wild 
fruit  as  they  required. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  authors  for  their  paper. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

B    B 
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Wednesdaij,  August  16th. 
The  President  took  the  chair  at  ten  o'clock,  and  the  business 
commenced  with  the  reading  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  Ernest  J.  Pai"ry 
on  : — 

COMMERCIAL  BEESWAX, 

By  Ernest  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  and  P.  A.  Estcourt,  A.I.C. 

A  large  dealer  having  recently  drawn  our  attention  to  the 
amount  of  adulterated  beeswax  at  present  on  the  market,  we  ob- 
tained samples  from  sources  of  various  descriptions  with  a  view  to 
seeing  if  the  adulteration  was  as  general  as  we  were  led  to  believe. 
"We  obtained  twelve  samples  in  all,  some  of  them  frorn  the  best 
London  wholesale  druggists.  Of  these  eight  were  adulterated  and 
four  genuine.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  samples  obtained 
from  the  best  houses  were  the  most  heavily  adulterated.  Indeed, 
one  of  these  might  better  have  been  described  as  "  adulterated 
paraffin,"  consisting,  as  it  did,  of  about  75  per  cent  of  paraffin  and 
25  per  cent,  of  beeswax.  The  usual  adulterations  of  this  sub- 
stance are  colophony,  paraffin,  stearic  acid,  carnauba  wax,  and 
spermaceti,  in  addition  to  bodies  such  as  gypsum,  ochre  and  sul- 
phur. Of  these  we  have  been  able  to  find  only  paraffin,  stearic 
acid,  and  resin  (in  the  samples  above  referred  to). 

The  general  method  of  analysis  used  was  that  of  Hiibl,  by 
determining  the  amount  of  potash  required  for  neatralisation  of 
the  uncombined  acids,  and  also  that  required  for  saponification  of 
the  ethers.  The  melting-point  and  specific  gravity  were  taken, 
the  latter  by  Chattaway's  method,  and  special  tests  were  applied 
in  cases  where  adultei^ation  was  probable.  Resin  was  detected  by 
the  nitric  acid  test  in  one  case  only.  Five  grammes  of  the  sample 
were  boiled  with  20  c.c.  of  nitric  acid,  and  after  cooling  diluted 
with  water  and  shaken  with  ammonia  ;  the  presence  of  resin  was 
indicated  by  an  intense  red  coloration.  Paraffin  was  indicated  in 
many  of  the  samples  by  the  low  amount  of  alkali  required  for  both 
neuti'alisation  and  saponification.  Its  isolation  was  effected  by  de- 
composing the  beeswax  by  boiling  it  with  strong  sulphuric  acid. 
The  fluid  frothed  and  evolved  sulphui'ous  acid,  and  much  charring 
took  place.  The  mass  soon  became  solid,  and  Avas  washed  with 
water  and  exhausted  with  ether  in  a  Soxhlet's  apparatus.  The 
charring  Avas  repeated  twice,  sometimes  three  times.  The  paraf- 
fin hydrocai'bons  were  thus  separated  in  a  nearly  pure  state. 
The  melting  point  of  these  Avere  taken  and  found  to  be  in  nearly 
all  cases  about  4°-6°  below  that  of  the  sample  from  Avhich  they 
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were  extracted ;  for  example,  in  samples  Nos.  o  and  6  the  paraffin 
melted  at  54°. 

Below  is  a  table  embodying  the  results  of  the  analyses.  We 
may  point  out  that  the  accepted  figures  for  genuine  wax  are  as 
follows  : — 


Sp.  pr. 
at  15°'5. 

Sp.  gr. 
at  100°. 

Melting 
point. 

P.  c.  of 

KOH  for 

acids. 

P.  c.  of 

KOH  for 

ethers. 

Unbleached  wax 

Bleached  (air) 

,,         (chemically)     .     .     . 

•9630 
•0610 
•9640 

■8220 
•8180 
•8270 

63°  •S 
63° -5 
63" -5 

2^0 
2-0 
2-4: 

1-0 

7 '5 
7-1 

Although  paraffin  and  resin  were  the  only  adulterants  we  were 
able  to  actually  detect,  in  those  cases  where  we  extracted  the 
hydrocarbon  wax,  and  the  percentage  of  potash  used  for  neutra- 
lisation of  the  free  acids  was  greater  than  the  amount  of  beeswax 
present  required,  we  could  only  assume  that  this  was  accounted 
for  by  the  presence  of  stearic  acid.  For  example,  in  sample  No. 
5  the  percentage  of  myricin  found  was  25.  Taking  85  per  cent, 
as  an  average  pure  wax,  this  represents  30  per  cent,  of  beeswax, 
which  would  require  about  '6  per  cent,  of  potash  for  neutralisation 
of  the  free  acids.  The  sample,  however,  required  practically  22 
per  cent.,  that  is  1"6  per  cent,  in  excess,  which  represents  8  per  cent. 
of  stearic  acid.  The  only  reason  we  have  for  offering  this  note  to 
the  Conference  is  to  point  out  to  what  an  alarming  extent  even 
the  best  druggists  are  supplying  adulterated  wax,  and  we  think 
the  Pharmacopoeia  might  well  give  some  fuller  and  more  decisive 
tests  than  it  at  present  does  for  this  article.  (For  Table  of 
Analysis,  see  p.  372.) 

The  President  said  every  one  would  agree  that  this  paper  con- 
tained a  serious  indictment,  and  demanded  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration. He  had  no  idea  that  beeswax  was  adulterated  to- 
anything  like  such  an  extent.  Living  in  a  country  district,  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  those  who  kept  bees  sufficient 
wax  for  his  requirements,  but  that  did  not  apply  to  large  towns, 
and  especially  to  London,  where  the  chemist  had  to  depend  upon 
the  wholesale  houses.  Who  was  responsible  for  this  adulteration 
was  a  very  serious  question.  He  had  always  supposed  that  the 
wax  supplied  in  half  basin-shaped  blocks  was  pure,  though  some- 
times of  indifferent  colour. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  it  should  be  remembered  that  beeswax  was 
used  for  other  purposes  as  well  as  pharmacy.     There  was  a  mix- 
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ture,  such  as  Mr.  Parry  had  referred  to,  of  solid  paraffin  and  bees- 
wax, and  it.  was  not  at  all  uncommon  for  wholesale  houses  to  be 
asked  for  the  mixture  under  a  particular  name,  for  certain  pur- 
poses which  had  nothing  to  do  with  galenicals.  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  that  beeswax  was  adulterated  with  stearic  acid,  and  he 
should  like  to  know  if  there  were  any  other  circumstantial 
evidence,  apart  from  the  analytical  data  given,  to  confirm  that 
statement.  He  would  also  ask  Mr.  Parry  if  he  had  made  blank 
experiments,  adding  so  much  paraffin,  or  stearic  acid,  to  pure 
beeswax,  and  comparing  the  results  with  his  previous  ones.  He 
believed  that  the  beeswax  in  the  English  market  was  principally 
drawn  from  the  country  districts,  and  it  was  a  common  thing  for 
Avholesale  houses  to  be  dependent  almost  exclusively  on  their  cus- 
tomers to  supply  them.  He  was  much  surprised  at  the  results 
brought  forward,  and  though  he  did  not  in  the  least  question  the 
correctness  of  the  analyses,  he  thought  the  facts  were  to  be 
accounted  for  in  some  other  way  than  by  wilful  adulteration. 

Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  deprecated  the  employment  of  such 
strong  language  as  appeared  in  the  paper,  which  Avhen  published 
would  lead  people  to  believe  that  the  best  chemists  were  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  adulterated  beeswax.  As  far  as  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  kind  prevailed  in  Scotland,  w^here  they  had  an 
abundant  supply  of  genuine  beeswax. 

Mr.  LiXFORD  said  there  was  one  very  obvious  source  for  the  so- 
called  adulteration  by  paraffin.  It  was  a  very  common  practice 
now  with  bee-keepers  to  put  into  their  hives  comb  foundations  for 
the  bees  to  build  on,  and  these  were  frequently  made  of  paraffin 
wax.  Of  course,  when  the  bee-keeper  had  extracted  the  honey 
he  melted  down  the  comb,  paraffin  foundation  and  all,  without 
any  intention  to  adulterate,  and  the  wax  thus  obtained  might 
easily  show  10  per  cent,  of  paraffin. 

Mr.  Grierson  thought  the  aiithor  had  done  a  great  service  to 
the  wholesale  as  well  as  the  retail  trade.  It  was  high  time  that 
attention  was  called  to  the  matter,  for  it  was  well  known  in  the 
wholesale  trade  that  so-called  genuine  wax  was  sold  at  a  lower 
price  than  it  could  be  got  for.  It  was  offered  regularly  at  Is.  2d.  a 
lb.,  whereas  the  genuine  article  could  not  be  bought  in  large  quan- 
tities for  less  than  Is.  4^c7.  or  Is.  5|(Z.  The  wholesale  trade  was 
not  entirely  to  blame  ;  the  retail  trade  had  the  matter  pretty 
much  in  their  own  hands,  for  it  was  perfectly  possible  to  get  pure 
wax  if  they  insisted  on  it.  It  was  not  at  all  necessary  that  the 
wax  should  be   English.     Some  of  that  imported  from  Holstein 
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and  also  from  Jamaica  appeared  to  liim  to  be  tliorouglily  genuiue, 
and  quite  equal  as  regarded  its  physical  pi-operties  to  the  English 
article.  Perhaps  one  i-eason  of  the  pi-esent  state  of  things  was 
the  difficulty  of  testing  it,  and  if  the  method  now  suggested  were 
a  ready  one,  and  the  subject  were  taken  up  generally,  much  good 
might  be  done. 

Mr.  Burden  said  he  could  confirm  what  the  President  had  said 
about  the  difficulty  of  getting  pure  wax  in  London.  In  the  old 
pharmacopoeia  it  was  a  Yerj  important  article,  and  preparations 
made  with  different  sorts  of  wax  varied  veiy  considerably.  The 
difficulties  he  had  experienced  in  getting  really  fine  genuine  bees- 
wax were  so  great  that  for  many  years  he  had  obtained  it  from 
the  bailiff  on  a  nobleman's  estate  in  Essex,  and  honey  also  ;  and  it 
was  quite  different  to  what  he  coald  get  from  any  wholesale  house 
in  London.  Many  preparations  depended  to  a  great  extent  for 
their  efficacy  as  well  as  keeping  properties  on  the  purity  and 
character  of  the  beeswax,  and  the  matter  was  therefore  of  very 
considerable  importance. 

Mr.  CoNROY  said  no  doubt  there  was  a  lot  of  adulteration  in  bees- 
wax, but  the  wholesale  houses  were  not  to  blame.  He  believed 
Mr.  Parry  alluded  chiefly  to  white  wax. 

Mr.  Parjjy  said  no  ;  he  tested  seven  yellow  samples  and  five 
white,  and  of  the  adulterated  ones  five  were  yellow  and  three 
white. 

Mr.  CoNEOY  said  he  was  surprised  at  that.  There  w^as  no  doubt 
a  great  deal  of  adulterated  beeswax  on  the  market,  but  for  phar- 
maceatical  use  there  was  plenty  of  pure  w^ax  to  be  had  from 
almost  any  London  or  provincial  house.  In  Liverpool  there  was 
an  enormous  amount  imported  from  North  America  and  Chili,  and 
he  very  rarely  found  it  adulterated.  He  had  never  found  gypsum, 
ochi'e,  starch,  or  resin  in  beeswax  ;  those  adulterants  were  found 
in  text-books,  but  not  in  commerce.  Nor  had  he  ever  found  stearic 
acid.  The  usual  adulterant  for  white  wax  was  spermaceti,  which 
was  added  to  whiten  it,  and  for  yellow  wax,  ceresin. 

Mr.  Dkl'ce  thought  Mr.  Parry  had  done  good  service  in  bringing 
this  m.atter  forward.  If  a  person  asked  for  beeswax  he  ought  to 
get  it ;  if  he  wanted  ceresin  he  could  order  it. 

Mr.  BuRFOUD  said  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  that  the  wax 
obtained  in  the  country  was  quite  unsophisticated,  but  ho  had  met 
with  it  containing  a  large  amount  of  yoUow  soap. 

Mr.  Butler  said  much  of  the  foreign  wax  imported  was  quite 
equal  to  anything  obtained  from  the  rural  districts  of  England  ;  it 
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was  quite  as  free  from  adulteration,  and  answered  equally  well. 
This  could  be  obtained  and  sold  at  Is.  and  Is.  2(i.  a  lb.,  or  even  less. 

Mr.  CoNROY  said  a  very  common  adulterant  of  foreign  wax  was 
in  the  shape  of  stones  weighing  from  7  to  14  lbs. 

Mr.  Parry,  in  reply,  said  he  knew  that  some  time  ago  people  in 
the  country  had  a  much  better  chance  of  getting  pure  beeswax 
than  those  in  London  ;  but  he  believed  a  good  deal  of  that  now  sold 
by  London  houses  was  imported.  It  was  acknowledged  on  all 
hands  that  there  was  a  mixture  of  paraffin  and  beeswax  on  the 
market,  which  was  not  used  for  pharmaceutical  purposes,  but  his 
point  was  that  it  was  used  for  such  purposes.  It  was  almost  an 
open  secret  that  the  white  flat  saucer  wax  was  invariably  adulter- 
ated, because  it  was  regularly  melted  down  with  paraffin  before 
it  was  supplied ;  but  he  was  careful  to  obtain  every  sample  except 
•one — which  was  no  doubt  the  worst — as  pure  genuine  beeswax  in 
the  lump  form,  which  had  not  been  cast  in  a  saucer.  He  had  the 
sample  still,  and  if  he  could  find  it  he  would  send  it  to  Mr.  Naylor. 
There  was  no  question  of  blank  experiments;  if  you  boiled  bees- 
wax three  times  with  concentrated  oil  of  vitriol  under  a  condenser, 
and  extracted  with  ether,  there  was  no  question  of  beeswax ; 
hydrocarbon  wax  was  the  only  thing  which  would  stand  that 
treatment.  He  did  not  think  stearic  acid  was  a  mere  text-book 
■adulterant ;  Mr.  Allen  made  a  strong  point  of  it  in  his  "  Commercial 
Analysis  ;  "  nor  were  some  of  the  other  adulterants,  sulphur  for 
instance.  The  practical  inconvenience  resulting  from  this  adulter- 
ation was  very  great.  After  he  had  written  this  note  he  was 
brought  a  large  number  of  stock  ai-ticles  which  his  firm  sent  out 
in  which  beeswax  was  an  ingredient,  and  the  wax  had  been  so  soft 
owing  to  the  presence  of  paraffin  that  the  whole  of  them  melted 
■during  the  warm  weather.  They  could  not  get  pure  beeswax,  and 
were  obliged  to  use  carnauba  wax  to  get  the  required  consistence. 
He  had  no  desire  that  these  things  should  be  published  in  the 
newspapers,  but  he  thought  it  very  desirable  that  the  pharmaceu- 
tical press  should  deal  with  the  matter.  He  noticed  that  most  of 
the  gentlemen  who  agreed  with  him  had  examined  a  large  number 
of  samples,  but  those  who  differed  from  him  seemed  to  go  by  their 
•general  impressions.  As  to  the  tests,  the  specific  gravity  was  a 
very  simple  one  ;  the  Pharmacopoeia  limits  were  far  too  wide,  '950 
to  '970.  He  should  not  allow  more  than  from  '960  to  '965,  with 
perhaps  a  margin  of  one  on  each  side.  When  you  had  beeswax 
melting  at  51°  there  could  be  no  question  about  it.  He  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  blank  experiments,  because  the  analy- 
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tical  figures  Avei'e  so  well  understood.  The  specific  gravity  and 
melting  point  were  practically  fixed  ;  the  amount  of  potash  should 
not  vary  more  than  from  9  to  10  per  cent.,  but  he  had  a  sample 
going  down  as  low  as  4  per  cent,  of  potash  for  complete  saponifi- 
cation and  neutralisation.  On  the  Avhole  he  thought  he  had  treated 
the  subject  very  mildly. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  it  was  not  the  question  of  detecting  paraffin 
in  beeswax  which  required  check  experiments,  but  to  ascertain 
whether  the  results  were  quantitatively  coi-rect  as  well  as  qualita- 
tively. 

Mr.  Parry  said  the  quantity  was  determined  by  the  amount  of 
potash,  but  in  many  cases  they  actually  weighed  the  paraffin,  and 
as  a  rule  it  corresponded  within  5  per  cent.  Of  course  the  method 
was  a  little  crude,  but  as  a  rule  the  paraffin  obtained  by  weight 
agreed  with  that  obtained  by  saponification. 

Mr.  Parry  was  thanked  for  his  interestinar  cominunication. 


The  following  paper  was  then  read  :  — 

NOTE  ON  EASTON'S  SYRUP. 

By  R.  Wright, 

Phannaceuiical  Chemist. 

The  original  formula  for  this  syrup,  as  published  by  Dr.  Aitken 
in  his  "Science  and  Practice  of  Medicine,"  included  (1)  the  pre- 
paration of  ferrous  phosphate  by  precipitating  a  solution  of  ferrous 
sulphate  with  an  excess  of  sodium  phosphate,  (2)  the  prepai-ation 
of  quinine  hydrate  by  treating  an  acid  solution  of  the  sulphate 
with  a  slight  excess  of  ammonia,  and  (3)  the  solution  of  the  well- 
washed  precipitates,  together  with  a  fixed  quantity  of  strychnine, 
in  dilute  phosphoric  acid;  the  process  being  completed  by  the 
addition  of  sugar,  which  was  dissolved  in  the  solution  without  the 
employment  of  heat. 

As  originally  devised,  the  syrup  was  intended  to  contain  the- 
equivalent  of  1  grain  quinine  suli)liute,  -^^^  grain  strychnine 
(alkaloid),  and  1  gi-ain  hydrous  ferrous  ])hosphate  in  each  fluid 
drachm. 

The  process  published  by  Dr.  Aitken  was  faulty  in  more  thai* 
one  respect,  and  although,  judging  fi-om  the  quantities  given  in 
the  formula,  the  evident  intention  was  to  produce  24  fluid  ounces 
of  syrup,  the  wording  of   the  recipe  was  so  vague  and  indefinite. 
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that  in  the  hands  of  different  operators  it  might  yield,  as  shown  by 
P.  ^y.  Squire  (Chemist  and  Druggist,  vol.  xlii.,  795),  25,  29,  or  31 
fluid  ounces. 

Taking  into  account  the  indefiniteness  of  the  original  recipe  and 
the  susceptibility  of  the  ingredients  to  undergo  physical  and 
chemical  changes,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  pharmaceutical 
mind  has  been  greatly  exercised  over  this  compound,  with  the  con- 
sequent result  that  numerous  suggestions  for  its  improvement 
have  been  made. 

The  following  is  a  list — necessarily  incomplete — of  writers  on 
the  subject  : — 

T.  B,  Groves,  Year-Book  of  Fliarmacy,  1869,  p.  35. 

W.  L.  Howie,  Year-Booh  of  Pharmacy,  1876,  p.  588. 

E.  B.  Shuttleworth,  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1877,  p.  244. 

T.  M.  Clague,  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy,  1889,  p.  380. 

W.  Lyon  and  W.  Martindale,  Pharm.  Joiirn.,  [3],  vol.  xxiii.,  p. 
795. 

P.  W.  Squire,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  vol.  xlii.,  pp.  422  and 
795. 

An  analysis  of  the  literature  of  the  subject  shows  that  the 
attention  of  pharmacists  has  been  directed  mainly  to  the  following 
points  : — 

1.  The  process  best  adapted  for  the  introduction  into  the  pre- 
paration of  a  definite  quantity  of  ferrous  phosphate, 

2.  The  composition  of  the  deposits  (crystalline  and  amorphous) 
which  appear  in  the  syrup. 

3.  The  cause,  and  prevention,  of  the  development  of  colour  in 
the  syrup,  on  keeping. 

4.  The  excessive  acidity  of  this  and  other  phosphatic  syrups. 
Several    methods   have  been  employed   for  the  preparation  of 

the  ferrous  phosphate.  By  Easton's  original  process  at  least  30 
per  cent,  was  lost,  and  in  the  B.P.  1867,  sodium  acetate  was  intro- 
duced, by  which  means  the  loss  was  reduced  to  about  20  per  cent. 
Schweitzer  proposed  the  substitution  of  sodium  bicarbonate  for 
sodium  acetate,  in  order  to  neutralise  the  free  acid,  and  this  sug- 
gestion was  adopted  in  the  last  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
By  this  means  practically  the  whole  of  the  phosphate  theoretically 
producible  is  obtained. 

It  was,  however,  shown  by  Howie  and  others,  that  in  the  phos- 
phate thus  prepared  the  proportion  of  ferrous  phosphate  Avas  not 
greater  than  50  per  cent.  H.  W.  Jones  {Pharm.  Jour7i.,  [3],  v., 
541)  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  production   of  the  phosphate  in 
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solution  by  the  direct  action  of  phosplioric  acid  upon  tlie  metal, 
and  this  process  is  now  very  generally  followed. 

The  deposit  which  occurs  in  the  syrup  varies  in  its  character. 
As  thrown  down  by  old  specimens  it  usually  consists  of  ferric 
phosphate  in  an  amorphous  condition.  Sometimes,  however,  as 
shown  by  Clague  in  a  note  read  before  this  Conference  in  1889,  a 
distinct  crystallisation  takes  place,  accompanied  frequently  in 
cold  weather  by  gelatinisation  of  the  syrup  and  subsequent  solidi- 
fication. 

The  crystals  formed  consist  of  an  acid  phosphate  of  quinine. 

The  development  of  colour  in  phosphatic  syrups  Avas  shown  by 
Groves  some  years  ago  to  be  due  to  the  production  of  caramel  by 
the  action  of  free  jahosphoric  acid  upon  the  sugar. 

This  conclusion  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  dis- 
coloration in  the  syrup  appears  to  vary  according  to  the  percentage 
of  acid  and  of  sugar  present. 

The  development  of  colour  is  also  accompanied  by  partial 
oxidation  of  the  iron,  and  is  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  iron 
converted  into  ferric  salt,  the  whole  series  of  changes  being  induced 
through  the  agency  of  atmospheric  oxygen. 

Not  only  is  the  discoloration  of  phosphatic  syrups  attributable 
to  the  action  of  the  free  acid  upon  the  sugar,  but  the  crystallisa- 
tion of  the  quinine  salt  has  been  refex'red  by  Dott,  Lyon,  and 
Squire  to  the  same  cause. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  therefore  that,  when  in  the  last 
edition  of  the  British  PharmacopcBia,  the  propoi'tion  of  free  acid 
in  the  official  syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron  was  raised  by  50  per 
cent.,  the  fact  would  have  escaped  criticism,  but  that  attention  was 
drawn  to  it  by  Conroy,  in  a  note  read  before  the  Liverpool  Che- 
mists' Association  {Fharm.  Journ.,  [3],  xvi.,  379). 

I  believe  that  most,  if  not  all,  the  ills  of  which  we  have  to  com- 
plain Avith  regard  to  Easton's  syrup,  and  also  to  syrup  of  phosphate 
of  iron,  are  due  to  their  extreme  acidity. 

Now  it  has  been  shown  that  the  latter  preparation  may  easily 
be  made  with  only  half  the  B.P.  quantity  of  phosphoric  acid,  and 
that  a  syrup  so  made  is  stable  and  satisfactory. 

Lyon  has  also  proved  that  a  preparation  of  this  character  is  well 
adapted  for  the  production  of  Easton's  syrup,  yielding  a  product 
Avliich  will  keep  for  a  reasonable  lengtli  of  time  without  depositing, 
crystallising,  or  undergoing  discoloration. 

A  cai'eful  review  of  the  whole  subject  has  led  me  to  the  follow- 
ing conclusions  :  — 


BRITISH    PHAKMACEUTICAL    COXFERENCE.  379 

1.  Thai  the  ferrous  phosphate  is  best  prepared  by  the  direct 
action  of  phosphoric  acid  upon  metallic  iron. 

2.  That  the  employment  of  the  official  syrupus  ferri  phosphatis 
in  the  process  for  making  this  syrup  should  be  discontinued. 

3.  That  the  quantity  of  sugar  should  be  reduced  by  about  10 
per  cent.,  as  suggested  by  Martindale  and  Clague. 

The  subjoined  formula  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
above  conclusions,  and  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this 
Conference,  and  especially  of  the  members  of  the  Formulary 
Committee,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  found  more  satisfactory  than 
existing  formulae  : — 
Take  of  :— 

Iron  wire,  free  from  oxide         .         .         .75  grains 
Concentrated  phosphoric  acid 

sp.  gr.  1-5 11  fl.  drachms. 

Strychnine  in  powder        ....     5  grains. 
Phosphate  of  quinine        ....  120  grains. 

Simple  syrup 13  fl.  ounces. 

Distilled  water,  a  sufficient  quantity. 

Place  the  iron  wire,  and  the  phosphoric  acid  previously  diluted 
%vith  an  equal  volume  of  distilled  water,  in  a  small  flask,  plug  the 
neck  Avith  cotton-wool,  and  heat  gently  until  the  reaction  is  com- 
plete ;  then  add  the  strychnine  and  the  phosphate  of  quinine,  and 
shake  till  dissolved ;  filter  the  solution  into  the  cold  syrup,  wash 
the  filter,  and  add  as  much  more  distilled  water  as  may  be  requii-ed 
to  make  the  volume  of  syrup  np  to  one  pint. 

The  above  preparation  will  contain  1  grain  phosphate  of  iron, 
f  grain  phosphate  of  quinine,  ^V  grain  sti-ychnine  in  each  fluid 
drachm. 


Mr.  Strother  asked  if  the  author  had  tried  putting  samples  in 
the  sun  to  bleach,  which  he  believed  was  recommended  by  some. 

Mr.  WuiGHT  said  he  thought  that  would  be  the  best  way  to  de- 
velop coloui'. 

The  President  said  he  found  Easton's  syrup  a  very  simple  thing 
to  make,  but  a  very  difficult  one  to  keep.  If  this  were  owing  to 
excess  of  acid,  which  caused  grape  sugar  to  be  formed  instead  of 
cane  sugar,  the  remedy  would  be  simple,  and  he  thought  the  dis- 
coloration was  largely  due  to  the  same  cause.  Where  only  small 
quantities  wei'c  required  it  would  be  better  if  liquor  strychnina? 
could  be  substituted  for  powder,  as  there  would  be  less  chance 
of  too  much  of  that  powerful  agent  being  present. 
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Mr.  J.  Rdtherford  Hill  asked  how  Mr.  Wright's  formula 
differed  from  that  given  by  Mr.  Lyon.  As  far  as  he  could  gather 
there  was  very  little  difference,  and  Mr.  Lyon  was  in  consultation 
with  him  during  the  progress  of  his  work,  so  that  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  what  was  being  done.  The  syrup  he  produced 
was  very  much  like  the  sample  now  handed  round  ;  it  kept  per- 
fectly under  the  most  severe  tests  that  such  preparations  could  be 
subjected  to.  The  chief  point  dealt  with  by  Mr.  Lyon  was  the 
question  of  the  separation  of  crystals.  He  understood  Mr.  Wright 
to  state  that  these  crystals  Avere  acid  phosphate  of  quinine,  but 
was  not  quite  sure  whether  that  statement  was  based  on  experi- 
mental evidence.  Mr.  Lyon  attempted  to  ascertain  what  these 
crystals  consisted  of,  but  no  method  he  could  devise  was  free  from 
the  very  serious  objection  of  possibly  causing  decomposition  of  the 
crystals  in  attempting  to  separate  them  in  a  state  of  sufficient 
purity  to  justify  a  statement  that  they  consisted  of  acid  phosphate 
of  quinine.  He  thought  it  was  proved  by  Mr.  Lyon  that  the  separ- 
ation of  these  crystals  was  due  to  an  excess  of  phosphoric  acid? 
that  it  could  be  avoided  by  reducing  the  percentage  of  acid,  that 
no  other  change  was  necessary,  and  that  a  perfectly  stable  and 
satisfactory  syrup  was  produced.  Possibly  a  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  sugar  might  facilitate  the  development  of  colour.  He 
gathered  that  this  coloration  was  ascribed  to  exposure  to  sunlight, 
or  that  that  had  a  powerful  effect  upon  it,  but  he  was  not  quite 
sure  of  that.  Some  years  ago  he  purchased  some  Easton's  syrup 
which  was  offered  for  sale  in  a  grocery  establishment ;  the  density 
Avas  rather  low,  and  it  evidently  did  not  contain  a  high  percentage 
of  sugar ;  it  seemed  all  right  to  look  at,  except  that  there  was  a 
slight  separation  of  crystals.  It  had  now  been  in  his  possession 
about  four  or  five  years,  and  had  been  kept  in  a  place  where  sun- 
light was  absolutely  excluded,  but  it  now  looked  very  much  like 
tar,  being  quite  black.  Altogether  it  was  a  very  remarkable 
specimen,  which  he  should  be  glad  to  submit  to  anyone  who  felt 
inclined  to  investigate  this  question  of  coloration.  He  did  not 
think  Mr.  Wright  had  advanced  the  question  much  beyond  the 
point  at  which  Mr.  Lyon  left  it,  and  he  might  add  that  subsequent 
experience  had  shown  Mr.  Lyon's  formula  to  be  veiy  satisfactory, 
to  yield  a  stable  syrup,  and  to  meet  every  reasonable  requirement. 
Mr.  Bird  thought  the  coloration  might  be  partly  due  to  the 
action  of  the  pliosjjhoric  acid  on  the  sugar,  producing  a  caramel  ; 
but  there  was  another  cause  also,  viz.,  the  well  known  reaction 
between    the   quinine  salt  and   the  iron,    which   Mr.    Martindale 
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referred  to  in  a  previous  edition  of  his  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia." 
A  solution  of  phosphate  of  quinine  and  phosphate  of  strychnine 
could  be  kept  in  a  bottle  almost  any  length  of  time  without 
changing  colour,  and  so  would  a  solution  of  ferrous  phosphate  if 
kept  securely  corked  ;  but  if  the  two  were  mixed  a  distinct 
coloration  immediately  took  place,  which  went  on  increasing 
almost  indefinitely.  He  had  never  seen  this  reaction  satisfactorily 
explained,  and  did  not  know  its  exact  nature,  but  it  suggested  the 
idea  that  the  best  way  to  secure  a  colourless  syrup  would  be  to 
keep  the  iron  solution  separate  until  it  was  wanted  for  use. 

Mr.  Grierson  said  anyone  who  had  made  Eastou's  syrup  knew 
that  from  time  to  time  when  the  quinine  salt  was  dissolved  in  a 
solution  of  ferrous  phosphate  colorisation  took  place  almost 
immediately.  On  the  other  hand,  the  latter  solution,  without  the 
addition  of  quinine  or  even  sugar,  if  exposed  to  the  air  would 
become  brown,  so  that  there  must  be  a  number  of  conditions 
which  tended  to  turn  ferrous  phosphate  dark.  He  considered 
there  were  three  actions  at  work.  First,  the  oxidation  of  the 
solution  of  ferrous  phosphate;  next,  some  kind  of  reaction  between 
that  and  the  quinine  ;  and,  thirdly,  he  had  little  doubt  that  when 
the  syrup  was  kept  some  time  there  w^as  also  the  production  of 
caramel.  He  did  not  think  it  would  ever  be  possible  to  make  an 
Easton's  syrup  which  would  keep  indefinitely,  even  when  secured 
from  the  access  of  air.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Wright's  formula,  he 
was  inclined  to  think  the  syrup  was  too  thin,  and  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  keeping  it  a  month  in  a  closed  bottle  was  a  sufficient  test. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  reply,  said  he  held  that  he  was  the  first  to  point 
out  in  1888,  that  the  syr.  ferri.  phos.  of  the  B.P.  could  be  made 
with  half  the  official  quantity  of  phosphoric  acid,  and  he  also  took 
great  pains  then  to  prove  that  such  syrup  could  be  kept  for  a  long 
time  without  undergoing  undue  discoloration.  He  had  now  in  his 
possession  samples  of  syrups  made  to  confirm  the  statements  in 
the  "  note  "  referred  to,  and  on  looking  over  tliem  the  other  day 
he  was  strongly  tempted  to  bring  them  with  him,  because  in  the 
specimen  made  with  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  phosphoric 
acid  the  discoloration  had  proceeded  to  only  a  very  slight  extent. 
He  also  showed  in  that  paper  that  the  amount  of  discoloration 
was  propoi'tionate  to  the  quantity  of  free  acid  contained  in  the 
syrup,  and  that  it  was  due  directly  to  that  free  acid.  Mr.  Lyon 
had  made  use  of  his  note  as  the  starting  point  of  his  experiments, 
and  went  on  to  show  that  his  syr.  ferr.  phos.  could  be  conveniently 
employed  for   making   Easton's  syrup,   and  that  when  so  made  it 
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would  keep  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  Mr.  Lyon's  formula 
was  that  of  the  Conference  Formulary,  the  only  difference  being 
that  he  used  the  syr.  ferri.  phos.  made  from  his  (Mr.  Wright's) 
formula  in  making  the  syrup.  He  did  not  claim  any  originality 
for  this  paper ;  he  simply  submitted  the  revised  formula  to  Mr. 
N^aylor,  as  Secretary  of  the  Formulary  Committee,  who  suggested 
that  he  should  write  a  note  upon  it,  and  he  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  to  give  a  resume  of  the  literature  of  the  subject  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  difference  between  his  formula  and  that  of 
Mr.  Lyon  was  this  :  Mr.  Lyon  made  his  solution  of  phosphate  of 
iron,  then  made  a  separate  solution  as  ordered  in  the  Conference 
Formulary  of  the  strychnine  and  quinine  phosphate  in  phosphoric 
acid,  and  mixed  those  two  solutions  with  the  proper  quantity  of 
syrup.  It  struck  him  that  the  whole  process  might  be  done  at 
once,  and  that  there  was  no  need  for  making  so  many  different 
solutions.  He  made  a  solution  of  phosphate  of  iron,  added  the 
phosphate  of  quinine  and  the  strychnine,  and  shook  up,  and  found 
they  dissolved  readily  ;  the  solution  was  then  simply  filtered  into 
the  syrup,  and  water  added  to  make  up  the  required  quantity. 
There  was  that  slight  difference,  but  he  did  not  wish  in  the  least 
to  depreciate  Mr.  Lyon's  work.  He  had  not  proved  by  experi- 
ment that  the  crystals  thrown  down  consisted  of  acid  phosphate 
of  quinine  ;  he  believed  that  Mr.  Lyon  stated  such  to  be  the  case, 
but  thought  he  could  not  have  said  what  acid  phosphate  it 
was.  If  the  statement  in  his  paper  were  erroneous  he  should  be 
happy  to  correct  it,  but  the  literature  of  the  subject  had  been 
carefully  looked  up.  He  believed  that  Mr.  Dott  had  made  a 
similar  statement  both  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Conference  and 
at  a  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch,  and  Mr.  Squire  had 
come  to  the  same  conclusion.  He  did  not  quite  understand 
whether  Mr.  Hill  meant  to  state  positively  that  no  reduction  in 
the  quantity  of  sugar  was  necessary,  or  only  to  suggest  it,  but 
Mr,  Martindale  had  suggested  a  10  per  cent,  reduction,  and  Mr. 
Clague  had  proved  that  the  gelatinisation  and  solidification  of  the 
syrup  were  due  to  the  excessive  amount  of  sugar,  and  had  shown 
at  any  rate  that  it  took  place  far  more  readily  when  the  quantity 
was  increased.  He  had  no  doubt  the  syrup  he  had  shown  would 
keep  for  twelve  months  easily,  and  lie  had  great  confidence  in 
recommending  this  formula,  Avhich  he  was  willing  to  call  '"  Lyon's 
formula,  slightly  modified." 

The  President  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  ]\Ir.  Wright  for  his 
paper,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 
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The  next  paper  read  was  entitled — 

NOTES     OX     EFFERVESCENT     CAFFEINE 
PREPARATIONS. 

By    Lewis    Ough,    F.C.S., 

Pharmaceutical     Chemist. 

Having  occasion  some  time  ago  to  examine  numerous  samples  of 
commercial  effervescing  preparations,  a  difference  in  taste  was 
frequently  noticed  in  samples  stated  to  be  of  similar  strengths, 
and  this  difference  was  confirmed  on  determination  of  the  active 
ingredient,  which  was  frequently  found  to  be  below  the  amount 
stated.  Being  unable  to  find  any  note  or  paper  dealing  with  this 
subject,  it  was  thought  that  the  publication  of  the  results  of  an 
analysis  of  a  series  of  commercial  specimens  would  be  of  interest, 
and  although  I  had  hoped  to  have  tabulated  results  of  others 
besides  caffeine  preparations,  circumstances  have  not  permitted, 
consequently  these  must  be  left  for  some  future  occasion. 

The  specimens  examined  have  been  the  citrate  and  hydrobromate, 
which  in  most  cases  have  been  taken  from  the  original  bottles  of 
well-known  makers,  the  strength  being  on  the  labels. 

The  examination  in  each  case  has  been  conducted  as  follows  : — 
A  weighed  quantity  of  the  preparation  has  been  carefully  dis- 
solved in  water,  slight  excess  of  dilute  ammonia  added,  and  the 
solution  shaken  np  with  four  successive  quantities  of  chloroform 
which  has  been  separated  and  evaporated  to  dryness  in  a  tared 
dish  on  a  water-bath  and  weighed,  this  in  each  instance  being 
identified  as  caffeine  by  the  murexid  test.  It  is  almost  unneces- 
sary to  mention  that  these  preparations  are  usually  labelled  as 
containing  so  many  grains  of  active  ingredient  in  each  drachm  (or 
teaspoonful). 

Table  I. — Effervescent  Citrate  of  Caffeine. 

No. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

y 

10, 


stated  strength. 

Actual  strength 

Iin60 

1-96  in  60 

1  in  60 

1-35  in  60 

1  in  60 

2-69  in  60 

2  in  60 

1-64  in  60 

2  in  60 

1-90  in  60 

2  iu  60 

1-21  in  60 

3  in  60 

2-97  in  60 

Sin  60 

3-10  in  60 

5  in  60 

3-45  in  60 

5  in  60 

5-31  in  60 
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Table  II. — Effervescent  Hydrobromate  of  Caffeine. 


No. 
1 

Stated  strength. 
linGO 

Actual  strength 
•64  in  60 

2 

lin60 

1-20  in  60 

3 

lin60 

2-32  in  GO 

4 

lin60 

•91  in  60 

5 

2  in  60 

1-96  in  60 

6 

2  in  60 

1-30  in  60 

7 

2  in  60 

1-98  in  60 

8 

3  in  60 

1-96  in  60 

9 

3  in  60 

1-57  in  60 

10 

3  in  60 

2.13  in  60 

In  calculating  these  results,  the  official  formula  for  the  alkaloid 
and  the  citrate  has  been  taken,  and  the  hydrobromate  as  Cg  Hjq 
Ni02-HBr.2H20,  as  given  in  the  Year-Bool;  1891,  page  40. 

In  reviewing  the  above  results  it  -will  be  seen  that  in  Table  I. 
only  three  samples  (Nos.  5,  7,  8),  and  in  Table  II.  a  similar  number 
(Nos.  4,  5,  7),  may  be  looked  upon  as  being  correct  in  containing 
the  amount  of  caffeine  salt  as  stated. 

Nos.  3  in  each  table  Avei-e  manufactured  by  the  same  firm,  and 
one  is  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  alkaloid  is  so  much 
above  the  stated  strength.  But  even  the  taste  of  these  compared 
with  a  test  sample  made  to  contain  one  grain  of  the  alkaloid  salt 
in  each  drachm  was  very  much  more  distinct  and  bitter.  The 
other  results  ai^e  rather  more  favourable,  but  surely  with  a  little 
more  care  in  their  manufacture  these  preparations  may  be  easily 
made  to  contain  the  exact  amonnt  of  active  ingredient  in  the 
finished  product,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  attention  having  been  called 
to  the  matter,  this  state  of  things  will  in  future  be  rectified. 

As  apparently  the  use  and  sale  of  these  important  preparations 
are  steadily  increasing,  and  as,  in  all  probability,  their  adoption 
will  in  time  become  more  general,  it  is  important  that  members 
of  the  medical  profession  especially  may  depend  upon  the  article 
being  absolutely  reliable  and  of  the  strength  stated,  and  seeing 
that  the  preparations  usually  met  with  in  commerce  vary  consider- 
ably, it  appears  to  be  time  that  a  definite  standard  of  strength 
.should  be  fixed,  and  I  would  suggest  that  certainly  not  more  than 
two  in  each  instance  should  be  adopted,  viz.,  the  citrate,  3  and  5 
grains  in  each  drachm,  and  the  liydrobromate,  1  and  3  grains  in 
each  drachm. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  call  attention  to  a  sample  of  effervescent 
citrate  of  caffeine   sweetened  with  saccharin    instead   of    sugar. 
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which   appears,  in  many    instances,   to   liave   distinct  advantages 
ovei'  the  ordinary  kind. 


Mr.  CoxROY  said  it  was  very  astonishing  that  there  should  be 
such  carelessness  shown  in  such  a  simple  preparation.  Anyone  in 
the  habit  of  making  these  things  could  tell  very  nearly  what  they 
would  obtain  from  a  certain  quantity  of  ingredients,  and  it  was 
easy  to  add  the  right  amount  of  caffeine,  either  hydrobromate  or 
citrate.  He  did  not  mean  to  express  any  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  the  statements,  as  he  thought  the  method  employed  admitted 
of  no  mistake. 

Mr.  C.  Sy.mes  (Liverpool)  also  thought  it  very  extraordinary 
that  there  should  be  such  great  differences  in  a  preparation  in 
which  there  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  comparatively  accurate 
results.  If  he  understood  it  rightly,  one  specimen  which  was 
labelled  1  gra.in  to  a  drachm  contained  2  grains,  and  those  labelled 
2  grains  only  contained  1  grain,  or  very  little  more,  and  it  occurred 
to  him  that  perhaps  some  mistake  had  occurred  in  labelling  the 
bottles.  These  preparations  were  growing  much  in  favour,  but 
there  was  a  tendency  to  give  the  dose  in  teaspoonfuls,  which  was 
very  indefinite.  Not  only  did  the  quantity  vary  with  the  size  of 
the  spoon,  but  also  with  the  size  of  the  granule,  and  he  was  in 
favour  of  granular  preparations  being  made  very  fine,  not  like 
citrate  of  magnesia  was  usually  sent  out,  as  it  greatly  facilitated 
accurate  measurement. 

Mr.  Harrisox  asked  if  blank  experiments  were  made  in  this 
investigation.  He  wished  to  emphasise  the  remark  made  by  Mr. 
Naylor  on  another  question,  that  without  check  experiments  the 
value  of  any  such  results  was  much  reduced. 

Mr.  OuGH  s'aid  he  made  a  check  experiment  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Parry  asked  what  was  the  advantage  of  sweetening  with 
saccharin  ? 

Mr.  Bird  said  he  could  quite  under.stand  that  it  would  be  easy 
to  make  variations  in  the  strength  of  granular  preparations  if 
they  were  made  as  he  had  known  them  sometimes ;  all  the  in- 
gredients being  put  together,  quickly  cohered  into  a  semi-solid 
mass,  which  did  not  allow  much  time  for  the  proper  mixing  of  the 
medicament. 

Mr.  OroH  (in  reply)  said  most  of  the  samples  analysed  were 
taken  from  the  original  packages  opened  by  himself.  The  No.  H 
in   each  instance,  which    was    distinctly   labelled   1  grain  in  one 

C  c 
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teaspoonful  or  in  1  drachm,  came  out  nearly  three  grains.  He 
was  as  much  surprised  as  anyone  at  this  result,  and  repeated  the 
experiment  several  times.  Even  then  he  was  not  quite  satisfied, 
and  sent  a  sample  to  a  friend,  whose  figures  came  out  as  neai^ly  as 
possible  the  same.  That  sample  was  from  a  very  well-known 
maker.  He  did  not  claim  any  advantage  for  the  use  of  saccharin, 
but  he  was  asked  by  a  medical  man  to  make  some  for  experimental 
purposes,  and  therefore  produced  it. 
Mr.  OuGH  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 


The  author  gave  a  resume  of  the  following — 
THE    PHARMACY    OF    THE    THYROID    GLAND. 
By  Edmdnd  White,  B.S.C.  (Lond.),  F.I.C, 
Pharmaceutist  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

The  position  of  the  thyroid  gland  as  an  article  of  materia 
medica  may  now  be  regarded  as  assured.  It  behoves  us,  therefore, 
as  pharmacists,  to  provide  the  physician  with  eligible  preparations 
of  this  organ  which  shall  possess  the  desired  activity  and  also 
uniformity  of  strength.  I  propose  to  bring  before  the  Conference 
my  experience  in  this  direction,  and  by  way  of  introduction  offer  a 
few  general  remarks  which  may  be  found  useful. 

Most  of  the  glands  employed  have  been  obtained  from  the  sheep, 
this  animal  being  probably  the  most  generally  accessible.  Occa- 
sionally those  of  the  pig,  calf,  and  other  animals  have  been  used, 
and  apparently  with  an  equal  measure  of  success.  The  processes 
described  in  this  paper  relate  entirely  to  the  thyroid  of  the  sheep. 
The  anatomical  position  of  the  organ  in  the  neck  has  already  been 
sufficiently  described.  I  should  like  here  to  emphasise  one  point, 
namely,  that  the  two  lobes,  although  easily  separated,  are  regarded 
as  one  gland.  The  thyroid  is  described  as  a  "  ductless  gland,"  its 
embryonic  connection  with  the  alimentai-y  canal  being  eventually 
obliterated. 

The  removal  of  the  gland  from  the  freshly  slaughtered  animal 
m.ust  be  accomplished  with  certain  precautions.  If  a  preparation 
for  hypodermic  injection  be  required  the  principles  of  modern  sur- 
gery  must  be  applied.  The  hands  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed, 
and  the  knife,  scissors,  and  forceps  sterilised  by  heat  or  immersion 
in   suitable   antiseptic   solutions.      The    excised    organ  should  be 
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immediately  transferred  to  a  sterilised  wide-mouth  stoppered 
bottle. 

For  preparations  to  be  administered  by  the  mouth  these  strin- 
gent precautions  may  be  somewhat  relaxed,  strict  cleanliness,  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  being  all  that  is  necessary.  Direct 
the  slaughterman  to  cut  out  the  gland  with  the  surrounding  tissue 
without  exposing  or  allowing  his  knife  to  touch  the  gland  itself. 
They  can  then  be  trimmed  at  home,  and  it  will  be  found  most 
convenient  to  separate  the  two  lobes.  The  average  weight  of  each 
lobe,  when  trimmed,  is  about  45  grains.  This  figure  has  been 
obtained  by  carefully  weighing  at  different  times  nearly  a  thou- 
sand lobes.  It  must  always  be  remembered  that  one  is  dealing 
with  material  liable  to  rapid  putrefaction — hence  the  glands 
should  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  possible  after  removal  from  the 
body. 

In  the  absence  of  any  definite  knowledge  concerning  the  active 
principle  or  principles  of  the  thyroid,  the  pharmacy  of  the  subject 
is  necessarily  rather  empirical.  Nevertheless  we  easily  obtain 
preparations  which  meet  the  requirements  of  practical  medicine  ; 
the  refinements  will  follow  when  our  knowledge  is  more  complete. 

The  preparations  I  propose  to  describe  are : — 

1.  The  fresh  gland  entire  given  by  the  mouth. 

2.  Glycerin  extracts  (a)  from  fresh  glands,  (b)  after  treatment 
with  absolute  alcohol. 

3.  Dilute  alcohol  extract. 

4.  The  precipitate  produced  by  the  addition  of  absolute  alcohol 
to  glycerin  extract. 

5.  The  dried  gland. 

6.  The  precipitate  produced  by  formation  of  calcium  phosphate 
in  glycerin  extract. 

With  regard  to  the  dose  required,  I  have  found  that  one-sixth 
of  a  gland,  or  its  equivalent,  in  a  suitably  prepared  form,  daily  by 
the  mouth,  gives  very  satisfactory  results  in  myxoedema.  For  the 
hypodermic  method  a  glycerin  extract  has  been  hitherto  employed. 

1.  The  Fresh  Gland  Entire  Given  by  the  Mouth. — The  portion, 
required  for  each  dose  should  be  finely  minced,  mixed  with  wine 
or  other  suitable  flavouring  agent,  and  swallowed.  It  has  also 
been  given  lightly  grilled,  the  object  of  this  treatment  being  to 
render  the  dose  savoury  and  remove  the  odour  and  flavour  of  raw 
meat. 

Patients  naturally  have  some  repugnance  to  this  method,  which 
certainly  cannot  be  commended   for  its  elegance  or  convenience, 
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since  each  dose  entails  a  visit  to  the  slaughter-house.  Its  only 
advantage  is  to  ensure,  by  giving  the  whole  glandular  substance, 
that  the  patient  shall  receive  the  active  principle.  Experience 
has  shown,  however,  that  preparations  can  be  easily  obtained 
which  possess  the  desired  activity  without  entailing  the  necessity 
of  swallowing  the  structural  elements  of  the  tissue. 

2.  Ghjcerin  Extract  {a)  from  Fresh  Glands. — The  formula  I  have 
employed  with  uniformly  good  resxilts  is  as  follows  : — - 

TbjToid  glands G  (12  lobes). 

Glycerin  ^      ,        ,  (  i  fluid  ounce,  or 

Chloroform  water  J  *         '  (        a  sufficieucy. 

Slice  the  lobes  and  rub  them  in  a  mortar,  with  one-fourth  their 
weight  of  fragments  of  glass,  until  they  are  thoroughly  disinte- 
grated. Then  add  half  a  fluid  ounce  of  glycerin  and  the  same 
quantity  of  chloroform  water  and  macerate  for  twenty-four  hours 
in  a  wide-mouth  stoppered  bottle.  Express  through  linen  or  close 
muslin,  and  make  the  expressed  fluid  up  to  twelve  fluid  drachms 
by  the  addition  of  equal  parts  of  glycerin  and  chloroform  water. 
Twenty  minims  of  this  product  are  equivalent  to  one-sixth  of  a  gland. 

The  chloroform  serves  the  double  purpose  of  a  preservative  and 
flavouring  agent,  and  covers  very  effectually  the  mawkish  odour 
of  the  extract.  By  setting  it  aside  for  a  few  days  and  then  de- 
canting from  the  deposit  its  appearance  is  somewhat  improved ; 
or  it  may  be  filtered  almost  bright  through  paper  under  pressure. 
The  latter  procedure  is  tedious,  but  amply  repays  the  trouble  it 
involves.  The  use  of  the  glass  in  rubbing  down  the  glands  materi- 
ally reduces  labour,  though  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  and  may, 
perhaps,  be  thought  undesirable. 

I  have  kept  this  extract  in  a  cool  place  for  two  or  three  months 
without  any  apparent  decomposition  or  loss  of  activity.  It  is  best 
given  to  the  patient  in  the  form  of  "drops,"  since  dilution  to  the 
form  of  a  "  mixture  "  would  render  it  liable  to  decomposition  in 
a  few  days. 

It  may  be  sterilised  and  filtered  by  means  of  d'Arsonval's 
apparatus,  which  was  described  in  the  Fliarin.  Jotira.,  [3],  xxiii.,  p. 
1034.  If  the  extract  is  intended  for  administration  by  the  mouth, 
the  trouble  and  expense  involved  by  this  procedure  is  certainly 
not  repaid  by  any  corresponding  improvement  in  the  product. 

(h)  After  Treatment  ivith  Ahsolute  Alcohol — The  glands  are  sliced 
thinly  and  covered  with  absolute  alcohol  for  four  days.  They 
are  then  taken  out,  the  adherent  alcohol  being  removed  as  much 
as  possible,  and  treated   exactly  as  described  under  glycerin   ex- 
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tract  (a).  The  object  of  the  preliminary  treatment  with  absolute 
alcohol  is  to  coagulate  colouring  matter  and  proteids,  and  so  obtain 
a  cleaner  extract.  The  product  is  much  more  easily  filtered,  and 
is  almost  colourless.  This  preparation  is  under  trial,  and  if  its 
activity  be  proved  will  be  a  great  improvement,  pharmaceutically, 
on  the  ordinary  glycerin  extract. 

3.  Bihite  Alcohol  Extract. — This  is  prepared  on  similar  lines  to 
the  glycerin  extracts,  using  for  each  gland  half  a  fluid  ounce  of 
25  per  cent,  alcohol  and  making  the  final  product  measure  six 
fluid  drachms.  One  fluid  drachm  is  therefore  equivalent  to  one- 
sixth  of  a  gland.  The  alcohol  very  much  improves  the  taste  and 
odour  of  the  product,  which,  when  filtered,  is  pale  red  and  nearly 
clear.  The  sample  shown  contains  2'68  per  cent,  of  total  solids 
and  "16  per  cent,  ash,  equal  to  8"5  grains  of  extractive  matter  for 
each  gland  employed.  I  have  not  yet  had  sufficient  experience 
with  this  preparation  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  its  activity, 
but  the  results  hitherto  obtained  are  promising.  It  is  more  easily 
■filtered  than  the  glyceriii  extract  and  not  so  sticky. 

4.  The  Precipitate  Produced  by  the  Addition  of  Absolute  Alcohol  to 
the  Glycerin  Extract. — One  fluid  ounce  of  glycerin  extract  (a) 
poured  into  3  fluid  ounces  of  absolute  alcohol  yields  a  precipitate 
which  can  be  easily  filtered  out  and  dried  without  heat,  weighing 
about  64  grains,  16  grains  being  equivalent  to  one  gland.  This 
preparation  has  been  found  to  be  active,'  and  is  pharmaceutically 
satisfactory.  Its  activity  compared  with  an  equivalent  quantity 
of  glycerin  extract  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  detei-- 
mining.  I  should  suggest  the  addition  of  sugar  of  milk  to  the  dry 
precipitate,  so  that  3  grains  would  be  equivalent  to  one-sixth  of  a 
gland.  The  product  is  a  pale  grey  powder  with  a  very  slight 
odour  and  taste.  If  stored  in  a  dry  place  it  would  probably  keep 
good  a  considerable  time. 

5.  The  Dried  Gland. — The  glands  have  been  simply  dried  at  a 
low  temperature  in  vacuo,  and  the  dry  substances  administered 
by  the  mouth.  I  have  not  employed  this  method  myself.  Many 
objections  may  be  urged  against  it.  It  is  very  difficult  to  ensure 
thorough  dryness  without  risking  the  destruction  of  the  active 
principle,  and  if  dessication  be  not  complete,  or  if  moisture  gain 
access  to  the  px-odnct  afterwards,  putrefaction  will  certainly  set  in. 
Moreover,  the  product  is  unnecessarily  bulky.  In  fact,  the  whole 
idea  is  inelegant  and  i^etrograde. 

•  See  Dent.  med.  IVuch.,  March  IG,  1893. 
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6.  Tlie  Precipitate  Produced  hy  Formation  of  Calcium  Phosphate 
in  the  Glycerin  Extract.- — -Dilute  3  fluid  ounces  of  glycerin  extract 
(a)  with  one  pint  of  water,  add  55  minims  of  pliosplioric  acid,  sp. 
gr.  1*5,  and  tlien  lime  water  to  neutralisation.  The  precipitate  is 
allowed  to  subside,  and,  after  decanting  the  supernatant  fluid, 
collected  on  a  muslin  strainer  and  subjected  to  strong  pressure  to 
remove  the  adherent  liquor  as  completely  as  possible.  The  pressed 
mass  is  then  rubbed  to  a  coarse  powder  and  dried  at  a  temperature 
not  exceeding  35°  C,  or  over  sulphuric  acid.  The  proportions 
given  yield  rather  under  18  grains  of  dry  powder  to  each  gland 
employed.  After  weighing  the  product,  it  is  finely  powdered  and 
sugar  of  milk  added,  so  that  exactly  18  grains  shall  be  equivalent 
to  one  gland. 

I  was  led  to  devise  this  apparently  somewhat  strange  method 
of  procedure  by  the  belief  that  the  action  of  the  gland  is  due  to  a, 
specific  ferment  secreted  by  it,^  and  the  formation  of  gelatinous, 
precipitates  in  presence  of  ferments  is  a  method  commonly  em- 
ployed in  physiological  chemistry  for  the  separation  of  these  bodies- 
from  fluids  from  which  they  are  dissolved. 

The  composition  of  the  dry  precipitate  averages  50  per  cent, 
organic  matter,  40  per  cent,  calcium  phosphate,  and  10  per  cent, 
moisture  when  dried  at  120°  C.  It  is  a  greyish  powder,  without 
taste  or  odour,  and  non-hygroscopic.  I  have  kept  it  over  six 
months  Avithout  deterioration. 

The  average  amount  of  organic  matter  obtained  from  each  gland 
is  '/^  grains.  With  each  3-grain  dose  of  the  finished  powder  we 
are  therefore  giving  only  a  little  over  1  grain  of  material  derived 
from  the  thyroid,  and  probably  the  greater  portion  of  this  is  inert 
matter.  I  propose  to  apply  this  method  to  glycerin  extract  (6), 
if  this  be  found  to  be  active.  It  contains  very  much  less  organic 
matter,  and  we  should  therefore  obtain  a  more  concentrated 
preparation. 

The  "  thyroid  powder "  as  described  above  was  the  first  dry 
permanent  preparation  introduced  into  medicine,  and  it  has  been, 
used  with  uniform  success  in  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of 
myx  oedema. 

Since  it  seems  probable  that  the  remedy  will  have  to  be  continued 
for  some  time  after  removal  of  the  urgent  symptoms  of  myxce- 
dema,  in  order  to  px'cvent  relapse,  I  would  suggest  the  admixture 
of  this  thyroid  powder  to  the  extent  of  2  per  cent,  with  ordinary 

1  Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  Feb.  11,  1893,  p.  289. 
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table  salt,  the  mixture  to  be  used  by  the  patient  in  the  ordinary 
way  with  food.  The  mixture  is  indistinguishable  from  ordinary 
salt  in  taste  or  odour,  and  would  offer  an  easy  means  of  supplying 
the  remedy  in  a  continuous  and  imperceptible  manner. 

With  regai'd  to  the  organic  matter  cariied  down  by  the  calcium 
phosphate,  I  am  still  engaged  in  investigating  it.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  I  have  not  succeeded  in  isolating  any  single  substance 
to  which  its  activity  can  be  referred.  I  am,  however,  hopeful  of 
ultimate  success,  but  progress  in  this  direction  is  very  slow,  since 
we  are  obliged  to  depend  upon  clinical  results  as  a  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  activity  of  any  given  preparation. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  state  that  I  do  not  profess  to 
have  arrived  at  perfection  in  the  various  preparations  described. 
I  simply  desire  to  state  my  expei'iences,  trusting  that  pharmacists 
will  take  up  the  work  and  show  the  medical  profession  that  they 
are  competent  to  deal  with  this  comparatively  new  branch  of  the 
healing  art.  By  doing  so  they  will  not  only  enhance  their  reputa- 
tion, but  at  the  same  time  retain  a  considerable  business  in  their  own 
hands  which  otherwise  will  inevitably  drift  into  the  hands  of  large 
manufacturers.  I  must  also  add  that  I  consider  it  subversive  to 
the  ti'ue  interests  of  pharmacy  to  apply  to  any  preparation  a 
specific  name  or  title  indicating  that  it  is  the  active  principle 
of  the  thyroid  gland  until  we  really  know  what  the  active  prin- 
ciple is. 


The  President  said  the  Conference  was  much  obliged  to  Mr. 
White  for  this  paper.  It  might  be  a  question  whether  this  remedy 
was  likely  to  come  into  much  practical  use,  but  it  was  very  satis- 
factory to  find  that  modern  pharmacists  were  equal  to  the  demands 
made  upon  them  in  the  case  of  these  new  remedies. 

Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Pawing  said  Mr.  White  had  done  a  great  service 
in  bringing  forward  this  paper.  He  was  often  asked  how  long  the 
glycerin  preparation  would  keep,  but  had  not  been  able  to  give  a 
satisfactoiy  answer,  and  should  be  glad  to  have  anj'  further  infor- 
mation on  that  point.  According  to  his  experience  the  hypodermic 
extract  had  fallen  into  disfavour  in  Edinburgh,  owing  to  one  or 
two  cases  of  blood  poisoning  from  its  use. 

Mr.  Gerraud  said  this  novel  branch  of  materia  medica  possessed 
great  interest,  and  he  felt  sure  that  the  pharmacy  of  the  subject 
would  be  much  developed  in  the  future.  ISTothing  had  been  intro- 
duced of    any  importance  in   the  way  of  what  might  be  called 
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animal  materia  medica  since  the  days  of  pepsin  and  pancreatin 
until  now,  and  as  thej  wei'e  all  very  much  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
the  active  constituent  of  the  thyroid  gland  was,  they  could  not  do 
more  than  devote  their  attention  to  making  galenical  preparations 
which  should  at  least  represent  the  full  activity  of  the  drug. 
There  was  something  attractive,  interesting,  and  mysterious  about 
this  article.  Mr.  White  said  it  might  be  given  slightly  grilled, 
and  prove  serviceable,  and  on  the  other  hand  he  rather  objected  to 
the  drying  of  the  gland  itself ;  he  did  not  quite  see  how  these  two 
views  were  to  be  reconciled.  He  had  been  engaged  in  making 
preparations  of  this  article,  the  glands  being  brought  him  daily  by 
the  butcher.  His  method  was  to  remove  all  extraneous  matter  as 
far  as  possible,  slice  finely,  and  rub  it  through  a  fine  sieve  of  iron 
wire  ;  it  was  then  scraped  off  the  under  side  of  the  sieve,  placed 
on  porcelain  or  glass,  and  dried  at  a  temperature  of,  about  100°, 
and  at  this  time  of  year  it  would  dry  very  rapidly,  if  spread  thinly; 
when  dried  it  could  be  pulverised,  and  in  that  condition  it  was 
fully  active,  but  he  could  not  claim  that  it  was  an  elegant  prepara- 
tion. It  might  be  diluted  with  sugar  of  milk  or  phosphate  of 
calcium.  He  must  emphasise  the  importance  of  drying  it  rapidly, 
as  if  left  too  long  it  decomposed  quickly,  and  changed  into  a 
peculiar  black  substance.  He  believed  almost  any  quantity  of 
thyroid  gland  could  be  taken  without  producing  deleterious  effects; 
at  any  i*ate  he  had  some  experience  of  this  as  far  as  the  lower 
animals  were  concei'ned,  for  on  one  occasion  a  friend  called  to 
see  him,  bringing  a  dog  with  him,  and  there  being  a  number  of 
glands  lying  on  a  bench,  the  dog  smelt  them  out,  and  ate  them. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  active  principle  was 
a  proteid;  he  took  it  from  Mr.  White's  results  that  it  was  not,  but 
he  should  like  to  hear  Mr.  White's  opinion  ;  if  it  were,  alcohol 
would  not  dissolve  it,  and  therefore  an  alcoholic  solution  Avould 
not  be  efiicacious.  At  first  he  thought  it  must  turn  out  to  be  one 
of  those  active  proteids  of  the  albumose  class,  but  Mr.  White's 
experiments  indicated  differently.  He  should  be  pleased  to  find 
that  an  active  preparation  could  be  made  with  weak  alcohol,  as  it 
would  put  into  the  hands  of  every  pharmacist  the  means  of  making 
liis  own  prepai'ation  of  this  very  useful  substance. 

Mr.  C.  Symes  said  the  introduction  of  this  preparation  and  tliat 
of  another  fluid  prepared  from  the  testicle  of  the  calf  almost  made 
one  doubt  whether  the  old  practitioners  who  used  to  prescribe 
dried  serpents,  snails,  and  so  on,  were  so  stupid  after  all.  There 
seemed  a  tendency  of  late  to  revert  to  the  ancient  style  of  pharmacy. 
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He  liad  liiicl  some  experience  in  tliis  matter,  and  could  not  agree 
■with  Mr.  Ewing  that  hypodermic  preparations  of  the  gland  were 
falling  into  disuse,  and  introduction  by  the  mouth  substituted. 
He  had  sent  out  some  dozens  of  tubes  for  hypodermic  use,  and  had 
never  heard  of  any  unfavourable  result.  In  each  case  they  were 
very  carefully  prepared,  the  glands  being  obtained  from  the 
slaughter-house  by  a  medical  man,  and  every  precaution  was  taken 
to  prevent  contamination  of  any  kind.  In  one  case  a  lady,  who 
was  deriving  considerable  benefit  from  the  hypodermic  injection, 
wished  to  take  it  in  another  form,  and  some  compressed  tablets  of 
the  dried  material  were  obtained,  but  they  failed  to  produce  the 
same  effect,  and  the  patient  went  back  to  the  injection. 

Mr.  R.\iT  said  two  medical  men  in  the  West  of  Glasgow  had 
been  using  this  preparation,  and  found  that  abscesses  formed  as 
the  result  of  subcutaneous  injection,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that 
large  doses  did  not  suit.  There  was  one  case  of  a  lady  who  was 
under  treatment  for  two  months  with  marked  success,  but  very 
small  doses  were  given. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  he  noticed  that  Mr.  White  took  the  gland  as 
his  unit  of  measurement,  both  with  regard  to  the  dose  and  strength 
of  these  preparations,  not  any  definite  weight.  It  occurred  to  him 
that  the  glands  would  probably  vary  a  great  deal  in  size,  and  what- 
ever the  active  principle  might  be,  that  a  large  gland  would  pre- 
sumably contain  more  than  a  small  one  ;  and  if  that  were  so,  the 
glycerin  and  other  preparations  would  vary  in  strength  accord- 
ingly- 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  said,  as  far  as  he  could  gather,  this 

article  was  not  a  cure,  but  rather  a  palliative,  the  patient  going 
back  again  if  the  use  of  the  drug  was  discontinued,  so  that  the 
remedy  had  to  be  taken  constantly.  That  being  so,  he  doubted 
whether  any  preparation  containing  glycerin  was  an  advisable  one 
to  use,  because  it  had  been  found  again  and  again  that  for  some 
reason,  which  he  did  not  understand,  the  use  of  glycerin  after  a 
short  time  induced  a  feeling  of  revulsion  in  the  patient,  and  it  be- 
came so  nauseous  that  they  would  absolutely  refuse  to  take  the 
medicine  which  contained  it.  In  this  case,  any  preparation  to  be 
taken  by  the  mouth  should  be  one  which  could  be  continued  for 
an  indefinite  time  without  producing  disgust.  He  was  not  sure 
that  mixing  it  with  salt  and  taking  it  along  with  the  ordinary 
dietary  would  not  be  the  best  form  of  administration.  In  Edin- 
burgh the  glands  themselves  in  a  kind  of  half-cooked  condition 
were  given,  and  with  good  results.     The  only  cases  in  which  this 
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remedy  seemed  to  have  had  a  permanent  curative  effect  were  those 
of  young  growing  people,  who  perhaps  Avere  suffering  from  some 
functional  disturbance  which  only  needed  to  be  removed  to  enable 
the  system  to  throw  off  the  disease.  In  the  case  of  myxoedema  it 
only  seemed  to  be  a  palliative,  and  must  be  continued  indefinitely  ; 
it  was  therefore  a  question  whether  the  admixture  with  calcium 
phosphate  might  not  give  rise  to  the  possible  danger  of  calculous. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Symons  said  there  was  another  point  also  to  be  borne 
in  mind.  The  thyroid  gland  was  known  to  contain  many  products 
similar  to  uric  acid,  and  it  had  recently  been  pointed  out  that  per- 
sons taking  this  remedy  had  suffered  from  uric  acidsemia.  It 
struck  him  that  this  might  be  to  a  large  extent  avoided  if  it  were 
found  that  the  preparations  previously  treated  with  alcohol  were 
equally  effective  in  treating  myxoedema.  He  did  not  know  whether 
Mr.  White's  experiments  enabled  him  to  say  what  the  alcohol  re- 
moved from  the  gland,  and  they  had  yet  to  discover  to  what  the 
thyroid  gland  owed  its  activity,  but  if  the  waste  products  could 
be  thus  removed  without  injury  to  the  remainder,  so  much  the 
better. 

Mr.  White,  in  reply,  said  he  had  proved  that  the  extract  made 
with  chloroform  water  could  be  kept  for  several  months  without 
any  change,  provided  you  had  a  well  stoppered  bottle  which  pre- 
vented the  evaporation  of  the  chloroform,  otherwise  it  would  go 
wrong.  The  great  point  was  to  have  the  glands  perfectly  fresh, 
and  have  the  most  thorough  cleanliness.  He  could  endorse  what 
had  been  said  about  the  hypodermic  solution ;  it  was  a  great  worry, 
and  he  should  advise  pharmacists  to  steer  as  clear  of  it  as  possible. 
Dr.  Symes  said  he  had  had  no  trouble,  but  that  might  mean  simply 
that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  complaints.  In  nearly  all  cases  it 
produced  a  number  of  little  lumps  at  the  point  of  injection,  and 
occasionally  abscesses.  Satisfactory  results  could  only  be  ensured 
by  very  great  and  constant  care,  and  by  making  the  extract  fresh 
as  wanted.  For  administration  by  the  mouth,  one  could  make  a 
two  months'  supply  at  once,  but  for  hypodermic  use  he  should  not 
like  to  employ  anything  more  than  a  week  old.  The  apparent 
contradiction  to  which  Mr.  Gerrard  referred  was  apparent  only. 
When  the  glands  were  slightly  grilled  it  only  affected  the  outside, 
and  gave  a  savoury  odour  and  taste,  but  the  interior  was  hardly 
warmed;  if  they  were  thoroughly  cooked  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  be  quite  inactive.  Mr.  GeiTard  was  in  eri-or  also  in  his 
remark  as  to  the  perfect  harmlessness  of  this  organ.  Several 
fatal  cases  had  occurred  from  overdoses,  and  the  analogy  between 
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the  dog  and  the  human  subject  must  not  be  carried  too  far.  Over- 
doses had  a  very  bad  effect,  especially  if  exercise  were  taken  im- 
mediately afterwards.  The  gastric  juice  of  the  dog  was  very 
strongly  acid,  and  that  acidity  might  possibly  destroy  the  active 
principle  of  the  gland.  What  the  active  principle  really  was, 
still  remained  matter  for  speculation.  He  held  that  it  was  a  fer- 
ment, for  the  following  reasons  : — the  structure  of  the  organ  was 
typically  glandular ;  at  one  time  it  was  connected  with  the  aliment- 
ary canal  much  in  the  same  way  as  the  panci-eas  or  liver,  and  there 
was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  it  had  a  somewhat  similar  func- 
tion. The  only  difference  between  it  and  the  pancreas  was  that 
the  duct  was  eventually  cut  off  from  the  alimentary  canal,  and  the 
secretion,  instead  of  getting  thus  into  the  canal,  reached  the  blood 
in  some  other  way,  probably  through  the  lymphatic  system.  It 
might  be  a  pi'oteid,  or  it  might  not,  and  that  raised  the  question 
whether  alcoholic  preparations  would  be  active  or  not.  He  had 
employed  dilute  alcohol,  and  if  it  were  a  ferment  the  dilute  alcohol 
would  probably  extract  a  considerable  amount ;  otherwise  pepsin 
wine  would  be  inactive.  He  used  25  per  cent,  absolute  alcohol, 
which  was  equivalent  to  about  20  per  cent,  when  diluted  with  the 
juices  of  the  gland.  He  thought  the  remark  of  Mr.  Symes  about 
the  old  practitioners'  use  of  snakes  and  toads  Avas  scarcely  apropos, 
since  modern  developments  in  this  line  were  strictly  based  on 
physiological  facts.  One  knew  that  removal  or  injury  of  the 
thyroid  gland  was  followed  by  symptoms  very  similar  to  those  of 
myxoedema,  and  that  suggested  the  application  of  this  remedy. 
It  was  not  a  case  of  merely  hitting  on  it  by  accident,  but  the 
practice  of  their  forefathers  was  not  dictated  by  any  such  reason- 
ing. He  had  met  with  several  instances  where  tabloids  had  been 
inactive,  but  had  put  it  down  to  carelessness  probably  in  the  dry- 
ing ;  and  that  was  one  great  objection  to  using  the  dried  glands. 
With  regard  to  taking  the  lobe  as  the  standard  for  the  dose,  he 
might  say  that  two  sheep  of  the  same  weight  would  often  have 
glands  of  very  different  size,  perhaps  twice  as  large  in  one  case  as 
in  another ;  but  those  with  the  small  glands  seemed  to  live  as 
satisfactory  lives,  and  it  seemed  reasonable  to  sujjpose  that  the 
smaller  gland  might  be  of  higher  activity.  As  the  active  principle 
was  not  known  one  could  not  give  precision  to  the  dose.  One 
seldom  worked  on  one  or  two  lobes  only,  probably  on  two  or  three 
dozen,  and  thus  an  average  result  was  got,  which  was  more  satis- 
factory than  taking  the  dosage  by  the  actual  weight  of  the  gland 
itself.     With  regard  to  the  permanent  effects  of  this  remedy,  he 


396         BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  COXFEREXCE. 

had  seen  many  cases  which  might  be  regarded  as  cures,  with  the 
reservation  that  the  remedy  must  be  continued,  but  naturally  the 
the  degree  of  relief  depended  very  much  on  the  age  of  the  patient. 
A  young  person  naturally  'recovered  more  quickly,  but  in  prac- 
tically all  the  cases  he  had  seen  a  complete  cure  was  effected.  The 
objection  to  the  use  of  glycerin  as  a  menstruum  must  be  a  little 
qualified  by  the  fact  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  give  5  minims  a 
week  of  the  glycerin  exti-act  after  the  cure  had  been  effected,  and 
a  stomach  must  be  very  sensitive  indeed  which  could  not  tolerate 
that.  The  same  remark  applied  to  the  objection  to  calcium  phos- 
phate with  common  salt :  taking  2  per  cent,  of  calcium  phosphate 
one  would  be  taking  only  from  4  to  6  grains  per  week,  and  most 
people  took  a  much  larger  amount  than  that  in  their  ordinary 
food.  Mr.  Symons  had  referred  to  the  advantages  of  the  alcoholic 
preparation  if  effective,  and  no  doubt  tliat  was  correct.  It  was 
nice  and  clean,  free  from  blood,  and  contained  very  little  organic 
matter.  If  it  proved  active  it  would  confirm  his  opinion  that  the 
active  principle  was  a  ferment ;  pure  strong  glycerin  dissolved 
out  very  little  proteid  matter  indeed  after  treatment  with  absolute 
alcohol. 

Mr.  CuRRiE  asked  if  the  efficacy  of  this  agent  depended  at  all  on 
the  age  of  the  sheep,  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  very  desirable 
to  have  clear  evidence  as  to  the  health  of  the  animal,  or  evil  results 
might  follow. 

Mr.  White  said  he  could  not  offer  any  suggestion  as  to  age,  but 
naturally  one  would  not  expect  to  find  very  old  sheep  at  a  res- 
pectable butcher's.  There  must  always  be  a  certain  amount  of 
risk  about  the  health  of  the  sheep ;  it  would  be  nice  to  have  a 
veterinary  surgeon's  certificate  in  each  case,  but  it  hardly  seemed 
practicable,  and  he  had  never  heard  of  a  case  of  disease  being 
communicated.  But  this  consideration  made  it  more  desirable 
still  to  use  an  alcoholic  extract  rather  than  the  gland  itself.  In 
the  latter  case  you  would  be  sure  to  give  the  disease,  if  it  were 
there,  as  well  as  the  active  principle,  but  if  the  gland  were  treated 
with  absolute  alcohol,  and  then  dried  and  extracted  with  pure 
glycerin,  there  was  a  chance  of  excluding  the  diseased  matter. 

A  vote  of  thanks  Avas  accorded  Mr.  White  for  his  interesting 
paper. 


In  the  absence  of  the  author  the  following  paper  was  read  by 
Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor. 
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PAPAIN. 

Bv  FuEDEiucK  Davis,  B.Sc. 

Papain  is  the  active  principle  of  the  Carica  papaya  or  papaw 
tree.  This  plant,  a  native  oE  South  America,  West  Indies,  and 
other  parts  enjoying  a  tropical  temperature,  I  am  informed  by  Mr. 
Jackson,  A.L.S.,  of  Kew,  varies  in  height  from  five  to  tw^entj  feet, 
according  to  age.  It  is  of  an  herbaceous  character,  and  when 
well  founded  bears  a  plentiful  and, continuous  supply  of  frnit. 

The  cylindrical  trunk  is  simple,  and  bears  at  the  summit  a  tuffc 
of  palmately-lobed  leaves. 

The  staminiferous  flowers  are  arranged  in  a  racemose  manner, 
whilst  the  pistillate  flowei'S  are  for  the  most  part  sessile. 

The  plant  is  dicBcious,  belonging  to  the  Passiflorse.  The  trunk 
and  leaves  abound  in  a  milky  juice,  Avhich  possesses  the  power 
of  rendering  the  toughest  meat  tender  in  a  very  short  period  of 
time. 

The  fruit  termed  the  "  papaw  "  is  employed  by  the  natives  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  in  its  unripe  state  being  boiled  and  used  as  a 
vegetable,  and  in  its  ripe  state  eaten  as  dessert.  The  leaves  are 
used  in  washing  in  the  place  of  soap.  Papain  may  be  prepared 
from  the  juice  of  the  plant  by  treating  with  alcohol,  dehydrating 
the  resulting  precipitate  and  extracting  with  water,  preferably  at 
a  temperature  from  36°  to  40°  C.  The  commercial  varieties  differ 
largely,  not  only  in  colour  and  appearance,  but  to  a  great  extent 
in  proteolytic  action.  The  colour  varies  from  light  brown  to 
nearly  white,  and  I  have  observed  generally  the  more  nearly 
colourless  the  sample  the  greater  its  activity.  Papain  is  an  albu- 
minoid body,  but  differs  fi'om  peptones  in  the  fact  of  not  yielding 
a  precipitate  with  either  acetate  of  lead  or  perchloride  of  mer- 
cury. 

As  previously  stated,  the  commercial  samples  of  papain  vary 
considerably.  I  therefore  considered  it  necessary  to  subject  some 
of  these  to  dialysis,  thus  obtaining  the  active  principle  in  a  fairly 
pure  state.  It  may  be  on  this  account  that  past  researchers  ob- 
tained such  varying  and  conflicting  results. 

If  a  larger  quantity  of  water  be  employed  in  experimenting 
with  the  same  quantity  of  papain  and  dried  fibrin  or  albumin  it 
will  be  found  to  influence  the  final  results  very  markedly,  also 
that  with  a  larger  quantity  of  water,  a  smaller  quantity  of  the 
same  sample  of  papain  and  the  same  quantity  of  fibrin  a  different 
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digestive  result  is  arrived   at,  tlie  temj^erature  being  maintained 
throughout  at  35°  C 

Albumin  was  employed  in  the  following  instances,  being  more 
reliable  for  experimental  purposes  than  dried  fibrin. 

Experiment  No.  I. 

Albumin 3  grammes. 

Papain 'S    gramme. 

Distilled  water      ......    50  c.c. 

Digested  38  hours  at  35°  C. 

Neutral  Solution. 
Eesult : — 

Digested 1-785 

Residue 1-215 

Experiment  No.  II. 

Albumin 3  grammes. 

Papain -25    gramme. 

Distilled  Water 100  c.c. 

Digested  48  hours  at  35°  C. 

Neutral  Solution. 
Eesult : — 

Digested 1-935 

Residue .    1"065 

Expea-iment  No.  III. 

Albumin 3  grammes. 

Papain -3    gramme. 

Hydrochloric  acid        .         .        .        (-005  per  cent.) 

Water  to 500  c.c. 

Digested  48  hours.     Temperature  35°  C. 

Eesult : — 

Digested 2-005 

Residue "995 

Experiment  No.  IV. 

Albumin 3  grammes. 

Papain "3    gramme. 

Hydrochloric  acid         .         .         .        (-050  per  cent.) 

Water 500  c.c. 

Digested  48  hours.     Temperature  35°  C. 

Result : — 

Digested none. 

Residue 3  grammes. 

With  a  higher  pei-centage  of  acid  the  results  compare  with  the 
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last  experiment,  namely,  no  conversion  into  peptones  whatever. 
The  presence  or  absence  of  peptones  was  ascertained  by  the  copper 
test.  With  regard  to  digestion  in  alkaline  solution,  papain  is 
found  to  increase  in  proteolytic  action  if  the  alkalinity  is  not 
above  •25  per  cent.,  carbonate  of  soda  being  employed  for  the 
purpose. 

Experiment  No.  V. 

Albumin 3  grammes. 

Papain '3  gramme. 

Sodium  carbonate         .        .        .         (-25  per  cent.) 

Water 100  c.c. 

Digested  48  hours.     Temperature  35"  C. 

Kesult : — 

Digested 2-358. 

Residue •&42. 

Experiment  No.  VI. 

Albumin 3  grammes. 

Papain -3  gramme. 

Sodium  carbonate        .        .        .  ('20  per  cent.) 

Water 500  c.c. 

Digested  48  hours.     Temperature  35°  C. 

Kesult : — 

Digested 2-507. 

Eesidue '493. 

Digestion  takes  place  in  media  containing  a  much  larger  per- 
centage of  sodium  carbonate,  but  in  no  way  approaching  the 
above  results.  The  action  of  papain  with  milk  is  in  every  respect 
in  ratio  with  the  foregoing  results,  but  the  fat  is  not  in  any  way 
emulsified,  excepting  of  course  to  the  extent  of  the  alkalinity  of 
the  medium.  Recapitulating,  we  find  papain  to  be  active  as  a 
digestive  in  neutral  and  weakly  alkaline  media,  but  its  action 
entirely  stopped  by  the  presence  of  '050  per  cent,  of  hydrochloric 
acid. 

Statements  have  been  made  that  "  papain  "  is  capable  of  digest- 
ing living  tissue,  and  an  experiment  is  quoted  in  Christy's  "  "New 
Commercial  Plants  and  Drugs  "  (No.  8),  where  Professor  Tinkler 
says  he  found  certain  preparations  of  papain  to  dissolve  living 
frogs  and  worms.  I  have  experimented  largely  in  this  direction, 
and  can  say  positively  the  frogs  were  in  no  case  digested  ;  death 
occurred,  and  the  amphibean  decomposed,  but  no  peptones  were 
formed.     In  fact,  the  acid  developed  in  the  dermis  of  the  frog 
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is  sufficient  to  prevent  the  action  of  papain.  Papain  appears  to 
act  as  a  poison  to  the  frog.  The  creature  will  not  live  for  long  in 
a  solution  of  papain,  but  decomposition  certainly  does  not  take 
place  until  after  the  death  of  the  animal.  I  think,  therefore, 
nothing  farther  need  be  said  upon  this  point. 

With  regard  to  the  products  of  fermentation  by  the  action  of 
papain  upon  proteids,  I  have  found  undoubtedly  a  resemblance  to 
that  of  trypsin,  and  by  following  the  suggestions  of  Dr.  Sidney 
Martin,  of  University  College,  proved  positively  the  formation  of 
various  amido-acids,  tyrosine,  and  leucine,  and  by  further  decom- 
position indol  was  produced. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  Sidney  ]\lartln  for  most  valu- 
able suggestions. 


Mr.  Paruy  said  some  perhaps  had  seen  a  pamphlet  lately 
published  in  which  it  was  stated  that  papain  was  active  in  an  acid 
solution  ;  in  fact,  the  statements  in  it  were  diametrically  opposed 
to  those  now  put  forward.  He  should  like  to  know  if  there  was 
any  explanation  of  this  discrepancy,  or  whether  it  must  be  taken 
to  arise  from  the  different  motives  of  the  authors. 

Mr.  Gerrard  regretted  the  author  was  not  present  to  explain 
his  views  moi-e  fully.  He  had  had  some  experience  of  the  action 
of  ferments  on  albumin,  and  it  was  a  novelty  to  hear  that  pa{)ain 
acted  in  the  presence  of  both  acid  and  alkaline  solutions.  He 
should  have  liked  to  ask  Mr.  Davis  how  he  determined  the  de- 
velopment of  the  digestion  and  the  formation  of  the  peptone.  It 
was  easy  to  say  that  a  substance  Avas  digested ;  but  the  mere  fact 
that  albumin  passed  into  solution  was  not  a  proof  of  it.  Acids  and 
alkalies  acted  on  albumin  to  form  acid  and  alkali  albumin,  but  yon 
must  not  only  prove  the  presence  of  peptone  by  the  copper  test : 
you  must  take  some  sulphate  of  ammonium,  either  in  concentrated 
solution  or  as  a  salt,  and  add  that,  when  all  proteids  but  the  pep- 
tones would  be  precipitated;  then  you  must  remove  the  ammonium 
sulphate  by  means  of  baryta  by  a  very  lengthy  process.  It  was 
only  in  that  way  that  you  could  really  prove  that  a  substance  had 
been  peptonised.  He  had  always  found  it  very  easy  to  peptonise 
albumin  in  the  raw  state  when  diluted  with  water,  and  the  greater 
the  dilution  the  more  rapidly  would  it  peptonise.  With  any  of 
these  ferments  in  an  active  condition,  with  a  proper  percentage 
of  acid,  and  at  the  proper  temperature,  digestion  Avas  very  rapid; 
and  the  liner  you  divided  the  albumin   if  it  were  coagulated  the 
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sooner  would  the  operation  take  place.  It  was  aided  bj  motion 
of  the  particles,  and  no  doubt  the  motion  going  on  in  the  stomach 
was  useful  in  this  way.  He  did  not  expect  papain  would  digest 
living  tissue,  but  no  doubt  a  solid  piece  of  dead  meat  or  dead  frog 
if  placed  in  a  ferment  would  undergo  digestion  superficially,  be- 
cause only  the  surface  would  be  in  contact;  if  you  cut  up  the  meat 
and  exposed  a  large  surface  digestion  would  proceed.  In  his 
experience,  papain  was  most  used  in  removing  diphtheritic  mem- 
branes, being  painted  on  in  a  strong  glycerin  solution  and  the 
throat  afterwards  mopped  out  with  a  strong  solution  of  chlori- 
nated soda.     This  was  a  very  effective  and  popular  remedy. 

Mr.  Drl'CE  said  Mr.  Ball  gave,  in  the  Year-Book  for  1889,  the 
results  of  some  experiments  on  pepsin  and  papain.  He  found  that 
with  hydrochloric  acid  pepsin  dissolved  1"3  per  cent.,  while  papain 
yielded  only  "31,  but  his  results  showed  that  an  acid  solution  did 
not  stop  the  digestibility^  of  the  albumin.  He  understood  that  the 
papaw  tree  was  so  widely  cultivated  that  its  i-eal  origin  (probablj' 
of  tropical  America),  (Hemsley,  Biol.  Cent.  Amer.,  1,  480)  was 
ratber  doubtful. 

The  President  said  he  thought  it  was  a  native  of  the  Caribbean 
Sea. 

Mr.  Druce  said  he  scai-cely  knew  whether  it  was  a  true  species 
at  all,  it  had  been  much  altered  by  long  culture  or  prehistoric 
hybridisation  (cf.  Sohns  Laubach  in  Bot.  Zeit.,  719,  1889).  There 
Avas  no  doubt  that  the  fresh  leaves  had  a  wonderful  power  in  dis- 
integrating tissue.  The  natives  had  used  the  leaves  from  time 
immemoi'ial  for  wrapping  up  tough  meat  in  before  cooking,  and 
this  was  found  to  make  it  fairly  tender.  Papain  was  well  known 
as  a  useful  agent  for  removing  diphtheritic  membrane,  and  was 
also  used  for  similar  diseases  of  the  throat  in  birds  and  animals. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  it  was  rather  difficult  to  follow  a  paper  of  this 
kind,  but  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  Mr.  Davis  did  not 
state  that  albumin  was  not  digested  at  all  in  the  presence  of  acid 
and  papain,  but  that  when  the  acid  reached  a  certain  percentage- 
the  proteolytic  action  ceased. 

Mr.  Davis  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 


In  the  absence  of  the  author  the  following  paper  was  read 
by  Mr.  Ransom.  This  and  the  succeeding  paper  were  discussed 
together. 

D  D 
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THE  IPECACUANHAS  OF  ENGLISH  COMMERCE. 
By  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S. 

For  some  months  past  attention  lias  been  directed  to  the  in- 
feriority in  character  of  recent  importations  of  ipecacuanha,  due 
to  the  large  admixture  of  the  woody  stem  with  the  root.  Con- 
flicting statements  have  been  published  regarding  the  relative 
proportion  of  alkaloid  present  in  the  stem  and  in  the  root.  Ac- 
cording to  a  series  of  careful  analyses  recently  made  by  Messrs. 
Paul  and  Cownley  (Pharm.  Jonrn.,  [3],  xxiv.,  61),  the  stem  appears 
to  contain  about  one-third  less  of  alkaloid  than  the  root.  But  the 
chemistry  of  ipecacuanha  has  never  been  thoroughly  worked  out. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  root  contains  emetine,  choline,  and  a 
volatile  alkaloid,  and  Messrs.  Paul  and  Cownley  have  recently 
proved  that  the  so-called  emetine  is  by  no  means  pure,  but  con- 
tains, mixed  with  it,  a  ciystalline  alkaloid  that  is  present  in 
greater  quantity  in  the  stem  than  in  the  root.  They  have,  more- 
over, shown  that  Carthagena  ipecacuanha  also  contains  a  crystal- 
line alkaloid  which  is  not  identical  Avith  that  obtained  from 
Brazilian  ipecacuanha.  We  may,  in  fact,  be  said  to  be  practically 
ignorant  how  far  the  properties  of  the  drug  are  due  to  amorphous 
emetine  or  to  the  crystalline  alkaloid,  and  therefore  how  far  the 
percentage  of  emetine  (so-called)  may  be  taken  to  indicate  the 
medicinal  value  of  the  root.  It  seems  highly  probable  that  the 
medicinal  value  of  the  root  does  not  depend  upon  emetine  en- 
tirely, since  results  are  obtained  by  the  powder  that  cannot  be 
obtained  from  emetine. 

I  have  thought,  therefore,  that  at  the  present  time  it  might  be 
useful  to  direct  attention  to  the  varieties  and  qualities  of  the  drug 
as  met  with  in  commerce,  and  to  append  a  histological  table  by 
which  the  spurious  ipecacuanhas  that  occasionally  enter  the 
London  drug  trade  may  be  detected  by  the  retail  pharmacist,  for 
upon  him  the  responsibility  i*ests  of  securing  for  the  public  pure 
drugs,  a  responsibility  which  is  too  often  relegated  to  the  whole- 
sale druggist. 

The  ipecacuanhas  of  English  commerce  may  be  divided  into  two 
.sections, — 

1.  Those  that  are  derived  from  the  genus  Cej^haiilis. 

2.  Those  that  are  derived  from  other  {jenera  belongfin":  to  the 
same  or  to  different  natural  orders. 

1.  Official  Ipecacuanha  (CephaiiUs  Ipecacuanha,  Rich.). —  Of 
this  kind  there  are  several  commercial  varieties  or  qualities. 
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A.  Brazilian  or  Bio  Ipecacuanha. — Wheu  of  good  quality  the 
roots  are  one  or  two  lines  in  diameter,  and  externally  of  a  reddish 
or  blackisli-brown  colour.  Specimens  "without  a  powdery  surface 
ai'e  to  be  preferred,  since  the  powdery  appearance  is  often  due 
to  the  remains  of  moulds.  A  good  sample  should  yield  about  80 
per  cent,  of  bark. 

B.  Indian  Ipecacuanha. — This  is  derived  from  the  plant  culti- 
vated in  Johor  (Straits  Settlements),  and  has  only  been  introduced 
during  recent  years.  It  is  imported  from  Singapore.  Commer- 
cially it  is  distinguished  from  the  Brazilian  kind  by  the  presence 
of  the  delicate  rootlets,  which  usually  occur  to  a  much  smaller 
extent  in  the  South  American  drug.  According  to  an  analysis  by 
Mr.  Ransom^  it  contains  1"7  of  (the  so-called)  emetine  as  against 
an  average  of  1"66  per  cent,  in  the  Brazilian  kind,  and  may  there- 
fore be  supposed  to  be  of  good  quality. 

C.  Mouldy  Ipecacuanha. — It  is  calculated  that  about  three  out 
of  every  four  serous  of  ipecacuanha  root  imported  have  been 
damaged  by  sea-water  during  the  voyage  to  Europe  or  during 
transit  to  the  coast  from  the  place  of  collection  (PharmacograpMa, 
2nd  ed.,  p.  375).  It  has  been  maintained  by  some  that  the  mouldi- 
ness  does  not  affect  the  amount  of  alkaloid  present.  This  state- 
ment needs  confirmation. 

D.  Woody  Ipecacuanha. — It  is  of  the  prevalence  of  this  quality 
in  commerce  that  complaints  have  recently  been  made.  It  is 
characterised  by  the  presence  of  an  unusual  amount  of  stem.  A 
small  piece  of  the  woody  stem  is  often  attached  to  the  root  in 
good  samples,  but  in  woody  ipecacuanha  it  may  amount  to  30  or 
50  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  stem  is  easily  recognised  by  its 
smooth  not  annulated  surface,  remarkably  thin  bark,  and  by  the 
presence,  visible  under  a  good  lens,  of  pith  in  the  centre  of  the 
■woody  column.  As  the  stem  is  not  official  in  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  is  probably  one-third  weaker  than  the  root,  it  should  not  be 
used  for  pharmacopceial  preparations.  It  is  obvious  that  in  croup, 
or  in  cases  where  a  prompt  emetic  is  required,  preparations  made 
from  such  a  root,  and  therefoi'e  deficient  in  medicinal  activity, 
might  lead  to  fatal  results. 

E.  Doctored  Ipecacuanha. — This  quality  consists  of  inferior, 
woody,  or  mouldy  ipecacuanha  that  has  been  washed  and  dried. 
It  has  a  dark  colour  and  clean  epidermis,  contains  few  large 
pieces,  and  the  bark  has   been  much  broken  off  the  root  in  the 

'  Pharm.  Joiirn.,  [3] ,  xviii.,  400. 
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process  of  washing.     By  tliis  latter  character  and  its  dark  colour 
it  is  easily  recognised. 

2.  Carthagena  or  Savanilla  Ipecacuanha  {GephaHls  acuminata, 
Karsten  '). — This  kind  of  ipecacuanha  has'  recently  been  imported 
in  increasing  quantities.^  It  is,  however,  by  no  means  a  new 
article  in  commerce.  It  is  probably  identical  with  the  grey 
annulated  ipecacuanha  of  Pereira,  which  he  describes  as  "  occur- 
ring in  pieces  of  larger  diameter  than  ordinary  ipecacuanha,  with 
fewer,  more  irregular  and  less  prominent  rings."  Professor  Gui- 
bonrt  remarked  that  considerable  quantities  of  it  arrived  unmixed 
with  the  ordinary  sorts,  and  that  he  thought  it  to  be  a  distinct 
kind  coming  from  a  different  part  of  Brazil,  and  derived  from 
another  species  of  GepliacHs  (Pereira,  Mat.  Med..,  vol.  ii.,  pt.  ii., 
p.  58).  This  description  is  exactly  applicable  to  the  Carthagena 
ipecacuanha  of  the  present  day,  which  is  characterised  by  the  less 
prominent  and  more  distant  rings  and  transverse  fissures. 

Under  the  misroscope  it  pi-esents,  according  to  Karsten,^  a  dis- 
tinctive feature  in  the  fact  that  the  cortical  pax'enchyma  forms 
two  distinct  layers,  which  is  not  the  case  in  ordinary  ipecacuanha. 
The  radiate  structure  of  the  central  woody  column  is  also  more 
distinctly  visible  than  in  the  ordinary  ipecacuanha. 

Carthagena  ipecacuanha  has  been  analy.sed  by  Dr.  Wimmel,* 
Conroy,  and  others,  and  the  results  obtained  indicate  that  it 
varies,  like  the  Brazilian  drug,  in  percentage  of  alkaloids,  but 
that  on  the  whole  it  is  probably  not  inferior  to  it  in  the  amount  of 
alkaloid  present.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  it  con- 
tains a  diffei'ent  crystalline  alkaloid  which  is  not  chemically 
identical  with  that  of  the  Brazilian  drug.  The  root  of  Cephaiuit: 
Ipecacuanha  has  been  figured  in  several  woi-ks  on  materia  medica, 
of  which  the  following  may  be  mentioned  :  Goebel  and  Kunze, 
"  Waarenkunde,"  tab.  xxx.,  fig.  1  ;  Martins,  "Specimen  Mat.  Med. 
Bras.,"  tab.  i.  and  viii.,  fig.  ],  2;  Pereira,  "Mat.  Med."  (1887), 
vol.  ii.,  part  ii.,  p.  57,  fig.  8  ;  Planchon,  "  Hist.  Nat.  des  Di-ogues 
Simples  "  (7th  ed.),  vol.  iii.,  pp.  85,  8G,  figs.  599-600.  The  micro- 
scopical structure  has  also  been  fully  illustrated  in  Berg.  "  Anat. 
Atlas,"  part  vii.,  A.  and  B. ;  Vogl.  "Anat.  Atlas,"  tab.  xlvii.,  figs. 
1-3;  Herail  and  Bonnet,  "Bot.  Med.,"  part  vi.,  %.  169;  Mollei-, 

1  "  Med.  Deutsch  Flor.,"  p.  1197. 

-'  Specimens  iti  the  Hanbury  materia  medica  collection  bear  the  dates  of  im- 
portation, viz.,  18C)4,  1868,  1872. 
3  Pharm.  Centralh.,  18;)2,  p.  (VM). 
*  riiiirin.  Jouni.,  [;$],  xxiii.,  207. 
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"  Lelirbncli  tier  Pharmacognosie,"  p.  312,  fig.   189  ;  Tschirch  and 
Ladtke,  "  Archiv.  der  Pharm.,"  1888,  pp.  444,  445,  tigs.  1,  2,  3. 

Spurious  IPECACUAxnAs. 

Owing  to  the  name  "  Poaja  "  being  used  in  a  generic  sense  in 
South  American  countries  for  roots  possessing  emetic  properties, 
various  drugs  bearing  this  name  are  sent  to  this  counti'j  by 
merchants  at  intervals  of  a  few  years.  Sometimes  these  meet 
with  purchasers,  but  their  ultimate  destination  is  involved  in 
obscurity.  None  of  them  appi-oach  ipecacuanha  in  therapeutic 
value.  Hence  a  description  of  their  appearance  in  the  crude  state 
may  jirove  useful. 

The  plants  from  which  these  Poayas  are  derived  belong  chiefly 
to  the  natui'al  orders  linhiaceo'  and  Violaceie,  and  one  to  the 
Fulygalacece}  Those  which  have  been  identified  in  English 
commerce  are  three  in  number,  viz.  :  (1)  PsycJiotria  emetica,  (2) 
liichardsonia  scabra,  and  (3)   lonidium  Ipecacuanha. 

Several  other  spurious  ipecacuanhas,  more  or  less  resembling 
these  three,  have  at  intervals  been  imported  into  Europe,  but 
probably  have  not  been  distinguished  from  them,  except  in  one 
or  two  cases,  in  which  a  microscopic  examination  has  been  made. 
Of  these  I  only  propose  to  notice  those  that  have  been  met  witli 
in  commerce  in  this  country.  A  large  number  of  others  obtained 
from  International  exhibitions  and  Continental  museums  have 
been  examined  by  Messrs.  Tschirch  and  Ludtke,  and  structural 
details  have  been  given  in  the  Archiv.  der  Fharm.,  1888,  p.  444, 
etc. 

A.  Black  or  Greater  Striated  Ipecacuaxha  (Faychotria  emetica, 
Mutis.). — This  is  so-called  from  its  black  epidermis.  The  root  is 
slightly  larger  than  Rio  ipecacuanha  and  strongl}^  constricted  at 
intervals  of  about  an  inch,  more  or  less,  the  intermediate  portions 
being  cylindiical  and  striated  longitudinally.  Internally  the  cor- 
tical portion  is  thick  in  proportion  to  the  woody  column,  and 
presents  a  horny  appearance,  and  sometimes  a  purplish  tint.  A 
decoction  of  the  root  gives  evidence  of  the  presence  of  a  reducing 

*  The  name  "  Poaya  verdadeira,"  or  "  Pcaya  de  botica,  '  or  "  Poaja  preta," 
is  applied  to  Ccphaf'tis  Ipecaciianlia,  Eich.;  "Poaya  branca  "  to  Riclianlsonia 
.•■cabm,  DC,  and  lonidium  Ipecacuanha,  Vent. ;  "  Poaya  do  campo  "  to  Borreria 
Fvai/a,  DC,  and  Polijfiala  toaya,  Mart.  ;  "  Poaya  de  praia  "  to  Borreria  ferrii- 
(jinea,  DC,  Machaionia  Brasiliensis,  Willd.,  aud  lonidium  ipecacuanlia,  Vent.; 
"Poaya  do  rio "  to  Machaionia  Brasiliensis,  Willd.;  "Poaya  de  hasta  com- 
ptida"  to  Borreria  emetica,  Mart.,  "  Syst.  Mat.  Med.  Bras.,"  pp.  92-9i. 
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sugar,^  but  not  of  starch.  According  to  Mr.  F.  Ransom  it  contains 
traces  ('016  p.c.)  oE  emetine,  or  of  an  alkaloid  giving  the  same 
reactions.     The  woody  column  is  dense,  and  not  visibly  porous. 

B.  Lesser  Striated  Ipecacuanha  {Bichardsonia  species). — This 
drug  externally  has  also  a  black  coloar  and  sti'iated  appearance, 
and  constrictions  at  intervals  like  the  greater  striated  ipecacuanha, 
but  it  presents  marked  diiferences  internally.  The  cortical  portion 
is  often  of  a  dark  violet  tint,  and  is  fall  of  starch,  which  can 
readily  be  detected  in  the  cold  decoction  by  iodine,  and  the  woody 
column  is  seen  to  be  distinctly  porous  when  viewed  under  an  or- 
dinary lens.  Professor  Planchon  refers  it  provisionally  to  the 
genus  Richardsonia.'^  Examined  by  F.  Ransom  it  was  found  to 
contain  '027  of  emetine.^ 

C.  Undulated  Ipecacuanha  (Bichardsonia  scabra). — Externally 
the  root  is  of  a  greyish  brown  colour,  and  differs  from  ipecacuanha 
in  not  having  raised  rings.  It  is,  however,  marked  with  deep 
constrictions,  often  on  alternate  sides,  which  gives  the  root  a^ 
somewhat  undulated  or  falsely  annulated  appearance.  In  trans- 
verse section  the  root  is  seen  to  be  white,  and  starchy,  and  some- 
times has  a  faint  violet  tint,  and  the  woody  column  is  yellow  and 
porous.  It  has  been  stated  to  contain  emetine,  but  the  statement 
needs  confirmation. 

D.  (1)  White  Ipecacuanha,  Ionidium  Ipecacuanha. — This  drug 
differs  from  the  foregoing  in  its  pale  yellowish-brown  colour  and 
much  branched  character.  The  woody  column  is  large,  yellow 
and  porous,  and  the  cortical  portion  is  thin,  so  that  the  root  is 
more  woody  in  character  than  Bichardsonia,  but  it  has  transverse 
fissures  and  constrictions  like  the  latter.  It  does  not  contain 
starch  (Moeller,  "  Lehrbuch  fiir  Pharmacognosie,"  p.  313). 

D.  (2)  A  root,  supposed  to  be  that  of  Ionidium  Ipecacuanha^ 
entered  the  London  market  in  188-1,  and  was  examined  by  Mr.  VV. 
Kii'kby,  who  pointed  out  that  it  differed  from  the  root  of  that  plant 
in  having  large  wedge-shaped  groups  of  sclerenchymatous  cells  in 
the  coi'tical  portion,  and  more  or  less  broad  medullar}'  rays  in  the 
woody  column  {Pharm.  Journ.,  [8J,  xvi.,  12G). 

E.  False  Indian  Ipecacuanha. — Some  years  ago  a  quantity  of  a 
small  root  said  to  be  imported  from  Southei-n  India,  was  offered 
in   the    London   market    as    ipecacuanha.'*      It    differs  from  true 

'  Pharm.  Jotirn.,  [3],  xviii.,  788. 
-  Journ.  dc  I'liann.,  xvi.  (1872),  p.  400;  xvii.,  p.  19. 
^  Pharm.  Journ.,  [3] ,  xviii.,  788. 

■•  Fluuiii.  Journ.,  [3J ,  xviii.,  028.  " riiarmacographia  ludica,"  vol.  iii.,  p. 
518. 
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ipecacuanha  in  colour,  which  is  of  a  pale  reddish-brown,  but  it 
pi-esents  a  ringed  appearance. 

A  transverse  section,  however,  shows  that  the  hard,  woody 
central  column  so  characteristic  of  ipecacuanha  is  absent,  and 
that  the  root  has  a  moncotyledonous  structure.  Its  rhizomatous 
character — for  the  rings  indicate  the  remains  of  leaf  bases — its 
slightly  acrid  taste,  and  the  small  starch  grains  present  in  its 
tissue,  show  that  it  probably  belongs  to  the  Aracere.  It  has  been 
referred  to  Cryptocoryne  spiralis  and  to  Lagenandra  lancifoUa,  but 
I  have  not  been  able  to  identify  it  with  either  of  these  species  as 
represented  in  the  Kew  Herbarium. 

The  following  key  to  the  microscopical  structure  of  the  com- 
mercial ipecacuanhas  may  perhaps  prove  useful  to  pharmacists.  It 
is  based  upon  a  paper  on  this  subject  by  Tschirch  and  Ludtke  in 
the  Archiv  der  Pharmacie,  1883,  p.  441.  Several  of  the  varieties 
mentioned  by  these  authors  have  not  been  met  with  in  English 
commerce.  On  the  other  hand,  some  are  now  added  which  have 
appeared  in  English  commerce,  but  do  not  seem  to  occur  in  their 
list. 

I.  Woody  column  containing  chiefly  traclieids,  but  no  vessels. 

A.  Root  bark  containing  starch  and  raphides. 

1 .  Parenchyma  of  bark  uniform  =  Rio  Ipecacuanha. 

2.  Parenchyma  of  bark  forming  two  layers  =  Carthage7ia  Ipe- 
cacuanha. 

B.  Root  baric  containing  no  starch,  but  sugar. 

Woody  centre,  not  visibly  porous  =  6f7-eafer  Striated  Ipecacuanha. 

II.  Woody  cylinder  containing  vessels,  Avood- cells,  and  medul- 
lary rays. 

A.  Root-bark,  containing  starch. 

1.  Medullaiy  rays  composed  of  a  single  row  of  cells,  woody 
centre  visibly  porous  =  Lesser  Striated  Ipecacua,nha. 

2.  Medullary  rays  forming  two  or  three  rows  of  cells  =  Undu- 
lated Ipecacuanha . 

B.  Root-bark  containing  inulin. 

1.  Medullary  rays  of  a  single  row  of  cells,  no  starch,  sphoo- 
raphides  in  the  bark=  White  Ipecacuanha  (a). 

2.  Bark  contains  stone  cells. 

3.  Medullary  rays  broad  =  ir/iiVe  Ipecacuanha  (b). 

III.  Rhizome  having  a  monocotyledonoas  structure,  brown  pig- 
ment cells  in  parenchyma,  acicular  raphides  and  starch  present  = 
False  Indian  Ipecacuanha. 

It  should  be  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  although  it  is  com- 
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paratively  easy  to  identify  any  of  the  spurious  ipecacuanhas  by 
their  mici'oscopical  structure  and  external  characters  as  seen  under 
a  good  lens,  it  is  by  no  means  so  easy  to  detect  the  presence  of  the 
spurious  roots  in  powder,  since  in  several  of  them  starch  and 
acicular  raphides  are  pi-esent,  and  the  starches  can  only  be  deter- 
mined by  careful  and  repeated  examinations  and  measurements. 
It  may  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  a  process  for  obtaining  emetine 
in  a  pure  state  will  soon  be  devised,  so  that  it  may  be  possible  to 
obtain  a  standard  for  genuine  powder.  Until  then  chemists  will 
do  well  to  purchase  ipecacuanha  root  containing  as  little  stem 
as  possible,  and  to  powder  it  themselves.  In  this  way  only  is  it 
po.s.sible  at  present  to  personally  guarantee  satisfactory  prepara- 
tions. 


The  next  paper  read  was  entitled  : — ■ 

DEEMETINISED   IPECACUANHA. 
By  F.  C.  J.  Bird. 

Ipecacuanha  deprived  of  its  emetine  appears  to  have  been  first 
suggested  as  a  remedy  in  dysentery  by  Surgeon  Major  Harris,  of 
Simla,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lancet  (Aug.  30,  1890),  pointed  out 
that  the  deemetinised  root  answered  equally  as  well  as  ordinary 
ipecacuanha  in  the  treatment  of  that  disease,  whilst  it  possessed 
the  great  advantage  of  avoiding  tlie  extreme  nausea  and  depres- 
sion hitherto  inseparable  from  the  administration  of  the  drug.  So 
distressing  are  these  effects,  remarks  the  same  Avriter,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  adequately  conceive  the  fearful  feeling  of  depression 
caused  by  30-grain  doses,  and  patients  who  have  had  previous 
attacks  of  dysentery  justly  look  forward  with  dread  to  a  further 
experience  of  the  same  remedy. 

Since  the  appearance  of  the  letter  alluded  to,  other  investigators 
have  taken  tlie  matter  up  and  published  more  or  less  conflicting 
results.  Indeed,  in  the  hands  of  Surgeon  Captain  Walsh,  the 
deemetinised  preparation  was  found  to  be  of  such  little  value  that 
he  attributed  the  antidysenteric  action  of  ipecacuanha  entirely  to 
the  emetine  contained  in  it.  Quite  recently,  however,  Drs.  A.  A. 
Kanthack  and  A.  Caddy  have  contributed  a  very  interesting  re- 
port to  the  Practitioner  (June,  1893),  in  which  they  clearly  proved 
deemetinised  ipecacuanha  to  be  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  dysentery,  and  the  discordant  conclusions  of  different  ob- 
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servers  to  have  arisen  from  the  imperfect  methods  by  Avhicli  the 
removal  of  the  emetine  had  been  attempted.  They  found  the 
various  samples  of  the  pi'eparation  which  they  were  able  to  obtain 
to  be  of  very  varying  etficacy,  different  processes  having  probably 
been  followed  in  their  production.  They  included  in  their  investi- 
gation samples  procured  from  six  different  sources  (three  Indian, 
two  English,  and  one  German),  and  in  addition  to  physiological 
trial,  they  estimated  the  percentage  of  emetine  and  extractive 
soluble  in  alcohol  in  each.  The  emetine  varied  from  traces  to  1"2 
per  cent.,  whilst  the  yield  of  alcoholic  extractive  was  from  2"5  to 
11'3  per  cent.  The  antidysenteric  value  was  in  direct  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  alcohol-soluble  substances  present,  provided  that 
the  emetine  had  been  completely  removed  or  existed  in  very  minute 
quantity.  The  sample  which  gave  the  best  results  in  the  hands  of 
the  authors  of  the  paper  was  of  German  origin,  and  showed  on 
analysis  traces  of  emetine  with  10"3  per  cent  extractive  soluble  in 
alcohol.  They  stated  further  that  "  this  manufacturer  alone  had 
succeeded  in  removing  as  much  of  the  emetine  as  could  be  expected 
without  appreciably  disturbing  the  other  constituents  of  the  root." 
Allusion  was  made  to  this  report  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  of 
June  3  last,  by  a  writer  in  the  "  Month,"  who,  whilst  i^emarking 
the  want  of  details  of  the  processes  by  which  the  samples  employed 
by  Drs.  Kanthack  and  Caddy  were  prepared,  indicated  the  desira- 
bility of  a  satisfactory  method  of  extracting  the  emetine  without 
affecting  the  other  constituents. 

Surgeon  Major  Warden,  in  1891,  deemetinised  ipecacuanha  by 
percolation  with  alcohol  acidulated  with  acetic  acid,  and  other 
solvents  that  have  been  suggested  to  me  as  giving  good  results  are 
alcohol  and  ammoniated  chloroform.  In  the  light  of  Drs.  Kant- 
hack and  Caddy's  analyses,  the  two  first  may  be  at  once  dismissed 
as  unsuitable,  removing  as  they  do  the  antidysenteric  principle  in 
the  alcoholic  extract.  Further,  it  appeared  desirable  to  avoid  the 
use  of  alkali  if  possible,  so  that  the  natural  state  of  combination  of 
the  constituents  of  the  root  might  remain  unaltered.  Twenty 
grammes  of  Rio  ipecacuanha  in  No.  80  powder  were  therefore  ex- 
tracted in  a  Dunstan  and  Short's  apparatus  with  plain  chloroform, 
first  cold,  and  then  boiling.  The  operation  was  a  tedious  one,  and 
although  the  bulk  of  the  alkaloid  was  removed  the  residual  powder, 
when  dried  with  milk  of  lime,  digested  w^ith  chloroform,  and 
evaporated,  gave  a  distinct  precipitate  with  dilute  acetic  acid  and 
Mayer's  reagent.  The  chloroform  removed  from  the  above  quan- 
tity of  root  '573  gramme  extract,  equal  to  286  per  cent.,  and  the 


410  BRITISH    PHARMACEUTICAL    CONFERENCE. 

extract  obtained  by  afterwards  percolating  the  residue  with  strong- 
alcohol  weighed  l'9ol  gramme,  equal  to  9*75  per  cent.  Seeing 
that  the  nearly  complete  removal  of  the  emetine  is  so  important, 
chloroform  alone  as  a  solvent  cannot  be  recommended. 

Another  experiment  Avas  made,  using  ammoniated  chloroform 
prepared  as  in  Ransom's  assay  process  by  agitation  with  liq. 
ammon.  fort,  in  a  separator.  In  this  case  extraction  was  effected 
very  readily,  and  the  residual  powder,  when  treated  as  before,  gave 
a  scarcely  perceptible  cloudiness  Avith  "  Mayer."  The  extract  was, 
however,  much  darker  in  colour  than  that  from  plain  chloroform. 
Dried  in  a  water  oven  it  weighed  "720  grammes,  equal  to  3"6  per 
cent. 

The  residue  in  the  percolator,  after  drying,  was  extracted 
with  strong  alcohol  and  the  solvent  evaporated.  This  extract 
Aveighed  1803  gramme,  equal  to  901  per  cent. 

The  ammoniated  chloroformic  solution  from  another  20  grammes 
of  root  Avas  Avashed  several  times  Avith  dilute  sulphuric  acid  to  re- 
move the  emetine  and  then  with  distilled  Avater.  On  evaporating 
the  chloroform  an  extract  remained  Aveighing  '312  gramme, 
equal  to  1'56  per  cent.  It  gave  no  reaction  either  for  sulphates  or 
alkaloid. 

This  extract  dissolved  almost  entii'ely  on  treatment  Avith  Avarm 
alcohol.  The  solution  filtered  and  evaporated  to  dryness  left  a 
residue  weighing  '302  gramme,  equal  to  1"51  per  cent.,  thus 
shoAving  a  loss  of  "05  per  cent,  due  to  matter  insoluble  in  alcohol. 

The  alcoholic  residue  having  been  dissolved  in  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  chloroform  Avas  returned  to  the  20  grammes  of  poAvder  from 
Avhich  it  had  been  obtained,  the  whole  uniformly  mixed,  and  the 
chloroform  allowed  to  evaporate.  The  product  Avas  a  pale  brown 
powder,  containing  but  a  trace  of  emetine,  and  yielding  10'52  per 
cent,  of  its  Aveight  to  alcohol.  A  decoction  of  it  gave  a  green 
coloration  with  ferric  chloride,  indistinguishable  from  that 
afforded  by  an  equal  quantity  of  the  ordinary  drug  Avhen  similar! 3' 
tested,  thus  indicating  the  presence  of  ipecacuanhic  acid.  The 
foreofoing:  details  summarised  are  as  follows : — 

From  20  (jramvies  root. 

Per  cent. 
Emetine  in  root  before  extraction     .         .         .     1'73 
(a)  Extracted  by  ammon.  chloroform        .         .     3'6 
Portion  of  (a)  soluble  in  alcohol       .         .         .     l-ol 
Extracted  by  alcohol 0-01 

Total  alcoholic  extract — 10o2 
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These  figures  agree  closely  with  those  obtained  f  i-oin  the  Gei'mau 
sample  of  deemetinised  ipecacuanha  approved  of  by  Drs.  Kanthack 
and  Caddy,  and  considered  by  them  to  be  the  best.  I  therefoi-e 
suggest  that  a  satisfactory  process  for  removing  the  emetine  from, 
ipecacuanha  without  appreciably  distui'bing  its  other  constituents 
consists  in  percolating  the  root  in  fine  powder  with  ammoniated 
chloroform  until  comletely  exhausted  of  alkaloid,  washing  out  the 
emetine  from  this  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  returning  the  washed 
chloroform  to  the  powdered  root,  mixing  uniforml}'-,  and  finally 
drying  the  product  either  by  exposure  to  air  or  at  a  gentle  heat. 

It  would  be  useful  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  that  portion  of 
the  chloroformic  extract  other  than  alkaloid  possesses  antidy- 
senteric  pi-operties,  but  as  this  is  a  point  which  cannot  at  present 
be  decided  by  chemical  investigation,  I  hope  shortly  to  have  the 
chloroformic  extract  tried  and  reported  upon  by  a  medical  friend. 

Little  is  known  of  the  particular  constituent  of  ipecacuanha  to 
which  its  antidysenteric  action  is  due.  Some  have  attributed  it  to 
ipecacuanha-tannic  acid,  but  I  think  this  supposition  admits  of 
considerable  doubt. 

The  isolation  and  identification  of  the  antidysenteric  principle 
offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  useful  and  interesting  re- 
search. 

The  President  said  he  thought  the  closing  remai-k  in  ]\Ir. 
Holmes'  paper  with  reference  to  powdered  ii^ecacuanha  was  rather 
uncalled  for.  He  felt  sure  that  if  the  retail  pharmacist  were  will- 
ing to  pay  a  fair  price  there  were  some,  if  not  many,  wholesale 
houses  who  would  supply  him  with  a  genuine  article.  The  advice 
given  was  for  the  chemist  to  powder  it  himself,  and  he  was  per- 
fectly sure  he  would  have  to  do  it  himself,  for  the  modern  appren- 
tice would  certainly  refuse  to  do  it. 

Mr.  CoxROY  agreed  with  the  President  that  the  concluding  re- 
mark by  Mr.  Holmes  to  which  he  had  alluded  had  better  have  been 
omitted,  for  genuine  powdered  ipecacuanha  could  always  be  ob- 
tained from  good  houses.  He  understood  Mr.  Holmes  to  say  that 
the  nature  of  the  emetine  obtained  from  the  real  root  was  not 
identical  with  that  obtained  from  the  Carthagenian  root,  but  he 
did  not  know  whether  any  proof  of  that  statement  was  advanced. 
If  it  were  he  should  be  glad  to  know  it,  for  it  was  not  an  easy 
point  to  settle. 

Dr.  B.  H.  Paul  said  he  had  lately  had  occasion  to  examine  some 
samples  of  ipecacuanha  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount 
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of  so-called  emetine  in  them.  At  the  outset  he  was  impressed  with 
the  defective  nature  of  most  of  the  methods  recommended  for  the 
determination  of  emetine,  and  endeavoured  in  the  first  place  to 
devise  one  by  which  better  results  could  be  obtained.  He  had 
not  proceeded  very  far  before  it  became  evident  that  the  alkaloid 
in  ipecacuanha,  to  which  the  name  emetine  had  been  given,  is  by 
no  means  an  independent,  homogeneous  chemical  substance,  but 
consists  of  two  or  more  distinct  alkaloids.  Emetine  is  described 
as  being  a  perfectly  amorphous  substance,  incapable  of  crystallisa- 
tion, and  as  generally  obtained,  either  by  means  of  chloroform  or 
ether,  from  Brazilian  ipecacuanha,  it  is  always  in  that  form  ;  a 
solution  with  either  of  those  solvents  drying  up  to  a  perfectly 
transparent  varnish.  But  when  the  alkaloid  was  sufficiently  puri- 
fied it  could  be  separated  into  two  portions,  one  of  which  was 
distinctly  crystalline.  He  had  with  him  a  small  quantity  of  these 
crystals,  which  he  would  hand  round.  So  long  as  it  was  mixed 
with  the  amorphous  base,  there  was  no  sign  of  crystallisation  at 
all,  but  was  the  resinous  transparent  mass  usually  met  with.  It 
was  not  until  the  separation  was  effected  to  a  considerable  extent, 
which  was  a  tedious  matter,  effected  by  continual  fractional  pre- 
cipitation, that  you  got  this  base  distinctly  crystallising.  But 
the  hydrochloride  of  the  amorphous  base  was  a  distinctly  crystallis- 
able  salt,  which  was  very  soluble  in  water,  though  it  Avould  crys- 
tallise from  a  wateiy  solution  much  in  the  same  way  as  hydro- 
chloride of  morphine.  With  regard  to  the  amount  of  alkaloid  in 
ipecacuanha,  the  fact  that  there  were  two  distinct  substances 
present  rendered  it  difficult  to  determine  the  value  of  ipecacuanha 
on  the  basis  of  the  alkaloid  present,  until  something  Avas  known  of 
the  therapeutic  action  of  the  two  different  alkaloids.  He  hoped 
before  long  to  have  worked  out  some  descriptions  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  these  two  or  three  bases  which  he  had  ah'eady  separated 
and  to  get  them  therapeutically  examined,  so  as  to  learn  which 
was  the  efficacious  medicinal  agent  and  what  were  the  characters 
belonging  to  it.  Altogether  the  knowledge  of  the  therapeutics  of 
of  ipecacuanha  was  very  deficient,  and  this  was  well  illustrated  by 
what  had  been  written  lately  about  deemetinised  ipecacuanha. 
The  reports  from  Indian  physicians  were  in  direct  conflict  with 
one  another;  some  saying  that  the  dethnetinised  ipecacuanha  was 
no  better  than  sawdust,  and  othei"S  that  it  was  very  efiicacious. 
Mr.  Martindale  had  been  kind  enough  to  obtain  for  him  a  sample 
of  the  so-called  deemetinisod  ipecacuanha,  supplied  by  the  German 
house    referred   to    by    Dr.    Kauthack,    and    on   submitting  it    to 
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analysis  he  found  it  contained  nearly  '5  per  cent,  of  the  alkaloid 
corresponding  to  the  ordinary  alkaloid  from  ipecacuanha.  The 
difference  between  the  root  and  the  stem  attaching  to  what  was 
called  woody  ipecacuanha  appeax-ed  to  him  to  be  a  result  of  the  dif- 
ferent relative  proportion  between  the  woody  core  and  the  bark. 
In  the  stem  of  ipecacuanha  there  was  an  extremely  thin  bark,  the 
whole  mass  almost  consisting  of  woody  core,  whereas  in  the  true 
root  there  was  a  comparatively  slender  woody  core  and  a  very  thick 
bark.  He  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  seat  of  the  alkaloid 
was  entirely  in  the  bark,  and  consequently  it  was  easy  to  under- 
stand that  woody  ipecacuanha  containing  a  large  proportion  of  stem 
would  contain  much  less  alkaloid  than  the  true  root. 

Mr.  Collier  said  Mr.  Bird's  paper  was  very  interesting  to  him. 
Patients  were  occasionally  brought  into  Guy's  hospital  from  the 
neighbouring  tanneries  suffering  from  a  severe  form  of  disease, 
acquired  by  handling  the  skin.s  of  diseased  animals.  It  was 
characterised  by  a  pustule  which  had  to  be  excised,  and  ipecacu- 
anha in  powder  was  then  applied  to  the  surface,  and  also  adminis- 
tered intex-nally.  This  was  found  extremely  successful  in  nearly 
all  cases.  Experiments  had  been  made  which  showed  that  the 
ipecacuanha  powder  had  the  effect  of  checking  the  growth  of  the 
particular  anthrax  bacillus,  but  a  solution  of  emetine  in  acetic  acid 
had  no  such  effect ;  a  solution  of  tannic  acid  was  also  tried  with 
the  same  result.  It  appeared  therefore  that  ipecacuanha  in 
powder  certainly  did  stop  the  progress  of  anthrax,  but  emetine  and 
tannic  acid  did  not.  What  the  active  principle  in  this  case  was 
they  did  not  know.  There  seemed  to  be  something  in  ipecacuanha 
which  had  this  power,  because  the  root,  without  emetine,  seemed  to 
have  been  more  successful  in  India  in  cases  of  dysentery  than 
when  it  was  present. 

Mr.  Druce  remarked  on  the  curious  connection  between  two 
such  different  diseases  as  anthrax  and  dysentery ;  both  were  due 
to  a  bacillus  to  which  ipecacuanha  appeared  to  be  fatal. 

Mr.  Bird  thought  attention  had  not  been  given  sufficiently  to 
the  resins  contained  in  ipecacuanha  to  the  extent  of  nearly  0'5 
per  cent.  He  was  rather  surprised  at  Dr.  Paul's  analysis  of  the 
German  sample  containing  "o  of  alkaloid,  which  was  given  in  Drs. 
Kanthack  and  Caddy's  account  as  being  minimal,  and  it  did  not 
give  one  a  very  high  idea  of  the  reliability  of  German  preparations. 
He  regretted  that  time  had  not  allowed  of  his  examining  the 
chloroform  extract  farther,  but  he  hoped  to  do  so  on  some  future 
occasion. 
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Mr.  Strotiier  said  some  few  years  ago  a  sample  of  powdered 
ipecacuanha  was  offered  to  the  house  he  was  then  in  which  ap- 
peared to  be  of  a  very  high  cliaracter,  but  the  price  was  such  as 
to  lead  to  suspicion.  After  a  good  deal  of  trouble  the  source  from 
which  it  was  obtained  was  ascertained,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a 
perfectly  pure  root,  but  it  had  been  brought  on  the  deck  of  a  vessel 
where  it  got  covered  with  sea  water  and  full  of  worms.  When 
dried  and  powdered  it  produced  a  very  good  article  in  appearance. 
He  thought  therefoi-e  that  Mr.  Holmes  was  quite  right  in  suggest- 
ing that  chemists  should  see  the  root  from  which  their  powders 
were  produced. 

Mr.  Ransom  wished  to  add  one  word  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Holmes. 
It  was  not  the  emetine  which  differed  in  the  Carthagena  and  Rio 
root,  but  the  other  crystalline  body  which  Dr.  Paul  had  separated. 
He  did  not  suppose  the  emetine  to  be  different. 

The  respective  authors  were  cordially  thanked  for  their  interest- 
ing communication. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


On  resuming,  the  following  paper,  in  the  absence  of  the  author, 
was  read  by  Mr.  Naylor  : — 

THE    DETERMINATION    OP    THE    DIASTASIC    ACTION 
ON   STARCH. 

By  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E. 

The  action  of  diastase  on  starch  is  employed  analytically  for  two 
purposes  :  (1)  the  determination  of  diastase  (or  i-ather  of  diastasic 
power,  as  the  molecular  weight  of  diastase  is  unknown)  and  (2)  the 
determination  of  starch.  For  the  former  purpose  it  is  most  usual  to 
allow  a  known  weight  of  the  diastasic  solution  to  act  on  a  known 
amount  of  starch  paste  at  a  certain  temperature  until  the  mixture 
ceases  to  give  a  blue  colour  with  iodine ;  while  for  the  second 
purpose  it  is  customary  after  a  similar  operation  to  detei-mine,  by 
means  of  Fehling's  solution,  the  amount  of  sugar  formed,  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  for  a  particular  temperature  the  proportions 
of  sugar  and  dextrin  are  practically  constant.  The  work  of  C. 
O'SuUivan  in  this  department  is  specially  Avell  known.  He  found 
that  by  the  action  of  diastase  on  starch  solution  at  the  temperature 
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of  63°  C.  the  starch  was  apparently  entirely  converted  into  maltose 
and  dextrin,  according  to  the  equation  : — 

Ci8  H,o  0^5  + H,  0  =  Co  Hio  05  +  C,o  H^^Ou- 

The  same  proportions  are  formed  at  temperatures  near  63°, 
but  for  much  lower  or  higher  temperatures  the  equation  varies. 
Wherefore  it  might  fairly  be  assumed  that  by  acting  on  starch 
solution  with  diastasic  solution  at  60°-Go°  for  a  certain  time  the 
diastase  sti'ength  would  be  correctly  estimated  by  determining  the 
amount  of  maltose  formed.  Two  objections  occur  to  the  use  of  the 
iodine  method :  (1)  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  sure  that  the 
starch  solution  was  homogeneous  throughout,  and  so  long  as  any 
particles  remained  unconverted  by  the  diastase  the  blue  colour 
would  be  developed  by  iodine  ;  (2)  that  the  end  reaction  with 
iodine  is  not  very  sharp,  the  blue  colour  passing  to  violet  and  the 
latter  changing  to  red-brown,  which  in  turn  gradually  disappears. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  reaction  of  maltose  with  Fehling's  solution 
is  well  defined,  so  that,  ceteris  paribus,  the  determination  of  the 
quality  of  maltose  formed  would  seem  the  best  way  of  determining 
diastase. 

The  experiments  next  described  may  help  to  elucidate  the 
question. 

1.  The  starch  solution  was  in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  prepai-ed 
by  heating  20  grammes  of  arrowroot  with  800  c.c.  of  water,  and 
diluting  to  1  litre.  The  starch  is  probably  only  in  a  state  of  quasi- 
solution,  not  in  true  solution  ;  the  same  holding  good  of  other 
colloid  bodies.  The  malt  extract  solution  was  prepared  by  dissolv- 
ing and  diluting  5  grammes  of  extract  to  100  c.c.  ;  5  c.c.  of  this 
solution  were  allowed  to  react  with  400  c.c.  of  the  starch  solution 
for  half  an  hour  at  55°-58°  C,  10  c.c.  of  strong  soda  solution  being 
then  added,  and  the  whole  diluted  to  500  c.c.  This  was  then  added 
to  10  c.c.  of  boiling  Fehling's  solution,  and  the  amount  required  to 
completely  reduce  noted  ;  21"5  c.c.  were  required. 

2.  The  same  experiment  was  repeated,  using  the  same  starch 
solution.  The  amount  required  to  reduce  was  again  found  to  be 
21o  c.c. 

3.  The  same  experiment  was  performed,  but  in  place  of  starch 
solution,  which  had  been  heated  just  sufficiently  to  gelatinise,  the 
starch  solution  was  boiled  for  forty  minutes.  The  amount  of  ex- 
tract solution  required  to  reduce  was  39'0  c.c. 

4.  In  this  experiment  a  fresh  malt  extract  Avas  used,  and  the 
starch  gelatinised  at    93°-95°  C.     The  test  was  made  with  the 
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fi'eslilj  pi-epared  staivli  paste.     Amount  required  to  reduce  the 
copper  solution  was  33'0  c.c. 

5.  Identical  with  No.  4,  except  that  the  starch  solution  prepared 
at  93°-95°  was  kept  for  forty-eight  hours  before  use.  The  amount 
required  to  reduce  was  42'5  c.c. 

6.  Malt  extract  solution  prepared  and  experiment  conducted  as 
before  described,  and  the  starch  solution  prepared  at  90'^-95°  C. 
Required  to  reduce  Fehling's  solution,  36'0  c.c. 

7.  Same  in  all  respects,  except  that  only  half  the  quantity  of 
extract  was  used  in  the  reaction.     Required  to  reduce,  735  c.c. 

8.  Same  as  experiment  No.  6,  but  in  this  case  the  starch  solution 
was  boiled  for  twenty  minutes.  It  required  to  reduce  the  Fehling, 
67"0  c.c. 

9.  125  c.c.  of  starch  solution,  as  in  No.  6,  was  digested  at  38^  C. 
(100°  F.)  with  5  c.c.  of  the  extract  solution,  and  the  point  noted 
when  it  ceased  to  give  any  distinct  colour  with  iodine.  Time  re- 
quired Avas  thirty-four  minutes. 

10.  Same  as  No.  9,  except  that  the  starch  solution  of  No.  8  ex- 
periment was  employed.    Time  required  was  thirty-three  minutes. 

11.  135  c.c.  of  starch  solution  was  digested  with  5  c.c.  of  the 
extract  solution  at  about  57°  C.  until  no  reaction  was  given  by 
iodine.     Time  required  was  fifteen  minutes. 

12.  Same  experiment  as  No.  11,  but  digestion  was  conducted  at 
a  temperature  o£  3G°-38°  C.  Time  required  was  about  thirty 
minutes. 

Other  experiments  were  tried,  but  it  would  only  complicate  the 
question  to  give  further  details.  The  experiments  No.  1  and 
No.  2  show  that  when  the  same  starch  solution  is  employed,  the 
results  obtained  by  estimating  the  maltose  are  constant.  The 
experiments  Nos.  2,  3,  6,  and  8  show  that  serious  variations  are 
caused  in  the  amounts  of  maltose  indicated,  by  the  use  of  starch 
solutions  prepared  in  different  ways  ;  the  general  rule  being  that 
when  the  starch  solution  has  been  well  boiled,  the  amount  of 
maltose  indicated  is  much  less  than  when  the  stai'ch  solution  has 
been  prepai'ed  at  a  temperature  just  under  boiling.  It  may  be 
noted  here  that  the  starch  solution,  even  when  fully  boiling,  did 
not  attain  the  temperature  of  IOC,  but  only  98°  (uncorrected). 
The  experiments  Nos.  G  and  7  show  that  the  mass  of  diastasic 
matter  employed  does  not  appreciably  affect  the  result  (within 
limits  at  least)  when  excess  of  starch  is  present.  The  experi- 
ments Nos.  9  and  10  indicate  that  the  iodine  method  gives  practi- 
cally concurrent  results,  whether  the  starch  has  been  gelatinised 
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at  tlie  hii^her  or  lower  tonpcratnre.  These  results  would  seem 
to  show  that  a  slig'htlj  boiled  starch  solution  favours  the  forma- 
tion of  maltose,  while  a  thoroug-hlj  boiled  solution  favoui'S  the 
formation  of  desti-in.  The  experiments  11  and  12  confirm  what 
has  been  previously  stated  as  to  the  more  rapid  hydrolysis  of  the 
starch  at  the  higher  temperature,  and  show  the  importance  of 
giving  the  conditions  of  experiment,  when  stating  the  diastasic 
value  of  a  malt  extract. 

The  general  conclusions  are  : — 

1.  That  the  diastasic  value  cannot  be  accurately  determined  by 
the  amount  of  maltose  formed,  unless  the  starch  solution  is  always 
prepared  in  the  same  way. 

2.  That  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  fixing  a  standard 
method  for  the  preparation  of  starch  solution  such  as  would  ensure 
n  constant  result  with  the  same  proportion  of  diastase. 

3.  That  as  the  method  of  determining  diastase  by  testing  for 
unaltered  starch  and  erythro-dextrin  with  iodine  is  not  appreciably 
affected  by  the  manner  in  which  the  starch  has  been  gelatinised, 
that  process  must  be  regarded  as  the  best  at  present  known. 

4.  That  by  the  action  of  malt  extract  on  starch  solution  (2  per 
cent.)  at  40'^  C,  with  1  part  of  extract  to  5  parts  of  arrowroot,  the 
mixture  should  cease  to  give  a  distinct  coloration  with  iodine  after 
thirty  minutes. 

This  result  was  obtained  with  the  malt  extract  used  in  experi- 
ments 11  and  12,  and  is  not  an  exceptional  result  for  a  good  ex- 
tract. In  a  recently  published  article  ^  the  writer  states  that  he 
had  never  found  a  liquid  malt  extract  of  any  diastasic  value.  This 
does  not  accord  with  my  experience,  as  I  have  on  several  occasions 
examined  a  liquid  extract  which  had  been  kept  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  yet  maintained  the  diastasic  power  given  above  as  being 
radicated  by  a  good  extract  of  malt. 

Mr.  Grierson  said  he  had  listened  with  much  interest  to  this 
paper,  and  if  he  had  gathered  its  tenour  aright,  Mr.  Dott  appeared 
to  have  altered  his  mind  as  to  the  best  method  of  determining  the 
diastasic  action  of  malt  extract.  Last  year,  when  he  read  a  paper 
on  this  subject,  he  questioned  the  reliability  of  the  iodine  method, 
and  considered  that  the  best  method  was  to  determine  the  amount 
of  maltose  formed,  but  now  he  seemed  to  intimate  that  the  iodine 
method  was  the  most  reliable.     He  said  that  thirty  minutes  was 

'  Pharm.  Journ.,   [.3] ,  xxiii.,  931. 

E    E 
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the  time  required  for  raalt  extract  to  convert  its  own  weight  of 
starch,  but  with  good  malt  extracts  he  considered  ten  minutes  was 
quite  sufficient,  and  he  had  examined  many  in  which  the  process 
"was  accomplished  in  five  minutes.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  getting 
an  homogeneous  starch  solution  when  working  with  small  quanti- 
ties such  as  were  used  in  these  experiments.  But  tlie  kind  of  starch 
Avas  most  important,  and  with  arrowroot  stai'ch  a  good  malt  ex- 
tract ought  to  convert  its  own  weight  in  not  more  than  ten  minutes. 
He  could  corroborate  the  author's  statement  that  there  were  many 
fluid  malts  in  the  market  which  were  very  active. 

The  President  said  he  regretted  Mr.  Dott  was  not  present  to 
give  further  information  on  this  interesting  subject.  The  thanks 
of  the  Conference  were  due  to  him  for  his  useful  contribution. 


In  the  absence  of  tlie  authors  the  three  following  papers  were 
read  by  Mr.  Naylor. 

THE   PURITY   OF   LITHIUM  SALTS. 

By  H.  Bowden. 

I. — On  Lithium  Carbonate. 

In  lithium  salts  the  lithium  may  be  determined  by  a  nearly 
similar  method  in  all  cases. 

The  method  in  general  adhered  to  was  as  follows : — 

To  a  solution  of  the  salt  about  eight  times  its  weight  of  pure 
crystallised  sodium  phosphate  was  added  and  sufficient  caustic  soda 
solution  to  render  the  whole  decidedly  alkaline,  and  the  whole 
evaporated  to  dryness  on  a  water-bath.  Sufficient  water  was  then 
added  to  dissolve  the  soluble  salts,  and  the  whole  gently  heated 
and  filtered  after  allowing  to  stand  for  twelve  houi\s.  The  preci- 
pitate Avas  washed  with  a  mixture  of  equal  volumes  of  ammonia 
and  water,  and  the  filtrate  and  first  two  wasliings  evaporated  to 
di'yness  and  treated  with  Avater  as  before ;  any  precipitate  Avhich 
falls  is  added  to  the  bulk.  After  washing  well  Avith  ammonia  and 
Avater,  the  precipitate  is  dried  at  100°  till  constant,  and  is  then 
Li.,  PO.;.  This  method  is  based  in  genei-al  on  those  proposed  by 
Mayer  and  by  Merling   (ZeU.^chrif.  fiir  Analyt.  Clicm.,  1880,  563). 

The  amount  of  carbon  dioxide  Avas  determined  by  the  loss  of 
weight  of  the  samples  when  treated  Avith  an  acid.  The  apparatus 
used  was  one  made  by  Mr.  Hoseason,  of  Owen's  College,  and  is 
described  in  another  paper. 
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Owing  to  lack  of  time,  only  tliree  samples  could  be  determined. 

Sample  a : — 

■4845  gramme  Lij  C  O3  gave  -5072  gramme  Li.,  P  O4. 
•3920  gramme  Li.  C  O3  evolved  •2;523  gramme' C  Oo. 

Theory.      Found. 

Li  per  cent 18-93        18-89 

CO.  per  cent 59-45        59-38 

The  percentage  of  lithium  found  gives  Li^  C  O3,  99' 78  per  cent. 

Sample  ft  :  — 

•6535  gramme  Li.,  C  O3  gave  -6815  gramme  Lig  P  O4. 
•2350  gramme  gave  a  loss  in  C  0.,  of  •ISgi  gramme. 

Theory.        Found. 

Li  per  cent 18-93         18-87 

CO2  per  cent         ....         59-45         59  14 

The  percentage  of  lithiam  found  gives  Li2  C  O3,  99'68  per  cent. 

Sample  y : — 

-5723  gramme  Li.2  C  O3  gave  -588  gramme  Li3P  0^. 
•4235  gramme  Lij  C  O3  lost  -2513  gramme  C  0.. 

Theory.       Found. 
Li  percent..        ,        .         .        .        18-93         18-59 
copper  cent.        ....         59-45         59-33 

The  percentage  of  lithium  found  gives  Lio  C  O3,  93'2  per  cent. 

In  tliese  analyses  tlie  sample  was  simply  dissolved  in  H  CI  or 
Ha  S  0.4,  and  then  the  method  described  at  the  beginning  could  be 
applied. 

None  of  these  samples  gave  a  precipitate  with  ammonia  o.valate, 
therefore  calcium  wa.s  absent. 

II. — On  Lithium  Citrate. 

In  this  salt  the  lithium  may  be  determined  by  simply  dissolving 
in  water  and  applying  the  method  at  the  beginning  of  the  paper. 
Only  two  samples  were  analysed. 

Sample  a  : — 

-3il  gramme  lithium  citrate  gave  -139  gramme  Lij  P  O4. 

Theory.     Found. 
Li  psr  cent.     .....         7-41         7-36 

The  percentage  of  lithium  found  gives — 

Lis  Ce  H-  O71  4  H2  0,  99:32  per  cent. 
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Sample  yS:  — 

•5875  gramme  lithium  citrate  gave  -2323  gramme  Li3P0_,. 

Tlionrr.  Found. 

Li  per  cent 7-41  7-15 

The  percentage  of  lithium  found  gives — 

Lia  Cc  H5  0-1 4  H2  0,  96-49  per  cent. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Hoseason  for  the  donation  of  several 
of  the  specimens  analysed. 

The  above  analyses,  owing  to  want  of  time,  are  necessarily  in- 
complete, and  unrepresentative  on  account  of  their  fewness  ;  but 
the  methods  give  an  idea  as  to  the  process  to  be  followed. 


The  PiJESiDENT  said  there  seemed  no  doubt  that  the  samples 
analysed  were  chemically  pure,  and  the  discrepancies  found  were 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  water  of  crystallisation,  which  the  author 
did  not  appear  to  have  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  Bowden  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 


NOTE  OX  LITHIUM  NITRATE. 
Bv  D.  B.  DoTT,  F.R.S.E. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  contribute  a  note  on  this  subject  at 
the  present  time,  as  I  had  not  yet  carried  out  a  complete  series  of 
experiments.  The  solubility  of  the  salt  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  determined  or  the  exact  form  of  the  crystals.  Seeing,  how- 
ever, that  a  paper  on  lithium  salts,  by  Mr.  H.  Bowden,  Avas  an- 
nounced for  this  meeting  of  Conference,  it  appeared  desirable  to 
communicate  this  short  note. 

In  the  new  edition  of  Watts'  "Dictionary"  the  formula  for 
hydrated  lithium  niti-ate  is  given  as  Li  N  Oj"  5  Ho  0,  and  the  salt  is 
«aid  to  be  obtained  by  crystallisation  below  10°,  on  the  authority 
of  Troost.  Dittmar,  in  his  "  Chemical  Analysis,"  also  states  that 
the  hydrated  salt  crystallises  below  10°,  and  is  a  veiy  deliquescent 
.salt,  having  the  formula  Li  N  O3  '21 IL  O. 

I  have  found  that  the  hydrated  nitrate  crystallises  readily  even 
tit  18^  C.  in  long  prismatic  ci'ystals.  These  were  removed  from 
the  mother  li-quor  and  dried  by  pressure  in  thick  blotting  paper, 
then  di'ied  in  air  bath  at  110°  C. 

]'26i  gramme  lost  '574  gramme  =  45'41  per  cent. 
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Of  a  second  quality  of  crystals  separately  dried,  "779  gramme 
lost  '0475  gramme  =  44!'4<  per  cent. 

Li  N  O3  -3  H2  O  requires  43-90  per  cent.  H3  O. 

(Li  N  03)3  -5  H3  0  requires  39-47  per  cent.  Hg  0. 

These  results  are  distinctly  in  favour  of  the  formula  Li  N  O3 
•3  Hg  0.  The  formula  given  in  Watts'  "  Dictionary  "  is  evidently 
an  error,  the  formula  (Li  N  63)2  "5  Ho  O  being  intended,  which  is 
the  same  as  that  given  by  Dittmai^  but  more  properly  stated. 
Even  allowing  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  deliquescent  salt 
fz^ee  from  adherent  moisture,  the  fact  of  the  crystallised  lithium 
nitrate  being  a  simple  tri-hydrate  appears  most  probable. 


Mr.  Symons  said  he  thought  it  was  quite  time  this  subject  was 
removed  from  the  Blue  List.  It  seemed  to  be  assumed  that  lithium 
carbonate  of  comnierce  was  impure,  but  every  year  he  examined 
some  scores  of  specimens,  and  they  almost  invariably  came  out  at 
least  99  per  cent.  He  had  not  seen  a  single  adulterated  sample 
within  the  last  two  years. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  ]\L\  Dott  for  his  useful  note. 


AFRICAN   COPAIBA. 
By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S. 

I  have  already  called  attention  to  the  principal  general  charac- 
ters of  this  oleoresin  as  imported  from  the  Niger  basin  in  a  pre- 
liminary note  (Pharvi.  Journ.,  [3],  xxii.,  449),  and  compared  two 
samples  from  that  source  with  specimens  of  South  American 
origin.     The  results  may  be  briefly  summarised  thus  : — 

The  African  oleoresin  is  slightly  fluorescent,  possesses  an  aro- 
matic piperaceous  smell,  and  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0-985  to 
1000  at  15°  C.  It  deposits  crystals  on  standing,  and  yields  on 
distillation  with  steam  about  40  per  cent,  of  volatile  oil. 

The  oleoresin  does  not  lose  its  fluidity  when  heated  in  a  sealed 
tube  to  220°  C,  a  property  which  distinguishes  it  from  gurgun 
balsam. 

The  object  of  this  additional  paper  is  to  lay  before  you  the 
results  of  a  more  extended  examination  of  the  volatile  oil  and 
crystalline  and  other  resins  briefly  mentioned  in  that  note,  and  a 
comparison  of  them  with  those  obtained  from  South  American 
copaiba. 
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Volatile   Oil. 

The  avei'age  yield  of  volatile  oil  obtained  by  distillation  -with 

steam  from  tlie  samples  of  African  copaiba  examined  was  39  per 

cent.     The  oil  was  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  had  a  specific  gravity 

of  -9185  at  16°  C,  and  a  notation  of  +  20°  42'  with  a  tube  20  cm. 

long  at  16°  C.     It  is  soluble  in  its  own  weight  of  petroleum  ether, 

in  3  parts  of  ether,  7  of  glacial  acetic  acid,  but  is  not  completely 

soluble  in  50  parts  of  rectified  spirit  or  absolute  alcohol.     One 

hundred  grammes  of  the  oil  was  dried  over  chloride  of  calcium, 

and  fractionally  distilled  with  the  following  result: — 

Below  260°  C Nil. 

260°-265°  C 62-3  grammes. 

265°-267°C 9-4 

267^-270°  C 7-4         „ 

270°-273°C 50        „ 

Eesiclue       .  .         .         .         .  15-9         ,, 

The  unsuccessful  attempts  to  obtain  a  crystalline  hydrochloride 
by  passing  dry  hydrochloric  acid  gas  through  the  oil  have  been 
recorded  in  the  previous  note,  the  oil  only  becoming  wine-red  and 
letting  fall  a  non-crystalline  deposit.  No  crystalline  product 
could  be  obtained,  moreover,  by  passing  chlorine  through  the  oil 
immersed  in  a  freezing  mixtux^e. 

The  dry  oil  yielded  on  fractionation  over  metallic  sodium  a  blue 
oil  boiling  at  260°,  and  agreeing  with  that  obtained  by  Brix 
(Jalireslericht,  1881,  p.  1028)  from  the  iVIaracaibo  variety.  It  may 
be  noted  that  this  blue  oil  can  only  be  obtained  from  the  perfectly 
dry  oil,  several  attempts  on  the  moist  oil  resulting  in  failure. 

Distilled  with  bichromate  of  potash  and  sulphuric  acid  a  bluish 
green  oil  is  obtained  at  265°,  the  thermometer  falling  rapidl}'. 

The  original  oil  reduces  rapidly  and  powerfully  a  solution  of 
gold  chloride  in  chloroform  containing  1  per  CQnt.  of  absolute 
alcohol,  and  the  "iodine  absorption  "  in  sixteen  hours  is  2518. 

The  fraction  boiling  at  264°  C.  was  heated  for  twenty-four  hours 
in  the  manner  described  by  Wallach  (Abst.  "  Sesquiterpenes," 
Pharvi.  Jou7-n.,  November  12,  p.  383)  with  glacial  acetic  acid,  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  water,  and  the  dark  resulting  liquid  subsequently 
distilled  in  a  current  of  steam.  From  no  fraction,  however,  on 
cooling  could  a  crystalline  hydrate  be  obtained.  From  the  frac- 
tion of  South  American  copaiba  oil,  boiling  at  about  260°,  a  small 
quantity  of  a  crystalline  hydrate  was  obtained,  agreeing  in  proper- 
ties with  the  sesquiterpene  hydrate  obtained  by  the  previously 
mentioned  worker.  No  crystalline  halogen  compounds  could  be 
obtained  direct  from  that  fraction  of  the  oil. 
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To  detei-mine  whether  any  similarity  in  physiological  action 
exists  between  the  oils  from  the  African  oleoresin  and  those 
hitherto  imported  from  South  America  I  have  submitted  them  to 
E.  Hurry  Fenwick,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.  for  therapeutic  exj^eriments. 

This  eminent  specialist  has  kindly  placed  at  my  service  his 
reports  ^  on  picked  cases  which  he  has  treated  with  the  oil  in 
capsules  each  containing  10  minims.  He  briefly  summarises  bis 
remarks  thus  : — "  The  oil  possesses  undoubted  tberapeutic  powers, 
all  the  patients,  with  one  exception,  acknowledging  much  benefit 
from  its  exhibition.  I  am  told  by  patients  tliat  it  is  less  nauseous 
to  take,  repeats  less,  but  is  less  potent  in  its  effects  than  the 
copaiba  oil  at  present  in  the  market  (South  American).  I  have 
used  it  in  prostatic  inflammation,  fresh  and  chronic  urethritis, 
stricture,  and  j^yelitis." 

Comparison  of  Essential  Oils. 


Properties  and  Tests. 

African. 

Maracaibo. 

Para. 

Percentage  of  Oil. 

39  p.  c. 

42  per  cent. 

/A,  80-2  percent. 
\B,  64-3  per  cent. 

Specific  Gravity. 

0-9180. 

0-9052. 

0-9060. 

Kotatory  Power. 

-f20°42' 

-34°  18' 

-28°  55' 

Sohibility  at  15°  in  abso- 

not soluble  linyO. 

1  in  1. 

lin  1. 

lute  alcohol. 

In  petroleum  ether. 

linl. 

1  inl. 

linl. 

In  ether  -720. 

1  in  3. 

1  in  3. 

lin  2^. 

In  ether  -735. 

1  in  3. 

1  in  3. 

Iiu2i. 

In  rectified  spirit. 

not  soluble  1  in  50. 

1  in  19. 

not  soluble  1  in  20. 

In  glacial  acetic  acid. 

Iin7. 

Iin5. 

1  in  3J. 

Bange  of  boihng  point. 

2G0°-273°  C. 

245°-255°  C. 

252''-260°  C. 

Behaviour  to  dry  hydro- 

Becomes wine-red, 

Becomes  wine- red, 

Becomes  wine-red, 

chloric    acid   gas    in 

turbid,  deposits 

turbid,  deposits 

turbid,  deposits 

freezing  mixture. 

after  a  time,  but 

after  a  time,  but 

after  a  time,  but 

no  crystals. 

no  crystals. 

no  crystals. 

Digested  for  6  hours  with 

Blue   oil,    perma- 

Blue fluorescence 

262°  C,  falHng  to 

metallic  sodium  and 

nent. 

only. 

230°    C.    green 

fractionated. 

oil. 

Behaviour  to  chlorofor- 

Reduces   immedi- 

Becomes green,  no 

Becomes       green 

mic  gold  chloride  so- 

ately,    deposits 

deposit  after  1 

only,  no  deposit 

lution     with     1     per 

metallic  gold. 

hour. 

after  1  hour. 

cent,  absolute  alcohol. 

Iodine  absorption  in  IC 

251-8. 

257-9. 

233. 

hours. 

Distilled    with    bichro- 

Bluish-green, 265° 

Bluish  oil,  rapidly 

Blue  colour,  fades 

mate   of  potash  and 

-267°  C. 

becoming  brown 

on    standing    1 

sulphuric  acid. 

(257°  C.  falling). 

hour  exposed  to 
air  (252^  C.  fall- 

ing. 

^  I  regret  that  the  details  of  the  reports  preclude  their  publication  in  a  phar- 
maceutical paper. 
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liesins. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  the  previous  communication  to  the 
crystalline  substance  deposited  from  the  crude  oleoresin,  wliich  by 
recrystallisation  from  petroleum  ether  was  obtained  almost  colour- 
less. The  crystals  are  distinctly  acid  to  litmus,  electrical  by 
friction,  and  melt  at  124°  C.  The  lead  salt  of  this  acid  was  ob- 
tained as  a  dense  white  precipitate  by  the  addition  of  alcoholic 
solution  of  lead  acetate  to  the  solution  of  the  acid  in  the  same 
solvent,  but  all  attempts  to  crystallise  it  were  unsuccessful.  The 
same  difficulty  presented  itself  in  the  case  of  the  silver  salt,  but 
the  potassium  as  well  as  the  sodium  compound  was  obtained  in 
the  form  of  feathery  needle-shaped  crystals.  These  properties  are 
similar  in  many  respects  to  those  possessed  by  the  oxycopaivic 
acid,  separated  by  Fehling  from  a  deposit  from  the  Para  variety 
of  the  oleoresin. 

The  residue  left  after  the  distillation  of  the  essential  oil  from 
which  the  crystalline  deposit  had  been  previously  separated, 
amounting'  to  nearly  60  per  cent,  of  the  original  oleoresin,  was 
boiled  with  caustic  soda  and  water.  A  considerable  portion  of 
the  resin,  amounting  to  13  per  cent.,  was  not  saponified,  whilst  of 
a  sample  of  resin  obtained  from  a  South  American  oleoresin  only 
3  per  cent,  was  unsaponifiable.  The  solution  of  the  sodium  salts 
of  the  saponifiable  resins  was  concentrated  and  set  aside,  and  pro- 
duced after  a  short  time  a  small  quantity  of  needle-shaped  crystals. 

The  crystals  were  separated,  washed  with  water,  and  dried  over 
sulphuric  acid,  and  proved  to  be  the  sodium  salt  of  a  resin,  differ- 
ing in  several  respects  from  that  mentioned  above.  It  is  much 
less  strongly  acid,  and  melts  somewhat  indefinitely  at  about  150°  C. 
It  dissolves  with  difficulty  in  absolute  alcohol,  and  forms  crystal- 
line sodium  and  potassium  salts,  although  itself  crystallised  only 
with  difficulty. 

The  unsaponifiable  portion  was  readily  separated  into  two  dis- 
tinct resins,  one  readily  soluble  in  cold  petroleum  ether,  rather 
darker  than  canada  balsam,  and  constituting  about  1*76  per  cent, 
of  the  total  resin,  the  other  brittle,  insoluble  in  cold  petroleum 
ether,  but  readily  soluble  in  chloroform,  amounting  to  0  6  per  cent. 

From  these  experiments  it  will  be  seen  that  in  many  respects 
the  so-called  African  copaiba  corresponds  with  that  imported  from 
South  America,  and  points  to  the  possibility  of  its  being  derived 
from  one  of  the  Copaifera  which  are  known  to  exist  in  tropical 
Africa. 
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The  President  said  it  came  as  rather  a  new  light  to  him  that 
any  of  the  copaibas  were  not  brought  from  tropical  America. 

Mr.  Druce  thought  they  had  been  found  in  tropical  Africa. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  said  he  Avas  rather  interested  in  the 
question  of  the  crystals.  The  other  day  a  chemist  who  had  been 
preparing  liquor  copaiba3  brought  him  about  10  grains  of  crystals 
which  he  said  had  separated  from  about  40  ounces  of  the  liquid. 
They  had  not  been  examined,  but  he  suggested  that  possibly  they 
were  a  potassium  salt  of  some  resin  or  acid  present  in  the  copaiba, 
and  this  communication  seemed  rather  to  bear  that  out. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Umney  for  his  interest- 
ing communication. 

The  President  said  the  next  two  papers  would  be  taken  as  read, 
as  the  figures,  without  which  they  would  hardly  be  intelligible, 
since  they  were  descriptive  of  new  forms  of  apparatus,  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  engraver,  but  they  would  appear  in  the  Journal  in 
due  course.  He  was  quite  sure  the  Conference  would  desire  to 
record  their  appreciation  of  the  ingenuity  displayed  by  these 
gentlemen  in  their  construction  of  two  useful  pieces  of  apparatus, 
and  their  courtesy  in  presenting  a  desci-iption  of  them  to  that 
meeting;. 


A  CHEAP  AND  USEFUL  FORM  OF  APPARATUS  FOR 
THE  GRAVIMETRIC  DETERMINATION  OF  COg. 

By.  J.  H    HosEAsoN. 

Assistant  Lecturer  on  Pharmacy  and  Materia  Medica  in   The  Oivens 
College,  Manchester. 

The  chief  desiderata  of  a  CO2  apparatus  are  that  it  shall  be  as 
light  as  is  compatible  with  its  efficiency,  and  that  it  shall  be  cheap 
and  easily  constructed. 

The  apparatus  which  I  am  about  to  describe  may  be  made  by 
anyone  with  ordinary  skill  from  a  broken  test-tube  or  two,  a  few 
pieces  of  glass  tubing,  a  very  short  piece  of  indiarubber  tubing, 
and  two  or  three  corks.  The  following  diagram,^  together  with  my 
description,  will  render  the  method  of  making  and  the  working 
tolerably  clear. 

A  is  a  straight  tube  enlarged  at  its  upper  end  (easily  made  from 

1  The  block  of  this  illustration  \ras  kindly  lent  by  the  Editor  of  the  Fharma- 
ceutical  Journal. 
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two  pieces  of  glass  tubing  by  joining).  In  the  upper  end  of  A 
works  a  glass  rod  B,  wliicli  is  fitted  at  its  bottom  end  with  a  piece 
of  indiarubber  tube  C.  By  pushing  B  gently  down  the  india- 
rubber  tiibe  closes  the  oinfice  of  A  at  its  contracted  portion.  A 
one-holed  cork  E,  is  fitted  in  the  top  of  A,  through  which  the  rod 
B  passes. 

F  is  a  tube  made  somewhat  like  A  and  then  bent  into  an  S 
shape  J  the  wider  portion  is  fitted  with  a  one-holed  cork  G,  which 


B 


C    --^ 


D 


H 


is  fitted  with  a  piece  of  glass-tubing  drawn  out  to  a  point.  The 
wider  portion  of  F  is  packed  first  with  a  piece  of  cotton-wool,  then 
with  small  pieces  of  dried  calcium  chloride,  and  with  some  more 
cotton- wool. 

A  and  F  are  next  fitted  into  the  two-holed  cork  1),  which  may 
then  be  fitted  into  the  test-tube  H. 

To  woi'k  the  apparatus, — The  carbonate  is  weighed  into  H  and 
a  little  water  added.  Then  the  cork  E  is  raised  and  B  pressed 
well  down.  The  acid  (H2S0.t,  I'to  2  will  do)  is  introduced  into 
the  upper  end  of  A.     E  is  then  replaced.     C  now  forms  a  perfect 
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stopper,  and  no  acid  can  get  into  H.  The  appai-atus  being  now 
fitted  up,  the  corks  are  well  pushed  in,  and  a  piece  of  twisted 
brass  wire,  I,  is  fastened  to  F  at  its  upper  bend.  The  apparatus 
is  then  suspended  by  I  from  the  beam  of  the  balance  and  weighed. 
B  is  carefully  slid  up,  and  the  acid  flows  down  the  lower  end  of  A 
on  to  the  carbonate  in  H.  The  COo  passes  out  of  the  tube  F,  and 
is  dried  by  the  CaClo.  After  letting  down  a  little  acid  Cis  always 
pvished  tightly  in.  again.  After  all  the  carbonate  is  dissolved,  C  is 
slid  up  a  little,  and  E  is  lifted  up  and  air  is  drawn  through  by 
sucking  at  the  tube  in  G.  C  and  E  are  I'eplaced  and  the  contents 
of  H  gently  warmed  for  a  few  seconds,  and  air  again  drawn 
through.  This  may  be  repeated ;  the  loss  in  weight  gives  the  CO^ 
evolved. 

This  apparatus  only  weighs  about  10  to  15  grammes,  and  is  thus 
a  great  deal  lighter  than  those  commonly  used.  The  whole  may 
be  constructed  for  a  cost  of  about  threepence.  Using  good  corks 
the  instrument  is  perfectly  accurate,  and  gives  as  good  results  as 
the  most  expensive  forms  of  apparatus. 


A  WASH-FUNNEL  FOR  OXIDISABLE  PRECIPITATES. 
By  J.  A.  FoRRET. 

In  the  ^Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  September  19,  1891,  I  de- 
scribed a  wash-bottle  for  washing  I'eadily-oxidisable  precipitates, 
which  piece  of  apparatus  answers  perfectly  for  precipitating  ox- 
idizable  salts  produced  by  double  decomposition.  I  required,  how- 
ever, a  more  rapid  and  thorough  elimination  of  the  soluble  salt 
than  is  obtained  by  that  means,  and  have  found  the  funnel  ar- 
rangement now  described  suitable  for  that  purpose.  See  illusti'a- 
tion.^ 

The  funnel  A  is  fitted  with  a  perforated  metal  cone  and  covered 
with  a  circular  piece  of  wood  carrying  three  glass  tubes  (B,  C,  and 
D),to  which  are  attached  india-rubber  tubes  furnished  with  spring 
clijDS.  The  wooden  cover  has  also  a  glazed  aperture  as  large  as 
the  diameter  of  the  funnel  will  admit,  to  enable  the  operator  to 
see  the  contents  of  the  funnel.  To  the  stem  of  A  is  fitted  a  piece 
of  india-rubber  tubing  (F),  into  the  other  end  of  which  a  short 
glass  tube  is  inserted ;  underneath  is  placed  a  beaker  or  basin  of 
convenient  size  containing  water,  under  the  surface  of  which  the 

1  The  engraving  of  this  iUustration  was  kiudly  lent  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Fharmaceutical  Journal. 
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glass  tube  dips.  Into  the  tube  D,  the  stem  of  a  second  funnel  (E) 
is  inserted  ;  both  fannels  are  conveniently  supported  in  the  rings 
of  a  retort  stand. 

The  apparatus  is  used  in  the  following  manner  :  a  piece  of  fine 
calico  is  placed  inside  the  metal  cone,  and  the  wooden  top  cemented 


to  the  funnel  A  by  means  of  almoTid  meal  made  into  a  stiif  lute 
with  water,  to  which  a  little  glycerin  has  been  added.  The  tube 
I)  is  closed,  and  a  current  of  coal-gas,  carbonic  anhydride,  or  other 
suitable  gas  is  passed  through  the  funnel  by  the  tubes  B  and  C, 
to   displace   atmospl.eric  air.      The   precipitate   to   be  treated  is 
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poured  into  the  funnel  E,  and,  by  means  of  the  clip  at  D,  rapidly 
transferred  to  the  funnel  A.  When  the  bulk  of  the  water  has 
passed  through  the  funnel  the  tube  P  is  closed  by  a  clip,  and  the 
funnel  A  filled  with  boiled  water  through  the  funnel  E.  After  the 
lapse  of  a  few  minutes  the  water  is  run  off  and  the  operation  re- 
peated till  the  precipitate  is  practically  free  from  soluble  salt. 
The  tube  C  is  now  closed,  and  the  precipitate  allowed  to  drain. 

It  is  desirable  to  maintain  a  gentle  current  of  gas  while  the 
washing  is  being  carried  through ;  and  when  the  tube  C  is  closed 
the  resulting  pressure  guards  against  the  entrance  of  atmospheric 
air  through  any  flaw  in  the  connections. 

Ferrous  carbonate  is  the  only  salt  I  have  had  occasion  to  treat 
in  this  way,  the  wash-bottle  referred  to  being  used  to  precipitate 
the  carbonate.  With  some  slight  modification  of  the  funnel  A, 
however,  I  believe  the  above  arrangement  could  be  conveniently 
used  both  for  pi-ecipitating  and  washing  such  unstable  salts  as 
ferrous  carbonate,  ferrous  pho.'fphate,  etc. 


GENERAL    BUSINESS. 

The  Formulary   Committee. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Cross  moved  the  re-appointment  of  the  present 
members  of  the  Foi*mulary  Committee  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference,  viz.,  Messrs.  Martindale,  Naylor,  Abraham, 
Greenish,  Groves,  Maben,  Martin,  Ransom,  Reynolds,  Symes,  and 
R.  Wright. 

Mr.  BuRDEX  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Collier  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
motion.  The  book  was  very  serviceable,  and  was  much  appre- 
ciated by  medical  men.  As  pharmacist  to  one  of  the  largest 
hospitals  in  London,  he  had  brought  it  under  the  notice  of  the 
committee  entrusted  with  the  formation  of  the  "  Hospital  Pharma- 
copoeia," Avhich  included  not  only  the  specialities  employed  tha-e, 
but  the  whole  of  the  preparations  in  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  Formulary,  so  that  it  was  made  familiar  to  the  whole 
of  the  students,  numbering  five  or  six  hundred. 

The  resolution  w^as  carried  unanimously. 

Place  of  Meeting  for  1894. 

The  President  said  the  next  busine.ss  was  to  select  a  place 
of    meeting  for  next  year,  and  he  could  not  but  feel  that  any 
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town  wliicli  invited  the  Conference  next  j-ear  would  be  placed  in 
a  somewhat  unfortunate  position  in  coming  after  ]S'ottingham. 
They  could  not  expect  to  receive  the  same  lavish  hospitality  else- 
where, and  lie  trusted  that  whatever  town  it  might  be  the  friends 
there  would  not  feel  called  upon  to  emulate  what  had  been  done 
on  this  occasion,  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  expect  in  a  place 
which  might  not  be  one  fourth  the  size. 

Mr.  Druce  said  it  was  rather  a  daring  thing  for  any  town  to 
come  forward  and  invite  the  Conference  to  visit  it  after  the  ex- 
perience of  this  meeting.  Oxford  was  a  small  town,  and  a  poor 
town,  and  the  pharmacists  there  were  fewer  and  poorer  than  in 
many  other  places  ;  but  communications  had  passed  between  the 
Conference  officers  and  Oxford,  the  suggestion  being  that  as  the 
British  Association  would  visit  Oxford  next  year  the  Conference 
should  do  so  also.  To  put  the  matter  plainly,  however,  if  the 
Conference  came  to  Oxford,  the  members  must  understand  that  it 
would  be  at  their  own  expense.  He  did  not  think  they  could  ask 
their  brethren  there  to  dip  very  deeply  into  their  pockets,  though 
he  had  no  doubt  they  would  give  their  assistance,  and  would  be 
glad  to  welcome  the  Conference.  He  thought  there  was  quite 
enough  of  interest  in  the  town  and  university  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  any  long  excursion,  and  although  he  should  be  very 
fully  occupied,  not  only  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the 
British  Association,  but  also  with  the  University  Extension 
Scheme  and  certain  examinations,  and  should  not  be  able  to  give 
as  much  time  as  he  should  like,  he  would  be  very  glad  to  do  all  he 
l^ossibly  could. 

Mr.  CoNKOY  asked  if  it  was  intended  to  hold  the  meeting  at  the 
same  time  as  that  of  the  British  Association. 

The  President  said  that  must  be  left  for  future  consideration, 
with  a  view  to  meeting  the  convenience  of  their  friends  at  Oxford, 
if  it  was  decided  to  go  there. 

Mr.  Butler  thought  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  meet  at  the 
same  time  as  the  British  Association.  He  protested  against  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  being  attached  to  the  tail  of 
the  British  Association,  The  success  of  the  present  meeting  was 
almost  unique,  and  they  owned  it  not  only  to  the  munificence  of 
the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  pharmacy  and  town  of  Notting- 
ham, but  also  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  held  at  the  same  time  as 
the  British  Association. 

Mr.  Druce  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  Oxford  to  entertain 
the  Conference  at  the  same  time  as  the  Association. 
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Mr.  Paynk  (Belfast)  said  it  was  decided  last  year  that  tlie  Con- 
ference should  not  in  future  meet  at  the  same  time,  or  of  necessity 
at  the  same  place  as  the  British  Association.  He  understood  the 
hotel  accommodation  at  Oxford  was  rather  limited,  and  they  should 
certainly  not  go  there  when  it  was  full  of  other  visitors.  Ho 
found  that  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  gentlemen  had 
signed  the  attendance  book  at  this  meeting,  and  there  were  pro- 
bably a  good  many  who  had  not  yet  signed  ;  this  number  was 
above  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  In  1891,  the  last  oc- 
casion on  which  the  Conference  and  British  Association  met  at 
the  same  time  and  place,  the  number  was  only  one  hundred  and 
twelve,  a  pi^oof  to  his  mind  that  the  change  was  an  advantage  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Mr.  Druce  having  explained  that  in  all  probability  Oxfoi'd 
w'ould  be  pretty  well  occupied  until  about  the  end  of  August  with 
the  University  Extension  movement  and  the  British  Association, 

Mr.  Wells  asked  if  any  invitation  had  been  received  from  any 
other  quarter. 

The  President  said  no  other  invitation  had  been  received  for 
next  year.  There  was  an  invitation  for  the  following  year  from 
Bournemouth,  which  would  be  entirely  independent  of  the  British 
Association. 

Mr.  Kemp  (Horncastle)  suggested  that  it  .should  be  left  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  decide  the  place  of  meeting  after  careful 
consideration. 

The  President  said  the  Executive  had  been  in  communication 
with  Oxfoi'd,  and  he  thought  would  be  in  favour  of  going 
there. 

Ml".  Kkmp  (Manchester)  said  he  would  propose  that  the  matter 
be  left  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  President  said  the  Executive  Committee  was  a  compara- 
tively small  body,  and  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  meeting 
itself  to  decide. 

Mr.  Gerrard  said  the  Executive  Committee  felt  gratified  at  the 
confidence  reposed  in  it,  but  it  would  be  much  better  to  settle 
the  matter  now.  There  was  no  invitation  from  any  other  quarter, 
and  he  felt  that  they  could  not  do  better  than  go  to  Oxford. 
They  did  not  expect  their  brethren  there  to  put  their  hands  in 
their  pockets  or  provide  them  with  board  and  lodging.  They  were 
quite  pi-epared  to  pay  their  own  expenses,  and  Avere  willing  to  go 
Avherever  they  were  welcome  on  that  footing. 

Mr.  C.  Symes  then  moved  that  the  Conference  meet  in  Oxford 
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next  jeai-  at  the  end  of  August  or  beginning  of  September,  the 
exact  date  to  be  fixed  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  CONROY  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grose,  in  supporting  it,  said  the  manner  in  which  each  suc- 
cessive town  tried  to  vie  with  its  predecessor  in  the  magnificence 
of  its  entertainment  had,  he  feared,  led  to  certain  difficulties  which, 
he  hoped  would  be  removed  by  its  being  made  perfectly  plain  that 
the  members  of  the  Conference  had  no  wish  to  cast  a  pecuniary 
burden  on  the  town  and  neighbourhood  which  they  visited. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

Presentation  from  the  Bell  and  Hills'  Fund. 

The  President  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  olTering  on  behalf 
of  the  Conference,  to  the  chemists  of  Nottingham,  as  a  small 
memento  of  tlie  kindly  way  in  which  they  had  received  the  Con- 
ference, the  books  provided  by  the  Bell  and  Hills'  Fund.  He 
would  ask  Mr.  FitzHugh  to  accept  the  volumes,  one  of  which,  the 
Pharmacographia^  would  in  process  of  time  become  of  great  value, 
not  only  from  its  intrinsic  merit  as  a  text-book  to  which  they  all 
referred,  but  as  being  unattainable  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade. 

Mr.  FjtzHdgh  said  it  afforded  him  great  pleasure  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  local  association  to  receive  these  books,  and  though 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  look  at  them  in  order  to  recall  the 
pleasant  gatherings  they  had  had,  it  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to 
do  so.  If  the  members  from  a  distance  had  only  felt  as  much 
pleasure  in  being  there  as  they  had  in  receiving  them  he  was  quite 
sure  they  would  never  look  back  on  their  visit  to  Nottingham 
with  regret.  It  had  been  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him 
that  nearly  every  chemist  in  the  town  had  responded  heartily  to 
the  suggestion  to  invite  the  Conference.  The  place  of  next  meet- 
ing had  been  settled,  and  as  to  the  time,  he  should  be  very  glad  if 
it  could  be  arranged,  as  on  the  present  occasion,  to  pi-ecede  the 
meeting  of  the  British  Association.  It  had  been  a  gi-eat  pleasure 
to  him  to  work  with  the  chemists  of  Nottingham  in  preparing  for 
this  meeting,  and  the  thanks  of  all  were  due  to  Mr.  Bolton  and 
Mr.  Gill,  the  indefatigable  secretaries.  He  did  not  mention  the 
names  of  other  members  of  the  Committee  because  they  had  all 
worked  most  earnestly  and  amicably  ;  there  had  not  been  a  dis- 
sentient voice  from  beginning  to  end. 
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Election  of  Officers. 

The  following  officers  were  unanimously  elected  for  the  ensuing- 
year  :— 

President.— N.  H.  Martin,  F.L.S.,  F.R.M.S.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Vice-P residents. — Michael  Carteighe,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Loudon  ;  W. 
Hayes,  Dublin;  R.  H.  Davies,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  London;  G.  T. 
Prior,  Oxford. 

Treasurer. — John  Moss,  F.LC,  F.C.S.,  Loudon. 

Ho7i.  General  Secretaries.— W.  A.  H.  jSTaylor,  F.I.C,  F.C.S.,  Lon- 
don ;  F.  Ransom,  F.C.S.,  Hitchin. 

Ho7i.  Local  Secretary. — H.  Matthews,  Oxford. 

Other  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee. — C.  A.  Bolton,  Not- 
tingham; Peter  Boa,  Edinburgh;  A.  AV^.  Gerrard,  F.C.S.,  London; 
G.  C.  Druce,  M.A.,  F.L.S.,  Oxford  ;  J.  Hodgkin,  F.I.C,  F.C.S., 
London;  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S.,  London;  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J.P., 
Belfast;  E.  H.  Farr,  Uckfield  ;  R.  Wright,  Buxton. 

Auditors. — John  AYilford,  Nottingham  ;   W.  Clayton,  Oxford. 


Mr.  Reeve  said  he  should  like,  before  the  Confereno.e  closed,  to 
express  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia  his 
thanks  for  the  kind  invitation  he  had  received  to  attend  the 
meetings,  and  to  congratulate  the  President  on  the  success  of  the 
Conference.  In  Australia  a  very  deep  interest  was  taken  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Conference.  They  had  watched  its  progress 
for  many  years,  many  wei'e  subscribers  to  it,  and  they  read  the 
literatui'e  it  published  with  much  pleasure  and  profit.  Througli 
watching  the  progress  of  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  they  had 
been  able  to  bring  about  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  things  in 
Victoria.  They  could  not  yet  boast  of  illustrious  names  in  the 
pharmaceutical  arena,  names  known  all  over  the  civilised  world, 
but  they  hoped  to  do  some  day  ;  perhaps,  while  he  was  speaking, 
a  budding  Redwood  was  already  born,  or  if  not  they  might  hope 
that  he  shortly  would  be.  The  Conference  had  been  to  him  a 
feast  of  reason  and  a  flow  of  soul,  and  he  felt  deeply  grateful  for 
the  privilege  of  being  present. 
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Votes  of  Tha.vks. 

Mr.  J.  RuTiiERFOiU)  Hill  moved: — 

"  That  the  best  thanks  of  tlie  meeting  be  accorded  to  his 
Worship,  the  Major  of  Nottingham,  for  the  use  of  the 
Borough  Council  Chamber  and  the  Castle  Museum  during 
the  visit  of  the  Conference." 

Verj  few  words  were  needed  to  commend  this  resolution  to  the 
unanimous  acceptance  of  the  meeting,  but  he  could  not  help 
making  one  general  observation.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
whole  details  of  this  meeting  had  been  thought  out  in  a  singularly 
perfect  wav,  and  that  every  pi'obable  requirement  had  been  amply 
provided  for.  This  remark  apj^lied  especially  to  the  use  of  the 
Council  Chamber  and  the  Museum.  He  had  read  the  interesting 
history  of  that  castle  before  coming  to  Nottingham,  and  was  much 
pleased  to  make  acquaintance  with  it.  It  had  evidently  been  used 
for  a  variety  of  purposes,  many  of  them  of  a  warlike  and  some  of 
a  doubtful  nature,  but  all  would  agree  that  the  Corporation  of 
Nottingham  had  acted  very  wisely  in  devoting  it  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  now  used.  He  had  been  at  a  great  many  recep- 
tions, bat  never  enjoyed  one  more  than  on  Monday  evening. 

Mr.  BuKDEX  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said  it  was  a  great 
privilege  to  live  in  days  -when  the  public  Avere  not  excluded  from 
visiting  ancient  buildings,  collections  of  works  of  art,  and  places 
of  historic  interest. 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  FiTZHUGR,  on  behalf  of  the  Mayor,  said  he  was  very  glad  to 
do  all  he  could  to  further  the  objects  of  the  Conference,  and  he 
only  regretted  that  he  could  not  be  present  on, Monday  evening. 
When  he  (Mr.  FitzHugh)  first  asked  for  the  use  of  the  room  the 
Mayor  told  him  to  do  just  as  he  pleased  Avith  that  building  and 
the  Museum,  and  to  use  them  as  he  liked.  He  was  quite  sure  the 
Mayor  would  appreciate  this  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  J.  Laidl.\w  Ewing  moved  : — 

"  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  non-resident  members  of  the 
Conference  be  given  to  the  Local  Committee,  and  especially 
to  Mi-.  FitzHugh,  the  Chaii-man ;  Mr.  Bolton,  the  Local 
Secretary  ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  for  their 
kind  and  most  successful  efforts  in  organising  the  present 
meetinof." 
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Thcii"  excellent  frieiul,  Mr.  ritzHu<>'li,  had  received  tliem  with 
verj  great  kindness  and  cordiality,  and  thev  were  deeply  indebted. 
to  him  and  his  estimable  lady  for  all  the  attention  they  had  shown. 
'J'liey  appreciated  his  position  in  the  town  not  only  as  a  prominent 
))harmacist  but  as  one  who  had  filled  the  honourable  office  of 
Mayor  of  that  ancient  borough.  A  local  secretary  required  busi- 
ness tact,  foresight,  and  energy,  and  in  Mr.  Bolton  these  qualities 
were  united  in  a  remarkable  degree.  To  Mr.  Gill  also  they  were 
indebted  for  his  unvarying  courtesy  and  kindness.  They  had  re- 
ceived unbounded  hospitality  in  Nottingham,  they  had  seen  the 
beautiful  country  surrounding  it,  and  some  of  those  stately  English 
homes  which  were  the  pride  of  the  country,  and  lie  Avas  quite  sure 
that  none  of  them  would  soon  forget  their  visit. 

Mr.  CoxROV  very  warmly  seconded  the  resolution  which  was 
carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  C.  A.  BoLTOX  thanked  the  members  very  cordially  for  this 
expression  of  thanks  for  what  had  been  done  by  the  Committee 
with  whom  ho  had  had  the  pleasure  of  working.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  what  a  secretary  should  be,  but  the  Secretary 
and  Committee  wei-e  vei-y  much  what  the  leader  and.  chairman 
was.  They  had  been  speciallyfavoured  in  having  Mr.  FitzHugh  as 
Chairman  ;  he  was  a  man  who,  when  he  had  anything  of  this  kind 
in  hand,  would  say,  "  This  is  the  way,"  and  as  lie  went  forward 
the  Committee  followed  him,  and  all  the  more  readily,  as  several 
of  them  had  been  trained  under  him.  They  had  been  vei-y  much 
favoured  by  the  weather,  wdiich  had  gone  a  great  way  to  making 
the  meeting  so  successful.  He  might  say  that  there  had  been  no 
desire  to  excel  anybody  else,  but  simply  to  give  the  Conference  a 
genuine  Nottingham  welcome,  and  they  had  been  amply  repaid  for 
their  efforts  by  the  kind  appreciation  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Gill  also  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks. 

The  Pre.sidf.xt  then  announced  that  a  cablegram  had  just  been 
received,  from  Chicago  in  these  terms  : — "  American  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association  sends  heartiest  greetings. — Remington." 

Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payxe,  J.P.,  moved  :— 

"  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Conference  be  accorded  to  the 
President  for  the  able  and  courteous  manner  in  -which  he 
has  conducted  the  business  of  the  meeting." 

The  President  of  this  year  was  one  whom  many  had  looked 
forward  to  meeting  with  some  trepidation,  and  pi'obably  they 
would   have  been  verv  alad  to  sret  a  look  at  the  inside  of  the  bag 
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lie  was  in  the  habit  of  can-ying  to  Bloomsburj  Square  on  certain 
occasions,  and  examine  the  botanical  specimens  he  brought  up 
from  his  own  garden  in  Norwich.  Long  before  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  his  personal  acquaintance  he  had  heard  of  his  black  bag  and  its 
contents,  but  he  soon  found  that  he  was  a  very  genial  man,  who, 
Avhile  he  Avished  to  examine  the  students  fairly,  had  no  desire  to 
pluck  them  unnecessarily.  In  their  younger  days  many  were  in- 
clined to  think  that  a  knowledge  of  botany  was  quite  unnecessaiy 
for  a  chemist  and  druggist,  but  most  of  them  had  formed  a  different 
opinion  now,  and  he  believed  all  would  agree  that  it  was  a  neces- 
sity for  a  well-educated  pharmacist.  It  gave  him  great  pleasure 
to  propose  this  resolution. 

Mr.  CtEERAkd  seconded  the  resolution  very  heartily.  He  had 
been  for  some  years  a  colleague  of  ]\[r.  Corder's  on  the  Board  of 
]*]xaminers,  and  had  found  him  to  be  a  man  of  Avarm  sj'mpathies, 
and  a  thoi-oughly  tyj^ical  pharmacist.  No  one  could  have  better 
i-epresented  pharmacy  in  the  chair,  and  he  had  done  his  Avork 
Avitli  zeal,  ability,  and  impartiality. 

The  resolution  having  been  put  by  ^Ir.  Payne  and  carried 
unanimously, 

The  President  briefly  thanked  the  meeting  for  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  Avhich  he  had  met  Avith  on  all  hands,  and  for  the  attention 
which  had  been  giA^en  to  the  iiroceedings. 


EXCURSION  TO  THE  "  DUKERIES."' 

A  large  party  of  members  and  their  friends  left  the  Midland 
Railway  station  at  9  a.m.  on  Thursday,  by  special  ti-ain  for  Mans- 
field, Avhich  Avas  reached  in  about  forty  minutes.  Here  numerous 
conveyances  Avere  in  attendance  and  the  company  having  been 
joined  by  Alderman  l^ouglas  J.  Patterson,  Mayor  of  ]\[ansfield, 
started  for  Welbeck  Abbey,  the  residence  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
The  route  passed  througii  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  and  soon  after 
leaA'ing  the  A'illage  the  long  line  of  carriages  left  the  main  road 
and  followed  for  some  distance  the  course  of  a  small  and  much  dis- 
colouredcanal  connected  Avith  the  sewage  of  Mansfield.  A  long  strip 
of  fertile  meadows  sloping  down  from  the  canal  gradually  absorbs 
the  sewage,  Avhilc  a  clear  stream  of  tlie  filtered  Avater  is  seen  below 
abounding  in  trout  and  thus  showing  how^  complete  the  purifica- 
tion has  been.     Sherwood  Forest  was  entered  by  a  private  road 
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which  continued  for  several  miles  throuf^h  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  forest  scenery  in  England.  The  oaks  are  remarkably  tine, 
and  several  of  historical  and  legendary  interest  were  pointed  out. 
A  halt  was  made  to  inspect  the  "  Butchei^'s  Shambles,"  an  ancient 
oak  intimately  associated  with  the  robber  hero,  Robin  Hood,  and 
liis  followers.  Welbeck  was  at  length  reached ;  the  stables  were 
first  visited  and  the  splendid  stud  of  horses  was  greatly  admired. 
The  party  was  then  conducted  through  the  extensive  orchai'ds  and 
glass  houses,  where  many  ingenious  contrivances  for  the  pi^omo- 
tion  of  successful  fruit  cultivation  were  seen  and  explained.  A 
substantial  luncheon  was  provided  in  the  Riding  School,  and  the 
usual  toasts  and  votes  of  thanks  followed.  These  were  heartily 
received,  especially  that  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  for  his  kindness 
in  allowing  the  party  to  visit  the  Abbey  and  the  grounds,  although 
closed  to  the  public  owing  to  a  recent  death  in  the  family.  Front 
the  Riding  School  the  company  descended  into  the  long  tunnel 
leading  to  the  wonderful  suite  of  subterranean  rooms  which  are 
so  well  known  as  one  of  the  chief  attractions  and  curiosities  of 
Welbeck.  Of  these  rooms,  the  picture  gallery,  which  was  origin- 
ally designed  for  a  ball  room,  is  the  largest  and  most  imposing. 
On  the  walls  are  exhibited  magnificent  examples  of  many  of  the 
great  masters,  including  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Tintorello,  Teniers, 
Snyders,  Vandyke  and  Holbein.  The  room  is  lighted  by  day 
entirely  from  windows  in  the  ceiling,  at  night  it  can  be  illu- 
minated by  over  a  thousand  burners.  On  ascending  into  the 
open  air  the  party  was  conducted  back  through  the  grounds  to 
the  village  where  the  carriages  were  waiting  for  the  return 
journey.  The  route  selected  passed  by  Clumber,  the  seat  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  Thoresby,  the  seat  of  Earl  Manvers.  At 
Clumber,  the  beautiful  church,  which  is  often  described  as  a 
miniature  cathedral,  was  seen  from  the  bridge  which  crosses  an 
arm  of  the  lake,  but  time  did  not  permit  a  closer  inspection. 
N^ear  Edwinstowe  some  deviation  was  made  from  the  road  to  visit 
the  "  Major  Oak,"  which  although  hollow  still  remains  one  of 
largest  trees  in  the  forest.  After  leaving  Edwinstowe  the  "Par- 
liament Oak  "  was  passed.  It  was  under  this  tree  that  King  John 
assembled  a  council  of  the  barons  in  1212,  when  the  news  of  a 
revolt  in  Wales  was  brought  to  him  while  hunting  in  the  forest. 
Mansfield  was  reached  about  7.45  p.m.,  and  the  party  was  hos- 
pitably entertained  to  tea  in  the  Town  Hall  by  the  Mayor. 
At  8.30  the  special  train  left  Mansfield  and  conveyed  the  members 
quickly  to  Nottingham  after  a  most  successful  day's   excursion. 
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The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired  and  the  arrangements 
made  by  the  Local  Committee  were  admirably  designed  to  ensure 
the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  party. 


RECEPTIOX  AND  COXYERSAZIONE. 

On  Monday  evening  a  Reception  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  by 
ihe  President,  Octavius  Corder,  Esq.,  in  the  Castle  Museum  and 
Art  Gallery,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Mayor  of  Nottingham. 
The  company  was  received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corder,  supported  by 
Alderman  Fitzhugh  (Deputy  Mayor  of  Nottingham),  and  other 
members  of  the  Local  and  General  Executives,  The  extensive 
galleries  with  their  rich  profusiun  of  Art  treasures  were  much 
appreciated,  and  the  various  historical  associations  of  the  Castle, 
recalling  some  of  the  most  stirring  epoclis  in  the  history  of  the 
countr}'-,  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  Liglit  re- 
freshments were  provided  and  a  band  played  at  intervals  in  the 
Castle  and  on  the  lawn.  Being  a  warm  evening  the  terrace  was 
much  resorted  to,  and  afforded  opportunities  of  renewing  many  old 
acquaintances. 

The  attendance  was  large  and  all  circumstances  combined  to 
make  the  eveninor's  entertainment  a  ureat  success. 
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It  must  be  remembered,  that  nn  light  responsibility  is  attached  to  the  post  of  Head  of  a. 
School  of  Pharmacy — a  responsibility  which  does  not  end  when  his  pupils  have  passed 
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arc,  and  have  always  Ijcen,  their  aim,  and  tliey  are  proud  to  think  that  there  are  very  few 
of  their  men  who  do  not  deserve  the  certificates  thei'  hold.  Several  hundred  students  have 
passed  from  the  JI.C.P,  during  the  eleven  years  that  Mr.  W.  S.  Turner  has  been  ia  Man- 
chester, and  the  list  includes  the  names  of  managers  and  assistants  in  fii-st-class  places  in 
London,  Manchester,  and  other  towns,  as  well  as  of  sons,  nephews,  and  brothers  of  well- 
known  local  pharmacists. 

Mr.  CHARLES  TURNER'S  work  during  the  past  three  years  cannot  fail  to  have  been 
noticed,  and  the  successes  now*being  obtained,  and  the  present  high  posidon  of  the  school, 
are  very  largely  due  to  his  energy  and  perseverance,  as  well  as  to  his  practical,  many- 
sided  knowledge  of  scientific  pharmacy  and  chemistry,  as  well  as  of  every-day  pharma- 
ceutical work — for  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that 

The  Pass  Lists  of  the  M.C.P,,   both  Minor  and  Major,  for  the 

past  three  years  are  larger  than  those  obtained  during- 

the  three  years  ending-  at  April,  1890. 

All  details  of  the  numeroVis  courses  of  classes  for  the  Minor  and  the  Major  are  given  in 
the  Coijyright  Prospectus,  which  will  bs  sent  free  on  application  addressed  "  The  Man- 
cbester  College  of  Pharmacy,  Manchester,"  so  it  need  only  be  stated  here  that 
there  are  courses  of  Full  Time,  Afternoon,  Evening,  and  Once-a-Week  Classes  for  Minor 
and  JIajor  Students,  each  set  covering  all  the  subjects  of  the  respectisc  schedules,  and  at 
times  and  fees  (all  inclusive)  well  within  the  means  of  Chemists'  Assistants. 

All  students  are  advised  to  get  "A  Manual  of  Organic  Chemistry,"  by  Cuaules 
TuKNER,  F.C.S. .  Ph.C;  Part  I.,  complete  in  itself,  price  l.s.  6(?.,  by  jtost  Is.  8ii,  may  be 
obtained  from  Messrs.  J.  WojUcy,  Sons  &  Co.;  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.;  and  Mr.  Wallis, 
Bookseller,  Cambridge.  The  ciiief  subjects  treated  of  are— Ultimate  Organic  Analysis; 
V.  Meyer's  Processfor  Determination  of  Vapour  Densities,  with  Examples  and  Calculations 
of  Formula';  Methane  and  its  Derivatives;  Chloroform,  etc.;  Ethane,  Alcohol,  Ether. 
Ethyl  Chloride,  Nitrite,  etc.;  Aldehyd,  Paraldehyd,  CViloral;  Amyl  Alcohol  and  its  Deriva- 
tives; Nitrite  and  Acetate  of  Amyl  ;  Valerianic  Acid  and  its  Isomers;  Isomerism  of  the 
Paraffins,  Alcohols,  Acids,  etc.,  etc. 


478 


ADVEnriSEMEXTS. 


i3 


LONDON,  18E1.  PARIS,   1855.  LONDON.    1862. 

COUNCIL.    MEDAL.  FIRST    CLASS    MEDAL.  HI  3HEST    AWARD. 

LONDON   INTERNATIONAL  INVENTIONS,   1885.     GOLD    MEDAL. 


Illustrated  Catalogue  post  free  on  application. 


L.    OERTLING,    Manufacturer   of  Balances, 
TURNMILL  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G.  (close  to  Farrin?don  St.  Ry.  Station.) 


AlJVKItXISEMF.NTS. 


■171» 


STAMMERING, 

STUTTERING,    LISPING,    FALSETTO, 

lleceul   or   of   long   standing,   irrespective   of  Aga   or   Sex, 

Removed  without  any  Mechanical  Appliances, 

BY 

who  lias  made  the  above  bis  Life-long,  Special  Study. 
Coufldenco  given.     Ea?y,  Rational  Metbod. 

THE   VOICE  DEVELOPED  AND  STRENGTHENED. 


9,   OLD   BOND   STEEET,   LONDON,   W. 

(Attends  BRIGHTON.) 


MR.    CHAYASSE'S    WORKS.     2s.  6d.  Each. 

ADVICE   TO   A   MOTHER   ON   THE   MANAGEMENT   OF   HER   CHILDREN. 
ADVICE   TO   A   WIFE   ON   THE   MANAGEMENT   OF   HER   OWN   HEALTH. 
COUNSEL  TO  A  MOTHER  ON  THE  CARE  AND  REARING  OF  HER  CHILDREN. 
APHORISMS   ON   THE   MENTAL   CULTURE   AND   TRAINING   OF  A   CHILD. 

.1.  JS  A.    CHLRCIIILL,   11,    NEW   BURLINGTON    STREET. 


THE  NORWICH  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 
LIVER  OIL. 


The  NoFuiieh  Extract  of  (Dalt  uiith  Cod  Iiiver  Oil. 

"Onr  examination  of  this  preparation  shows  it  to  be  a  \'cry 
excellent  one.  It  has  been  carefully  prepared :  the  Malt  Ex- 
tract is  of  full  diastasic  power,  and  the  Cod  Liver  Oil  thorouahly 
incorporated.  The  quantity  of  Oil  present  is  much  larger 
than  is  usually  contained  in  other  brands.  This  jn-epa.ration 
has  a  very  jileasant  aromatic  flavour." — Froin  the  DrHis'j 
M,:dical  J.nl,-,ial. 

Price  2s.  6d.  and  4s.  6d.  per  bottle. 

Insist  upon  having  the  genuine  Norwich  Extract  of  Malt  with 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  which  never  goes  had  or  becomes  fishy. 

TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS  : 

ROBINSON  &  CO.,  NORWICH. 
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HOWARDS   &   SONS, 

STRATFORD,    E. 


:\IAXUFArTDKER.S    OF 


Quinine  and  other  Pharmaceutical 
Chemicals. 


16,  Cross  Street,  Hatton  Garden,  EX. 


MANUFACTURERS    OF 


Fine  Chemicals  for  Pharmaceutical,  Analytical 
and  Photographic  Purposes,  etc.,  etc. 


1855.  1862.  1865. 

Medal,  Paris.  Honourable  Mention,  London.  Medal,  Dublin. 

H)ruo^\  Cbemicals,  anb  pbarmaceutical  pi-eparations. 

HIRST,  BROOKE  &  HIRST,  U°-' 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS  AND  MANUFACTURING  CHEMISTS, 

MILLGARTH  MILLS,  LEEDS;  AND  AIREDALE  CHEMICAL  WORKS, 
HUNSLET,    LEEDS. 


MAXL"FACriI!l;HS    or 


Pharmaceutical  Piepuiations  ;  Acid  Acetic  ;  Naplitlia  Red ;  Charcoal ;  Pulu, 
Carbo.  Lign. ;  Liq.  Ainmon.  Fort.  ;  Ung.  Hyd.  Fort, 

Also  of  P-ItlTISir  WrXES;    HKtHLY   PKRFUMED  toilet   soaps  k^u 
PEltFUMEllY;  Kxc,  r.Ti. 

DRUG     GRINDERS. 

Finest  Non-freezing  Cod  Liver  Oil,   "WHITE  BEAR  BRAND." 
o:R.^v:N'C3-E-QXJi]NrinsrE  AATiiiNrE. 

Price  2s.  and  !.'■.  per  Buttle. 


AmERTISEMENTS.  ISl 


N  E  PE  NTH  E« 


THE  SAFEST  &  BEST  PREPARATION  of  OPIUM. 

PRODUCES  NEITHER  HEADACHE,  SICKNESS,  NOR  CONSTIPATION. 
Prepared  exclusively  from  tlpiiiin. 

Althongli  many  new  hypnotics  and  analgesics  have  been  recently  introduced, 
NEPENTHE  still  holds  its  position  as  tue  hypnotic  and  sedative  par  excel- 
lence. '•  Nepenthe  "  is  registered  under  the  Trade  Marks  Act,  and  is  our  solo 
property.  No  other  preparation  should  be  substituted  when  Nepenthe  is  ordered 
in  a  prescription. 

Sent  out  in  bottles  bearing  a  label  in  white  letters  upon  a  green  ground.  We 
prepare  also  Double  Strengili  Nepenthe,  and  Glycerole  of  Nepenthe  (eight  times 
the  single  strength)  for  hypodermic  injection. 

Trade  and  Wholesale  Terms  for  NEPENTHE  upon  application. 


PALATABLE    TONIC    LAXATIVE. 

FERRIS    &    CO.'S    PATENT 


GASCARA 


Prepared  v.ith  the  tiuesfc  sweetened  Eating 
Chocolate,  the  proiiortion  of  the  active  in- 
gredient being  carefully  adjusted,  so  that 
each  Tablet  or  Bonbon  contains  a  doso 
cipuYaleut  to  twenty  minims  of  the  Fluid  Extract  of  Cascara.  The  Tablets 
are  of  such  a  form  that    they    can 

be  easily  divided,  ^^  I  ■  ^^  Mk  ^k  ■  ■  "^  j^  should  a  smaller 
dose  be  desired;  I  llllll|l  A  I  I"  ^"'^  '^"'  '"''^ 
can  hardly  he  dh-  %#  ||  UP  1^  ^J  L  ^1  I  ^B  iinyuiiihed  from 
that    of    oiduutri/  Chocolate. 

In  habitual  or  chronic  constipation.     Invaluable  fur  children,  ladies,   and 
invalids.        No    nauseous     bitter     taste. 
By  far  the  most  agreeable  form  of  ad- 
ministering Cascara  Sagrada   yet   intro- 
duced. 


BONBONS. 


Is.  9d.  Boxes,  18s.  per  dozen. 
Sole  l»poiirietors  and  Manufactureivs : 

FERRIS  &  COMPANY,  BRISTOL, 
Mbolesale  ant)  iSspovt  iDruoGists. 

FIVE  PI^IZE  J»IED^Ii^  ^W^RDED. 

I  I 
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HENRY'S 


Established  A.D.  1772. 


Established 
A.D.  1772. 


Continues  to  he  prepared  with  scrupulous  care  in  the  greatest 
eheniical  purity  by 


11.  East  Street,  St.  Peter's,  MANCHESTER, 

And  is  sold  in  bottles,  authenticated  by  a  Government  Stamp  bearii 
their  names. 

Trade  Mark,  "HENRY'S  CALCINED  MAGNESIA." 
Price  4s.  6d.  or  2s.  9d. 


New  York— Messrs.  W.  H.  SCHIEFFELIN  &  CO.,  William  Street. 
r.\uis— Messrs.  liOBEHTS  iV  CO.,  r,.  line  dc  la  Paix. 


iMaimfnrtuiintj  Cbniu'sto, 

HAVE  OBTAINED  MEDALS  AT  VARIOUS  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS 
FOR  THEIR  PREPARATIONS. 

THl'lSE  COMPlilSE  : 

MORPHIA    AND    ITS    SALTS. 


Cocleia  and  other  Opium  pro- 
ducts. 
Amyl  Nitrate  and  Nitrite. 
Sulphate  of  Beberine. 
Aloin. 


CVirysophanic  Acid. 
Anaesthetic  Ether. 
Ergotin. 
Salicin. 


PURE    CHLOROFORM 

Answering  British  Pharmaeopaia  and  all  Ofticial  Tests. 

ANTISEPTIC   DRESSINGS  AND   APPLIANCES 

Used  in  the  Listerian  System  of  Surgery,  prepared  according  to 
the  Special  Formula  of  PROFESSOR  SIR  JOSEPH  LISTER. 


EDINBURGH  Address  -  LONDON  Address 

17,  NORTH  BRIDGE.  71,  COLEMAN  STREET,  E.G.. 


AliVIMVrislOMKNTS.  4Hii 


MALT   PREPARATIONS. 

KEPLER    EXTRACT   OF    MALT. 

The  Kepler  Extract  of  Malt  is  a  condenseil  Extract,  containing  all  tlic  soluble 
nutritive  priuciijles  of  the  best  winter  bailey. 

The  long  exj^erience  of  the  best  men  in  the  luedical  profession  is  an  unassail- 
able and  iucontroveitiblc  pioof  of  the  value  of  the  Kepler  Malt.  It  agrees  when 
everything  else  fails.  It  is  adapted  to  all  ages  and  conditions  of  tlie  system.  It 
is  both  a  luscious  food  and  delicious  beverage  in  seltzer  or  milk  to  those  parched 
with  thirst  and  tormented  with  delirious  fever.  It  is  as  delicious  as  honey,  as 
nutritious  as  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  as  assimilable  as  mother's  milk.  The  demulcent 
action  of  the  Kepler  Extract  of  Malt  is  one  cf  its  most  important  features.  In 
sore  throat  and  iutlammatory  states  of  the  throat  generally  it  is  most  grateful, 
as  it  allays  the  irritation,  discomfort,  and  tendency  to  cough. 

The  opinions  of  the  Medical  and  Scientific  Press  in  regard  to  it:— 
The  Lancet  reports  ;  "  The  Kejiler  Extract  of  il;ilr  is  the  IjCst." 
The  Mcdk'pl  I'lmcs  and  Ga::cttc  :  "  B.y  far  the  l)est." 
The  Medical  Pi'cs.s  :  "  Delicious  to  the  taste." 
Supplied  to  the  Medical  Profession,  in  Mb.  and  l|-lb.  bottles,  at  Is.  nd.  und  Us.  each. 
The  fuUoiciiiii  useful  Comhinatioii-i  are  (ilso  issued  in  the  same  si.ws  ca  the 
simple  E  ttraet : 
KEPLER  EXTRACT  of  MALT  with  BEEF  KEPLER  EXTRACT  OF  MALT  with 

and  IRON.  IRON,  QUININE,  and  STRYCH. 

Ditto  vnth  CASCARA  SAGRADA.  Ditto  with  HOPS 

Ditto  with  CASTOR  OIL.             "  ^"A^tf^wH^'h^^MrRlA?™ 

r"Maltn-Ririnp"^  Ditto  With  PANCREATIN. 

C    Maito-Kicine   ).  ^^^^^  ^-^^-^  PEPSIN. 

Ditto  with  CHOCOLATE.  ^^^.g  ^^jj  pEPSiN  and  PANCREATIN. 
Ditto  with  FERROUS  IODIDE.                '    Djtto  with  PHOSPHATES  (Chemical  Food). 

Ditto  with  IRON  PYROPHOSPHATE.  Ditto  with  PHOSPHORUS. 

Ditto  with  IRON  and  QUININE  CIT.  Ditto  with  PEPTONES. 
The  prices  of  the  Combinations  vary. 

KEPLER   SOLUTION. 

Kepler  Solution  is  superior  to  the  very  best  and  most  carefully  prepared 
emulsion,  in  that  it  does  not  derange  the  digestive  process.  It  is  eminently 
iialatable  and  easily  digested,  and  assists  the  digestion  of  other  food  material. 
It  is  an  ideal  food  in  scrofula,  rickets,  and  phthisis.  It  neither  causes  eructa- 
tions nor  excites  nausea.  It  is  readily  taken  by  the  most  fastidious^  especially 
children  and  invalids,  who  are  utterly  unable  either  to  take  or  retain  Cod  laver 
Oil  by  itself  or  emulsified. 

The  Ti,-iiUh  Medical  Jviinwl  say.-:  "The  Kepler  Solution  is  an  iilonl  form  lor  the  sul- 
ministration  of  fat."  .     .  ,,  ,  ,i  ,,    ,  „i,i       .,»  i„  qj 

Sui)plied  to  the  itedicnl  Profession  by  all  Chemists,  in  ;-lb.  and  l.,-lb.  bottles,  at  is.  Sd. 

and  :is.  each. 

ThcMloiriu.iCun,h!nati,,n^oreals^>l.^>'c.l  ill  U.eso.. r.;-.e^<f. the j'hnn  Solution:- 

KEPLER  SOLUTION  with  FERROUS  IODIDE. 
Ditto  with  HYPOPHOSPHITES. 

Ditto  with  PANCREATIN. 

Ditto  with  PHOSPHATES. 

Ditto  with  PHOSPHORUS. 

The  prices  of  the  Combinations  vary. 

BURROUGHS,    WELLCOME    &    CO., 

SNOW  HILL  BUILDINGS.  LONDON.  E.G. 
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BULLOCK'S  PEPSINA  PORCI. 

DOSE— 2  to  4  grains. 

BULLOCK'S 

ACID  GLYGEBINE  OF  PEPSINE. 

DOSE-l  to  2  drms. 

In  this  prejiaration  advantage  has  been  takeu  of  the  solubihty  of  Pepsine  in 
Glycerine  to  produce  a  convenient  and  desirable  liquid  form  of  this  valuable 
medicine ;  whilst  the  preservative  qualities  of  the  menstruum  confer  upon  the 
Acid  Glycerine  of  Pepsine  the  property  of  keeping  for  any  length  of  tin)e. 

May  be  jjrescribed  with  most  substances  compatible  with  Acids.  In  -l-oz., 
8-oz.,  and  16-oz.  Bottles,  and  in  Bulk. 


The  published  experiments  of  G.  F.  Dowdeswell,  Esq.,  M.A.  Cantab.,  F.C.S., 
F.L.S.,  Ac,  Dr.  Pavy,  Professor  Tusox,  the  late  Professor  Gakkod,  Dr.  Ar.xoLu 
Lees,  and  others,  conclusively  demonstrate  the  excellence,  high  digestive 
power,  and  medicinal  value  of  the  above  preparations. 

*,*     In  2^y(-'scribiii(j  cither  of  the  above  prejyarnHons,  it  iit  siigrjcstcd  to  insert 
in  i)arcnthesis  as  foUoics  (BULLOCK). 


J.    L.    BULLOCK   Sc    CO., 

3,   Hanover    Street,   Hanover    Square,   London,  W. 

Chemical  Food,    or   Parrish's   Syrup. 

*^*  Each  teaspoouful  contains  :2  grains  of  Phosphate  of  Iron  and  Lime,  with 
smaller  proportions  of  the  Alkaline  Phosphates,  all  in  perfect  solution.     One  or 
two  teaspoonfuls  at  mealtime. 
Syrup  of  Biphosphate  of  Iron  and  Man-    1   Compouud  Syrup  of  Hypopliosphite  of 

ganese.  Iron  and  Lime. 

Syrup  of  Biphosphate  of  Iron.  Syrup  of  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron. 

Syrap  of  Biphosphate  of  Lime.  Syrup  of  Bromide  of  Iron. 

Syrup  of  Biphosphate  of  Zinc.  |   Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Quinine. 

Syrup  of  Hypophosphite  of  Iron,  Quinine 

and  Strychnine. 
Syrup  of  the  Superphosphate  of   Iron 

Quinine,  and  Strychnine. 
Syrup  of  Hypophosphite  of  Iron- 
Syrup  of  Hypophosphite  of  Lime. 
Syrup  of  Hypophosphite  of  Soda. 

COD   LXYER  OLEIN. 

This  preparntion,  is  prep:ire(l  from  tlic  linoi  Newfouiullunil  Oil,  ('(iiitaiiiiii:-,'  all  tlie  aciivo 
priuciplcs.  withonL  its  iinpiu-ilios,  fiiui  will  lie  toaiid  to  :i|:;reo  uitli  iliitnosi  il./lk-aii'  .^loniaclis. 

Phosphorised  Cod  Liver  Olein.  I  Cod  Liver  Oil  wilh  Iodide  of  Iron. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  with  Quinine.  I  Cod  Liver  Oil  with  Uromide  of  Iron. 

SYRUP  OF  HYPOPHOSPHITE  OP  IRON  AND  QUININE. 

This  iirc'pai'alloii  lias  bcfii  succi's>fiilly  given  in    ll\>tcna,  ICpiU'i)^)-,  .--iicrniatinilia'a.  and 
other  oxliaurtivc  (IcranguniL'iits  of  tlir  Xer\oiis  System. 

DIALiYSED    IRON.— Dose,  lO  to  30  minimB  in  watpr. 

Proprietors  of  the  Citv  of  London  Cough  Lozenges  and  Pills,  Toothache 

Annihilator,  No  More  Corns  (ill  lU'tristeivd):  and  Antiseptic  Saline. 

Application  for  the   Marvellous  Removal  of  Corns. 

BREWER  &  M.'VRSTON,  Pharmaceutical  and  Operative  Clieiiiists, 

105,     LATE    99,     LONDON    WALL,     E.G. 


Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Iron  and  Quinine. 
Syrup  of  Peracetate  of  Iron  and  Quinine. 
Solution  of  Peracetate  of  Iron. 
]}o.    Glacial. 
Clinical  oxptriLUCc  lias  proved  that   this 
lircparatioii    contains  Iron    in  the  most 
npsinii'able  foiin. 
Solution  of  Peracetateof  Iron  andQuinine. 
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<it<»l.l»  ini<:i».tl.,    liiteriiHtioiial    ll<'altli    l<:«liibitioii,    l.ondun. 

HI<>;III<:mT   A\VAI<I>,    liitematioiiiil    I^AIiiliitioii,    .%<l«>lai<l«>. 

Fl  ItMT  C'l.AMM  A  \VAI<I>,  I  nlt'i-nat  ioiial  Jt:\liil>iti«ii,  tfl  ollioiiriie. 


BENGER'S  PREPARATIONS 

OF    THE 

Natural  Digestive  Principles, 

AND 

SPECIAL  FOODS  FOR  CHILDREN  AND  INVALIDS. 

The  Lancet,  March  25, 1882,  says  :— "  Mr.  Bcuger's  admirable  preparations." 

The  Medical  Pvess,  Juno  13,  1S83,  says  :— "  Few  mndern  improvements  in  I'Larmacy  havo 
done  so  much  as  Benfrer's  Preparations  to  assist  the  Physician  in  his  treatment  of  the  sick." 

The  Pi-actitioney,  February,  1833,  says: — "Deserving;-  of  the  highest  prai.se,  and  only 
require  to  be  made  known  to  the  profession  to  ensure  their  extensive  employment." 

The  Medical  Tones  and  Gazette,  September  8,  1883,  says: — "Benger's  Preparations  have 
deservedly  a  very  high  reputation,  and  are  all  largely  used.'' 

THEY  CONSIST  OF 

LIQUOR  PANCREATICUS  (Benger).(REGisrEHEr.) 

Containing  all  the  digestive  principles  of  the  fresh  pancreas.    Used  to  prepare  peptonised 

or  partially  digested  milk  and  other  articles  of  food  (no  apparatus  beyond  a  jug  and  a 

saucepan  required).     Directions  for  use  with  each  bottle. 

In  4,  8,  and  16-oz.  Bottles,  to  retail  at  2s.  6d.,  4s.  6d.,  and  8s.  6d. 

BENGER'S  PEPTONISING  POWDERS  {" Pidvis  Fancreatis  Alhalimis,  Benger"). 

One  will  peptonize  a  ynnt  of  milk,  L'ruel,  beef  tea,  etc.,  in  a  few  minutes. 

Box  of  12  Powders,  to  retail  at  23.  6d. 

^  LIQUOR  PEPTICUS   (Benger). 

An  exceedingly  active  fluid  Pepsine  (prepared  direct  from  the  fresh  stomach  of  the  pig). 
Dose — One  or  two  teasiroonfuls  with  meals.     It  is  without  disagreeable  taste. 
In  4,  8,  and  16-oz.  Bottles,  to  retail  at  3s.,  5s.  Gd.,  and  10s.  6d. 


BENGER'S  PEPTONISED  BEEP  JELLY. 

A  delicious  quick  rojtorative. 

A  concentrated,  partially  digcs'ed  ai.d  soliditied  beef  te;i,  of  delicate  flavour.     Unlike  the 

various  Extracts  and  Essences  of  Meat,  it  contains  much  of  the  fibrin  or  flesh-forming 

element  of  tlic  beef  in  solution.    Glass  Jars  or  Tins,  2s. 

BENGER'S  PEPTONISED  CHICKEN  JELLY. 

A  Nutritive  Delicacy  for  Invalids.    Glass  Jars  or  Tins,  2s.  each. 

From  The  Lancet  of  January  1st,  1887;— "Mr.  Benger's  I'reparations  are  now  so  well 
known  that  all  we  need  s.ay  of  the  sample  before  us  is— that  it  is  excellent." 

■DXn"Krr'T?T?'G     ■pnr^'n        ^°''  infants,  Children, 

iSJilJNlTJilit  O     JiUUU.  and  Invalids.  (Registered.) 

Containing  the  natural  digestive  principles  of  the  pancreas.  When  mixed  with  warm  milk 
a  i)rocess  equivalent  to  partial  digestion  takes  place,  by  which  both  the  fool  and  milk  aro 
adapted  for  rapid  absorption.  In  no  otha-food  has  thi.s  result  been  alwined.  It  can,  there- 
fore, be  taken  with  comfort  when  others  disagree.    Tins,  Is.  6d.,  2s.  6d.,  and  5s. 

DESCRIPTIVE    CIRCULARS    AND    SHOW    CARDS    ON    APPLICATION. 

Benyer's   Preparations   may  he   obtained    tliroiigh   B.inctAT,  Euwarps,    Saxger,    Soiro.v, 
Newbert,  and  all  the  tcadini]  Wholcmtc  H'tuscs,  or  oj'tlu  Maiaifactarcrs  — 

F.    B.    BENGER   &   CO.,    Limited, 

OTTER    WORKS.    MANCHESTER. 


48r, 


AIAERTISKinCNTS. 


TELEPHONE  NO.  5415.  TELEGRArv1S-"TYRER,  STRATPQhiD,  LONDON." 


STIRLING  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  ABBEY  LAE,  STRATFORD,  LOPOli,  E, 

EsTAJU.ISlU'.li    ISJl. 

Maniifuc/iirers  of  PURE  CHEMICALS  for 

PHARMACY-PHOTOGB/I 

AND    ANALYSIS 

{Guiiranlccd  /<>  (unj  OiJicial  or  ruijuiicd  Spfcijl:ati<iu). 


ACIDS— pure  ami  tecliuical.     Acetic,  Benzoic   (from  (niiii).   Hydrolnoiiiic 

Hydvocliloric,  Hydroc-yanie,  Hydriodie,  Laclic,  Nitric,  yul2)liuric. 
ACETATES— Animorjiiuii,  Iron.  Sodium,  Pota^jsium,  Zinc,  etc. 
BENZOATES  — Ammonium,  Calcium,  Potassium,  Sodium,  etc. 
BISMUTH— Carl)oiiate,  Citrate,  Oxide,  O.xycliloride,  Subuitrate,  etc. 
ETHERS  —Acetic,  liutyric.  Nitrous,  Sulphuric  fpme  and  methylated),  etc. 
FRUIT  ESSENCES  AND  FLAVOURS     C  ric.  uhaU.l. 
GRANULAR  EFFERVESCENT  PREPARATIONS. 
HYDROGEN  PEROXIDE     1(»,  12,  20,  .JO  Volumes. 
HYPOPHOSPHITES  -Calrinm,    Baiii;m,     Iron,    Man^'anese,    Sodmm, 

potassium,  Quinine,  etc. 
IRON     Acetate,  Carbonate.  Chl-nidf.  Pcu-liloiidc,  Sulphate,  etc. 
MAGNESIA— Carbonate,  Calcined,  Citrate  (effervescent),  etc. 
MERCURY — Ammoniated,   Ar^ieniate,    Subchloride,    Oxide.-;,    IVrc'iioride, 

Sul]>h(icyanide,  Ointment  and  Pill. 
OLEATES— Bi-^ujuth,  Copper,  Meivury.  Zinc,  etc. 
PHOSPHORIC  ACID     (pure  and  glacial)  and  Phosphates. 
POTASSIUM— Acetate,  Citrate,  Oxalate,  Sulphate,  etc. 
SCALE    PREPARATIONS  -Auinumiuni.    Pisuinth.    Iron,    Pota-^.-iuni, 

(^)uinine,  Sirychniiii\  etc. 
SPT.  JETHER.  NIT.  B.P. 
SPT.  AMMON.  AROM.  B.P. 
THIOCAME  -  Dr.  .).  Emerson  lieyn..ld"s  w\\  di-;inf<clant  (Camphor,  Ful- 

]ihur  l»i()xide,  Eucalyptus,  etc.). 
ZINC     Carbonate,  Oxide,  Sulphate,  Sulphide,  etc. 

.\ND  ANY  ornEii  rn.\i;MACKu riCAL  ri:ErAn.vrioN.s. 
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JAMES  WQOLLEY,  SONS  &  CO., 

DRUG    MILLERS, 

MholCi?aIc  anb  lErport  S)nujioi6t6, 

AMI 

flf>annfactuviiu3  phannaceutical  dhcmi^t^, 

PKALEKS    IN 

Druggists'  Sundries,  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Apparatws, 

Surgical  histrurneufs.  etc. 

Trusses  of  every  Description  Manufactured  on  the  Premises. 

WAREHOUSE,    OFFICES,    AND    SHOWROOMS- 

Victoria  Bridge,  MANCHESTEK. 

Laboratories  and  Drug  Mills    KNOWSLEY  STREET,  CHEETHAM. 

Telegrams—"  PHARMACY,    MANCHESTER." 
Prices  Current  and  Illustratecl  Catalogue,  free  on  demand. 


4'88  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

THOMAS   WHIFFEN, 

BATTERSEA,    LONDON. 

MANUFACTURER   OF 

CAFFEINE  AND  CITRATE  OF  CAFFEINE, 

QUININE  and  all  CINCHONA  SALTS. 

QUINETUM  and  QUINETUM  SULPHATES, 

LIQUID  EXTRACT  OF  CINCHONA,  P.B.,  1885, 

AND 

LIQUID  EXTRACT  OF  CINCHONA  FLAVA,  P.B.,  1867. 

SALICINE, 

STRYCHNINE    ("Hulle's"). 

The  Ath'crf(s(-)-  /'s  fJic  I'rojrr/i'for  and  lavodor  of  this  ii-en-knoirif 

Brand. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON  &  CO., 

SOUTHALL,    MIDDLESEX. 

OFFICE   AND   WAREHOUSE^ 

31  &  32,  St.  Andrew's  Hills,  London,  E.G. 

(PROPRIETORS-THOMAS  WHIFFEN  &  SONS.) 


Specialities. 

ANTIMONY  and  its  Prsparations. 

IODOFORM   and   Iodine   Resublimed. 

•  POTASSIUM  BROMID  and  Bromine  Preparations. 

POTASSIUM  lODID  and  Iodine  Preparations. 

VERMILION  and  other  Mercurials. 

REFINED    CAMPHOR,    in    Bells    and    Flowers. 

AND  SOLI')  ItEFIXKRS  OF  Till: 

KEY  BRAND   TABLETS,  from  Uoz.  to  16  oz.  each. 

OIL    PRESSERS    AND    DISTILLERS. 

DRUG  GRINDERS,  etc,  etc. 


ADVEUTISEMKXTS. 
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TASTEL 


^5i!S 


COX'S    PATENT. 


Dated  and  Sealed, 
April  13th,  1854. 


AND  AS  A   FURTHER   PROTECTION 


T/ie  lie(jist)-ar  of  Trade  Marks  {cifter  <jici)uj  the  visual  puhlic 
notice  prescribed  by  Parliament  to  cdlow  of  opposition)  has  granted 
IIS  the  a/)pended  Trade  Mark,  thus  officially  recognising  us  as  the 
Original  Makers  of  Tasteless  Pills,  and  no  pills  irill  be  sod  out 
nithout  this  mark  on  all  bottles  or  packages. 

Many  coated  ]/iUs  made  in  imitation  of  ours  ^^rrss  through  the 
system  ^mattered. 

CATALOGUES    SENT    POST    FREE    ON    APPLICATION. 

Tliese  contain  800  coated  (unl  uncoated  forms  of  different 
strengths,  requiring  not  less  than  3,000  bottles  and  jars.  Medical 
men.  in  order i)ig  through  u:holesaIe  liouses,  are  requested  to  sx>cclfg 

COX'S    TASTELESS    PILLS. 

Our  prices,  with  the  usual  discount  for  prompt  paymcid,  u-ill  he 
found  to  compare  farourably  a-ith  any  makers  udierc  the  best  drugs 
and  chemicals  are  used.  Our  trade,  which  is  constantly  increasing, 
is  doubtless  Four  or  Five  times  as  large  as  all  the  rest  of  (nir 
cojiyists  jnit  together. 


ANY  FORMULA  DISPENSED  AND  COATED. 
AND  SAMPLES  FREE. 


QUOTATIONS 


ARTHUR  H.  COX  &  C 

Original  Makers  of  Tasteless  Pills, 
ST.    MARTIN'S    PLACE,    BRIGHTON. 


Telegraphic  Address :   "COX,  BRIGHTON." 


■]'.0 


AUVEUTISEMENTS. 


HOW   TO    COAT    PILLS 


Quickly    and    Easily. 

By   T.    HAFFENDEN. 


Second  EiUli 


iih  additiou'it  iin'c 


d  dr^cylplha  of  (_Sch:linc  CoilliuiJ. 


Ti<:«TaM«xiiB. 


AvLIiSlll  RY. 

"  Cliciiiists  wisliing  ro  cont  pills  feliouM  send  fnv  Mr.  llaft'oiulen'.s  little  jianiplilet,  '  Hdw 
to  Coat  Pills' ;  they  will  then  be  alili^  to  coat  any  iiuantity  in  a  few  minutes  equal  in  aj)- 
Ijoarancc  to  those  supplied  by  the  Wholesale  Trade.  'J'here  is  no  expense  attending  it, 
lotUiiii;-  beini;-  leiiuired  but  a  covered  pot,  a  scoop,  a  tin  box,  and  a  plate." — Thos.  Ciias. 


'I'aYLOI! 


ONE3  SHILLING,  Post  Free 


MARSHALL  LEIGH,  Pharmacist,  46,  Dyke  Rd.,  Brighton. 

ACIDS,    COMMERCIAL    AND    PURE, 

DRUGGISTS'    SUNDRIES,    ETC. 


A('BB».«i. 
Sulphuric.  B. P.  Phos|:l>3i"ic. 

Sulphurous.  Carbolic,   B.P. 

Nitric.  Hydrochloric. 

NItros.  Oxalic. 

Hydrofluoric.  Acetic. 


Citric  and  Tartaric  Acids. 
Essential  Oils  and  Essences. 
Camplioi-.  Borax. 

Soda  and  Potash  Bicarbcnites 
Ammonia  Bicarb. 
Ammonia  Liquor   Fort.      'SSO. 


W.    HOULDER,    SON    &    CO., 

(Established  17S0,) 

SOUTHALL,    MIDDLESEX. 


ALFRED   WHITE  &   SONS, 

LATE  T.  R.  &  A.  WHITE.    Established  1775, 

Manufacturei-s  of  Acids, — /Ethers.-  Sp.  /Ether.   Ni'., 

Sp    Ammon.  Arom.,— Liq.   Ammon.,     Soldering  Solution, — etc., 

and    preparations    of  Alum,     Animal   Charcoal,     Antimony,  -  Baryta, 

Bismuth,     Strontia, — Tin,— Zinc,     etc 

CASTLE    STREET,    SAFFRON    HILL,    E.G. 

Works :-WE3T  DRAYTON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Telegraphic  Address  :—'■  ETHER  METHYLATED,  LONDON." 

E.     BRAMWELL    <&    SON, 

ST.    HELENS,    LANCASHIRE. 


EPSOM  SALTS. 
SULPHITE   OF  SODA. 


GLAUBER  SALTS. 
HYPOSULPHITE   OF  SODA. 


COUGHS.-  AMERICAN  CHERRY  PECTORAL, 

I'or  1,1. r  CUM'  .,r  ('iiU,i,'lis,  C.ilds,  Inll\i(?u/a,  lloaf-cnos,  liiuiirliil  is,  liiripiejit   ynuvuiupj 
tion,  and  all'ordint?   the  ;.'reatcst  relief  in  aiivance(l  sta;;-i'8  of  the  Discas'.     in   jJottles  r.t 
Is.  Ucl.,  2.-!.  9J.,  Is.  tiJ.,  and  lis.     Also,  Cherry  Pectoral  Lozenges  for  Coujjhs,  &.C.,  Is.  IJd. 
and  ■-'-•.  9^1. 
BRADLEY  &  BOURDAS,  48.  Belgrave  Eoad.  and  G,  Pont  Street,  Belgravc  Square, 

lOlldoil,  :^.W.  ;  and  nia.v  he  had  of  all  Chemists. 
TeleijrapiiK.!    Address,    ■•  Bonrdas,     London." 


.VDVERTISEMEXTS. 
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-i'.)2  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Druggists'  Confectionery. 

ROBERT  GIBSON  &  SONS, 

MEDICATED  LOZENGE  MANUFACTURERS, 

CARLTON  WORKS,  Erskine  St,  HULME,  MANCHESTER. 

Wholesale  Depot — 
1,  GLASSHOUSE  YARD,  ALDERSGATE  STREET,  LONDON. 

GIBSON'S    SUPERIOR 

^Boiled    S'ULg'^x-s 

Have  gained  a  Hiofli  Reputation  everywhere.     FOR  EXPORT  TRA.DE,  they  are- 
put  up  in  1-Ib.,  2-11).,  and  o-lb.  Bottles.     Packed  in  Casks  or  in  1-doz.  Case:*  as  required, 
and  delivered  I'.O. H.  at  any  Port  in  England.     These  Sweets  are  absolutely  pure. 
We  specially  recommend 

Lime  Fruit  Tablets,  Everton  Toffee,  Mixed  Fruit  Drops,  Cough 
Drops,  Raspberry  Drops,  Lemon  Tablets. 

Delectable,  Voice,  Glycerine,  an^Magnum  Bonum  Jujubes, 

In  2-lb.  and  4-lb.  Decorated  Tins  (Tins  free) ;  and  4-lb.  Glass  Jars  (Jars  free). 

COMPRESSED  CHLORATE  OF  POTASH  PELLETS, 

SACCHARINE    PELLETS, 

And  PELLETS  of  every  description,  put  up  in  1-lb.  White  Flint  Glass  Bottles,  with  Box- 
wood Top  Corks.    Bottles  not  charged. 


HI(aH-CLASS  LOZENGES 

OF   EVERY   DESCIUPTION. 

Clilorodyne  Cough  Lozenges,  Chlorodyne  Jujubes,  Peppermint 

Lozenges, 

In  every  variety  of  size  and  strength.     Curiously  Strong,  and  Multum  in  Parvo  Mints  give 
the  utmost  satisfaction.     Medicated  Lozenges  of  I'harmacopa'ia  Strength. 

DIGESTIVE  TABLETS.     VOICE  AND  THROAT  LOZENGES 
for  Singers  and  Public  Speakers. 

ORIGINAL  SUGAR  WORM  CAKES 

Have  an  immense  sale,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  will  keep  in  any  cliuiiite,  and  give 
entire  satisfaction.     Put  up  in  Tins,  containing  3  doz.,  6  doz.,  and  12  doz.  cakes. 


THROAT    HOSPITAL    LOZENGES 

(As  per  T.   H.   Pharmacopoeia). 
All  Lozenges  are  sent  out  in  2-lb.  and  4-lb.  Bottles  (bottles  free),  but  allowea 

for  if  returned. 


PROPRIETARY    LOZENGES    CAREFULLY    PREPARED,    STAMPED, 
AND  CUT  TO  ANY  SIZE  OR  SHAPE. 

PBICE    LISTS    SENT    ON    APPLICATION. 


Our  Goods  are  supplied    by  every  respectable  Wholesale  Shipping, 
House  in  London,     indents  should  be  marked  "Gibson." 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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Telegraphic  Address:    "  HUBBUCK,"  LONDON. 

HUBBUCrS  PURE  OXIDE  OF  ZINC, 


niAIlMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS  xviU  use  this  in  piefeivuco  to  tlio  ZINCl 
OXIDUM  of  the  Br.  Ph.  18(17,  wliicli  is  a  return  to  tlio  process  of  the  rbaruia- 
coiiLtiii  of  1S3(;,  leiug  a  roasted  carbonate  as  a  substitute  for  the  pure  Oxide. 

HUBBUCK'S  PURE  OXIDE  is  made  by  Bublimation,  ami  is  war- 
ranted to  coniaiu  upwards  of  DO  per  cent,  of  Pare  Oxide  :  in  fact,  tlie  impurities 
arc  not  traceable. 

Sold  by  the  followirg  Wholesale  Druggists  ia 

Boxes  of  7  lbs.  and  14  lbs.,  stamped  by  the 

Manufacturers  ;  also  in  1  lb.  Boxes  and 

1  lb.  Glass  Bottles  :— 

Allen  &  Hanliurys. 

Kaiss,  Brothers  &  Co. 

Barron,  Hiivveys  &  Co. 

Battley  &  "Watis. 

Bieasdale,  Win.,  &  Co. 

Biirgo.vnc,  Bnvbitlges  &  Co. 

Clay,  i)od  &  Case. 

Cor'byn,  Stacc.y  &  Co.  . 

Davy,  Yates    &  Routlodge. 

Duncan,  b'lockhart  &  Co. 

Evans,  Gadd  &  Co. 

Evans,  JiCscher  &  Webb. 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co. 

Fern's  &  Co. 

Gale  &  Co. 

Glasgow  .'Vpotbecaries'  Co. 

Barker,  Stagg  A;  Morgan. 

Hatrich,  \V.  &  R.,  &  Co. 

Hearon,  Sr|uire  &  Francis. 

Herrings  &  Co. 

Hill,  A.  S.,  &  Son. 

Hodgkinsoii,  Preston  &  King. 

Hodgkinsons,  Treacher  &  Clarke. 

Horner  &  Sons. 

Huskisson,  EI.  O.,  &  Co. 

Isma^-,  J(jbn  &  Sons. 

Johnson  A;  Son.s,'' Limited. 

Lofthouse  &  Saltmer. 

Mackav,  Jobn  &  Co. 

Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co. 

Eaimes,  Clark  &  Co. 

Reynolds  i:  Bransom. 

Soiithall  Brothers  &  Barclay^ 

Taylor,  James. 

Thompson,  H.  A. 

Thompson,  John. 

'I'yrer,  Tlios.,  cV  Co. 

Walker,  Troke  &  Co. 

Warren,  A.  .t  J. 

Willows,  Francis  &  Butler. 

Woolley,  James,  Sons  &  Co. 

Wrii^ht,  Layman  &  Umney. 

Wyleys  &  Co. 

Manufacturers  supply,  Wholesale  only,  in  quantities  of  not 
less  than  3  cwt. 


The 


THOMAS  HUBBUCK  &  SON,  Limited, 

(Established  1765,) 
24,    LIME    STREET,    LONDON. 

Manufacturers  of  White  Lead,  White  Zinc,  Paints,  Oils  and  Varnishes. 


40 1 


Ar>VEr>TisE:\rENis. 


E.    GOULD    &    SON, 

Chemists  to  the  London  Homoeopathic  Hospital, 


5iANiM"vcrr!;Er.s    \n'i>  i.Mi'nin  i;i;s 


lOMEOPATHfO  MEDICINES 

HOMffiOPATHIC  SUNDRIES  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Price  Lists  of  liJeciiciiies,  Mfdiciiie  Cliests.  etc.,  Post  Free  to  any  part  of  tlie  World. 

69,  MOORGATE  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 


i  i 


5J 


LT, 


MANUFACTUPvEKS  : 

RAIMES    &    CO.,  I      RAIMES,  CLARK  &  CO., 

York.  1  Edinburgh. 

Samples  and  quotations  on  ajtpUcalioii. 


PRIZE  MEDAL       ESTABLISHED    1812. 


HEALTH 
EXHIBITION.  WHOLESALE     AND      pe^istered  Trade  Max-:. 

EXPORT    BOTANIC    DRUGGISTS, 

5,  6  &  7,  RAVEN   ROW,  LONDON,  E. 

*' WINGED   LION"   SPECIALITIES. 

KN()\V,\    ALI,   0\Ki;   'I'lIK    WOltLH. 

MEDICINAL  HERBS  IN  PACKETS.- HERB  BEER  EXTRACT. 

COMPOSITION  ESSENCE.     FLOWER  SEEDS   IN   PACKETS. 

COATED  PILLS.  -VEGETABLE  SEEDS  IN  PACKETS. 

INSECT  POWDER.  -SPECIAL  COUGH  LOZENGES. 

ETC.,  ETC. 


Price  Lists  and  Special  Quotations  on  Application. 


ArnKRTiKiniF.xif!. 


4  or 


OSS'S   MALT 

PREPARATIONS. 

MOSS'S   CASCARA 

PREPARATIONS. 


ricaso   solid    foi"    I^ife-t    to 


GALEN  WORKS,  WILSON  ST.,  LONDON,  S.E. 


GENUINE 


^^ 


Bulk  or  Bottled,  Prices  on  Application. 
ANDERSON  &  CO.,  Wholesale  Manufacturing'  Chemists, 

12,  MURANO  PLACE,  EDINBURGH. 


PRECIPITATED  CHALK. 

(CltKTA    I'R.KCir.) 

Purest  and  Whitest  Quality.    Clieapest  Sellers  in  the  Market. 
Cbci)ucal0,   H)ru(36,  ant>   ®i[6. 

AUG.    LEVERMORE    &    CO. 

Please  Address  in  FulI-8,  LIME  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 

TELEGRAIVIS--"  LEVERMORE,   LONDON." 

kreat-halviya" 

The  New  Substitute  for  Quinine. 

As  recommended   by  Sir  Wh.  Moore,  Hon.  ]'hysiciau   to  the  (^lueen,   in   the 
Prov.  Med.  Journal. 

IlEDUCES    TEMPERATURE,    SUPPRESSES    INFlJEyZA,    SEA- 
SICKNESS, ETC.     CURES  INDKIESTIOX. 

One  si/.e  ouly  for  Public  u?e,  for  sale  at  2s.  'JJ.  a  bottle. 
One  si/.e  only  for  DispensiuR,  10-oz.  Stoppered  l-'lats. 

HAL  VIVA  COMPANY,  4,  Temple  Chambers,  LONDON. 
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THE  ONLY  BOTTLE  FREE  FROM  TUBES,  CORKS,  OR  GROOVES. 

"A  Real  Comfort  to  the  Babe  and  its  Parents." 

I  nE    CLIP    COVHB.  lUE    CLIP    CAP. 


THE     ANTI-GERM     CLIP     COVER 

FEEDING    BOTTLE. 

IT    HAS    RECEIVED   THE   HIGHEST   MEDICAL    APPROVAL!! 

This  is  ail  okl-fasbioned  Feeding'  Bottle,  with  a  sinijile  non-corro- 
sive vulcanite  Clip  Cover  (patented),  supersedinfj:  the  ohjeetioiiable 
cork.     No  air  can  pet  into  the  Bottle  except  o-hilst  the  child  xucla. 

It  has  been  designed  to  obviate  the  dangers  incident  to  the 
Bottles  so  much  and  jusly  condemned  by  EDiiuNn  Owen,  Esq., 
F.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Children's  Hospital,  in  his  Lecture  on  "The 
Rearing  of  Hsiid-fed  Infants,"  delivered  at  the  HeaUheries  Exhi- 
bition, August,  1884;  Dr.  West,  and  others. 

Price,  Clip  Cap,  complete,  Is.  6d. ;  with  Clip  Cover,  2s. 
It  is  made  in  Four  Sizes. 

nj ^-  fl^fl  Wc  mul;i:  the  hottlc  v:itlL  either  a  "  Clip  Cover"  or  a  "  Clip  Cap." 

Cy.  -  ^  -  -  [J~  1  (The  latter  is  safest  for  night  use.) 


C  C 


-  5 


X 


PRICE  3 


PRESTON'S 


"ONE  CELL"  INHALER 

(PBOTK  CILd), 

For  CHLORIDE  of  AMMONIUM  or  other  VAPOUR  INHALATIONS 

Tlic  simplest,  most  compact,  and  effectual  Inhaler  extant.    Gives  a 

perfecthj  neutral  vapour. 

May  be  used  for  the  Inhalation  of  Chloride  of  Ammonium,  or  for 

any  Volatile  Medicament,  simple  or  combined. 


For  the  Estimation  of  Ethyl   Nitrite  in  Sp.   Ether 

ALLEN'S   NITROMETER. 

The   Official  Process  in  the   British  Phaim. 

Prices,  with  Wood  Stand  and  Special  Clips,  1216.    With  Iron 

Stand  and  Special  Clips,  15/-.    Without  Stand,  7  6. 

With  Three-way  Tap,  1(-  extra. 

J"^  AM,    TIIH    All(i\H    MAM  lAl  TUBKI)    UV 

J.     PRESTON,     Chemist, 

4,    HUCa-H    ST.,    SHIEmELID. 
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W.  KEMP  &  SON, 

Wholesale  and  Manufacturing  Druggists, 

IMPORTERS  AND  GRINDERS  OF 

SEEDS,  DRUGS  AND  SPICES, 
HORNCASTLE. 


Those  Chemists  who  do  not  receive  same  are  invited 
to  apply  for  current  number  of  our  Wholesale  Price 
List  of  Pharmaceutical  Preparations,  Essential  Oils, 
Drugs  and  Chemicals.  All  quoted  at  lowest  carriage- 
paid  prices. 

jLHDOrHtOl*^. — Pharmaceutical  Preparations  of  every  description,  includ- 
ing Liquid  and  Solid  Extracts,  Concentrated  Decoctions, 
Infusions  and  Liquors,  Tinctures,  Syrups  and  Mercurial  Pill 
and  Ointment. 

3)riU36  ant>  CbCniiCalS  of  every  description.  Fine  and  Photographic 
Chemicals,  Genuine  Drugs,  Soudan,  and  other  Gums,  Importers 
of  leading  Drugs  such  as  Opium,  Essence  Lemon,  Olive  and 
Cod  Liver  Oils,  Saffron,  Balsam  Copaiba,  Dalmation  Insect 
Powder,  Continental  Herbs  and  Roots,  etc. 

]ESSCntfal   ®il5.— All  lands,  of  guaranteed  purity. 

(BrOUnb  2>l*U05.— Barks,  Boots,  Seeds,  Spices,  etc.,  ground  in  owu 
mill,  consequently  the  Powders  can  be  guaranteed  fresh  and 
genuine. 

CrUSbeC)  XinSCeC).— crushers  of  fine  Linseed  for  Medicinal  us  . 
Kemp's  No.  1  Best  Light  Crushed  Linseed  is  known  every- 
where, and  highly  recommended  by  the  Medical  Profession. 

K    K 
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ELASTIC  SURGICAL  STOCKINGS.  APPLIANCES,  Etc. 


') 


Having  had  a  large  demand  for  Elastic  Appliances,  I  have  increased  my  plant  by  the 
addition  of  a  number  of  my  Patent  Machines,  and  am  now  enabled  to  make  stock  in 
advance  of  all  usual  qualities  of  Elastic  Stockings,  etc.,  and  forward  order  for  usual 
makes  and  sizes  at  once. 

Very  common  low-price  articles  are  being  made  in  the  trade  which  I  do  not  stock  or 
recommend,  but  if  ordered,  I  can  make  to  any  sample  of  quality  at  less  price  than  any 
other  manufacturer,  on  account  of  the  superiority  of  my  Patent  Machinery. 

Handbook  of  my  Mamifactures  will  he  foncardcd  to  any  Surgical  Instrument  Maker  or 

Chemist  free. 


MAGNETIC  BELTS  AND  APPLIANCES. 


Elastic  Surgical  Stockings,  Knee  Caps,  etc. 
Patent  Spiral  Seamless  Elastic  Stockings, 

etc. 
Patent  Pile  Surgical  Elastic  Stockings. 
Elastic  Supports  for  Lawn  Tennis,  Cricket, 

Lacrosse  and  other  Athletic  Sports. 
Bath  and  Rubbing  Gloves. 
Eathing  Caps  and  Belts. 


Lint, 


Trusses  of  every  description. 

Poro-Plastic  Jackets. 

Bandages  —  Indiarubber,     Elastic, 

Cotton,  Sayres',  etc. 
Chest  Expanding  Braces. 
Horse  Ear  Caps  &  Veterinary  Appliances. 
Suspensory  Bandages. 
Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Belts. 


Hot  Water  Bottles  and  Covers,  Respirators,  Inhalers,  Bronchitis  Kettles,  Throat 
Sprays,  Waterproof  Coats,  Cloaks  and  Driving  Aprons,  Footballs,  Shin  Guards,  and 
Athletic  Appliances,  Druggists'  Sundries,  Invalid  and  Nursery  Appliances,  etc. 

Manufacturer  and  Patenteb : 

J.  H.  HAYWOOD,  CASTLE  GATE,  NOTTINGHAM. 

STRUTHERS   &  CRAIG, 

Patentees,  GLASGOW. 


ECONOMICAL ! 
SIMPLE ! ! 


SPEEDY!!! 
CHEAP!!!! 


STRUTHERS  &   CRAIG'S 

"IMPROVED" 

Powder  Mixing  and  Sifting  Macliines 

ARE  THE  BEST  for  the  Counter  or  Laboratory. 


PRICES    ON    APPLICATION. 


KINGSTON,    GLASGOW. 


N^ 
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"UNIVERSAL"  KNEADING  &  MIXING  MACHINE. 

ing  every  kind  of  Pill  Mass,  Tooth 

Ointment,     Powders,    etc.,    with 

icision  and  rapidity  unobtainable  by 

ly  other 


Particulars  on  Application  to 

WERNER,  PFLEIDERER  &  PERKINS,  Ld. 

Head  Offices  &  Works :  43,  REGENT  SQUARE,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD,  LONDON,  W.C. 

City  Offices  &  Show  Room:  117,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Telegrams:  "ARKTOS,   LONDON." 
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MATTHEWS'S  WAXED  PAPERS, 

For  covering  Cold  Cream,  Ointments,  Plaisters,  etc., 
wrapping  Juiubes,  Scented  Soaps,  Violet  Powder, 
Linseed  Meal,  Ilorse  Balls,  and  otlier  greasy,  per- 
fumed, or  adhesive  substances,  without  any  of  the 
objectionable  results  of  using  tin  foil,  and 

AT    HALF   THE    COST. 
Fer  box  ol  50  Sq   Ft.  Per  Ream. 

White 2s.  Oil.  30s.  u«. 

Various  tints     2s.  Gd.  32s.  Gd. 

Pink    2s.  Gd.  3(ls.  Od. 

Bluo    2s.  Gd.  32s.  Gd. 

Green 2s.  Gel.  32s.  Cct. 

Yellow        2s.  Gd.  32s.  Gd. 

Golden       2s.  Gd.  34s.  Od. 

Black 3s.  Od.  40s.  Od. 

PEEPAUED    BT 

ROUSE  &  Co.,  12,  Wigmore  Street,  London. 
And  Sold  hy  all  Dealers  in  Simdi-ies. 


KsTAii.  ls:i(i. 

Export 

orders 

carefully 

Packed  and 

Shipped. 

Plans  and 
Estimates 
Supplied, 

S.    HOWLETT, 

MEDICAL     AND     GENERAL.     SHOP     FITTER, 


CABINET  FIT- 
TER to  the  Pliar- 
inaccutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain. 

NUMEROUS 
R  E  F  E  R  E  N  C  K  S 
may  be  obtained  of 
Leading  Chemist  t 
in  all  parts  of  the 
Kingdom. 

SHOPS    FITTED 

))y      Contract,      in 
Town    or    Conntiy, 


Manufactohy  and  Showrooms 


with  every  rcqui- 
s-ite,  on  the  most 
imiiroved  jirinci- 
l)les,  and  at  lowest 
l)riccs. 

A  LARGE  STOCK 
of  Ni!w:ind  Second- 
hand Fittings  on 
hand. 

New  Illustrated 
Cutalogue  i^ent  free 
on  receipt  ol'  busi- 
ness card. 


4,  Lindley  Street,  Sidney  Street,  Mile  End  Road,  London,  E. 
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The  Association  for  the  Supply  of  Pure  Vaccine  Lymph, 

12,  PALL  MALL  EAST,  LONDON,  S.W. 

SOLE    AGENTS    FOR 

DR.   WARLOMONT'S   CALF  VACCINE. 

Tubes,  2^-.  each;   Half  Tubes,  Is.  each.     Pomade  iu  Vials,  ys. 


HUMAN  VACCINE,  from  healthy  children  only,  microscopically  examined, 
and  source  quoted. 

Three  Tubes,  two-thirds  full,  os.  ;  Tubes,  one-third  full.  Is.  each. 

Tubes  two-thirds  full  (same  as  those  mentioned  above,  but  without  source),  iu 
quantities  for  exjjort,  £5  per  100  tubes. 

Vaccine  Ejectors,  Is.  3tZ.  each,  including  postage.  Pin-points  uncharged, 
Is.  per  doz. 

P.O.O.'s  (including  postage,  and  crossed  London  and  Westminster  Bank),  with 
orders  payable  to  EDWARD  DARKE,  Secretary. 

IMPORTANT    TO    CHEMISTS. 


ASK    FOR 

COWAN'S 


VACCINATION   SHIELDS. 

Hospital  Shields,  Is.  lOJ.  per  dozen  ;  Cotton, 
3s.  6d.;  Chamois,  7s.  ;  Silk,  10s.  6d.  ;  Best  Silk, 
ll^.  Adult  Size,  7s.,  Us.,  and  ISs.  per  dozen. 
They  fit  best,  sell  best,  and  give  best  Profits. 
They  are  used  by  Royalty.  To  be  had  of  all 
Wholesale  Houses. 


WM.  COWAN,  Inventor  and  Maker  of  the  Vaccination  Sliield 

48,    DUNDAS    STREET,    GLASGOW 


DR.  RENNER'S  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  VACCINA- 
TION WITH  CALF  LYMPH. 

186,  MARYLEBONE   ROAD,   LONDOlSr,  N.W. 
Vaccination  from  the  Calf  daily  from  11  to  12  o'clock. 


Prices  of  Calf  Lymph. 

...     2s.  each,  or  3  for  5s.  6d. 
...     Is.  each,  or  3  for  2s.  9d. 
...     Is.  each,  or  3  for  2s.  6d. 
...     9d.  each,  or  3  for  2s. 
...     2s.  6d.  each, 
Begistered  Telegraphic  Address:  "VACCINE,"  London. 

Sent  on  i-eceipt  of  remittance  addressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Kstablishmcnt. 


Tubes    -f  Large 
Auoes    ^^sjnall 

Points  /Large 
±-omis  Ismail 

Squares 
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TO    THE 


TRADE. 


For  destroying  "Weeds,  Moss,  etc.,  on  Garden  Walks,  Carriage 
Drives,  Roads,  etc. 

We  desire  to  point  out  the  special  advantages  which  the  sale  of  our  "  Acme  " 
Weed  Killer  affords  the  Trade. 

1.  The  "  Acme"  Weed  Killer  is  used  in  the  gardens  and  on  the  estates  of  the  Gentry  in 

nearly  every  town  in  the  Kingdom. 

2.  Our  Retail  Pi  ices  are  such  as  will  induce  a  ready  sale,  and  we  make  no  charge  for  1- 

and  2-gallon  tins. 

3.  We  pay  carriage  on  twelve  1-gallon  tins,  or  on  three  2-gallon  and  six  1-gallon  tins, 

and  on  10  gallons  in  drums  and  upwards. 

4.  Drums  are  charged  at  erst  price.     Full  i)rice  allowed  when  returned. 

5.  By  taking  a  id-gallon  cask,  and  retailing  it  in  small  quantities,  the  Retai'er  makes  a 

large  profit.     Special  terms  for  new  empty  1- and  2-gallon  tins  if  ordered  with  40- 
galloncask.  Trade  Terms  on  application. 

RRTAIli  PRICKS.— In  1- and  2-gal!on  tins.  2s.  tier  gallon  (tins  included);  in  5-gallon 
drums.  Is.  6d.  i)er  gallon;  10,  15,  and  20  gallons,  Is.  4d.  per  gallon;  in  40-gallon  casks. 
Is.  3d.  per  gallon. 

Ta^liiiwiiiaU  received  from  Mr.  HEAD,  C,-i(sfr,J  PaJace  ;   3/,-.  IRWIN  LYNCU,  Cambridge 
Potaiiir  Gnrdeiif;  niidoiherf. 

The  "Acme"  Weed  Killer,  for  Cheapness  and  EfBciency,  has  won  for  itself  a  Name 
throughout  the  Kingdom  far  above  all  others. 


SoLK  Proprietors  axd  Haxufacturbbs^ 

THE    ACME    CHEMICAL    CO.,    Ltd., 

Tunbridge,    Kent  ",    and    Carlton    Street,    Bolton,    Lancashire. 

Wholesule  Agents  in  London,  Manchester,  York,  Newcaslle-on-Tyne,  Kdiuburgli, 

(Glasgow,  Hi'lfast,  and  Dub'in. 

FREDERICK    FINK    &   CO., 

10    and    11,    MINCING    LANE,    LONDON,    E.C. 

.*il»a.<'IAB.ITIi:S  : 

Glycerine -Hand-picked  Gum  Arabic  and  Gum  Arabic  in  Sorts- 
Gum  Tragaeanth-  Pure  Beeswax— Honey. 

DYER'S   VESICANT    FOR    HORSES. 

This  is  considered  the  licst  thintr  of  ilie  kind  in  the  market  for  Cure  of  CURBS, 
SPAVINS,  and  all  Bony  Gro'wrths  causing  Lameness.  No  tying  up ;  i.o 
blemisli.     Firing  not  re(iuiieil  if  this  is  used. 

Prepared  only  by  DYES,   V.S.,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Limerick,  Ireland. 

Sold  lit  2/C,  6/-,  10/-,  15,-,  20/-.     3d.  e.vtra  post  free. 
May   be    ordered    through    any    Druggist. 

KSTAIIMSIII.I)    1S.=)3. 

SANFORD  &  SON,  Manufacturers,  SANDY,  BEDS. 

Sole  Proprietors  of  Sanford's  Celebrated  RAT  POISON,  without  doubt  the  brst 

ever  introduced.     I'lice  (li/  ,  Is.,  2.<.  ami  ;).•;.  jier  i)ox. 

Also  MICE  POISON  :  cannot  be  excelled.     In  Packets,  3(1.,  Cd.,  and  Is.  each. 

IJBKH.VL   TKimS   TO   (UIKMISTS. 

Wholesale  of  BARCLAY  &  SON,  SANGER  &  SON,  NEWBERY  &  SON,  EDWARDS  &  SON, 

and  others,  London. 


STEINER'S    VERMIN    PASTE 

RATS,     MICE, 

COCKROACHES. 


KILLS 


REGISTERED 


,S(.(ii  1,ij  all  Cheiaisff  in  :).).,  (m/.,  .iiul  Is.  (.Wu.-s  ,/,i,s. 
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A.  S.  LLOYD'S  EUXESIS. 

FOR    SHAVING    WITHOUT    SOAP,    WATER, 
OR  BRUSH. 


CAUTION. 

The  labels  on  genuine  EUXESIS  bear  signature  of 
Inventor,  A.  S.  LLOYD,  in  BLACK  INK,  and  the  signature 
of  his  Widow,  AIMEE  LLOYD,  in  RED  INK.  Refuse 
all  others. 


Manufacturer:   AIMEE   LLOYD 

(Widow  of  A.  S.  LLOYD,  formerly  of  27,  Glasshouse  Sireet), 

3,   SPUR  STREET,   LEICESTER   SQUARE,   LONDON. 

N.B.—When  ordering  from  Wholesale  Houses,  write 
"LLOYD'S  EUXESIS  {WIDOW'S)." 

I=Lai3rT30i:i.lcaL''s 

FURNITURE  POLISH. 


ONCE 

USED 


Brightens 

Furniture 

with  little 

Labour. 


ALWAYS 

USED. 


In  TINS, 
Id.,  7|-  grs. ; 

STONE 
BOTTLES, 
Id.,  8  -grs. ; 
3d.,  2  -  doz. ; 
6d.,  4/-  doz. ; 
1/-,  7,-  doz. 


Carnage  paid  on  12  doz.,  England  or  Wales,  assorted  as  desired. 
r.0.0.  or  Cheque  payable  to 

FLESHER  RAYBOULD  &  CO., 

Reform     "Works,     WZeUington     Road, 
DUDLEY. 
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AMERICAN    BAY   RU 

IMPORTED  AND  INTRODUCED  BY 

MICHAEL  E.  FOSTER, 

50,  BISHOPSGATE  WITHIN,    LONDON,    E.C. 

Retail     


1«. 

2s. 

Wliolesale     ... 

...     12s, 
...     20s. 

per 

doz, 

6s. 

dd. 

„ 

...     50s. 

»» 

A'.C — To  Shippers  and  others  requiring  it  in  Bond,  M.  E.  F.  will  be  hnppij  to 
fonvard  Special  Quotations. 


jriEi'\7^&lBTTJE^.^Sr     Ss 


IB  3FL  O -V^  !«■ '  S 

White  sound 

Teeth. 
Healthy  Gums 

KEEPS  PERFECT  fy^^  ^^1^        ''o**- 
IN  ALL  '^  ^^  -.       , 

CLIMATES 


Tooth 


7s.  6d. 

and 

2s.  6d. 


CAUTION.  —  Observe 
the  signature  and  Trade 
Mark  (J  &  B  in  a  double 
triangle). 

Of  all  Chcmhtf  niitl  inioJcsnic  Jrnif^s,  and 
JEWSBURY    &    BROWN,    MANCHESTER. 


Paste 


PRIZE  MEDAL. 


SKIN   SOAP. 


Eecommended  by 

Sir  ERASMUS  WILSON,  &e. 

The  Sweetest  and  most  Wholesome  Soap  in  existence. 

"Ihnvensed  nothing  but  your  SKIN  SOAP  for  considerably  more  than  tvrenty  years. 
It  is  thfi  best  I  ever  tried." — j.  A.  H.,  Esq. 

"I  still  maintain  that  your  SKIN  SOAP  is  the  best  out.  I  recommend  it  wherever  I 
cnn."— G.  M.,  Esq. 

"  I  have  used  it  for  some  twenty-five  years,  and  know  nothing  of  its  kind  superior." — 
P.  E.  C,  E«|. 

Breeknell,  Turner  &  Sons,  to  the  Queen,  &e.  Proprietors 
of  "BRECKNELL'S  SADDLE  SOAP,"  &c.,  Beehive,  31  and 
32,  Haymarket,  London. 

EWBANK'S     ROYAL     PLATE     POWDER, 

For  Silver  and  Electro  Plate. 

6d.  and  Is. 


F.   EWBANK  (Plate  Powder  Manufacturer), 

GEORGE  HAYNES  &  CO.,  Hampstead  Cotton  Mills,  STOCKPORT, 
BLEACHED    AND    ABSORBENT    COTTON    WOOLS, 

Grey  Wool,  Coloured  Wools,  and  Jewellers'  Sheets. 

Three  Gold  Medals,  Two  Silver  Mcilals,  and  Diploma  of  Hr>iuiur.     The  Highest  Awards 

given  to  any  Cotton  Wool  M;uiura''tiirors. 

Telegraphic  Address-"  HAYNES,    STOCKPORT." 
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PARIS, 

GOLD    MEDAL. 
1867. 


AND  AT 

PHILADELPHIA, 

1876. 


E.    H.    THIELLAY'S 

AND     OTHER     HYGIENIC     SPECIALITIES. 

EAU  FONTAINE  DE  JOUYENCE,  GOLDEN; 

OR,    GOLDEN    HAIR    FLUID. 

OS.  Gd.,  6s.,  and  lO^-.  Gd.  per  bottle. 

ALSO  E.  F.  JOUVENCE  IN  EVERY  SHADE. 

Wholesale  Descriptive  Price  List  on  application. 

COMPANION  to  the  E.  F.  JOUVENGE. 

A  Delicious  Oleo-Fragrauce,  to  fix  the  tint  after  operation.     2s.  &d.,  is.,  5s.,  etc. 

EUCALYPTIA  (Registered,  1867).— From  Eucalyptus  Globulus;  powerful 
Stimulant  for  debilitated  hair.     2s.  Gd.,  3s.  6d.,  4s.  6d.,  7s.,  and  10s. 

CELEBRATED  MOUSQUETAIRE.— For  the  special  training  and 
cultivation  of  the  Moustache.  Quite  a  novelty.  Wonderful  success  !  In- 
valuable to  Medical  Men  attending  Hospital  Wards,  checking  malarious 
and  generally  vitiated  air  from  the  respiration.  In  case,  with  implements, 
at  2s.,  3s.  Gd.,  5s.,  7s.  Gd.,  and  10s. 

TRADE  TERMS  HALF  THE  RETAIL  PRICE,— Labels,  Wrappers,  eto., 

printed  with  Vendor's  name  and  Address,  through  the  Wholesale  Housea,ciJ 
from  the  Manufacturer — 

E.     H.     THIELLAY, 

parfunicuivCbitniete, 

LABORATORY,  AMERSHAM  PARK,  New  Cross,  London. 


(SHOW  ROOMS  AT  CHARING  CROSS  HOTEL,  W.C.) 


Agents  calling  upon  Chemists,  Perfumers,  Hairdressers,  etc.,  can  easily  add  to 
their  income  without  interference  with  present  occupation.  Write  to 
Mr.  TeiELLAY. 

Shippers  and  Merchants  supplied  on  the  usual  terms,  and  at  a  considerabla 
reduction  for  Export  in  Bond. 
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DINNEFORD  &  CO., 

MANUFACTURERS    OF 

Horse -Hair  Friction  Gloves,  Belts,  Bath  Brushes, 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  Pads,  etc.,  etc. 

Ill  white,  grey,  and  black  hair,  of  various  depi'ees  of  hardness,  to  suit  the  most  delicate, 
without  risk  of  injury  to  the  skin. 

WHOLESALE    PRICE    LIST. 


mmm' 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  BATH 
GLOVE. 

For  wet  or  di  y  u«e.    21.s.  per  doz.     Retail, 
2s.  Cil.  each. 


LADY'S  AND   GENT'S  FLESH 

GLOVE  (in  Pairs). 

No.  1  size,  3Gs.;  No.  2,  Kis. ;  No.  3.  42f. 

])er  doz.  pairs.    Retail,  5s.  each. 


CLARENDON  FLESH  RUBBER. 

Hiiir  on  both  sides.     One  surface  is  soft,  the 

other  hard  ;  either  may  be  used  for  friction. 

2Js.  jier  doz.     Retail,  2s.  Cfl.  each. 


ALEXANDRA   BATH 
BRUSH. 

Hair  on  both  sides,  on  a  lonir 

liandle.    24s.  per  doz.    Retaif, 

2s.  6(1.  each. 


ARMY  BATH  PAD. 

For  wet  or  dr^-  use.     Hair  on  both  sides. 

A  lii.Kury  for  the  Bath.     12s.  per  doz. 

Retail,  2s.  each. 

OXFORD  WASHING  PAD. 

For  cleanin<r  and  softening  the  hands,  and 

for  the  Bath.     In  one  doz.  boxes. 

8s.  per  doz.     Retail,  Is.  each. 


CAMBRIDGE  PAD. 
Hair  on  both  sides;  for  sjftcnin^'  the  hands,  and  for  the  B.ith,     12s.  per  doz. 
Retail,  li.  6J.  each,  ^-*??^^a. 


THE  DEMIDOFF. 

42s.  per  doz.    Retail,  rjs.  each. 


FLESH   STRAP  OR  BELT,  AND   BATH   STRAP. 

Ladies'  quality,  light  hair  and  soft  pile.     (iK.vr's  quality,  b  ack  or  grey,  and  pile  of  various 

degrees  of  hardness.     ■i2s.  per  doz.    "Retail,  5s.  each. 

180,    NEW    BOND   STREET,    LONDON,  W. 

MANUFACTORY:   FOLEY  WORKS,  OGLE  STREET,  MARYLFBONE. 
Wholesale  Agents :  MAW,  SON  &  THOMPSON,  11  and  12,  Aldersgate  Street,  EC. 
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THE  LONDON  BRUSH  WORKS, 

AXMINSTER, 

ENGLAND. 

COATE   &   CO., 

Ik  publishing  a  new  edition  of  their  lUusU'ateJ  Price  CiuTent,  tender  their  best  thanks  for 
the  favours  received  for  a  period  of  H  years. 

During  whirli  lime,  by  the  patterns  registered  and  processes  patented,  specially,  the 
White  Enamelled  Cement,  the  Machinery  applied,  the  New  Machines  invented,  invotvintr 
entire  new  deijarlures  in  the  manufacture  of  Tooth  Brushes,  etc.,  they  believe  they  have 
taken  the  lea<l  in  improving  the  M-.inufacture  of  Tooth  Brushes  more  than  nil  the  other 
Tooth  Brush  Makers  in  the  world  put  together,  whose  main  efforts  seem  to  have  been  that 
of  trying  to  imitate  the  style  and  patterns  of  Coatk  &  Co.,  but  with  very  imperfect  success 
as  yet. 

For,  as  a  true  test  of  the  superiority  of  their  manufacture,  Coate  &  Oo.  can  say  that  at 
the  present  moment  their  customers  in  the  capitals  of  the  world  are  now  supplying  many 
of  the  crowned  heads,  princes,  nobles,  and  rulers  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America, 
with  Tooth  Brushes  made  by  Coatb  &  Co. 

Such  being  our  present  position  in  this  Branch  of  Manufacture,  we  beg  to  assure  our 
f?  lends  an<l  cut-tomors  that  no  effort  or  capital  will  be  spared  to  hold  our  position]^and 
merit  their  continued  support  and  approval. 

We  beg  especially  to  rail  the  attention  of  our  customers  to  several  new  patterns  of  Tooth 
Brushes  now  appearing  in  the  new  edition  of  our  catalogue,  as  patterns  never  yet  made 
by  any  other  manufacturer,  and  some  of  which,  we  think,  will  command  a  good  sale. 
We  would  also  note  that  our  Anticarious  patterns,  speciallj-.  A,  B,  '",  D,  which  were 
registered  by  us  for  the  1851  Exhibition,  noiv  41  years  ago,  are  still  jiopular  patterns,  and 
sell  well,  being  most  efTective  in  cleansing  between  the  teeth  without  irritating  the  edges 
of  the  gums. 

We  hope  and  think  that  the  actual-size  Illustrations  now  issued,  wi  1  greatly  assist  our 
customers  at  the  retail  counter,  and  facilitate  orders  per  letter  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  drawings  of  each  pattern  signify  actual  size  and  shape,  not  hnrdness,  except  the 
pMtterns  G  H  (Goat Hair),  V  S  (Very  Soft),  V  H  (Very  Hard),  Y,  for  Yellow  or  Unbleat-hcrt 
Hair,  B  H  (Badger  Hair),  and  C  B  H  (Common  liadger  Hair).  All  the  other  patterns  are 
made  and  sent  out  in  Solt,  Medium,  and  Hard,  assorted,  unless  ordered  to  the  contrary. 

If  best  Tooth  Brushes  are  ordered  by  the  gross  assorted,  with  a  remark  as  to  hardness, 
preferable  or  objectionable  patterns,  a  better  and  more  variety  can  be  had  than  if  ordere(l 
by  one  or  two  dozen  per  No.  Observe,  no  Sponge  Brushes,  Valate  Brushes,  Very  Soft  or 
Very  Hard,  would  be  sent  uidess  specially  ordered  to  be  sent  in  such  gross,  and  customers 
who  order  Assorted  Patterns  ran  rely  on  having  a  nice  assortment  sent  at  once  ;  but,  when 
ordered  to  pattern,  more  time  may  be  required,  for  although  Coate  &  Co.  held  in  stock 
on  January  1st,  1893,  nearly  four  thousand  gross  of  Tooth,  Hair,  and  Nail  Brushes,  made 
and  partly  made,  yet  the  variety  of  Patterns,  Qualities,  and  digrees  of  Hardness  are 
so  great  that  they  cannot  at  all  times  keep  up  a  large  quantity  of  each  Sort,  Pattern,  or 
Hardness. 


THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  A  FEW  OF  THE  PRICES  OF  OUR 
MERCHANTABLE  TOOTH  BRUSHES:- 


Per  doz. 

2/- 


C  Cemented  Occasionally, 

i'emented       2,6 

Cemented  London 3/- 

Cemonted  Improved         3/G 

Cemcnti.'d  Warranted       4/- 

Cemei. ted  Warranted  Extra       4,6 

Cemented     Superfine,    stnm])ed    with 

Elephant 6- 

AU  the  above  qualities  are  sent  out  assorted  in  patterns  and  hardness,  except  the 
extra  best,  which  only  c  in  be  sent  to  pattern. 


Per  Doz. 
Warranted  Best,  stamped  with  Royal 
Arms  6/0 

Extra  Best,  stamped  with  Trade  Mark 
and  "  Coate  it  Co.,  London  " 06 

5  Rows  4/-J  C/- 

5  Rows,  extra,  Lest  and  to  pattern       ...    8/- 


N.B.-A  Large  Stock  of  Finished  TOOTH  BRUSHES,  HAIR 
BRUSHES,  etc.  kept  ready   for  Merchants'  Shipping  Orders. 

ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST    SENT    FREE    ON 
APPLICATION    -WITH    BUSINESS    CARD. 


608 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SODA,    SELTZER,    LTTHIA,    POTASH, 
LEMONADE,    GINGER   ALE,    Etc. 


BOURNE 


Supplied  in  6  Dozen  Cases 
Carriage  Paid  by 


TABLE 


Analysis,  etc.,  on 
Application. 


R.    M.    MILLS    &    CO. 
BOURNE,   LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


Wbst  End  Agent— D.  WHKATLEY,  IGv,  North  Audley  Street,  W. 

CiTZ  Agents— ALEX.  D.  RAE  &  CO.  (late  Hardy  &  Co.),  Chemists,  23,  Fenchurch  Street, 

and  6,  Railway  Place,  E.G. 

And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  etc. 


it 


THE       AL 


?J 


W.  &  J.  BURROW,  THE  SPRINGS,  MALVERN. 
W.    H.    CHAPLIN    &    CO. 

WINES  AND  SPIRITS  UNDER   BUYERS'  BRANDS  AND  LABELS,^ 
ALSO  SOLE  WHOLESALE  AGENTS  FOE 

Jules  Maril's  Fine  Old  Cognac  Brandies. 
Georges  Golin's  Sparkling  Saumur. 
J.  B.  Antelle's  ^ 

Ernest  Dupre  &  Fils'    [>  Champagnes. 
Jules  Doris  &  Co.'s       J 
"  Scotia  "  and  "  Erin  "  Fine  Old  Whiskies. 
LONDON:  10,  VILLIERS  ST.,  AND  35  AND  36,  MARK  LANE. 


OF   FINEST    QUALITY. 

HEALTHFUL   AND    DELICIOUS    BEVERAGE. 

JOHN    SYMONS    &    CO.,    LTD., 
Fruit    Mills,    Totnes,    Devon. 


H.  ERHARDT&CO., 

9  &  10,  Bond  Court,  Walbrook, 

LONDON,    E.G. 


I  CHEMICALLY  PURE  TINFOIL,  ALL  TIN. 

Uataynhhahle  >ii  <nii(   CUiiiate.  


For  Tying  Over  and  ('apyiing. 


MANUFACTUBKRS   Ol' 


THIN    BAUDRUCHE-SKINS,   for   Cappiug. 

WAXED    PAPER,    lor    WRAPPING. 

Am,  si'iTMKii  IHOM   l/iXnON  STOCK. 


GEO.    CHRISTIE,    Limited, 

WIRE  DRAWERS,   GLASGOW. 

COPPER  AND   TINNED  BOTTLING  WIRES  for 
Home  and  Export. 
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Purveyors  of  Table  Waters  by  Royal  ^A^a^rant  of  Appointment  to 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

IRIS  TABLE  WATERS. 

TDRIS  &  CO.,   Ltd.,  now  supply  a  larger  number  of  the  London  Hospitals, 
Public  lustitutions,  and  Chemists  than  auy  other  Manufacturers,  which  is 
in  itself  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  excellence  and  purity  of  the  Waters 
supplied  by  them. 

IDRIS  TABLE  WATERS  IN  SYPHONS  AND  BOTTLES. 


CAMDEN    TOWN,    LONDON,    N.W. 

VIKING 
Invalid  and  Other  ^ 


IN    GLASS. 

No    Metallic   Contamination. 

Ahsolutely  Fiire, 

No    dearer   than    similar   preparations   in    tin. 


VIKING  FOOD  AND  ESSENCE  CO,, 

33,  King's  Road,   St.  Pancras,  LONDON,  N.W. 
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Established  nearly  50  years. 


Prize  Medals  at  all  Exhibitions. 


EUGENE  GERAUT  &  CO.'S 

Latest  Patent  for  SELTZOGEHES 

Patent  No.  18,30.i. 

For  the  Preparation  of  Seltzer  "Water, 
^  Eau  de  Vichy,  Soda  Water, 

Sparkling  Lemonade,  Crated  "Wines,  &c. 

Finding  so  many  complaints  tbrouph  the  screws  of 
Seltzotrenos  getting  worn,  and  customers  not  screwing 
taps  on  tight  enough,  E.  G.  &  Co.  have  patented  the 
above  improvement  in  their  Seltzogenes,  which  differs 
materially  from  the  numerous  kinds  that  have  from 
time  to  time  been  inti'oduced,  there  being  no  screwing 
required,  thus  the  machines  cannot  get  easily  out  of 
order.  In  place  of  screw  on  tap,  there  is  a  clip, 
which  i3  easily  fastened  to  the  Seltzogene,  any 
child  being  able  to  screw  the  little  key  at  top,  and 
making  perfectly  air-tight  the  apparatus. 

WEAR    AND    WORKING    GUARANTEED. 

NO    MORE    SCREWING   REQUIRED.     TAP   CANNOT 

GET  CORRODED. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  on  application. 


EUGENE  GERAUT  &  CO. 

(Oldest,  Largest,  and  Best  Manufacturers  in  the  United 

Kingdom  of  all  kinds  of 

Machinery  for  the  Mineral  Water  Trade.) 

LATEST 

NEW  PATENT  SYPHONS, 

WITH  EBONITE  FITTINGS. 

PREVENTING  ALL  METAL  CONTACT  IN 

WATERS,  AND  NOT  BREAKABLE. 

The  ONLY  Syphons  made  with  UN- 
BREAKABLE FITTINGS  and  embracing 
every  HYGIENIC  REQUIREMENT. 

No  possible  Leakage  at  the  Spouts.  The  licst  ami 
Latest  Improvements;  all  parts  coming  in  contact  with 
the  water  bein^  fitted  with  Kbonite  cannot  possibly  bo 
broken. 

Prices  on  application. 

CONTRACTORS  TO  HER  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT. 


SOLE  Address: 


139  &.  141,  Farringdon  Road,  London,  E.G. 
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COMPAGNIE  FERMIEUE  DE  L'ETABLISSEMENT  THERMAL  DE 


SOLE   ENGLISH   BRANCH- 

INQRAM  &  ROYLE, 

52,    FARRINGDON   STREET,   LONDON,    E.G. 

luiiiorters  and  Exporters  of  all 

NATURAL  MINERAL  WATERS, 

SALTS,   AND    PASTILLES. 


Sole  Importers  of 

CARLSBAD 

Natural  Mineral  Waters. 

Are  now  imported  in  bottles  and  used  in  treatment  of  CHRONIC  GASTRIC 
CATAREH,  HYPERCEMIA  of  the  LIVER,  GALL  STONES,  CHRONIC  CON- 
STIPATION, DIABETES,  RENAL  CALCULI,  GOUT,  and  diseases  of  the 
spleen  arising  from  residence  in  the  tropics  or  malarious  districts. 

THE    NATURAL 

Carlsbad  Sprudel-Salt 

Contains  all  the  essential  ingredients  of  the  CARLSBAD  MINERAL  WATER. 
In  small  and  frequent  doses  it  is  an  efficient  DIURETIC,  but  as  an  APERIENT 
it  should  be  taken  BEFORE  BREAKFAST,  in  doses  of  from  1  to  2  teasi^oon- 
fuls,  dissolved  in  water.  To  increase  the  APERIENT  action  of  the  Carlsbad 
Mineral  Water,  a  teaspoouful  of  the  Salt,  previously  dissolved  in  water,  should 
be  added. 

Sole    Consignees:— 

INGRAM  &  ROYLE,  52,  Farringdon  St.,  London. 

AND  OF  ALL  CHEMISTS  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD. 
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"THE    OUEEN    OF    TABLE    WATERS." 


"An  ABSOLUTELY  PURE  and  AGREE- 
ABLE TABLE  WATER  available  in  every  part 
of  the  World." 

"REIGNS  ALONE  AMONG  NATURAL 
DIETETIC    TABLE  WATERS." 

"ITS        NUMEROUS  COMPETITORS 

APPEAR       TO       HAVE  ONE       AFTER 

ANOTHER      FALLEN  AWAY."  —  British 
Medical  Journal. 


*'  More  wholesome  than  any  aerated  water  which 
art  can  supply." — T/ie  Times. 

"THE    LEADING    DIETETIC    TABLE 
WATER."— iV^ec/  York   Tribune. 
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